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PEEFACE 


OF THE SPANISH EDITORS. 


When we undertook to supervise tlie ^‘History of the 
Dominiorf 'of'the Ar^abs in SJ)ain/* we were far from 
apprehending that the Second Volume, now about to be 
laid before the -J'eader^, would not make its appearance 
during the lifetime ".pf it^ A-uthor : ‘yet so has it been 
determined in the decrees of an All-wise Providence. By 
his death the difficulties of our undertaking ,haye baen 
greatly increased; fdr 'although it is true that the work 
was completed, yetth.e, last, .ameljorafing touchefs had mot 
been given to it by the hand of the Author. And who shall 
supply his place ? — ^the place of Conde — ^profoundly imbued 
as he was with the most intimate anjJ minute knowledge of 
his subject : who shall adequately perform the task which 
he has left unaccomplished ? From his extensive and varied 
erudition, not only had we the right to expecjt the utmost 
exactitude, but even new lights thrown on every point not 
fully elucidated, as the pages went once more through 
his hands. But we are deprived of these advantages, and 
cannot but be conscious tliat the remaining volumes of our 
work must greatly suffer from that privation. 

We have, nevertheless, done what in us lay to prevent 
the just expectations of the public from being disappointed ; 



PREFAO’E. 
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and as regards the two last volumes in particular, have con- 
sulted the most respected authorities among Ohronologists 
for the verification of such dates as have been left undeter- 
mined by our lamented author. We are, nevertheless, com- 
pelled to entreat the indulgence of the reader, who will, as 
we hope, be the more disposed to grant us so much, when 
assured that the highest authorities in the original MSS. 
used by Conde himself have been followed with religious 
exactitude. 

When proceeding to give the Chronological Series of the 
Arab Sovereigns, we found ourselves in a labyrinth from 
which there could have been little hope of a fortunate issue, 
had not our Author left ua certain intimations, which, 
although but incomplete, have yet enabled us to add that 
Series to the present volume. We have furthermore com- 
pared it with the List given by Masdeu in the fifteenth 
volume of his work; but tbe number of names and appella- 
tions bestowed on each monarch, with the fact that these 
names are frequently applied with numerous variations, have 
much increased the difficulty of verification, and rendered 
the danger of error much more imminent*. To the learned 
reader we are, therefore, compelled to refer the rectification 
of mistakes necessarily arising in a question so inextricably 
complicated, and we rep^t the expression of our hope that 
the efforts we have made will secure his indulgence. 


Madrid, 1&20. 
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OP THE 
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CHAP. XOVIII.— Op the hoe-ottes wnTc:i the haotb mtthakad 

AIMAHEOB, CONPEEBED oh MBH op liEAENING, AHD OP OTHEB ETEHTS. 

But a sliort time only in eacli year did the Hagib Mnhamad 
Almanzor pass in his expeditions to the frontier : tlio place 
which he most commonly made his abode was Cordova, and 
when there his house was as a sort of academy or place of 
assemblage for men of learning and genius. Among 
the many by whom it was frequented, one of the most 
distinguished was Obada Ben Abdallah Ben Measemai Abu 
Been, of Malaga, who was one of the best poetical writers 
then living in Andalusia. He%rote the History of the 
Spanish Poets, with a Borda or eulogy on the Anabi^ 
Muhamad, that was much renowned. To obtain permission 
for paying a visit to the vizier of Muharijad Almanzor, 
Ahmed Ben Soaid Ben Hezam, Obada composed an ex- 
tempore copy of verses of singular eloquence, which were 
much admired by the vizier, who gave him a hundred dinars 
of gold for the same, and from that moment commanded 
that his house should be open to the poet at all hours. 
Another of the eminent persons by whom the house of the 
Hagib Almanzor was most assiduously frequented, was 

* Arahi or Nati, Prophet. 

B 


VOX/. II. 



4 BOMINIOlSr OP THE ARABS IN SPAIN'. [a.D. 984 

sent his own son, Abdelmelie Abu Meruan, who, althougli 
very young, was already highly esteemed for Ins qualities as 
a military leader. He now hastened with all speed to tlio 
assistance of Abu Alhakem, who was his uncle, having been 
furnished by the Hagib with a well-appointed army for 
that purpose. 

Muhamad Almanzor himself had meanwhile proceeded 
once more into the East of Spain with a very powerful host : 
marching at the head of the Cordovan cavalry, he passed by 
Q-arnata, Baza, Lorca, and Tadmir, remaining for some time 
in the last-named city, where he hoped to be joined by 
the forces of Algarve and others whom he had commanded 
to be brought to him by the ships of that coast. 

, Here Muhamad Almanzor was entertained in the house 
of the Amil or governor of the city, Ahmed Ben Alchiteb 
Ben Dagim, who during the three and twenty days of the 
Hagib's abode in his dwelling, daily feasted all the generals 
and other cavaliers by whom Almanzor was accompanied, 
and that most splendidly : nay, the horses and servants who 
were in attendance on those nobles were in like manner fed 
at the cost of the governor. 

Eor the principal personages among his guests, Ahmed 
Ben Alchiteb caused the most delicate baths of rose-water 
to be prepared, expending a profusion of rich perfumes and 
aromatic essences, moreover, during every meal, and at all 
the assemblies in his apartments of those highly honoured 
visitors. Each person was supplied with a commodious and 
pleasant chamber, having a bed covered with precious stuffs 
of silk and gold : at a ^word, the entertainment was in 
every respect most princely. 

When the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor was about to 
take his departure from the house of that magnificeut 
host, he said to*the latter, in the presence of all his generals 
and cavaliers, ‘‘ Of a truth, Ahmad Bou Alchiteb, thou dost 
not know how to lodge men whoso occupation is war, and 
I shall take care to send none of tlie troops thy way when 
they are proceeding to the frontier, or bound for Algibed 
the repose of such men should be fighting, and their best 
ornaments are their anns. Yet to a man of such liberality and 
so generous a heart, the treatment of a mere tax-paying 


* The sasro-l war. 
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vassal is bj do means suited, and therefore, in the name of 
our lord the King Hixem Ben Alhakem, I make thee free of 
all tribute for the remainder of thy life.’’ This happened 
on the twelfth day of the moon Dylhagia, in the year 374. 

We hud it related, that when the Hagib Muhamad Ben 
Abdallah Ben Abi Amer Almanzor departed from Cordova 
for this expedition, there went forth with him Abu Omar 
Ahmed Ben Chateb, called Alhazin, and that this man 
entertained the Hagib, with alibis company, at his houses on 
the way, as he did at his dwelling in Murcia, when the 
latter was proceeding on the expedition to Barcelona, 
causing him to be there met and received by Aben Soheid, 
Prefect of the Asadaca, and by all the principal persons of the 
city. The son of this Alhazin, called Abulasbaz Muza, 
entertained in like manner Abdelmelic Abu Meruan, the 
son of the Hagib Muhamad, with all his cavaliers and 
followers, in a journey, during which the latter passed 
through Murcia, and for these causes both father and son 
were rendered free of the gates of Cordova, a privilege ^^hich 
had once before been granted to their house by the Me- 
ruans. Tet in these days, that illustrious family is living in 
some remote part — God only knows the place — miserable and 
despised like the most wretched of Alarabes But doth not 
Allah see all things ? 

Abu Meruan Ben Hayan, in his History of the Alameries, 
gives us to know that the march of the Hagib Muhamad 
Almanzor upon Barcelona took place in the year 375, being 
the twenty-third expedition undertaken by that leader. 
He directed his steps toward* the East of Spain, by 
Elvira and Basta to Tadmir, and at Murcia, which is the 
seat of the Alcaides of Tadmir, he was entertained as 
aforesaid in the house of Aben Chateb, where, according to 
the same Aben Hayan, he remained thirteen days, all his 
servants and cavaliers daily receiving bread, flesh, and fruit 
at their Posadas from the same liberal hand. To Muha- 
mad Almanzor and his generals, the splendid feasts pre- 
sented each day, with conserves and fruits of every kind, 
were matter of marvel. When the Hagib, being about to leave 
the city, was informed by his viziers and the masters of 
accounts that Aben Chateb had supplied all their wants, 
he returned thanks in the name of their lord, the King 
Hixem Ben Alhakem ; and on his return to Cordova, 
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relating tlio facts to the yoimg sovereign, ho proposed 
tliat Chateb and his family should he freed from tlio pay- 
ment of all tributes. Almauzor furthcnnoro invited Abcn 
Chatob to the capital, whore ho paid him great honours, 
and gave him the name of the Hospitable. On his depar- 
ture, tho liagib presented to him a beautiful slave for his 
palace, when Abcn Chatob returned well content to his 
Amilia or government of Tadrair, where all his rights and 
privileges were preserved to him. 

Writing on the same subject, Aliu Bccri Abmcd Ben 
Sind Ben Abilfayadli informs ns, in that history of his 
which was translated into Hebrew, that for the campaign 
of Barcelona the Hagih Muhamad Almanzor departed from 
Cordova on tho thirteenth day of the moon Dylhaghi, in the 
year 374, which was the fifth of May Anno Domini 984, 
Ho adds, that from Elvira, Almanzor wont to Basta, 
Lorca, and Murcia, where he was lodged during three and 
twenty days in the house of Ahmed Bon Dagiin Ben 
Chateb, and in that of his son Abulaswaz Muza Ben 
Ahmed, not a man of his train spending a Dirhem. Meats 
and fruits of various excellence were daily served to 
Almanzor in precious vessels, while his bath was perfumed 
with delicious rose-water; and the Hagib, astonished at 
this magnificence, gave thanks to his host, whom he con* 
firmed in his Amiha, and whose hospitality he celebrated 
in many praises on his return to Cordova. 

In that campaign, tho Hagib Muhamad Almanzor was 
accompanied by Omaya Ben Galib, called the Morori, fronr 
his native place Moror, a^lhan of distinguished genius in 
poetry, who celebrated the generosity of Ahmed Ben 
Dagim the Tadmiri, in very elegant verses. 

On his march, the Hagib Almanzor assembled many 
troops, both cavalry and foot-soldiers, from Yalen’eia, Tortosa, 
and Tarragona, whith whom he proceeded to the plains of 
Bsiicelona. The King of Afranc * came forth against him 
with a vast army, but though his people were double 

^ This King of Afranc, or of the Erankg, was Borel, Count of Barco- 
lom. All the region of tho Pyrenees, with its Talleys and declivities, 
was then divided into small lordships, and this on tho Spanisli as well 
as on the Erench side. These rnlers were all called by our Arabs kings 
and. lords of Afranc.— 
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tlioso of the Moslemah in number, yet, by the ability of Al- 
manzor and the aid of God, the valour oi* the h'aitliiul pre- 
vailed : they readily broke and routed that multitude of rude 
hill-people, vrbo never fight wgII in the plains, more 
especially when they have some place of refuge near them ; 
seeing that, in this case, they soon seek their safety in 
ilight. They now fled in much disorder to the city of 
Earcelona, where they were besieged by the Moslemah 
with such ardour and persistence, that the Lord of Afranc,nob 
hoping to defend the place successfully, and seeing no 
prospect of succour, nod secretly by sea, which he did 
in the night-time, the darkness preventing the ships of 
Algarve, which guarded the shore, from perceiving his bark ; 
and so that obscurity favoured his escape. Two days 
afters ards, the city surrendered on conditions agreed to by all 
the inhabitants, receiving security for then? lives, but paying 
the tribute of blood* for every head among them. 

The frontier being secured, M’uhamad Almanzor re- 
turned to Cordova by tho centre of Spain, dismissing the 
troops of Valencia and Tadmir, and visiting on his way 
various cities of tho kingdom, in all of which he left the 
memory of his passage by the works which he commanded 
to be executed for the security, convenience, and advantages 
of each. 

When the Hagib arrived in Cordova, one of his first 
acta was to appoint a man, of whose reputation for learning 
he had %eard much discourse, to be Prefect of Azala, or 
Chief Priest in the Mosque of lung Hixem. This was 
Said Bon Edris Ben Taliye, galled El Salcmi, Mocri or 
reader of tho Aljama of Seville,* a learned person who had 
travelled in the East, had made his Alhig, or sacred 
pilgrimage, and was admired for his excellences and virtues, 
no less than for his erudition. Ho was besides endowed 
with a fino and sonorous voice. In that office Said Ben 
Edris remained until the breaking out of tho civil war, 
when he roturnd to Seville, and there died full of days and 
honour, at the end of tho year 428. 

Meanwhile, AlhassanBenKenuz, who still kept the General 
Omar Ben Abdallah besiogodinCebta, receiving intelligence 


* The tribute of blood waa always a heavy sum. — Conde, 
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of the departure of Abdelmelic, the son of Muhamad 
Almanzor, from Cordova, and knowing that he was 
approaching to attack hia own forces in Almagreb, in- 
stantly gave himself up for lost, and ill-advised as lie was, 
resolved to yield liis destiny to the hands of his foes. He 
therefore VTote to Omar Ben Abdallah, requesting that 
general to give him a safe-conduct for himself and his 
family, declaring that he had determined to pass over into 
8 pain, and commit himself to the mercy of King Hixom 
Ben Alhakem. Omar at once replied as Alhassan had 
desired, and despatched intelligence to Abdelmelic, the sun 
of Almanzor, of the wish thus expressed ; then Abdelmelic, 
referring the matter, by swift Korenicos or couriers, to his 
father, the latter commanded him to complete the negociation 
without delay, assuring to Alhassan Ben Kenuz whatever 
securities he could desire, and recommending that Ameer 
to repair with all speed to Cordova. 

All this was then done as had been commanded by 
Muhamad Almanzor, and the Prince Alliassan Ben Kenuz 
immediately passed over into Andalusia, whereupon the 
Hagib was apprised of his arrival by his son Abdel- 
inelic. But when Almanzor found that Alhassan Ben 
Kennz was in his power, he wrote an order to his son, 
declaring that the service of King Hixem demanded tlie 
life of that prince; wherefore, in despite of the solemn 
]}romise and safe-conduct given to Alhassan, his head was 
taken off, in the plain near Alcazas: El Ocab, in the territory 
of Tarifa. 

Men say, that at the irymient when the betrayed prince 
^vas beheaded, there arose ^ sudden and violent wind, which, 
taking the vestment from the shoulders of Alhassan, 
carried it oif, and the mantle disappearing immediately 
could never be discovered again. Those of his household 
and his disconsolate family then interred his body, while the 
cavaliers entrusted with that office by the Hagib Mubamad 
Almanzor repaired with the head to Cordova. This was 
done in the moon of Gmmada Primera, and in the year 375. 

The government of Alhassan Ben Kenuz had lasted six- 
teen years during the first period of his rule — from the year 
34i7 to the year 3B4, that is to say ; but in the second period 
it endured one year and nme months only. The family 
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loft by Priaco Alha.saau esiablislicd itself in Cordo\a, 
partly near the Aljaina of llagara\\a, and partly in tlie 
divau of the king, -where they remained until the race of 
Oinoya had ceased to bear sway, and Abu Ben Hamad had 
commenced his rule in Cordova, when the memory of that 
illustrious family began to revive. 

With the clelith t)f Alhassan Ben Kenuz, the house of 
Edris became extinct in Almagreb. The dynasty had com- 
menced its reign in the year 172, and on Thursday, the 
soventh day of liebie Primera, on w'hicli day the oath of 
allcgiancD was taken in IM edina Velita to Edris Ben Abdallah 
Ben Ilassan, Prom that time until the day -when Alliassan 
Bon Keuiiz w as treacherously assassinated, which w'aa in 
Giumada of the year 375, there had elapsed 202 years and 
five mouths; that, therefore, w^aa the tenor of duration 
assigned in the eternal decrees to the rule of the sons of 
Edris, and so long did their enmire remain. 

The extent of territory ruled by the princes of the ex- 
tinguished family was from Sas Aiaesa to Medina Waliran ; 
the’ capital thereof was the city of Eoz, and at a later period, 
Medina Biserta. The dominions of the Beni Edris were 
placed, as it w'cro, in the heart of two powerful dynasties, 
which surrounded them from east to west, and from w^est to 
east. Those were the Beni Obeid, lords of Africa, Barca, 
and Egypt, w'bo were on the east, and the Beni Omeyas, 
lords of Spain and Almagreb, who were their neighbours on 
the west, Eor this cause the house of Edris lived m 
almost perpetual w^ars and disquietudes, being now masters 
of nearly all Almagreb, and anoff yeduced to the lordship of 
a few fortresses only, such as Azila, Bijar Anosor, and 
]3iserta, with the distant holds about Telencen, until at 
length their sovereignty concluded as hath been related. 
God alone is eternal : He only is the Lord ’of a perpetual 
dominion. 

Eor the better adornment of the Aljama of Eez, the 
Hagib Mulminad Ahnanzor now commanded that an ALcoba 
or chapel should be erected in the centre of the great 
court, where the old tower had previously stood. It \vas 
constructed on columns with a cupola, on the summit of 
which was placed a talisman, similar to that upon the 
cupola of the chapel of the Iffihrab. This talisman was of 
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a kind whicli the ancionta -^cll knew how to make, and 
resembled those formed in the time of tho Xijei : it was 
raised on a bar of iron fixed into tho centre of the cu- 
pola. 

These talismans were made by tho ancients for various 
purposes, but this one was of that kind called Alfar, or of tho 
Eat ; and after it had been placed in its destined position, 
there never was any rat found in the Aljama ; for if by 
chance one of those animals did run in, it could not remain, 
but died at once, as was soon afterwards discovered in each 
case that occurred. There -was besides another talisman, 
called the Acrab or that of tho Scorpion, and by the means 
of that one, all scorpions were prevented from entering tho 
Aljama; nor was there one over seen there. Of these 
facts there are many credible witnesses, as, for example, 
the Aifagui Ahen Harnu. The talisman, which was placed 
on the column of pale yellow-coloured metal, had the form 
of a Haya or Serpent, and no serpent was ever known to 
enter the Aljama. 

All knowledge of this kind is the gift of tho genii. 

There were many works executed by the command of 
Almudafar Abdelmelic, the son of Almanzor ; among others, 
was the hospital, winch he caused to be supplied with 
pure water for drinking, by means of a magnificent aque- 
duct, bringing the stream from the Wadilhassan, which runs 
withoub the city at the iron gate. He likewise commanded 
that an Alrainhar or pulpit should bo prepared for the 
Aljama, and the material of this was ebony, richly carved 
and adorned with costly ^rkmanship. To the Alminbar 
was appended the following inscription : — 

“ In the name of G-od the Clement, tho Merciful . 

May Grod bless Muhamad, and all the followers that 
he hath given him, with a perfect felicity. 

“This work hath been executed by command of the 
victorious Caliph, vthe Sword of Islam, tho servant of Allah, 
Hixem Ben Alhakem El Muyad BOlah, whose days may 
God prolong, aud by the hands of his Hagib, Abdelmelic 
Almudafar, son of Muhamad Almanzor Ben Ahi Amer. 
May God the Highest maintain his prosperity. The work 
was completed in the moon of Giumada Postrera, and the 
year 375. 
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The affairs of ^Umne^reb having been tlma qxiictly s'fttUed, 
Muhamad Alniauzor renewed his incursions on the 
of Gallicia, even before the year 375 lind closed, lie 
yastated the Coin areas, hud sioj:^e to ]\fcdma G03 anca, which 
he took by assault, and the -walls of which he caused to bo 
destroyed ; then, availing himself of the aid lent him by 
certain of tlie principal men among the Christians, -who 
had come io him as fugitives, and who marched in his com- 
pany, the llagib, eager to proiit by the internal disorders of 
the "country, advanced even to the ilarisiuas or niarsh}^ plains 
of Gallicia, and plundered the church of Zacum, therein 
lie found treasures innmuerablc, of all which ho made 
prey. 

In the course of that autumn Muhamad Almanzor cut 
up and laid waste tho lands of Nahara, and penetrated into 
the Albaskenao mountains. On his return he chastised tho 
people of Uxama, Alcoba, and Atincia, who had risen in 
revolt, and repaired to Cordova once more. When all this 
was done, it was found that his people were overloaded with 
the immense amount of their booty. 

It -was on this occasion that tho learned man and accom- 
plished poet, Zcyaclatala Ben Aly, presented to tho Hagib 
his book called tho ICiteb Alhimani ; the subject being Death, 
and the work consisting of versos filled with profound 
thought, expressed in singularly fine language- 

At this time Almanzor appointed Ahmed Ben Hakem 
Ben Muhamad El Amen, known as Aben Lebdna of Cor- 
dova, to be Cadi of Toledo. He had previously been Wall 
Xuri of the capital, and was a hi ^ of much reputation for 
learning as well as integrity. The Hagib bestowed his 
former office on Ahmed Ben Abdelaziz Ben Eareg Ben Abi 
M Habeb, also a Cordovan of great erudition, and formerly 
the preceptor of his son Abdelmolic Almudafiir. 

In the same year of 375, Muhamad Almanzor, receiving 
intelligence to the effect that Balkim Ben Teiri had made 
an irruption upon tho territory of Almagreb, at once com- 
manded that the General Aacaleha should depart for that 
country with a force composed in part of Andalusians, but 
the remainder being natives of Africa. Arrived at Medina 
Eez, they besieged that city, and having taken it, the Chotba, 
or public prayer, for the Omeyas of Spain, which had been 
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iaterrapted by the pretensions of tbe Zeines of Sanbaga, 
'vvas once again made in tbe mosques. 

Tet tbe whole of tbe city was not brought into subjection, 
seeing that Mubamad Een Omar of Mekinez still remained 
in tbe quarter of the Alcairvanes, which be held for tbe 
Obeides, and ruled as their Amil : nor was it until tbe fol- 
lowing year that tbe troops of Andalusia succeeded in ob- 
taining possession of that quarter. 


CHAP. XOIX.— Of the nitftijlIiS op the son of almanzoe, and 

OF CEBTAIN EVENTS IN ALMAOBEB. 

In the beginning of tbe year 376, there came to Andalusia 
a man who was much renowned for his learning, and bad on 
that account been invited by the Hagib Mubamad Almanzor 
to read in the Aljama of Oordova. This was Ahmed Ben 
Aly Arabei El Begani, to whom Almanzor entrusted tbe 
education of bis son Abderabman, and soon afterwards made 
him Cadi, — ^Abmed being then in tbe thirty-sixth year of 
his age. 

In tbe spring of this year tbe nuptials of Abdelmelic 
Almudafar, son of tbe Hagib Mubamad Almanzor, with 
Habiba, daughter of Abdallah Ben Yahye Ben Abi Amor, 
were solemnized in Cordova, as were those of Boriba, who 
was the daughter of Almanzor. There were great feastings 
and public rejoicings on that occasion : the wedding festival 
■was held in tbe beautifid^gaj^dens of tbe Almuma called 
Alameria, and situated close to tbe Alcazars of tbe Zabriya, 
those gardens having been presented by King Hixem to his 
Hagib Almanzor when the latter went to ask his permission 
to celebrate these nuptials therein. 

AH the nobles of Cordova took part in the rejoicings 
made on that occasion. Tbe graceful bride was conducted 
in triumph through the principal streets of tbe city, being 
accompanied by all the damsels belonging to such houses as 
were friends of the family ; the train was preceded and fol- 
lowed by tbe Cadi and tbe witnesses, with the principal 
Xeques, great lords, and noble cavaliers of the city. Arrived 
at the gardens, those damsels, each holding an ivory wand 
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inlaid witli fijold in lier hand, stood to guard the pavilion oi* 
the bride all the day, and at nightfall, the bridegroom, 
attended by a large number of noble youths, belonging to 
his family and those of the friends of his house, approached 
the entrance of the same, protected by the gilded su ords of 
his attendant followers, when, despite the feigned defence 
made by the damsels, he succeeded in forcing the entrance. 

The gardens were splendidly illuminated : amidst all the 
groves, around every fountain, and in the barks on the 
crystal lakes, by which they were beautified, delightful 
music sounded through the night, with songs, of which tlm 
praises of the newly-married pair formed the subject ; these 
songs and the music endured all night, as hath been said, 
nor ceased until the hour of dawn, the rejoicings continuing 
throughout the whole of the following day. 

Among the verses sung by the damsels on this occasion, 
those most applauded were the Canzonets written by Abu 
Hafs Ben Ascaleha, and by Abu Taber El Eaturconi. 

Precious gifts of rich vestments and costly arms were 
distributed by the Hagib Mubamad Almanzor among his 
guards, at the celebration of those nuptials, and ho gave 
large alms to the poor of the Zawiyas he married many 
orphan-girls of his Aljama likewise, endowing them with 
aiiitablo dowries ; and made handsome presents to the men 
of genius, by whom his son and grand- daughter, the bride- 
groom and bride of that auspicious day, had been cele- 
brated in verse. A more brilliant festivity than this was 
never seen in Cordova, nor had there ever been any 
walimas or nuptial-feasts of grejifcjr magnificence. 

In the moon Xaban of the year 376, Tally e Ben Malic 
Ben Ayadh, coming forth from the Aljama of Cordova 
after the prayer of nightfall, and being accompanied by 
several of his friends, proceeded towards his own house, 
whero having arrived, they all entered into the spacious 
court, and seated themselves amidst the stately orange- 
trees and jasmines by which it was surrounded. While 


♦ The Zawiyas were hospitab for professed beggars : each of them 
was governed by a Wakil, or steward, whose duty it was to superintend 
the maintenance and police of the institution. — Cond^, 
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they wore thus reposing, Yaliye begged that one of them 
called Aben Abi Hebab would sing for the comptaiiy certain 
verses composed by Mungmi, which they had bolh lioard 
when abiding together at Eagdad. Aben llebab sang them 
accordmgly, and presently afterwards, taking his leave of 
Xahyo, he wished him long life, with forgetfulness of the last 
fatal term, whercimto his friends having responded duly, 
and the usual compliments having been made, Aben Heblb 
departed. 

But he had not arrived at the end of the street in which 
the dwelling of Yahyo stood, before ho heard himself called 
by name, and returning to the place he had left, he found 
the friend to whom he had just wished long life, doad on his 
divan. 

Yahye Ben Malic was on© of the most learned as well as 
most generous men of those times, and was a distinguished 
philosopher : he had travelled much in India, in all parts 
of the Bast, in divers cities of Asia and Egypt, and in his 
native country of Spam. His death was lamented hy all 
the good, and his bier was accompanied to the grave by 
many lUuatnous personages : El Jaboki, the Oadi of the 
Aljama, made the prayer for Yahye Ben Malic. 

In Almagxeb, the General Ascaleha was meanwhile 
occupied in the fulfilment of the commission entrusted to 
him by the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, and his troops having 
been joined by those of Abu Bies, called El Jatut Beu Balkin 
El Magaravi, they proceeded iu company to Eez, where they 
obtained possession of that half of the city which had still 
held out, — ^the quarter the Alcairvanea, namely; its 
governor, Muhamad Ben ‘Amer, of Mekinez, having first 
been slain fighting in defence of its gates. The Anda- 
lusians then caused King Hixem Ben Alhakem to be pro- 
claimed sovereign, and to avoid angering those troops, Jatut 
Ben Balkin agreed to let it be done peaceably, although not 
without reluctance. Intelligence of the advantage thus ob- 
tained was then sent to Cordova, where it was celebrated 
with much rejoicing. 

The following year brought a grievous plague of locusts 
on all the land of Almagreb. In the first months of that 
year the lord of the Zenete Cabilas, Zein Ben Atia El Ma- 
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garavi, called also 111 Cluii^ori, came to Poz, ^vllc^e lie was 
received by Ascalclia aud Abu Bies, called Jatut 13onBalkm 
El Magaravi. 

Cruel wars were meauwliile raging in tlio province of 
Africa bet\\een Abulbebar Een Zeiri Bon Monad, of ISan- 
haga, and his nephew, Mansur Eon Balkin, Lord of Tunis ; 
for the latter, abandoning the party of Spain, and separating 
himself from that friendship which hia father had accepted 
from the llagib hluhamad Almanzor, had proclaimed the 
Obeida sovereigns iu all his states ; whereupon Abulbehar 
had entered those provinces, and subjugating the towns, had 
caused the Omeyas of Spain to be proclaimed from every 
Alminbar. That general also took possession of the city 
of Mehadia, with others of the district of Zaub ; and in 
each he commanded that the Chotba should be made for 
King Hixem, which was done accordingly ; nor there only, 
but m all the provinces of Africa and Almagreb. 

This intelligence was despatched without delay to Cor- 
dova, and was celebrated there in like manner with much 
rejoicing, the Hagib Almanzor sendmg to Abulbehar the 
title of Ameer for all the provinces he held in his power, 
with a present of beautiful horses, to which he added 
the sword and vestments of an Ameer, all of the most 
costly workmanship, and adorned with very precious orna- 
ments. 

But scarcely had Abulbehar received these titles, when he 
changed his allegiance, and, without any known cause or 
conceivable motive, declared himself to be under the pro- 
tection of the Obeidas, to whomJie proffered his obedience, 
and forbade the Chotba for King fiixem to be any longer 
made in the mosques. 

When the Hagab Muhamad Almanzor was made ac- 
quainted with the perfidious levity of which Abulbehar Ben 
Zeiri had thus given proof, he wrote letters in all haste to 
Zeiri Ben Atia, charging him to take vengeance for those 
acts of contempt, and authorizing him to occupy and hold 
possession of all the provinces, whether in Africa or Zaub, 
of which Abulbehar then had command. To this Zeiri 
made reply, declaring that he would make a cruel war on 
Abulhebar, and would not cease from the same until he 
had despoiled that changeling both of state and life. 
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Tlie Ha gib himself was meanwhile invading Castile and 
Grallicia; he destroyed Oxma, burnt Alcoba to the ground, 
and, returning by Atincia, demolished the walla of that 
city. 

In these campaigns Muhamad Almanzor was accompanied 
by the two most eminent men of genius at that time in 
Spain, — these were Abu Amer Ahmed Ben Derag El Castali 
of Oazalla, who was Alchatib of the Divan to the Ata, or 
treasury of war ; and Abu Meruan Abdelmelic Ben Edris, 
who was known as Aben Harizi. 

In the year 378, Abderahman Almudafar, the son of 
Almanzor, repaired to the frontiers of eastern Spain, and 
attacking the people of Afranc, who had descended from 
their mountains in great numbers, he defeated them wuth 
heavy loss on their side. Having assured the tranquillity 
of the frontier, he then returned to Cordova, loaded with 
riches,' seeing that the spoil made had been enormous. On 
that n arch the general was accompanied by Muhamad Ben 
Abi Husam of Tadmir, a virtuous man of austere life, who 
had travelled long and extensively in Asia, Africa, and other 
parts. 

In the year following, the Hagib Almanzor once more 
directed his arms against the frontier of Gallicia, and 
occupied Medina Colimbria. He then proceeded to Santyac, 
which he also took, and razed the walls thereof to their 
foundations. Many captives and much spoil were taken on 
that occasion also ; and Muhamad returned to Cordova in 
triumph, paying visits to the cities of Talavera and Toledo 
on his way thither. ^ 

jS or had Zeiri Ben Atfh remained idle in Africa. - "With 
his troops of the Zenete Cabilas, and other tribes from Bar- 
bary, he joined the Andalusian forces, and proceeded to march 
against Abulbehar Ben Zeiri ; but the latter did not ven- 
ture to wait his approach, and constantly flying before him, 
took shelter at length with his nephew, Mansur Ben Balkin, 
with whom but a short time before he had been wagiug a 
war of extermination, but to whose hands he now 
abandoned all his rights, and resigned the defence of his 
states. 

Aben Atia was meanwhile so fortunate in that campaign 
as to gain early possession of Medina Telencen and all its 
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dependencies ; after whiclij lie soon made laimsclf master of 
the territories •wliich Iiad been tho lordsbip of Abulbeliar, 
tlins extending liis states from SasAlacsa toZaub, and beyond 
tlie confines of Alinagreb. He tlicn despatched Forcuicos 
or couriers ■with intcJlig cnee of these events to the Hagib 
Muhamad Almanzor ; and soon after this nows of vietoix 
he likewise sent Muhamad very costly presents, ■which 
arrived in Spain towards the close of the year. Among 
other objects composing that magnificent gift, were a 
hundred generous^ horses of noble race; fifty large camels 
for the transport of baggage : a thousand lances of the 
fabric of Lamta, a great quantity of beautiluUy made bows, 
with an equally large supply of handsome quivers, filled 
with carefully pointed arrows, scimitars, and other weapons 
of the finest temper, likewise made part of that rich present. 
To these things were added several giraffes, with other wild 
beasts and rare birds from Lybia, the deserts of Lamta, and 
other regions, as were many sumpter mulos laden with bales 
of delicate cloths, woven of the finest wool and exquisitely 
embroidered, and a thousand loads of dried fruits, all of 
different kinds and the moat carefully selected qualities. 

All these things gratified Almanzor very highly ; and the 
Ilagib wrote to Zeiri Ecu Atia, thanking him on liis own 
part and in the name of the King Hixein Ben Alhakcm. 
llo also renew’cd the compact oC protection previously 
made with Zeiri Ben Atia, attaching no other conditions 
thereto save only thoso of obedience and respect. These 
presents did not roach Cordova from tiie coast until the 
conimeucemeut of the year 3S^L^ the clay of their arrival 
happening to be one when there was a great festival held in 
the city. 

During this year, one of tlio principal cavaliers of 
Andalusia, Abu Abdallah Ben Abed, departoTi from Seville^ 
and repaired to the East, taking in his company Said Ben 
Eaxie of Cordova, called Abu Othman, a very learned and 
religious man, whose object it ivas to perform this pilgrimage 
to tho holy houses, and w^ho in the course of that pcrcgri- 

* Let tho English reader accept the original exprespiou of the 
Arabic writer in this case, and tho rather as ho will admit that the 
epithet is ofion appropriately bc-stowed. 

Toil. II. 0 
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nation held intercourse with all the most erudite masters of 
the East. Both these cavaliers were constant frequenters 
of those academical conferences which were held in the 
house of the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, and the president 
of which was the accomplished Ibrahim Ben Nazor, El 
Saracusti, or, as we should say, of Saragossa. It was he 
who proposed the various subjects to be discussed in those 
assemblies, and held the principal part therein. His con- 
temporaries and those of that age called him Malic Ben 
Anas. He was one of the most learned Mufties of the 
Aljama of Cordova. 

On a certain Saturday in that same year, and it was the 
twelfth day of the moon Eamazan, Said Ben Othman Ben 
Mcruan El Ooraixi, known as Aben Bolita, presented to 
the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, a Casida, or long composi- 
tion of very elegant verses, written in his praise, the subject 
being the past campaigns and brilliant victories of that 
leader. The members of the Academy read it that day in 
one of those assemblies before alluded to, with great 
applause from all present. The poem contained a hundred 
verses ; and the following day Almanzor presented Said Ben 
Othman with three hundred doubloons of gold, which were 
sent to his house in purses wrapped in cloth of silver. 

The fame enjoyed by the learned men of Spain, and more 
particularly those of Cordova, having extended into other 
countries, many travellers from all lands were attracted 
thereby, and came not only from Egypt, Africa, Syria, the 
Iraks and Persia, but from the country of Bourn, from 
Afranc, and from Gralhei*. In the year preceding 380, 
there came to Cordova Said Ben Hassan El Behai, known 
as Abulola, a man distinguished for bis knowledge of 
languages, and learned in all other sciences. He was a 
. native of Eiar Musul, had studied in Bagdad, and was 
considered to he one of the best poets of his time. Chari- 
table and humane, Said Ben Hassan was remarked for 
the grace of his demeanour and his affability of manners * 
the Hagib Almanzor honoured him greatly, and loaded him^ 
with oerxefits, assigning him his appointments from the 
fund destined to the service of the learned. But this 
income did not snfhce him, because the disposition of Said 
Ben Hassan was to give freely, and be was of expensive 
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habits. It is even said that this Abulola proved himself 
not a little eager for gifts, and sufficiently astute m the 
practice of obtaining such by his verse and the graces of 
his manner ; nor did he ever lose an occasion for procuring 
favours and rewards. 

One day the crafty Eebai entered the Maglisa of 
Almanzor clothed in a worn-out mantle, so thin and 
dilapidated that it permitted the vestments beneath to be 
seen, although the day was one of more than common 
importance, when a large concourse of the learned and 
distinguished persons composing those assemblies was 
expected. “How is this, Abulola enquired the Hagib, 
perceiving him to present himself in that unseemly plight. 
“ This garment that thou seest/* replied Said Ben Hassan, 
in a plaintive and humble tone, “was the gift of our 
sovereign, whom Grod preserve ; and as I have no gala dress 
more valuable than this — ^may G-od reward the giver, — so I 
have put it on.’^ “ Thou hast done w'ell,'’ replied Almanzor. 
“But, to the end that a mantle so precious may not be 
worn out by too frequent service, to-morrow I will take care 
to send thee other vestments for festal occasions, and thou 
canst then preserve this as it merits.” 

This learned man dedicated many books to the Hagib 
Muhamad Almanzor; as, for example, the Kiteb Pusus, 
or book of topazes ; the Nueder 'Wolgarib, an expo- 
sition of the work of AbuAlyEl Cali, the “Book of the 
Proverbs and Eablea,” one called “A Treatise on the 
Deeps,” and another on Military Tactics, which last pleased 
tlie Hagib gi^eatly. There were T)esides others of consi- 
derable merit. Said Ben Hassan was remarkable for his 
promptness in reply. He gave himself little trouble as to 
the truth or correctness of what he said, but ^uttered the 
words that first came to his lips. We find it related of 
him that he one day entered the palace to pay a visit to 
Almanzor at a moment when the Hagib held in his hands a 
work on the laying out and cultivation of gardens, w'hich 
had just been presented to him by Mabroman Ben Boreid, 
the Amil of a certain town in Spain, but which was at some 
distance from the capital. In this work, there is mention 
of the Calab and the Tarbil, which axe names or terms 
indicating the inequalities of the ground before it has been 



20 


Douxmo'N oi* THE aeabs isr spaik. [a.d. OSO. 

sown, ‘WKen Said Ben Hassan appeared, tlio ITagib said 
to him, “Abulola'” and ho made answer: ‘^Labaika yo 
mulena’ ’ — “What wills my lord ?” Then enquired Almanzor 
and said : “ Among the many books that pass through thy 
hands, hast thou seen tliat of the Cuelib and the Buehb of 
Mabroman Ben Borcid?” To which Said Ben llassan 
replied : “Yes, my lord, I saw it at Bagdad, m the copy of 
Abu Becri Ben Daweid. It was in letters like the foot of 
the ant, had such and such figures upon the sides, and con- 
tained so and so, tins thing and that.” Whereupon the 
Hagih exclaimed : “Dost thou not shame thyself, Ahulola, 
to he thus ! This book hath just been written in sucli a 
place by such an author, and treats of so and so.” But 
Abulola still maintained that although he could not deny 
the truth of all that had been advanced by tho Ilagib, yet 
that what he had himself said was none tlio less true. This 
Said Ben Hassan was Alchatib, or preacher, in the mosque 
of the Aljama Azahira of Cordova. 

Zeiri !l^ii Atia had moauwhilo made good his scat in Fez, 
where he had established many of his friends and partizans, 
while to others he assigned possessions in the Coinarca, where 
he settled many of his servants and followers. In the year 
382, he received letters from the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, 
enjoining him to repair to the capital, the King IlixemBen 
Alhakem El Muyad Billah having appointed him to he 
Wall of Cordova. Without loss of time, Bon Atia then 
put himself on the way, leaving his son Almaan to manage 
the affairs of government m his place, and commanding him 
to fix his residence - si ^Telencen. Zeiri likewise made 
Abderahman Ben Abdelkeriin Ben Thalaba, Sahib of the 
Barrio or quarter of tho Andalusians ; while he appointed 
Aly Ben Muhamad Casim Ben Aly Ben Ousus to hold 
the same office in that of the Alcain^anes. As Cadi of both 
quarters, he named the learned Alfaqui, Abu Muhamad 
Casim Ben Amer, El Lesdi. 

These matters all arranged, Zeiri Ben Atia departed for 
Cordova, taking with him many valuahica and presents of 
great cost, such as jewels, fine furniture, and other rarities. 
He furthermore loaded many beasts of burthen with tho 
strange birds added by his liberal hand to that present, and 
of which there were some that had been taught to speak 
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the tongues of Barbarj, tlie Algarabia,*^ and otliera. Lions, 
panthers, and zebras, in groat cages of iron, with camels 
and cirot cats, were among the objects transported into 
iSpain by Zeiri Ben Alia, as were also dates of very rare 
kinds, such as those of Azarfan, with nuts as large as great 
goblets, lie had in his company three hundred cavaliers 
of hia family and kindred, with a tram of three hundred 
esquires all carefully selected for that honour. 

When Muhamad" Alnianzor was made acquainted viith the 
approach of Zeiri Ben Atia, he prepared for him a very 
pompous reception, and lodged him in the Alcazar of the 
llagib Griafar. King Hixem received him with much dis- 
tinction, granting him honours and immunities of the most 
distinguished favour. The Hagib Muhamadhad commanded 
that the title of Vizier Quibir should be conferred on the 
guest, and all seemed proceeding most amicably. Yet in 
the midst of all these comphments and delicate exchanges 
of courtesy, there grew up offence and enmity between 
Almanzor and Ben Atia, who could indeed not fail to 
see each other with unfriendly eyes, since it was not 
in the nature of things that two men so great and so proud 
could live in contact with any hope of union. 

No long time had elapsed, therefore, before Zeiri Ben Atia 
requested permission from the King Hixem El Muyad 
Billah to return to Africa, -whence he had received notices 
which caused liim to hasten liis departure. The king dis- 
missed him to his Amilia accordingly, and, at parting, 
the llagib Almanzor required him to renew those compacts 
of homage for the states of Magreji to which Ben Atia had 
previously agreed, as also for whatever else he had acquired 
in those provinces. 

When Zeiri Ben Atia had crossed the sea and landed in 
the territory of Tangier, he laid his hand on* his brow and 
said, “ At length 1 comprehend for what reason Muhamad 
Almanzor invited me to Cordova and wlien, in the making 
of the Chotba, there were some who named him as the 

* A sort of mixed liuguago spolccii at tbo period in qneation in 
all the provinces of Spuin — u kind of Lingua Franca The word lias 
become obsolete, but may still bo hoard occasionally. It now mcims 

jargon.’’ — ^T b. 
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Vizier Qaibir, wliicb was the title given to him iu the 
capital, he exclaimed, “ Not Vizier ! by Allah, not Vizier ! 
but Ameer, and Son of Ameer nor did he take pains to 
conceal that he had returned malcontont with the llagib, 
but declared openly that his voyage had proved IMiihainad 
Almanzor to be unlJio what fame had reported of hum 
During the absence of Zeiri iu Spain, affairs lu Africa 
had not remained as he had left them. The Amcor »Tadoc 
Ben Jali El Taferini had invaded his territories with a 
powerful army, had entered Eez by surprise, and, alLhough 
opposed by those of the Andalusian Quarter, had forced the 
gates of that Barrio, and during the moon Dylcada, in the 
year 382, had obtained possession of the whole city,^ 'With 
this fact Zeiri Ben Atia was made acquainted on his laud- 
ing in Tangiers, and he forthwith prepared to march against 
the invader. Many battles were then fought between them, 
with varying fortune, for Jadoe Ben Jali was an able 
general, as well as a brave man ; he was, besides, incited 
by the desire to avenge his father’s death, and his troops, 
who were of the Cabilas of Yafur, were exceedingly valiant 
and well inured to war. Zeiri prevailed in the end, never- 
theless : he defeated the forces of Jador, and meeting 
himself in the m616e, ho slew him and cut off his head, which 
he sent to the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, who was then at 
Cordova, at the commencement of the year 882. After this 
victory, Zeiri Ben Atia remained the undisputed master of 
almost all Magreb, and feared nobody. 

In the year 382, and at nightfall of Thursday the third 
day of the moon Xaval, a, poetical tournament or contro- 
versy was held in the Academy of Humanities, which, as 
we have said, was accustomed to assemble in the house of 
the Hagib Mubamad Almanzor ; and on that occasion many 
excellent compositions in verse were read, to the great satis- 
faction of the hearers. The subject of some among these 
productions was the eulogy of King Hixem El Muyad 
Billah, and of his Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, — those most 
applauded bemg the works of the Secretary Ahmed Ben 
Derag El Casteli, and those of the Vizier Alchatib, Abdel- 
melic Ben Edris of Algezira, who was called Abu Meruan. 
There likewise appeared on that occasion the renowned poet, 
Muhamad Ben Eusai, a man greatly favoured by Almanzor, 
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and 'vv'ho had in his liouse a garden of rose-trees which 
yielded roses in every month of tho } ear ; these he sent to 
the Hagib as a tribute, with many subtle conceits and 
elegant compliments. The G-cncral Jali Ben Ahmed Ben 
Jail was accustomed to olFer a similar act of courtesy to 
Almanzor ; and on one occasion the flowers he sent were 
accompanied by the following verses : — 

“When from my garden fair I send tlice roses 
Blooming, wluito’cr tho season, all admire 
That marvel, and demand if flowciy Spring 
ITor stops hath quiclconed, “No,” they qiiich reply, 

Tho grateful multitaide, “ still hold their pace, 

Tlie circling seasons, and this mhaclo 

That wakes oiir wonder, scarce should cause us marvel. 

It comes because the power of Great Almanzor 
Turns all our life to Spring !” 

Another of those who distinguished themselves in that 
assembly was the leaimed Ibrahim Ben Miihamad El 
Axarafi, so called from the place of his birth, seeing that ho 
w^as born in the Axarafe, on the heights of the Senorio in 
Seville. He was Alchatib, or preacher, of the Aljama in 
his native place, hut had been invited to Cordova by the 
Hagib Almanzor. Ills excellGuce as a preacher was equal 
to his ability as a poet. With these eminent men came also 
Ismael Ben Abderahinan, a very learned Cordovan, wdiohad 
been long in Egypt, but now lived in his nalivc city, where 
ho had fixed his dwelling in the neighbourhood of the Cadi 
Abulabas Bon Dekuen. 

The prize given by tho Hagib Mj^ihamad to the successful 
competitors in these trials of poetical skill, was one hundred 
gold doubloons, which he had distributed at given times from 
tho first establishment of the academy, lie furthermore 
caused a collection to be made of such poems as he con- 
sidered to be of merit. 

In tho numerous campaigns and expeditions made by tho 
Hagib, it w'as his enstom to take with him two or three of 
those active spirits, and those men w^ere wont to compose 
their verses beneath tho shade of tho warlike pavilion, 
describing the battles delivered, and the various circum- 
stances of each conquest, in graceful song. Thus, to 
&allicia and the siege of Santyac, Muhamad Almanzor took 
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Abeu Dorag and Abdelmelic El Ilarizi, poets wlio emu- 
lated eacli other in the fulness of thought, facility of 
expression, and elegant polish of their verse. 

There was even one occasion wherein El Ilarizi, on the 
very night succeeding a great battle, had presented himself 
to the Hagib with his completed composition, and Almanzoi\ 
turning to Aben Derag, enquired of him — And thou, Aben 
Derag, couldst thou do the same ?” whereupon, between that 
liour and the dawn of morning, the latter also produced a 
idescription of the battle, with that of the march which luul 
preceded it, the country through which the army had passed, 
nnd the spot whereon the combat had taken place, — every 
incident, in short, — even to the most minute ; a task whieli 
lie accomplished to the admiration of all who imdcrstood 
the matter, and who exclaimed in their gladness, “ Wo nt'ed 
not yield to any people when good poets are the question, 
for, 'with only onr Harizi and Ahcn Dorag, wo may safely 
compete with Habib and Motenabi.” 

Another distinguished member of this Academy, and one 
greatly favoured by the Hagib Almanzor, was Ibrahim Ben 
Edris El Olui Alhasani El Slunios, called Mfibal. Ho pro- 
duced an admirable composition in eulogy of Bon Hudhoil 
Aben Eazia, the lord of certain fortresses in the East, which 
were called the Santamaria of Aben Eazia, who was a par- 
ticular friend of Muhamad Almanzor. 

About this time one of the most brilliant spmts in Spain, 
Casim Ben Mohamad El Memani namely, known as El 
Xibenisi, from the name of his country, had been detained 
some time in prison by th^^adilcoda ; whereupon, becoming 
wearied of that long detention, Casim wrote a supplication 
to the Hagib Muhamad, and this being composed in verses 
of much elegance, did in effect procure him tho desired 
deliverance. 


CHAP. C. — Or THE iHcuBsioH by almanzoe on the terei- 

TOEIES or OAXLICIA, ANU THE CAPTIVITY or THE KINU OAEOIA. 

In the first opening of the spring of the year 384, the Hagib 
Almanzor assembled his banners of Andalusia, Merida, and 
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Toledo, and departed with a mighty host of cavalry for the 
frontiers of Gallicia. Ho defeated the Christian troops 
opposing his passage, destroyed the fortresses of the Infidels, 
and burnt their churches ; to say nothing of the large spoils 
which he took from their towns, and the vast number of the 
captives whom he bore away, young men and maidens alike. 

Having gained the Marismas or marshy plains of Gallicia 
and Bortccala, Muhaniad Almanzor attacked the church of 
iSantyac, which he burnt; but the Christians had themselves 
despoiled that temple of its riches, and for this the Hagib 
destroyed the neighbouring city, commanding, moreover, 
that tl'ie bells of the church, which the Infidels had not re- 
moved, should bo taken to Cordova. He then returned’ to 
the capital, which he entered in triumph^ preceded by four 
thousand captives — ^youths and damsels. Tho day was one 
of great festivity in the city of Cordova ; and the bells which 
Almanzor had brought with him were given by him to the 
Aljama, where they were assigned a place in the court of 
the bmlding. 

At tho Easter of tlie Yietims in this year, the Tolcic Maron 
Ben Ahdorahman was set at liberty, having been in prison 
sixteen years, according to the sentence pronounced on him 
for the slaying of his father, as before related. This event 
was celebrated in numerous verses by tho poets of Anda- 
lusia; among others, by Nafo Ben Eiadhi, of Algezira, and 
Ahderahmun Ben Xahlac El lladrami, of Seville, a com- 
petitor, in the elegance of liis metre, with tho renowned 
Ahn Amar Jusuf Ben Harun El Hamcdi. This erudite and 
ingenious Xahlac, vhom some cihll Xibrac, is tho author who 
relates of himself the following circumstance as having 
taken place when ho was very old, and ho lived, in effect, to 
a* very great age, departing from life hut a short time before 
tho accession of tho Beni Hamud. He tells •us, then, that 
bemg in a dream, he beheld himself seated in a Machora, or 
cemetery, of very great beauty, — rich in flowers, and shaded 
by trees of abundant leaf and very green, beneath which 
El Xahlac thought ho was laid, amidst bright and odorife- 
rous blossoms. lu that cemetery was a sepulchre sur- 
rounded by closely planted cypresses and myrtles, ^ amidst 
which reposed a large company, who were drinking and 
making much noise, as they reclined on the delicate flowers 
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and verdant grass. Many gave evidence, in fiict, of so 
extravagant a gladness, that Xablac reproved them, ns he 
thought, for their unbecoming mirth, £.a}ing to tlieni, 

Is it thus that you obey the wise admonitions ? By 
Allah 1 profane not by these outcries the honourable place 
of graves.” To which they replied, “ Dost thou, then, not 
know whose grave it is that we surround ?” And he made 
answer, saying that he did not know. 

Then said those revellers, “ This sepulchre is the resting- 
place of Abu Aly El Hakem Alhaaan Ben Jleni, and from 
the myrtles which overshadow this grave thou shali not 
depart, until thou hast offered to him thy eulogy,” 

“Then it was,” adds the learned Xablac, “that 1 made 
certain verses which have since become sufficiently knowm.” 

In the year 385, the Hagib Muharaad Almanzor departed 
from Cordova to invade the territory of the Christians on 
the eastern frontier j he was accompanied on that occasion 
by the Vizier Abdelmelic Abu Meruan, a man wise in counsel 
and of great experience : Abulola of Mosul, and other illus- 
trious captains, were also of his company. Almanzor’s 
march to the frontier was performed with so much celerity, 
that before the Christians were made aware of his liaving 
left Cordova, he was already on their lands. But the 
Christians of the Albaskense Mountains and thoso of 
Gallicia had united their forces, and were assembling an 
innumerable multitude, which was led by Garcia Ben 
Sancho,’* **' King of the Christians of the mountams, a very 
good cavalier. 

It was not the intention cof the Christians, as it W'ould 
appear, to give immediate battle to the Moaleinah, but only 
to impede their inarch and give time for the arrival of all 
the troops they expected; but they were attacked without 
delay by the cavalry of Almanzor, and many sanguinary 
skirmishes were fought with equal obstinacy on both sides. 
At length the Christians, having taken np a position iu 
which they had the advantage of being sheltered by certain 
heights, the Hagib commanded his cavalry to retire, hoping 

* In our chronicles tins G-arcia Ben Sancho” is called the Condo 

Q-arcia Fernandez “in era 1033, prajscrunt Maun Conde Garcia 
Femandiz, et fait obitus-ejus die 2, fense 4, Kal, Aug.” Those dates 
are exact, and are confirmed by the Arabic authontics, — 
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tlaat tho enemy would thus bo tempted to descend into the 
plain. 

In the evening of this day, Alhassan Saul, of Bagdad, 
presented a stag bound with eords to IVluhamad Almau/or, 
with a copy of verses, wherein he predicted to him tlu* 
approach of victory : these v ore as follows : — 


“Thou ' niy solo rofu^e, ^\holl pale fi’nrb as'jail mo — 
Thou ' niy sure aul in every hour of peril — 

Thou ' shcltci' of the desolate thine arm 
Hath been my shield : on me thy hand hath ponved 
Blessings abundant as the ram that fallM 
Brightening the meads to verdure, and awaking 
Blossom and plant m each rejuiemg held. 

And God sliall be thine aid — tho powers of Heaven 
Shah combat with thy bands ; tho misboliover 
Casting before thee prone. Yet had mine eyes 
Not seen thy valour, and tho power supreme 
Of tliine aU- conquering genius, this faint heart 
Now leaping in my bosom, must have quailed 
Before the coming perils. But I see thee ’ 

I see thee rngmg through } on gro^ e of pinc^. 

Where, as two leopards springing on one pard, 

The warmers rush to batlle Thou, great lord, 

Dost banish all my fear. But for tluue arm, 

I, wretched ereature, was the proud one’s prey. 

That arm of might hath 8ave<l me. Wheretbre tu.w 
Tennifc the servant by thy grace udvanci'd 
To w'alk beneath thy shield, Huh night to oiler 
Tho stag thus bound, and not without a cau.se. 

For this is Gareia’a self. lfe»e in theae bands 
Hast thou the son of Sancho t - if mine eyes 
Have looked ai‘ight,— if Heaven their auguiy' 

Hath owned,- “tlicn this w Garcia, Witli the daw*n, 
That soon shall brighten, comes for us tho jpy 
Of a great day — for thee tho prido of conquest. 

Be gracious to thy servant ; bo his oiTcring 
Accepted, and his pains are overpaid. 

Confusion to thy foes, renowned Almamtor! • 

Boon on their heads devoted mayst thou pour 
Tho arrows of thy wrath, as rushing wiin-clouds 
Pall fast and heavily upon the plains. 
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Almauzor accepted the stag and the verses vrith infinite 
pleasure, and rejoiced much as he discoursed with his 
generals that night on the faciiitj with v'hich the prophecy* 
of Said Abulola might he fulfilled. He decided on the 
various dispositions to he made uitli his captains, and 
directed all the arrangements for the coming day. When 
the dawn appeared, he made his Azala, or early prayer, 
reviewed the 'warriors arrayed under the various banners of 
his host, and commanded that the trumpets and Anafircs 
should give the signal for battle. 

The strife commenced accordingly, with equal resolution 
on the part of both armies, and fearful cries of war on cither 
side. The air was fillec! with a wdiirlwind of arrows, and 
thick clouds of dust arose to the skies. The leaders of the 
van made a show of retreatmg, as had boon agreed on, and 
appeared to be yielding ground, in spite of themselves, to 
the might of the enemy. Then tho Cliriatians, animated 
by that semblance of advantage, came down from their 
acclivities as do impetuous torrents that descend to the 
plains, and their fearful voeiferationa caused the valleys to 
resound. But when the advance of the Moslcmah seemed 
to have been thrown into disorder, and tho centre appeared 
on the point of giving way to its terrors in all the confusion 
of flight, the cavalrv of the roar-guard, and that of tho wings 
of the Moslemah army, took the Christians in flank and 
attacked them on both sides. 

The generals and cavaliers of the Infidel host fought with 
astonishing valour ; hut the courage of the multitude sink- 
ing before that unexpected mslaught, the great mass of their 
forces became dismayed, and, falling into disorder, the troops 
began to fly on all sides, pursued by the Moslemah cavalry, 
which made a cruel carnage among them. Tho number of 
captives taken was also very great, but was more remarkable 
for the quality and importance of the persons composing a 
large portion of those captured, than for the vast amount of 
the common people. 

And now -was seen a strange thing ; for, as if Said Abu- 
lola had by his science attained to the knowledge of what 
the Great and Mighty God had determined in the eternal 
decrees of BLis providence, that which he had described in 
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Ills poetical augury came to pas??, and Ms propliccy was 
accomplished. 

Among the pnncipal cavaliers talcon captive was tho 
King of the Christians, Garcia Ben Saiieho, but ho was so 
grievously w'oimded 1hat he died a few days after the battle, 
notwithstanding all the cures and medicaments of the Leeches 
who wTre charged by l^Iuhamad Almanzor to do everything 
which their science permitted for his euro. This meinorablo 
engagement took place on tho second day of llobie Postrera 
in the year 385.^ 

Tho'llagib commanded that tho body of King Garcia 
should be placed in a richly (kcoriited coiffin, w hich he then 
wrapped in a covering of cloth of scarlet and gold, very 
precious. This, filled witlx fine aromas, ho was about to 
send to the Christian subjects of the dead monarch, when 
certain cavaliers of his people arrived in the camp with 
great riches to ransom the body of their king ; but of all 
those costly presents Ahnanzor would receive nothing. 

In the moon Xaw^nl of the same year 385, tho Hagib 
Muhamad defeated the Christians once more ; and after 
that engagement, the King Bermond of Gralliciat sent 
messengers and letters bearing proposals of peace to 
Almanzor, who commanded Ayub Bon Amor of Gezira 
Saltis to return with tlio Ohnstiau envoys for tho purpose 
of treating with their king, Bermond, on the part of tho 
Moalcmah. 

The I'ains having then commenced, prevented the llagib 
from continuing Ins enterprise, and ho returned to Cordova, 
where ho was received with grouty rejoicings. 

Whon Ayub Ben Amer arrived m tho capital with the 
conditions of peace to wdiich ho had agreed with King Ber- 
monel of (lallicia, tho llagib lluhamad Almanzor was much 
displeased to find that ho had suliered thennfidols to gain 
great advantages, and, conceiving certain suspicions against 
Ayub, he cast him into prison: nor could the Hagib ever 
ho prevailed ou to grant him his liberty while he lived ; and 
it was not until after tho death of hluhamad Almanzor that 
Ben Amer was released from his imprisonment by Abdel- 
melic Ins son. 

^ A.3>, 993. 

t Bermndo IT. of I/con.— -Cb/ir. 
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CHAP Cl.— Of taeious events that now took place in Spain 

AND AFEIOA. 

The friendship and good intelligence apparently existing 
between Zeir Ben Atia and the Hagib Muliamad Almaiizor 
was maintained by the former in public, until the time when, 
inflated by his great increase of power, he began to make 
manifest the hatred which he had long concealed in his heart. 
He budt and fortified the city of Vahda, surrounding it 
with walls, and furnishing its gates with towers ; ho also 
built a castle in the manner of a fortress. This city he 
peopled with inhabitants chosen from such of his people as 
he believed to be most devoted to his interests 5 and, having 
constituted the place a regal abode and the capital of his 
states, the site of it being nearly in the centre of the same, 
he placed in it all his riches and treasures. 

In the moon Eegeb of the year 384, Zeir Ben Atia com- 
pleted the walls of hia city ; and although he had some dif- 
ferences with the Hagib Almanzor even while occupied with 
that work, yet he dissembled the anger he felt until the year 
386, when Almanzor was informed that he had commanded 
his name to be omitted from the public prayer, and would 
scarcely suffer the mention of that of Hixem El Muyad 
Billah. It was furthermore made known to the Hagib that 
Zeir Ben Atia, showing no respect to the king, had despoiled 
of their governments not a few among those who had been 
appointed by Muhamad Almanzor, and had sent them to 
Cebta. Hearing these things, the Hagib then commanded 
the general Wadba El Eeti #k) march against Ben Atia, and 
that leader set forth accordingly, with a very large force of 
foot and horse. 

In the moon Safar of the year 387, the Hagib Almanzor 
made an irruption on the territory of Alava, and on that 
occasion he divided all the booty and captives taken among 
his troops, not excepting even the fifth that appertained to the 
king ; Hixem El Muyad having authorised him to do so at 
his departure for that expedition, in consideration of the 
fact that it was undertaken during the season of cold and 
rains. 

The forces of Wabda El Eeti had meanwhile arrived at 
Tangiors, where they were joined by some of the Cahilas 
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from Gomara and Sanhaga, witli otliers belonging to ilic 
Xenetes and certain tribes of Barbary. To all these Wadha 
distributed money, as well as arms and vestments, departing 
from Tangiers 'vvith a very numerous host. Zeir Ben Atia 
came forth to meet liim from Medina Fez, liaving on hia 
part a carefully selected force ; and the first engagement, a 
very obstinate one, was followed by others, which wore also 
cruel combats. The two generals fought during three 
months with various fortune, until the host of Wadlia El 
Feti, receiving no reinforcements, became exhausted, and, 
thus weakened, began to yield to the force of numbers ; 
finally, the troops were compelled to take flight, and sought 
refuge in Tangiers, after having suftbred very heavy loss. 

Then Wadha El Feti formed his resolution, and wrote to 
the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor mating known the condi- 
tion of his affairs, and entreating that ho might be at once 
supplied with succours of men, money, and provisions, all of 
which had failed him ; whereupon the Hagib himself set 
forth from Cordova, and repaired to Algczira Alliadra, 
There he commanded the assembling of a large force, and 
sent his own son, Abdelmolic Almudatar, therewith. The 
flower of the Spanish cavalry was called out for that expe- 
dition, which was joined by the principal Alcaides ; but Al- 
manzor remained at Agezira, to be prepared for what might 
follow, and to give all the more efiectual impulse to the for- 
warding of the succours demanded by Wadha El Feti. 

When the nows that Abdelmelic Almudafar had passed 
the sea reached Zeir Ben Atia, he became much alarmed, 
and wrote to all the Zenctc Cabi4a|i, requesting aid ; when 
there came to him people from Vclad Zaub, from Tolencen, 
Sigilmesa, Mclia, and other places of the Wadi Zeneta, — 
emboldened by the arrival of whom, he sallied forth to 
seek and combat his enemies. 

On his part, Abdelmelic Almudafar left Tangiers with the 
troops of Andalusia, and accompanied by the General 
Wadha El Feti, The two hosts met at Waai-Men% on the 
confines of Tangiers, when a battle ensued of such atrocious 
carnage, that the like had never before been heard of. 
Commencing at dawn, the combatants continued the struggle 
throughout the whole day, and did not cease until the set 
of sun. 
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In tlae hottest moment of the conflict a nogro youth, 
called Zalem, whose brother had been killed by Zeiri Ben 
Atia, met the latter in the combat, and seeing a good oppor- 
tunity for ayenging the death of his kinsman, the youth, 
who knew. Zeiri by his insignia, came behind him and gave 
him three severe wounds with his Hanger or cutlass. Be- 
lieving these wounds to be mortal, the negro then hastened 
to Abdelmelic, assuring him that he had wounded Zeiri Ben 
Atia to the death ; whereupon that general, animating his 
troops with the intelligence thus received, fell with renewed 
vigour upon his enemies, who, being deprived of their leader, 
and bolievmg him dead, were thrown into confusion and put 
to flight, the Andalusians pursuing them eagerly and making 
a fearful slaughter. 

The disorder and dismay of the Zencta forces soon at- 
tained to the royal pavilion, into which Zeiri had retired to- 
have his wounds bound up, and the vanquished leader saw 
himself compelled to join the flight with some of his prin- 
cipal cavaliers, leaving his camp in the hands of the enemy, 
who seized the tents, paviLiona, arms, horses, and camels, 
with a large provision for the wants of tho army, and great 
flocks of cattle. 

Zeiri fled, wounded as he was, until he had reached a place 
called the Angosturas of Wadilhaya, situated midway be- 
tween two cities of Mequinez. Here he made a halt, and 
remained until he was joined by the nobles of his people 
and a large part of his fugitive army, hoping to bo permitted 
to rest there until he should be sufficiently restored to pro- 
ceed once more against Abdelmelic Alinudafar. But the 
son of Muhamad Almanzor was not so to be thrown off; 
Imowing whither Zeiri had fled, his opponent despatched 
■Wadha El Eeti with a picked troop of five hundred horse, 
and this body, falling upon the forces of Ben Atia when they 
were least expecting an attack, compelledthem to recommence 
the struggle. The battle was, as before, a weU-contested 
one; but, although it was now night, tho Andalusians 
fought so bravely that they once again defeated the foe, 
and this they did with all the more assurance, as being con- 
fident in the near vicinity of their camp and the succours 
held in reserve for them by Abdelmelic, 

_ The second defeat of Zeiri Ben Atia took place in the 
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middle of tlio moon of tlio Bleasod Pannpzanj ia tlie year 
387. The carnage was very great, the larger part of Zeiri’s 
troops remaining dead on the field, and the nobles of Maga- 
rava, who were but little short of one thousand men, being 
all taken prisoners. 

Being informed of this last capture, Abdelmelic Alinii- 
dafar commanded that all should be instantly set at liberty, 
and even gave thorn their horses and arms, that each might 
depart whithersoever it pleased him ; but a great number 
of them determined to remain with him, and took service m 
his host. 

Zeiri Ben Atia was meanwhile flying, accompanied by 
only a few of his people, to Medina Fez ; hut when he ar- 
rived at the gates of that city he found that the inhabitants 
had closed them against him, and refused to give him ad- 
mission. The unfortunate prinoo then entreated that his 
children, and the rest of his family and household, might 
be sent out to him ; whereupon the citizens put them forth, 
giving them horses and provisions for the necessities of a 
journey, when they all fled to the desert before Abdelmelic 
Almudafar, the son of Almanzor. That general was mean- 
while devastating the territory of Sauhaga in his progress, 
and soon arrived at Medina Fez, where he was received with 
acclamations of triumph. His entry into the city was made 
on a Saturday, towards the end of the moon Xawal, in the 
year 387. 

Abdelmelic now wrote to his father Almanzor, giving 
him an account of his enterprise and the victories he had 
obtained, when the letter was rc^d in the Alminbar of the 
Great Aljama of Cordova, and in that of the Aljama of 
Azahra, as well as in all the principal cities of Spain, east 
and west, as it had now become the custom to do on the 
ocoasion of every great victory. That day tlic Hagib Mu- 
hamad commanded that liberty should be given to five hun- 
dred male captives of the Christians, and three hundred 
female slaves of that infidel race, thereby ofiering thanks to 
Gt>d for his signal mercies. He also distributed Jarge sums 
to the poor, and paid the debts of many among the most 
honourable of the needy. 

In that same year of 387 the bridge of Toledo was rebuild, 
by order of Muhamad Ben Abdallah Ben Abi Amer AI- 

Ton. TI. 3) 
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manzorj llagib to the Prince of the Believers, KLixem Ben 
Alhakem, called El j\Iuyad Bdlali, the work having been 
performed by the hands of his servant and vizier, Ohalaf 
Ben Muhamad Alamcri. In the same year there died at 
that city, even Toledo, Abdelmenaum Ben Galbon, the 
Mocri, or Eendar of the Aljama, and Ahmed Ben Sohli the 
Alfaqui, both natives of that place. In Medina Azahra, 
likewise, there departed from this life the Muti of the Al- 
jama, Ibrahim Ben Abderahman El Tenosi, a learned and 
virtuous man. 

Now in those days it came to pass that there was a poor 
widow, the mother of a robber and assassin, wdio was so 
notorious a criminal that his heavy offences had been noised 
about through all Andalusia ; hut the woman now presented 
herself, nevertheless, to the llagib Muhamad Almanzor with 
a supplicatiou, entreating that her son might bo pardoned, 
and adjuring the llagib, by the great favour at that time 
shown to all poor widows and orphans, to take pity upon 
him. 

"Wlien Almanzor had read that petition he struck his fore- 
head with the open hand, and said “ Gualil* ‘‘ thou hast re- 
minded me in good time of this evil-doer ; the man must die.” 
But instead of writing on the order, which he then gave to 
that effect, “ Let him he cru(»ffed,” the llagib, in the dis- 
traction of the moment, and with his thoughts occupied by 
the mother’s prayer, wrote as follows — “Let him he set 
free; in which form the command w'as taken to the vizier, 
whose business it was to wTite upon it the formula, “ Be 
this done as commanded^’ after w^hich it was to be pre- 
sented to the Sahib Xarta, Prefect of Pohee, when the last- 
named functionary saw that the sentence, confirmed by the 
Criminal Judge of the city, was carried into execution. 

But the vizier, being vrell acquainted with the character 
of the man’s crimes, and unable to believe that he was to 
be pardoned, sent a messenger to the Hagib Muhamad, in- 
quiring if he had given the order in that sense ; whereupon 
Almanzor took the paper hastily and struck out the words 

* G-uala! An exclamaLioii of great emphasis, implying much emo- 
fion. It may be renclerccl in more than one manner, as; “Novr by 
Heaven T’ or ** By Allah'” which la the rendering usually adopted by 

the present writer. — T b. 
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Let him be set free but instead of replacing them bj 
tho order for death, ho wrote them again b j the same inad- 
vertence, insomuch that the paper remained as before. 

Surprised to find that although the Hagib had struch out 
those words, “ Let him be set free,” he had yet written 
them again, the vizier once more sent his messenger to 
Almanzor, demanding to know if he chose to have the 
matter concluded so, and not otherwise. The Hagib 
became much displeased at this second interruption, but 
again struck out the erroneous order. 

Yet what happened ? Beneath the words thus erased 
were written the same words, now thrice repeated ; and this 
time the Vizier, no longer able to divine what was meant 
by these- repeated erasures, each followed by the re- 
establishment of the same phrase, — ^this time, I say, the 
Vizier repaired in person to the presence of the Hagib, and 
laying the paper before him, he said, “ Thrice hast tho'u now 
commanded the setting free of this great criminal, and that 
of a truth is a strange thing.” 

Almanzor then looked attentively at the words which he 
had thus three times written, and after having regarded 
them for some time in silence, he raised his eyes from the 
order before him, and spake thus: “It is so. I have 
written it thrice, and let him be set free 5 for although it 
was not my intention to do this, yet him whom Q-od hath 
willed to be spared and given to freedom, wo may not 
dare to crucify j” and the man was set at liberty accord- 
ingly. 

To his son, Abdelmelic Almu(MiV, the Hagib Almanzor 
now wrote, giving him very wise counsels as to the manner 
in which ho was to govern the people whom he had sub- 
jected to his rule in Africa, recommending justice and 
prudence in terms of great force. This letter "was read in 
the Minbar of the Great Aljama of the Alcairvanes on the 
last Juma of the moon of Bylcada, and to that same paper 
was appended the order by which Abdelmelic Almudafar 
was appointed Amil of Almagreb. 

In the spring of tho year 388, the Hagib Muhamad sent 
orders for tho passing over into Spain of the General 
WadhaEl Feti with a large body of cavalry; in command 



36 DOMINIOIT OF THE AEABS T5T SPAITS-. [x E. 998* 

of wliicli AlmaBzov proposed to send that general against 
the Christians ; and Ahdelmelic Aliiuidalar despatched him 
into Andalusia accordingly without any delay. 

About the same time, the ibrtificaliona of Grchal Almina, 
a lofty hill to the oast of Medina Cebta, were constructed, 
also by order of Muhamad Almanzor, who had remarked the 
level space upon its summit when he passed through that 
city, and saw that the plain there presented was well cal- 
culated for the establishment of such defences. It was, 
indeed, his purpose to transport the city itself to the summit 
of the hill; but after his death, they could never succeed 
in removing the dwellers from their seats holow ; and as 
the people thus persisted in retaining their ancient 
abode, the town commenced on the heights of Almina fell 
to ruin. 

Abdehnelic meanwhile continued in Medina Poz, govorn- 
ing the city and state with justice aud prudence, and giving 
cause of complaint to no man ; yet, at the end of six months, 
his father wrote commanding him to return to Spain, send- 
ing Iza Ben Said, Sahib Xarta of Cordova, to assume the 
government in his placo. That ruler retained his oflico 
accordingly until the moon Safar, in the year 389, when 
Almanzor deprived him also of his government, confiscating 
all his possessions, and sending the General Wadha El Eeti 
to govern in his stead, Izu Ben Said returned to ;Spain in 
the same year. 

About this time Galib Ben Omeya Ben Galib of Moron, 
called Abulasi, an erudite and much renowned poet, was 
pacing along the shore r of the Guadalquiver where that 
river flows by Cordova, and being in sight of the Alcazar or 
royal palace, his meditations resolved themselves into the 
following verses 

“Palaco of royal state, proud Alcazar : 

What rich delights withm thy walls aco found : 

May thy good star preserve thee from all harm I 

How many powerful raonarchs have thy roofs 
Seen pass beneath their splendours. Yet the stars 
Ifow calmly loot upon the silent graves 
Of kings and heroes who have there abode. 



37 


A.3). 099 .] OCTURBEITCISS IK S^AIK AND J^ERICA- 

Tell to the world, tlien,— whose aduiinngf eyes 
Look on thy soonuiig stcadfastiu^sa— that aU 
Is hut deceit. Say, that of earth’s delights 
Not one hath pcrmanenco , and hid all know 
That Time holds c\ or on his measured course. 

Yea, that we long for, as the morning sun 
Lrighlcns tho scene, we shun at close of day 
With treinhlmg or disdain Doth not all change ? 

Wlioro now are thy proud lords, imperial Syria r’ 

Where their higli dwellings — columns, arches, towers ; 

The shmmg gold and azure of their halls, 

Thoif strength and splendour?— each alike hath flown. 

And scarcely now remams a trace of all 
More than of some poor nest of ants, low-niched 
At foot of lofty mountain Better far 
Are yo who, sheltered in your lowly •valefs, 
in remote tranquillity. Seek not 
Tho height subhme, whose giddy summit boicds 
Sheer o’er the procipiee. Let not thy foot 
Press those illusive patlis that beckon upwards i 
Rest thou below. Per if o’er the deep valleys 
The clouds gloom darkly at thO break of morn. 

Tot those before might of day shall flee, 

Lcating the plains to calm security, 

Zein Ben Atia had, meanwhile, arrived in the territory of 
Sanhaga, which lie found in a state of revolt against its 
aovereign, Badis Ben Mansur Ben Balkin, who had been at 
variance with the nobled of his people from the time of his 
father’s death. Availing himself of that occasion, ZeiriBen 
Atia then sent to request assistance from the Zenete 
Oabilas, when a large body of cavitljy instantly joined him 
from Magarava and other plaeos. He then fell on the 
Comarcas of Sanhaga, which he subjugated, driving tire 
troops of his opponent from the district, and proceeding t(> 
Medina Tahart^ of which he took possession, u he did of 
other towns in the territoiy of Zaub- He also made him- 
self master successively of Tclencen, Xelf, and Masila; 
but in each of these pbiKies he took care to have the nAme 
of the King llixeni El Muyad Billah proclaimed in the 
streets, 

Having laid siege to- Medina Axiada, which was the chief of 
all the towns in. Sanhaga, Zein bhero maintained a battle with 
his enemies from the dawn of morning until late in the 
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afternooii, when the violent cxeTtions lie made re-opened 
the wounds received from the Negro Zaleni, — and of these 
he died. This event took place in the } ear 391. 


CHAP. CII —Of the battle of catat anosoe, and tue death of 

THE HAGIB MDIIAMAD ALMANZOE. 

In the year 390, Muhamad Almanzor marched once more 
on the frontier of eastern Spain, and the Christians came 
forth against him with a powerful host ; but he attacked 
them without delay, and the Christian generals, who now 
feared him as one who held the Sword of Destiny, were 
again defeated and humbled by his hand. Heavy was the 
doom they suffered, and unhappy were the memories that lie 
left among them of that battle of Hisn Dhervera He 
devastated their lands, destroyed their fortresses, and burnt 
their towns 5 — the country which had once been a thickly 
peopled one was made a desert; seeing that the Infidels 
themselves burnt their own villages, hamlets, and dwellings 
of all kinds, to the end that our people might not profit by 
the shelter they afforded. 

All these things accomplished, the Ilagib Muhamad 
Almanzor returned to Cordova in triumph ; and it was then 
that Ahmed Ben Bordi, called Abu Hafas, one of the most 
learned viziers ofthe capital, presented him wdth his poetical 
works, w'hile Suleiman^ Ben Golghal also laid before the 
Hagib his hook, wherein he treats of such of the physicians 
of Spain as had been most extensively renowned for their 
learning in the medical sciences. 

At that time it chanced that the Vizier Ilassan Ben 
Melic Ben Abi Obda, an elegant and accomplished poet, 
entered the chamber of Muhamad Almanzor to pay him a 
visit, when he found the Hagib holding in his hands the 
Proverbs of Sohal Ben Abi Galib, known as Abu Serri, a 
work which had been compiled and written for the Caliph 
Harun Raxid, — and Almanzor said to him, I am much 
pleased with the elegance of this book, and enjoy its merits; 
but the work still requires one thing to render it complete : 
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it wants a good commentary.*’ Hearing tins, the vizier 
Hassan requested the Ilagib to give him the book, and, 
having received the same, retired with it to his house. A 
week only had elapsed from that time, when he again ap- 
peared in the palace of Almanzor, to whom he now presented 
a learned commentary on the work of Solial, in three 
hundred verses, of which ho had made a beautiful copy, and 
this he now laid before the Hagib Of this composition 
Muhamad Almanzor was accustomed to say, that the com- 
mentary of Hassan Ben Melic was tho most elegant work 
ever written in Spain, — and the same thing was affirmed by 
llusoin BenWalid Abulcaaiminthe academies of Almanzor, 
where Hassan, the author of the commentary, was at that time 
competing in poetical improvisation with Abulola Said Ben 
Albassan, and with Gchuar El Tegibi, known as Abeii 
Eloriso of Almeria. 

In the year 391, there departed for the East, Abderahman 
Ben Old Amon of TJcles, a disciple of Abu Othman Ben 
Said Ben Salem El Mageriti, so called fiom his native place 
Magerit, in the territory of Toledo ; a man widely renowned 
in Africa, Egypt, and the Iracas, not only for his groat 
'knowledge, but for his exemplary life How El Taglebi of 
Cordova was once sojourning with Abu Othman at Medina 
Bagdad, and one day, the former going forth from the city, 
arrived at certain rustic abodes at no great distance, where 
he found a Saqui, or water-camer, who held in his hand a 
beautifully cut and graven glass of crystal, formed with 
extraordinary grace, and filled with the purest and clearest 
water. It was then the season of roses, which had, how- 
ever, but just begun, and El Ta^^i, gathering some very 
fresh ones, placed them m that crystalline water, whicli 
looked all empurpled with the glow of the fiowers as they 
shone through the transparency of the glass. . 

“ How as I w’as examining all this attentively,” relates. 
El Taglebi, “ the water-carrier said to me, ‘ What art thou 
looking at, Mogrebi ? dost thou stand thus admiring the 
beauty of the roses ?’ To which I made answer and said, 

Tea, that do I : seen thus in that crystal vase, the beaut\ 
of the roses enchants me.’ ‘ Hear, then,’ rejoined tht^ 
water-carrier, 'a thought of mine concerning this flower 
and vase.’ Whereupon he repeated the lines that follow — 
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‘Tlie ro^ol tlio rose ! she holds the tlirouc of flowers ; 

Her empire none declines : 

To her the blossoms bend in all their bolters, — 

Their lovely queen, the rose, supremo she shines ’ ” 

And now, that the Christians might not hare reposo for a 
single year, the Hagih Muhamad Almanzor commanded the 
assemblage of a large army : cavaliy from the -African pro- 
vinces made an important part of this force ; and the first 
division of those troops disembarked at Algezmi Alhadra, 
while the second was landed at Santa Maria, in Ocsonoba. 
The governor of Santarem, in.AJgarva, Parhon Ben Abdallah 
Ben Abdelwalid, also assembled a large body of cavalry, as 
did the \Yalios of Merida and Badajos, who summoned all 
the banners of their territories, respectively, to take part in 
the conflict about to be renewed. The banners of Toledo 
were in like manner assembled ; and m the year 302, the 
ilagib Muhainad Almanzor commenced his march upon 
the Comarcas of the Christian territories with a great and 
powerful host. 

The report of these preparations caused a similar move- 
ment among^ the Infidels, and they gathered all their force 
to go forth against Almanzor. The Moslemah were 
arranged in two great divisions : the first comprising the 
cavalry of Andalusia, and the second that of Afnca. The 
stream of war then poured itself over the country on each 
bank of the Douro, without meeting resistanco at any part, 
and the inarch of the invading forces was continued along 
that river, even to its sources. 

The Christians had meaiwhile established their camp in 
the Oomarca of Calat Ahosor, and had divided their host 
into three great bodies, which covered the face of the 
country with their multitudes, as do the widelv e3s:tend^ 
clouds of tho locust, when they como darkening ril the 
plains. 

When the adv^anced guard of the ihroslemah diseorered 
the camp of the Infidels, and reported the vast extent ovet 
which the broad wings thereof wore spread, the hearts of 
the Eaithful were troubled, and they represented the same 
to the Hagib Muhamad Almanzor, who tliereupon made a 
recognizance in person, and, having examined the position 
of the enemy, then arranged his troops for the battle. 
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There were some few sldrmiahcs between the outposts that 
same day, but the approach of eveniug prevented the com-^ 
batants from coming to a general eugagoment, 

Tet in the sliort truce permitted to them by the shadows 
of night, the Moslemah generals did not venture to give 
themselves to repose. Anxious and doubtful, they passed 
the hours of darkness between fear and hope, looking up to 
the stars and turning their eyes ever and anon to that part 
of the heavens where day must soon appear. But the 
coming of those roseate tints which precede lier arrival— 
the brightness of the dawn which is wont to gladden the 
hearts of men, — ^then sensed rather to darken the spirits of 
the fearful, while the clangoui’' of the trumpets and sound 
of martial instruments, usually so inspiriting, filled even the 
most courageous and experienced with dread. The Kagih 
Muhamad Almanzor made his prayer of the dawn ; the 
generals took up their, respective positions and assembled 
their banners. The Chrisrians also put tliemsolves in move- 
ment, their divisions coming forth in excellent order, and 
the earth trembling beneath their feet. 

Then the Ataquebiras* and clamours of all kinds arising 
from both camps, the roars of the trumpets and the thunders 
of the drums, with the neighiuga of a thousand horses, a 
thousand times repeated, were sent back in echoes from 
the neighbouring hills, until it seemed that the earth and 
Jieavens were coming together. The battle commenced 
with equal animosity, as vith equal braveiy, on both sides, 
and was maintained with admirable constancy by either 
host. The Christian cavaliers, with their horses sheathed 
in mail, fought like famished ■wolves, and their generals 
appeared everywhere in the hottest fury of the straggle, 
directing and animating their people. Muhamad Almamsor 
in like manner spurred his fiery chai'ger in. turn towards 
every part of his force ; he resembled a raging panther leap- 
ing on the prey, and thirsting for blood. With his Anda- 
lusian cavalry ho dashed amidst the iron-clad warriors, and 
plunging into the thickest of the ardent fight, enraged at 

* The Alaquebiras are those praises to God witTx which tho Mosiemak 
enter the battle, cxymg Allah,, Hu Adbar" — God is tho greatest, the 
most powerful.— 
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the unusual tenacity of the resistance, and the harharous 
valour of those infidel hordes, llis generals also performed 
miracles of bravery ; the African cavaliers more than once 
broke the ranks of those serried squadrons, ■which the 
Christians, on their part, hastened to close and make good, 
giving them to appear the moment after thab encounter 
as though naught had assailed them. The dust arising 
from that enormous extent of battle-field obscured tbe sun 
before his hour, and "with its thick darkness anticipated the 
dusky wings of night ; thus separating the contending 
hosts without either being able to say that the other had 
yielded a foot of that ensanguined space, although the earth 
had become hidden beneath the multitude of the corpses, 
and reeked with the blood of men. 

That night, as Muhamad Almanzor sat waiting in hi.^ 
pavibon, for the accustomed assembling of his generals, and 
looked that they should come around him, as was their 
wont, he perceived that they delayed to appear ; and en- 
quiring the cause, he discovered that nearly all wfiio had 
not already fallen on the field of battle were severely 
wounded. Then alone did he comprehend the extent of injury 
that his host had suffered, w^hereupon he gave orders that 
the camp should be broken up, and before the dawn Almanzor 
was on his way to the passage of the Douro, which he ef- 
fected by the bridges of Andalusia : but his retreat was made 
with the diminished force arranged in order of battle, lost 
the Christians should follow to renew the fight. 

On their part, those Infidels, remarking the movement in 
the Moslemah camp, and be!y.eving their enemy to be about 
to renew tbe sanguinary (JDntest, arranged themselves also 
in order of battle ; but becoming aware of the retirement 
of Almanzor, they made no effort to intercept his march, 
wearied as they were with the labours of the previous day, 
and their force as well as that of the Hagib being much 
weakened by the heavy losses they had sustained. 

Almanzor was in the meanwhile pursuing his retreating 
path, but with a spirit so dejected and oppressed, that he 
neglected to give attention to wounds of considerable 
gravity which he had himself received in the battle ; tlie 
agitation of mind and sadness of heart which he suffered, 
rendered those injuries more serious j he became unable to 
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retain his scat on horseback, and felt that his life was ajj- 
proaching its close. His people then placed him m a litter, 
and thus borne on the shoulders of the soldierv, he pro- 
ceeded some fourteen leagues further, which brought him 
to Walcorari, on the frontiers of Castile and in the vicinity 
of Medina Zelim. Hero he was met by his son Abdel- 
melic, who had been despatched by the king Hixem El Muyad 
BiUah to enquire of liis welfare. In this place Almanzor 
died, and that event occurred on Monday the twenty-fifth^ 
of the moon Eamazan in the year of the Hegira 392, t he 
being at that time in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

When the rumour of his death began to be heard amonir 
the troops, there rose the voice of bitter wailing, and they said. 
“ We have lost our leader, our defender, our father;” and 
they spoke the truth ; long did the soldiers mourn him with 
a heavy sorrow. The command of the host was assumed by 
Abdclmelic Almudafar, son of the Hagib Muhamad ; and 
the troops bore the body of their general to Medina Zelim. 
where they interred the remains in the vestments w^hiili 
Almanzor had worn in the battle, seeing that he died in tlu^ 
service of God : they covered him, moreover, with the aro- 
matic dust collected in more than fifty victorious contests 
against the Infidels. His bier was accompanied by the 
whole army ; the prayer for hiiii being said by his son Ab- 
delmelic. May God have mercy upon him ! 

Very remarkable is the sepulchre of Almanzor at Medina 
Zelim, and upon it are engraved the following verses : — 

“ lie lives no more : but liis high deeds have left 
So proud a memory in this Ki/ijor world, 

Tliat, hearing their relation, tliou mayst know him 
As stood lie hvnig there bclbre thuio eyes. 

* Edobi, AJabar, and Hayan ITomaidi, all agree in assigning the 
25th of Bamazan, 392, as tlic date of Almanzor’s death ; but Abulfedu, 
in his Annals, a0irins that 393 was the year, and the Archbishop 
Bodngo gives the same date. The epitaph of the Hagib is repeated 
by numerous authors, and among them by AbuZeib Ben Xarif, who 
cites it in his work on the metric art. The Annalist of Fez adds th.\l 
ho was covered with the dust of his battles before mentioned. Husoin 
Bon Asim wrote the life of Muhamad Almanzor under the title ol' 
Alamorian Exploits.’^ The Spanish version of the epitaph given m the 
text was made bymy friend Pon Leandro Fernandez de IMoratin — Conclt . 
t A.I) 1002. 
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Sucli aa h© was we shall not see again 
I'lmmgh all tlio coming ages, Kevor more 
Shall rib© BO groat a leader. Ever oonqiioniig, 

Of Ismail’s people ho increased the cmpu’c, 

Uliat w ell he knew to guard Alas, our father, 

Our shelter, and our shiold 

Tlic Hagib Muhamad Ben Abdallah Ben Abi Ainer, called 
Almanzor, ruled the state with much glory and honour 
during live and twenty years : he was entrusted by fcJobihn, 
mother of King Hixein, with all negociations, whether of 
peace or war, aud nothing was done in tlie kingdom witb^ 
out his consent, insomuch that he wanted only the name of 
king; but, of a truth, to his prudence, bTave^ 3 ^ and good 
fortune, the country owed great prosperity and numerous 
conquests. He was alwa^-’s the victor of its enemies, and 
never saw the infidel host that he did not defeat it ; neither 
was city or fortress ever besieged by him without being 
compelled to surrender. The frontier of the Moslcmah was 
extended by Ms prowess to the uttermost limits of Spain, 
and made to stretch from sea to sea. During all the time 
of Ms government the internal peace of the state never 
suffered interruption, because the fear in wMch aU men 
stood of the Ha^b prevented any from daring to raise the 
slightest spark of sedition, or venture a single act of dis- 
obedience i thus the insurrections by which all Spam had 
previously been but too often set in flames, was unknown in 
the time of Almanzor, wherefore the state was in his day 
great and flourishing : it had; indeed, attained, beneath the 
rule of his hand, to a degree of power and importance not 
hoped for in earlier times'! The victorious battles which 
Almanzor fought against the Christians amounted to more 
' than fifty, insomuch that their intimidated kings had more 
than once sent -to intreat for peace, but could not obtain 
it at his hand. 

Muhamad Almanzor was born in the year 327, vhich was 
that of the great battle of Alhandac near Zamora ; and his 
death took place at the end of liamazan in the year 3fl2* 
The Lord selected the arm of Almanzor to avenge Islam. 

*When the fatal intelligence of the Hagib’s deatli readied 
Cordova it caused the utmost grief, and the day was one of 
nniversal mourning not in that city only but throughout 
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the Ivingclom ; and it was long before the people could con- 
sole themselves for that heavy 

The populace of Cordova had at this time certain verses, 
written by Ibrahim lien Edns El ITasam, very Ircqueuilyin 
their mouths. These luu^a prognosi mated evil to the JStato 
from the prodominanceof Almanzor and his partisans, whom 
he calhid the Alamerios j and for having written the same, that 
noble Alrieau poet liad received sentence oi* banishment from 
Cordova some short time after the death of AJhassan Ben 
Kenuz. The verses are these : — 

“ All Heaven and the glad Earth rejoicing lay 
Bathed m your erescunt Moon’s refulgent light, 

Yo sons of great Omoya. But tho Eull 
Hath oortio, and tho Becresonce must ensue. 

Toa, much J fear me that the deep colipgo 
Uow paling her fair beams, slmll pass no moro 
Till comes tho utter darkness. Xour clear star 
Once shining high, hath sunk, and Fortune’s smile 
JIatli loft your house, ye sons of great Omoya.”* 


CHAP. OIII.— Of Trrr govebnmfnt of abdelmelic aimudafab, 

SON OF TUB nAOIB HUnAACAB AliATANZOB. 

The Sultana Sobihn, mother of Hixem El Muyad Billah, 
was removed from life about this time ; but before her de- 
parture she had counselled her son to place the government 
111 the hands of Abdelmelic, soB.nf Almanzor, in whom she 
trusted that there would bo found tho qualities of prudence, 
bravery, and virtue, wdiich had distinguished his father. 
And as the Sultana-mother had advised him to do, Hkem 
Ben Alhakein did, all applauding that judicious decision, 
since it was known that Abdelmelic Almudafar had inherited 
the valour and prudence of Mnhamad Almanzor, although 
he had not the same imariable good fortune. And in that 
respect his life contradicted the predictions of the astro- 
logers, who had prophesied at his birth that the greatness 
of Spain would arrive at its highest degree of glory in his 
days ; yet it is true that for some time the state did enjoy 
considerable prosperity under liis governraent. King Iliveni 
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uioan'^hile continued in his wonted retiretnoiit, given up to 
the pleasures b.v which he was surrounded and lu ^\hich he 
had passed his file. 

In Africa, the Ameer Alman Ben Zeii'i had held command 
since the death of lus father, Zeiri Ben Atia ; the Zenete 
Cabilas having proilered him their allegiance. Being made 
ac(iuainted with the departure of Muhamad Almauzor from 
the life of this world, Alman Ben Zeiri wrote to Abdel- 
melic, requesting him to confirm his nomination as Ameer 
of Magreb, to which the son of Almauzor consented with- 
out delay, sending him at the same time a magnificent vest- 
ment, a sword, and a fine horse richly caparisoned. Nor 
did Almm Ben Zeiri fail to maintain his obedience faith- 
fully to the Hagib Abdelmelie and to King Hixein Ben Al- 
hakem, whom he caused to be proclaimed in all his states ; 
wherefore, to increase his power, Abdelmelie recalled the 
general Wadha El Eeti from his office as Wall of Fez, 
commanding that general to return to Cordova, and placing 
the government of Fez and its dependencies in the hands 
of jiUman Ben Zeiri. 

Being thus favoured, Alman offered to send a yearly 
present to Cordova, consisting of a certain number of horses 
selected from those of the moat noble race, with suitable ca- 
parisons ; and that proposal being accepted, with the first of 
those presents he dispatched his son Manser as a hostage for 
his loyalty and obedience. This happened in the year 393, 
and the young Manser soon became much beloved among 
the greater nobles of Cordova, where he remained until the 
commencement of those tribulations and civil discords which 
eventually ensued, and wherein the state and dignity of the 
Alameries* came to an end, as we shall presently see. God 
alone is eternal, and His sovereignty alone endureth for ever. 

ITow the Hagib Abdelmelie Almudafar had proposed to 
himself to walk m the footsteps of his father as regarded 
the Infidel, making two irruptions in each year on the ter- 
ritories of the Christian kings ; and in this year of 393 he 
did very happily avenge the blood of the Moslem ah which 
had flowed on the day that beheld the Hagib Almauzor 
receive his death wound. In his first campaign Abdelmelie 


* The partizans of the house of Muhamad Almauzor were so called. 
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repaired to the eastern frontier of Spam, and arrived at 
Lerida, where he gave battle to the Christians, and defeating 
them with great slaughter, drove them back to their moun- 
tains : the strife was a very obstinate one, and in the midst 
of it there died that Aynb Ben Amer of Saltis, who, having 
become an object of suspicion to the Ilagib Almanzor on 
account of the peace made with the king of G-allicia, had 
been imprisoned by him in the year 385, as before related : 
but having been released by Abdelmelic, he had accompanied 
that ruler in the campaign now in question, and had died 
fighting with much valour. His remains were then buried 
in the mosque of Lerida. 

The Hagib Abdelmelic Almiidafar then returned to Cor- 
dova, where he was received with many demonstrations of 
gladness ; the people having conceived much hope from the 
success of his first campaign as Ilagib, and all promis- 
ing themselves a succession of triumphs and victories over 
the Infidel. 

Now the Cadi of Cordova, Aben Dhakuen, had recom- 
mended the Hagib Abdelmelic Almiidafar to confer the 
charge of the Cadiate of Toledo on Clialaf Ben Meruan, El 
Sahari, who was much renowned for his wisdom and virtues, 
which Abdelmelic did accordingly ; hut the Sahari accepted 
that office with reluctance, and shortly afterwards requested 
his dismissal from its cares, desiring to devote himself to 
religious meditations, and the practices of asceticism, with 
undisturbed tranquillity. Ohalaf Ben Meruan had studied 
m Cordova, and in the year 372 had repaired to the East 
for the further prosecution of hfe studies. 

' ^ At this time that erudite and renowned poet of Eastern 
Spain, Suleiman Ben Mohran, of Saragossa, arrived in Cor- 
dova, and instantly joined the Academies, or assemblies of 
active spirits, who met in the house of the Vizier Abulaabag 
Iza Ben Said, who was a member of the Mexuar, or Council 
of the Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar, where many learned 
men were in the habit of assembling after the death of 
Muhamad Almanzor. But among these there was one who 
would never appear in any of the meetings, or take part in the 
customary competitions, after that ruler had departed from 
life. This was Said Ben El Hassan, El Eebai, called Abu- 
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lola, who, tlioxigh eonstiintly urged to .ioiii thoui liy the Sous 
of the Hagib, could uovor to prevailed ou to do m, 

A frieud of miuo ” saith Abu Mcruau Boii llayau, “ did 
nevertheless hear this Abulola reciting certain vci'hcs wliich 
ha had made to the praise of Abdolinclic Almudafar, son of 
Mohamad Almanzior, in the year 3f>G ; but a short time 
after that the poet determined to leave Spain, and passed 
over into Sicily, where he spent the remainder of his life, 
and eventually died, departing to the mercy of Allah in the 
year 417.*’ 

Towards the close of the year 393, Chalaf Ben iresuud 
El Jurawi of Mclila, called El Blalki, and* blown as Ah on 
Amina, came to Cordova for the purpose of contimiing his 
studies in that dty, where his erudition and other excellent 
qualities caused him to ho much esteemed by the Hagih 
Abdelmelie Almudafar, as well as by the Cadi, Abu Dliak- 
nOn. lu that year there died at Seville tho most accom- 
plished scholar of Spain : this was Ahu Omar Ahmed Ben 
Abdallah, Icnown as El Begi, whoso acquirements in the 
different branches of art and science surpassed those of 
every other man in that country. There was no man of 
reputation for learning whom the father of Abu Omar h&i 
not sought and appropriated to the benefit of his son : the 
yqung man studied with all the most learned doctors, whether 
of the East or Vest, travelling for that purpose in Africa, 
Egypt, Syria, and Khorassan ; insomuch that at the age of 
eighteen the extent of his knowledge was a marvel, Jle 
lived the greater part of his days in Seville, whore lio was 
born ; and even in his e^rHest youth tho Cadi of that city, 
Aben Faweris, very frequently consulted him in aflairs of 
the highest importance. 

At Cordova, in the same year, there died tlie celebrated 
general Jali Ben Ahmed Ben Jali, one of the most ahlo 
leaders of the AJamories. In the last hours of his life lie 
expressed deep regret for the sickness, which, reducing him 
to the necessity of dying in his hod, had not permitted him 
to depart from life on tho field of battle, as becomes a good 
cavalier. 

In the year 394, the Hagib Abdelmelie Almudafar as- 
sembled a large force of cavalry, with equal strength of foot- 
soldiers, and marched towards the frontiers of Gallicia, which 
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he crossed, carrying into that country the devastation 
of the tempest, lie met the Christian host in a pitched 
battle near Leon, and having defeated his enemies he took 
possession of the city. After this the Hagib continued his 
incursions on the Comarcas with tolerable success, and 
having constantly retained a certain amount of advantagi^ 
over the Iniidcls, he returned to Cordova with much spoil 
and many captives During four consecutive years did the 
Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar thus march on the territories 
of the Christians, hearing ruin and devastation along the whole 
line of the frontier, east and west, nor did he once fail to de- 
stroy in the summer whatever those Infidels had been able 
to make good during the winter. In this year of 394 there 
appeared in the heavens a comet, or blazing star, of great 
magnitude and astonishing splendour. 

In the year 396 there was witnessed a second phenomenon 
of similar kind ; a bright star, namely, which was seen in the 
heavens, and was one of those which are accompanied by 
great thunders while they run their course : this bemg one 
of the twelve notable ones mentioned by the most ancient 
observers. The learned watched the course of that star with 
much attention, and many were of opinion that none of this 
species ever appears unless when &od the Highest, in His 
special providence, hath determined to bring about great 
changes in the world. 

In this same year the ships of the Moslemah sailed 
to the coasts of Italy, and making a descent upon Sa- 
lerno they put that city to contribution, But while the 
invaders were carelessly awaiting fh^ treasure thus exacted, 
the inhabitants made a sudden onslaught, whereby their 
assailants were thrown] into great confusion ; and although 
they did ultimately succeed in regaining their ships, that 
was not done before they had suffered an irreparable loss, 
the bravest of their number having perished in the conflict. 

The Hagib Abdelmelic Almudafar, repairing to the city 
of Toledo in the year 397, there visited the Xeque Muhamad 
Ben Ibrahim El Coxeri, of Cordova, a man of great wis- 
dom, and extensively known for his prudence in council, the 
austerity of his life, and his contempt for all the vanities oi‘ 
the world. It chanced that Abdelmelic one day proceeding 
to visit this sage on a certain Juma after the hour of 

Toil. TI. B 
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public prayer, found tlic doctor surrounded by hia djsciples, 
to whom be was expounding a question of science. Having 
requested permission to enter, Abdelmelic received tlie 
Xcque’s reply desiring bim to do so; but althougb bLu- 
bamad Ibrahim perceived tliat it was the llagib who ap- 
proached, he hade his disciples not rise to receive him, but 
keep their places, which they all did as commanded. 
Abdolmelic entered tlie apartment, where he was received 
by the Xoque with much courtesy, which he returned by 
doing great honour to the school of the sage. After re- 
maining a certain time, the son of Ahnanzor took lus leave, 
entreatingthat Muham^Ben Ibrahim would reconiincnd him 
to Grod in his Adoas, or supplications ; whemipon tlm Xcquo 
instantly made his prayer and said, '' Allahoma !* O Lord 
Allah! In the hearts of the suhieets of this thy servant 
do thou place the perfection of obedience, and in his lioart let 
there he love and good will for them ail.’ ’ With that blessing 
the Hagib Abdelmehc Almudaikr departed. 

Having remained at Toledo for some time awaiting tlm 
assembling of the hauners of that province, Abdchuolic 
theri pursued his march, and falling on the territories of the 
Christians he inflicted great damago on those unibelievm. 

At that time there came to Cordovunot a few of the moat 
important men among the Christiana, who had- left their 
home in consequence of certain disquictudoa there prevailmg, 
and these persons now requested permission from thoi Hagib 
Abdelmehc Almudafar to establish thoir abode in the 
capital, or within a short distanco of its gates.. Abdelmelic 
then made known that request to King Hiiein, who rejoiced 
much in their demand, and accorded them pormissiioii to 
dwell within the city itself, causing them to be given houses 
in gardens, wherein they might dwell with aeouritj and 
much convenience. 

The kings of the Christians now begged peace from the 
]M[o3lemah,_hui Almudafar made reply to the oflbet. that he 
could not live at peace with them, aini would not oonisent to 
more than a truco ol two years. The conditioms for tins truce 
were then made by the interveation of Abdallah Ben Ab- 

* “Allahoma is an invoeation of th® Cfoatop, which' ox'jw’essos 
utiaoBt waffoatli of trust, and tovcjitiicc'i it Jiasa.!! the force and 
■3uergy of the mterjeetion, without its 
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dolaziz. Wall of Toledo, who one of Uie family of the 
Mcriians, was a kinsman of the king, and had been a great 
Ihcnd of the Hhgih Muhamad Almanzor, whom he had 
accompanied in many of his campaigns, but more cspeciially 
in tlie incursions made hy Almanzor against the people of 
Grallicia. 

This Abdallah had also contracted a close friendship with 
the king of the Christians, ivho frequently sent him luag- 
uiiicont presents in vases of gold and silver, ibid the 
commencoincnt of that amicable intereoiirso was on this 
wise : among the captives taken in one of his irruptions, 
Abdallah Ben Abdelaziz had found a very beautiful damsel, 
whose graces of demeatior, with her gentle sweetness and 
high cultivation of mind, had subdued the heart of Abdallah, 
by whom she was beloved without measuirej bu* having 
b^n informed that the damsel was the daughter of the 
Ohmatian king, the general sent her back with all her 
attendants to her father’s court, nor would he accept any 
ransom for one of the number. 

The years of peace accorded by that truce having elapsed, 
Almudafar then prepared once more to make incursions on 
the Com areas of the Christians, He destroyed the fortresses 
which they had construcied, cut up the tilled ground, and 
took much spoil, with many captives. The walls of Avila 
were demolished by his order ; and, proceeding to Salamanca, 
lie thence pushed forward into the interior of Qallicia and 
Portugal. In Ins backward march, the Hagib took his way 
by the shores of the Douro, destroying the fortresses of 
Gonnaz and Uxada as he procegded. These things done, 
Abdelinelic returned conqueror* to Cordova^ where he 
arrived with a large force of cavaby. This took place in 
the year 398, and in the SSamo year ho marched again 
upon Gallicia, taking in his company the yeiing Manser, 
son of Ahnaau Ben /jeiri, the Wall of Eez. 

On this expedition^ the ITagib AbcLelmclic Almudafar rode 
at the head of four thousand cavaliers, aH clothed in cuirasses 
and coats of mail glittering like the stars, their horses also 
being furnished Mith caparisons of sillc having a doubled 
lining. That bedy was followed by the cavaby of Anda- 
lusia and Africa — -soldiers well inured to ^^ar, and moat of 
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whom had distinguished themselves in many a perilous en- 
counter. ThcHO troops were led by the Wali of Toledo, the 
Governor of Badalyos, and the young hlanser Ben Almann, 
who was mounted on a fiery war-horso, furious as a lion of 
the desert, and partaking of all that animosity to the foe 
W’hich was felt by Ins valiant rider. 

The Christians camo forth to meet tho Moslemah host with 
infinite bravery ; hut, although they wore the heroes of their 
time, men who had acquired their experience in many battles, 
and were familiar with all the terrors and cruelties of the 
hottest fight, yet they were thrown into confusion, defeated, 
and put to flight, the forces of the llagib falling upon them 
like dragons, and at length forcing them from a field which 
they would yet not abandon until it had been died a deep 
red with their blood. 

The pursuit was taken up by Abdelmelic Almudafar 
himself, who followed tho Infidels with his cavalry; but 
they, having obtained a partial refuge among tho asperi- 
ties of a •somewhat difficult pass, recovered from their 
dismay. They then renewed the sanguinary combat, and 
fought like raging tigers, insomuch that the JMEoslemah there 
suffered great loss. The night coming on, put an end to 
the struggle, and under favour of the obscurity the Chris- 
tians retired to their savage mountains ; then the Moslemah, 
seeing the notable losses they had sustained, recrossed the 
frontier, and thence proceeding to Medina Toledo, they 
finally returned to Cordova. 

No long time after the close of tho campaign here in 
question, tho Hagib Ab^eimelic Almudafar fell sick, and 
that heavy malady increasing unto death, he departed in the 
moon of JSafar in the year 399, not without grave suspicions 
that he had been poisoned. His death was deeply regretted 
by all good men; and his bier was accompanied to the 
burial-place by all the nobles of the city, i^delmelic, tho 
son of Almanzor, governed the state with ^inuch prudence 
and prosperity during a period of six years and four 
months. 

In this year there also died the preceptor of the Hagib 
Abdelmelic Almudafar, Ahmed Ben Abdelaziz Ben Terazi 
Ben Abi Hubab of Cordova, a wise and excellent man. 
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He had lived ninety years, and was buried in the Macbora 
or cemetery of the Kiisafa. The prayer was made for him 
by the Cadi Ahmed Ben Dhecuen. 


CHAP. CIV. — Of the government op abdeeahman, son of 

ALMANZOE, AND OF HIS DEATH. 

The King Hixem El Muyad Billah, who had no will but 
that of his servants, received from them the proposal to 
appoint Abderahman, brother of Abdelmelic Almudafar, his 
Hagib, and ho did so accordingly. In this Abderahman, 
who was a captain of his guard, the king hoped co find the 
high qualities and good fortune which had distinguished and 
accompanied his father and brother ; but it is a common 
thing for man to be mistaken in his judgments and dis- 
appointed in his hopes : G-od alone is omniscient. 

When Amaan* Ben Zeiri was made acquainted with the 
choice of the now Hagib, he sent rich presents, which were 
offered to Abderahman Ben Muhamad Almanzor by the 
hands of the young Manser, son of Araaan Ben Zeiri, who 
was then residing in Cordova as a hostage for his father’s 
fidelity. Among the gifts thus presented were one hundred 
and fifty horses of the most generous race : and the Hagib 
Abderahman, well content with the courtesy of Amaan, 
did great honour to the envoys of that Ameer, giving them 
rich vestments and precious jewels, with other marks of 
favour : he also sent the young Mnnser back to his father. 
More than ev^er bound to the Hagib by that obligation, 
Amaan Ben Zeiri collected the best horses that could be 
found in Barbary, and these he despatched into Andalusia 
to the number of one thousand, than which a more costly 
and valuable gift was never sent from Almagreb to Spain. 

Now the Hagib Abderahman Ben Muhamad was a young 
man much devoted to his pleasures j he spent the day iu 

* Or Alman, as claewliero written. Our author, following his Arabic 
authorities with scrupulous fidelity, and seeking his materials in the 
pages of many writers, adopts the orthography now ot one and now of 
another, a praorice of which we here have an instance. — Te. 
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the elegant occupations of elxivalrj, and the niglii in festivn 
entertaiiiments, never having l>een accustomed to thi’i 
severity of mannova, the grave application to ihe business of 
government, and the toils of \iar, in ‘whicli tfic days and 
nights of his father and broiht'r had been employed ; *he was 
altogether oceiipit'd by the pleasures and pastimes of tht> 
court. Yet Abderahman was of his nature a frank and 
cordial youth, nor by any means the worthless and indolent 
person whom ho is by some writers declared to have been. 
Those who describe limi as a man witlioiit self-respect, and 
ihe disgrace of his lineage, and who affirm tliat he merited 
nothing better than deposition from his office, arc mere 
detractors. 

Possessing great* riches, Abderahman was so generous in 
giving, as to border on prodigality ; in his person and the 
height of his stature he reaemblei his father Almanzor, and 
even for that circumstance was greatly beloved by the 
people, who applauded all his levities, and found something 
to admire in his most extravagant tastes. Ho lived in the 
closest intimacy with th^ King Hixem El Muyad Billah : 
but the familiarity of princes is often fatal to him who en- 
joyeth the same — ^rarely doth it endure — very rarely hath it 
found a happy termination, — whether because the man so 
privileged having nothing more to wish, is apt to become 
negligent of his service and exacting in his expectations, or 
whether, losin,g his judgment in the giddiness of his height, 
he gives occasion to the unquiet spirit of ambition, which is 
ever mining the edifices of vanity, to work his down&ll, is not 
here to be discussed, — ^it^shall suffice us to Imow, that the 
instability of his condition who lives on the breath of 
princes is a truth universally acknowledged. 

How the l^ing Hixem El Muyad Billah had no son to 
succeed him in the empire, and "altliough his age was not 
such as to make his having one improbable, yet the young 
Hagib Abderahman, consulting only his inconsiderate vanity, 
had the boldness to propose that his sovereign should declare 
him the future successor to the throne. But in this he did 
not consider the kinsmen of the king, of whoso opinions 
on the subject he made no account w'hatever. Confiding in 
the unstable inclinations of the people, who loved and 
blessed him, with a blind devotion on the part of some, and 
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on that of otliers TvHltli a better founded affection, resulting 
from tlicir respect to the memory of his father, he con- 
tinued to press the matter, until he had persuaded 
Hixeni to accede to his wishes ; the public declaration rf 
the king’s puqioseto bo suspended only until after Yhderah- 
inan Ben Almanzor should return Iroin his first expeditupfi 
against the Christians, in which he hoped to obtain a bril- 
liant success. 

These things were as yet discussed in secret only, and 
within the halls of the Alcazar ; yet suspicions of what was 
intended did not fail to be aroused by those slight circum- 
stances which ever betray what the parties concerned 
believe they are ahly concealing, and the hatred and indig- 
nation of all connected with the house of Menian was vt 
once awakened thereby. These feelings were more especi- 
ally manifested by a cousin of the king, a young man 
called Muhamad Ben Hixem Ben Abdelgiabar Ben Abderah- 
man Anasir, a young man of much bravery, who was the 
presumed successor to the throne, in the event of there 
being no son born to King Hixem This Muhamad not 
being able to endure any longer the pretensions of the 
Hagib Abderahman, whom the people called Anasir, de- 
parted for Cordova, and repaired to the frontiers of Castile, 
in which country he assembled numerous forces. Many 
Alcaides holding rule in that district then joined the partj,’- 
of Muhamed Ben Hixem, and having called their bannerw 
together, they entered Andalusia, making the vain hopes 
and unreasonable aspirations of the Hagib Abderahman a 
subject of consideration and diaagproval in all the towns 
through which they passed. These partizans of Muhamad 
declared that the Hagib had compelled King Hixem’s assent 
to his desire for being declared successor to the throne, 
and had acted without any regard to the respect due from 
his family to the royal house of Meruan. Tfc was not 
difficult to persuade the nobles to oppose themselves io that 
design, and the rather as many of them were already suffi- 
ciently envious of the power monopolized by the Alabaries. 
as the family and partizans of the Hagib Muhamad Ben 
Abdallah Ben Abi Amer, El Moaferi, named Almanzor, had 
long been called. 

When Abderahman Ben Muhamad received intelligence 
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of wlmt had been dono, and saw the tempest approaching, 
bo took arms with iiiiiiiito diligence, and sallied forth from 
Cordova with the African cavalry and guard of the king, 
lioping to defeat and disembarrass himself of his enemies 
before they could have time to increase and concentrate 
their power. But scarcely had the Hagib left the city, before 
Muhamad Ben Hixein was informed of his departure by tlio 
Vizier Tza Ben Said and others attached to his party, who 
furthermore took care to let him know that the garrison of 
Cordova was not a strong one. Acting on that intelligence, 
Mnhamad divided his forces into two bands, and marching 
by remote ways, he hastened with the utmost celerity to 
the capital, wdiieh he entered wdth the flow’er of bia cavalry. 
At once possessing himself of the Alcazar, Muhamad like- 
wise seized the person of King Hixom ; and tliat done, he 
published an edict deposing the llagib Abderahman Ben 
Almanzor from Ins oflice. 

Thus, then, did malicious fortune begin suddenly to 
perturb and disarrange the previously prosperous affairs of 
Spain. 

But now the Ilngib Abderahman, receiving notice in his 
turn of what had taken place, was filled with a violent 
anger, and, in opposition to the advice of his counsellors, 
returned immediately to Cordova, confiding more implicitly 
than he should have done in that unstable thing the inclina- 
tion of the people, and supposing that he should be borne 
forward to empire by the popular breath. Ho entered the 
<"ity with his cavalry, meeting no resistance ; but when ho 
had reached the palace of ^ho Alcazar, he found that position 
occupied by a large forcf^ consisting of all the principal men 
of Cordova, with a groat mass of the common people, now 
become the partizans of Muhamad Ben Hixem. 

A sanguinjiry combat then ensued, the cavaby of Ab- 
derahman breaking and dispersing that multitude at the 
first onset; but tho deposed Hagib soon found to his 
astonishment that the assembled populace did not respond 
to his appeal as he had so confidently anticipated ; many 
paid no regard to his voice, once so potent among them, but 
cried Death to him ! death to him !” It is true that the 
cavaliers by whom Abderahman was attended cut down all 
before them ; but the numbers of their opponents perpetually 
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increasing, he 'vvas at length compelled to order a retreat, 
and endeavour to force his way out of the city. This could 
he effected only by making a cruel carnage among the 
people ; but Abderahman, fighting like a lion, succeeded in 
defending himself and covering his retiring friends, until a 
great number of his people had died around him. Still he 
made good his retreat like the valiant man that he was, 
until, attacked from behind and on each side, as well as in 
front, his horse falling dead beneath him, after a fearful 
struggle, he lay at the mercy of his enemies, pierced 
with the thrusts ot many a lance. Thus badly wounded, he 
was dragged to the presence of Muhaiiiad Ben Hixem, who 
instantly commanded his people to crucify the conquered 
llagib ; an atrocity which w’as committed without the loss 
of a moment. Thus died Abderahman, son of the great Al- 
manzor, and brother to the illustrious AbdelmelicAlmudafar. 
Yet there are still men to be found who can venture to con- 
fide their fate to the changeful and ungrateful people. The 
death of Abderahman Ben Muhamad took place on an 
unhappy Tuesday, the 18th of the moon Giumada,* in 
the year 399.t He had held the government four 
months. 

And now" the name of him who but a few days before 
was the object of the popular admiration, was heard only to 
bo vituperated and made an object of calumny by those who 
had scarcely ceased from blessing him for the benefits re- 
ceived at his hands. The w"ealth of Abderahman was con- 
fiscated to the use of the state, and he w-as never mentioned 
but in terms of obloquy and coijtempt,— the vulgar crowd 
called him “ Sanchuelo,” and his friends dared not defend 
his memory, — nay, they could not venture to appear in 
public without subjecting themselves to the insolent aggres- 
sions of the base multitude. 

Muhamad Abdelgiabar was meanwhile proceeding on the 
path of his ambition, disregarding the Alaineries, who were 

* Honiaidi aflirm'J that iho unfortunate Ahcleraliman Ben Almanzor 
was crucified m tho moon of Begob ; but tlic dates of subsequent events 
confirm that given above, winch is the period assigned by writers of 
the highest authority, — CondS. 

t A.D. 1008 . 
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Bcvcrtlieless noisier few in iiunibor nor ins^i^nificaiit in 
power: he availed himself of the ])opiilar iavour which he 
momentarily enjoyed, and can»cd tliose of his party to 
present a snpplieatmn to Kiii^ Tlixtmi, entreatiii!^ the 
monarch to appoint l^lulumuid his llngib. £3ncccedinj:^ in 
this first attempt, he next, — kiio\^ ing that the A fViinins of tho 
guard, who were for the moat part of the Zenet(‘ Cabilas, 
had incurred the detestation of the multitude, — eommandetl 
that hodj to depart from the palace, and even from the 
capital j an order by which he secured to himself the ah- 
hon*eneo of those troops, as well as of their generals and 
other superior officers, who belonged to the noblest families 
of Africa. 

The new Hagib next appoiniod Chalaf lien IVleruan "Ben 
Omeva Ben Haywat, known as El Sahari, to bo President to 
the Council of Htate ; therein according him tho proferonee 
over the Cadi of the Aljama of Cordova, A bon Bhakmui. 
Chalaf Ben Menian was called El Bahari, from Sahara 
Kaywat, a town in the Spanish Algarve, which had belonged 
to his great-grandfather. Boforo becoming president of the 
coruncil be had been Cadi of Toledo, an office to which lu' 
was appointed by the Hagib Abderahman Almudafar on his 
r^um from his travels in the Bast, but which ho had re- 
sided on the death of that ruler and of the Wall of the city, 
Abdallah Ben Abdelaziz 

The Hagib Muhamad Ben Hixem furthermore selected 
the Cadi Ahmod Ben Abderahman Ben Said, El Huzami, a 
man greatly esteemed for his learning and other merits, to 
be Walilcoda or Chief Jufstice of the Algarbia of Cordova. 
To his own son Obeidala he gave the government of Toledo, 
sending with him as his vizier the renowned poet, Suleiman 
Bon Muhamad Ben Batal, called Abu Ayoub of Badalyos, 
a man of singular genius, who was tho e.^pccial favourite of 
the Hagib JMuhamad Ben Hixem. 

Among the first cares of Muhamad wms that of removing 
from the person of the king all the old and trusted servants 
to whose ministrations he had become accustomed, but who 
were now replaced by others belonging to the party of tho 
new Hagib. A few days after having effected this change, 
desiring to set himself above tho reach of fortune’s caprices, 
and further to try how far his destiny would boar him, 
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IVtuliaraad sent about a report to tho effect that the king 
^vas attacked by a dangerous malady. Then, seeing that 
tho people took but little interest in the condition of their 
sovereign, while the Walics, Viziers, ^and Alchatibea already 
regarded himself as the future successor to the throne, he 
resolved to assassinate tho unfortunate llkem ; hut the 
Alamcri Wadha, who was chamberlain to King Kucm, and 
much attached to his person, succeeded in dissuading Mu- 
haraad from that purpose : acting with equal boldness and 
prudence, he found means to convince the Hagib that he 
might very well succeed in his designs without taking the 
life of tho poor king, who, living retired as he did, and 
being besides well guarded, would present no obstacle to 
tho views entertained by his Hagib, lie added, that Mu- 
hamad Ben Hixem might take all the precautions needful 
for his security, and even suggested himself such as he 
thought most efficacious. 

Persuaded by all tho reasons urgedhy Wadha^El Alamesri, 
Muhamad agreed with the chamberlain that King ilixem 
should be shut up in great secresy, the guardianship of his 
person being confided to one in whom the Hagib felt much 
confidence. 

Many authors tell us that the conspirators placed their sO' 
’vereign in the house of the Vizier Husein Ben Hay, and that 
having sought out a man who closely resembled King Hixem 
in age, height, and features, they carried off that person in 
the night-time, strangled, or, as others say, drowned him> 
and liaving kid his remains in the bed of the sovereign, 
then spread about the report of Hixem’s malady, which has 
boon mentioned above ; and, as if oy his order, performed 
the solemnity of declaring the Hagib Muhamad to be im 
successor. The Walies and Viziers having assembled, they 
published that declaration, and a few hours afterwards the 
mtelligonce of Hisem’s death was also made public. This 
done, they placed tho supposed king on the bier, and buried 
him with great pomp, bus sepulchre being erected in the 
first court of the Alcazar; ail which took place on the 25th 
day of the moon Oiumada Postrera, in the year 399. 
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CHAP. CV.— Ot? the BEION of MnUMAO Elr MOHBI B1LT.AH. 

Ok tlio day when this pretondcd burial of the king -vras 
effected, Muhamad Ben ilixem Ben Abdolgiabar Beii Ab- 
derahman Anaair was proclaimed King of iSpain in Cor- 
dova. He called himself El Mohdi* Billah ; and the prayer 
was made for him in all the Ahninburos of the kingdom. 
The coins were likewise immediately struck in his name. 
Enthroned by these means, one of the earliest acts of tlu^ 
new king’s reign was to repeat and coulinn the order pre- 
viously given for the expulsion of tlie African guard, and 
which he now caused to be executed with the utmost rigour. 
Offended by this decision, the officers assembled, and, taking 
counsel together, they resolved to resist the order: they 
prepared to use their arms for that purpose accordingly, 
being animated in their determination by the captain 
of the guard, Ilixem Eaxid Ben Suleiman Ben Abderahman 
Anasir, who declared the new king a traitorous assassin of 
his sovereign, and encouraged the Zenetes, with the men of 
Barbary, to resist his commands to the death. 

The conspirators then proceeded to surround the Alcazar, 
demanding the head of him whom they called the unjust 
usurper of the throne : but Muhamad sallied forth against 
them at the head of the Andalusian guard, when a san- 
guinary combat ensued. The inhabitants of Cordova quickly 
assembled in vast numbers, and, taking part with the Anda- 
lusians against the Africans, compelled the latter to retire; 
but they made a fearfiil '^jarnage among the citizens, who 
had offered themselves with more boldness than prudence to 
that unequal struggle, which lasted all that evening and 
through a great part of the night ; nay, the conflict was re- 
commenced <%^ith the first approach of the dawn. 

The Africans were nevertheless finally compelled to 
abandon'their quarters and make their way from the city as 
they best could, having to contest every step with the 
countless multitude, whose wish it was to see them utterly 

* This appoUation implies Tranquillizer or Conciliator ; yot tlio sub- 
sequent events did but lU accord witli the hopes Jiold out by the title 
thus chosen. — QondL 
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exterminated, but whom they repelled with extraordinary 
valour. In that perilous retreat, the brave general of tbe 
Africans, Hixem Ben Suleiman, fell wounded with bis falling 
horse in the midst of a troop of Andalusians, w^ho bore him 
to the presence of Muhamad ; the latter immediately com- 
manding that his head should be struck oif and thrown over 
the city wall in the face of the African troops, who had suc- 
ceeded in forcing their way from the capital. 

"When they were thus made acquainted with the death of 
their general, the infuriated Africans hurled loud cries of 
vengeance against their enemies, and thirsting for blood 
that should w’orthily avenge that of their leader, they chose 
as his successor one in whom they hoped to find a terrible 
denunciator of woe to the destroyers- This was a cousin of 
the unhappy general whose head lay before them, even 
Suleiman Ben Alhakem Ben Anasir, a man of much pru- 
dence, as well as of indomitable valour. 

This leader, considering that the forces he commanded 
did not suffice to maintain the siege of the city and resist 
the power of Muhamad, then struck his camp, — and 
some say that this was done at once, being Thursday, the 
5th day of the moon Xawal, in that same year of 399 ; — but 
we are assured by Homaidi that Suleiman Ben Alhakem 
made another attempt to force the Alcazar, and obtain pos- 
session of Muhamad’s person, when, being once more com- 
pelled to retreat and leave the city, he departed to tlio 
frontiers of Q-allicia, where he sought aid from the King of 
the Christians, Count Sancho. Homaidi adds that the 
latter assured him of his friendship, entrusted him with 
several fortresses on that line of ffontier, which he per- 
mitted him to occupy with his troops, and receivea in 
return certain promises from Suleiman Ben Alhakem, who 
agreed to procure for the Christian King the concession of 
many strong places which he required for the defence of his 
frontier, and which he was to receive, on condition of his 
then assisting the Africans in their attack on Muhamad 
Ben Hixem, calling himself Kng of Spain. 

This agreement having been made, Suleiman Ben Alhakem 
Ben Anasir marched against Cordova with an auxiliary force 
'Of Christian cavaliers — ^brave and select troops. These 
assailants were met by Muhamad Ben Hixem, who sallied 
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fortli on roceiving intelligence of tlicir appi'oacli, ayery 
powerful liost. It was about tlio middle of the moon of 
Kebie Primera, in the yctir 100, that the two httiucs en* 
countered each other, which they did ab Gebal Quiutos, 
when a fearful contest ensued. The battle was commenced 
by the Andalusian cavalry, and after a sanguinary combat of 
several hours, more than tventy thousand of the Oordovan 
troops lay dead or wounded on the field. 

Abu Keman Ben Hayan* tolls us that in this battle Abu 
Othman Ben Algozar, of Cordova, must have lost his life, 
sinco it was known tliat ho had betm seen lighting in the 
mMue, but he was never beheld from tliat moment, either 
living or dead *, and a similar late belel tliat illustrious poet 
the Vizier Aly Ben Path of Cordova, who nov’or appeared 
again, either in life or death, after having entered into the 
horrors of that exterminating conflict, wliich took place on 
a Saturday in the middle of the' moon of Bebio Pnmora, as 
we have said. 

Muhamad Ben Hixem ultimately Abed with the shottorod 
renmant of his host : he crossed the mountains, and passing 
the plain® of Calatmva, arrived at Toledo, where his son 
Oheidaia held the appointment of Wall. By the intervon>- 
tken cl Obeidala, Muhamad oleo endeavoured to obtain tliw>- 
aBsifltance of the Cbiisiians, and it was agreed that for a 
sum of money Count Bermond and Count ^mengudi should 
supply the Moslemah with auxiliaries, whereupon those 
brave" generals of Afrancyt marched to his aid with a powerful 
body of their troops- By these negociations, Muhamod 
Ben Hixem was detained^ at Toledo for the space of some*- 
thing more than six months. 


CHAP. CYL—Or stnaiiMAN' AiarosTAiN Bmin. 

AjffTEE his victory of Gebad Quintos, Suleiman Ben 
Alhaiiiem Ben Suleiman Ben Anasir piiessed forward with 

writer of Uiie ofaomo of tjur sesnees^ 

which* lifl deaonbos.— Tn f P£«uacd« 
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liis eonqtici’ing liost to Cordova, whore the i)eople of the 
citj^ were dctsirous of opposing his entrance ; but, in pux- 
tuiancc of advice given by the i^lameri Wadha, they ulti- 
mately opened their gates to the victor. Then Suleiman, 
distrusting, and not witliout good cause, the inhabitants of 
Cordova* not only because of their ancient enmity to his 
Africans, but on account of the hatred which must have 
been awakened in their hearts by the recent slaughter 
of the citizens at Gcbal Quintos, and still more because of 
his Chi’istian auxiliaries, — Suleiman, I say, declined to enter 
the city at tliat moment : he concerted measures for main- 
taining the tranquillity of the capital with the Sclavonian 
Wadha El Alameri, declaring that he did not desire to 
oppress the inliabitauts by the presence of gnesta so little 
likely to bo welcome a» those he had in his company with 
other pretexts of much apparent courtesy. Thusencampnug 
with his army in the surrounding Comarcas, he remained 
inactive until the 15 th day of Eebie Poatrera, in the year 
460, at which period he made his entrance into the capital 
with his African cavaby, and was there proclaimed king, 
receiving the appellation of Almostain Billah. 

At this same time, as we are told by Abu Meruan Ben 
Jlayan, the people had risen against the Alricans in many 
parts of Andalusia, and at hlalaga, as that author relates, 
the populace tore ui pieces the Havawi, Chalaf Ben hleaaudi, 
hotter known as Aben Omaina. Chalaf had entreated per** , 
mission to make his prayer with iw'o prostrations, as the sole 
favour that he desired at the hands of his murderers, and 
they had niTocted to grant that request, but before he had 
completed his supplications, they crtiahed his head to atoms 
with an enormous stone which they cast upon him for that 
purpose : they then tore his still quivering body limb from 
limb* 

Suleiman Ben AUiakom passed the greater part of his 
time at Medina Akzahra, and there he kept his auxiliaries. 
JIo changed the Alcaides of some among the fortresses in 
Andalusia, placing others, who enjoyed has conlidenee,. iu 
their office ; he visited nmnerous cities, and caused justice 
to be extended to all men wherever he appeared ; but he 
waa in perpetual movement,, and his life was oiae of cout 
tinual march and disquietude,, because of the distrust Irntfelh 
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of tte people of Oordoya. All the towns on the frontier 
were of his party, from Tortosa in the east of Spain to 
Alisbona in the west ; and in many of the cities Suleiman 
Ben Alhakem Bon Anasir took care to place generals as 
governors whom he knew to he devoted to hia interests. 

Among the cavaliers of his African guard were two 
brothers of the royal family of the Beni Edris. Those 
illustrious generals, both very young, were called Aly Ben 
Hamud and Alcasim Ben Hamud Ben Meruan. The older 
of the two, Suleiman Ben Alhakem now placed in the govern* 
ment of Cebta and Tangiers in Africa ; wdiile he appointed 
the younger to that of Algezira Alhadra on the Spanish 
coast. 

Now there were certain of the Cordovans who, to sow 
discord among the Africans, incited Meruan, the cousin of 
Suleiman, to rise up in revolt against the latter, promising 
to aid him with all their power, and declaring that the whole 
country would be glad to see him in the seat of hia cousin, 
Suleiman Ben Alhakem ; the latter being, as they assured 
Meruan, abhorred by every man. But these machinations 
were made known to him against whom the conspirators 
were contriving their mischief; and having instituted so 
minute an enquiry as to render himself sure of the facts, he 
caused fifty of the principal conspirators to have their 
heads taken off ; his cousin Meruan he shut up in a tower 
of the city wall. 

With the Sclavonians also did Suleiman Ben Alhakem 
fall into discord, and the cause of that misunderstanding 
was as follows : they ha(^ maliciously advised him to assassi- 
nate his Christian auxiliaries, remarking that, after all, those 
Infidels were his natural enemies, and that the putting them 
to death would conciliate the affection of the Andalusians. 
But Suleimaif rejected these counsels with bitter reproofs, 
declaring that he neither could nor would fail in his word to 
any man, nor think of recalling the promises of security 
once given, least of all towards those from whom ho had 
received such effectual aid as that lent him by the Christian 
troops. But Suleiman was not without suspicion that the 
murWous treachery proposed to him might be committed 
even against his will, and strongly as his determination 
had been expressed : he therefore dismissed the Christian 



65 


A.D. 1009.] or STJLEIMAK ALMOSTAIIT BILLAU. 

auxiliaries Tvith many gifts, and witli promises in still greater 
abundance. 

In like manner did Suleiman oppose resistance to the eager 
representations and repeated prayers of 'WadhaEl Alauien, 
who had discovered to him the secret of King Hixem’s 
existence, and entreated him to make known that fact 
to the people, replacing the imprisoned monarch on his 
throne ; a step by which El Alameri assured him he would 
gain the hearts of every good Mosleman. But Suleiman is 
said to have replied, “ 1 wish it earnestly, Wadha ; yet I 
see that this is not the time to entrust ourselves to hands so 
weak as those of Hixcm : let this matter rest, then, for 
the present, but be sure that his hour will come.” The 
only alteration made in the position of the King, therefore, 
was, that his gaoler and the place of his abode vrero 
changed ; the guardianship of his person being confided to 
those in whom Suleiman hoped he might place it ^ with 
security. 

At this time there came intelligence to Cordova, inform- 
ing Suleiman Ben Alhakem that Muhamad was approaching 
with a carefully selected body of men, from the Comarcas of 
Toledo, Valencia, and Murcia, hia army being furthermore 
reinforced by the Christians of eastern Spam, already alluded 
to. The host of Muhamad counted thirty thousand 
Moslemah, and nine thousand Christians. But, although 
that was double the number of the troops that were at 
Suleiman’s command, the latter did not hesitate to go forth, 
and meeting the enemy at a place called Acbat Alhacar, 
situate about ton miles from Qprdova, he attacked the 
united force of Moslemah and Olftistians with Ms usual 
intrepidity* 

’His African cavalry, wdth the peoplo of Algarve and 
Merida, fought all the day with imflinching bravery ; but 
at the setting of the sun they found themselves compelled 
to retreat before the more numerous troops of Muhamad 
Ben Hixem, — ^wherefore, favoured by the arrival of night, 
Suleiman determined to leave his camp, and marched with 
Ms army to Azahra, not daring to enter Cordova. 

It now became evident that the Africans could remain no 
longer in Andalusia ; and Suleiman, gathenng such trea- 
sures as he had there, prepared to depart ; but, to his great 

TOL. II. r 
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regret, the troops could not be restrained from plundering 
the Alcazar ; they even stripped the principal niosqiic of its 
lamps of gold and silver, its chains and precious crowns; 
nay, they took the costly jewels, rich hangings, and other 
valuables, from many of the more magniiieout dwellings. 
What they could not carry off from those latter abodes 
was pillaged by the troops of 'hluhamad and by ilio Cor- 
dovans themselves, who entered those palaces after Suhnman 
and bis Africans bad left them. Tlie latter were moan- 
while proceeding by forced marches towards -\lgozira 
Alhadra, with intention to pass over into Africa. 

Among those who died fighting in tho obstinaloly con- 
tested battle of Achat Albac'ir, uas tho noble and virtuous 
cavalier Aboala 'Jlen Ahmed Ben Kindi of Cordova, known 
as El Taital, who fell by tbo side ot SultMinan Hen Alhakom, 
as did also the Alocri or reader of tho Aljama of t^mdova, 
Suleiman Ben llixem Bon Walid Ben Cidmb, and Ahmed 
Ben Beril, vith lus master, the 31ocri or reader Abou El 
Camer. 

On tho side of SInbamad Ben llivcui there fell tbo^Cadi 
of Elvira, Abdallah Bon Abdelaziz, who was also a native 
of Cordova, with the ingenious poet iluhamad Bcii Meaoadi 
El Buebcni, a man highly favoured by the kings of his time, 
and whoso graceful verses were tho didighb of Andalusia. 
This hnlilo of Achat Albacar w^as fought in tho year 400, 
and received the name of the Day of tlio h'rauks, heewmo 
oi‘ the people of tlie Erenkish countries who made part of 
the host. 


CBAr CVn.' Op a HE bathe or oita-diabo, and the death op 

. lOTHAMAD BKH HIXEK. 

Apteii his vxclory at Achat AJbaciir, IMuliamad Bon llixem 
made his entry into Cordova in triumph, amulst the acidama- 
tions of the people, who called liiin their avenger and de- 
liverer. One of liis earliest acts was to appoint tho 8cla- 
Tonian Wadha El Alameri to ho tho Hagib of his house, 
an ofiSce which ho bestowed on liiin as a mark of confidence, 
certainly not unmerited by the Alameri. This done, ho 
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remained but a few days in tbe capital, departing tlicnce 
with all the force he could muster, and with the firm resolve 
to pursue the Africans and complete their downfall. 

But inflated by his hardJy-won victory, Muhamad Ben 
BTixem rashly ventured to attack the enemy before his 
troops had recovered from the fatigues of a forced march, 
and Suleiman, perceiving his advantage, did not fail to make 
the most of it. Exhorting his Africans to their duty, he 
concluded his short harrangue by these words : “ This day 
must we contend till we conquer or remain on the field : 
there is no hope for us save in the might of our swords ; 
wdierefore let no man bend his neck to the scimitar of his 
enemy ; but if we may not be victors, let us at least die 
avenged.*' 

That said, the General of the Africans made ready for 
battle, and commenced the struggle with a desperate valour. 
The troops of Muhamad also fought with great steadiness 
and bravery ; but they could not resist the impetuous onset 
of the African guard, who were fresher and less fatigued 
than themselves. Thus it came to pass that Suleiman soon 
broke and put to flight the wearied host of Muhamad Ben 
Hixem, who, turning bridle, fled precipitately, and paused 
not till he found himself in Cordova, to the near vicinity of 
which place Suleiman followed with his people in pursuit of 
their foes. 

The ^^anquished Muhamad entered the city with but a few 
soldiers of his guard, but was followed after a time by the 
scattered and discomfited portions of his army, as well as 
by the remnant of the Christiaito auxiliaries, which had fled 
by different routes. He then se*t himself to strengthen 
the fortifications of the capital, restoring the towers, re- 
pairing whatever part had become dilapidated, and causing 
a deep fosse to be dug around the walls ; all the citizens 
working at these fortifications both day and night. 

Meanwhile, the best hopes of Muhamad Ben Hixem re- 
posed in his Hagib, the Sclavonian "Wadha El Alameri, who 
possessed all his confidence, and commanded with absolute 
power in every department of the state. The principal em- 
ployments were all conferred by the Hagib "Wadha on his 
Alamerian followers j but Muhamad did not dare to refuse his 
assent, although the more prudent of his counsellors and prin- 
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cipal nobles uverc miicli disploased with that prex)oiuh'riinco of 
the Sclavoman. The poo])le, too, opprosbod and iatigucd 
by the continual labours iiupoaod on them, as well as by 
the insolence ot* such as thought they had fortune in their 
favour, began to abandon the party of jMuhanuid Hen 
Hixeiii, vhoso star was commencing its decline. Tho 
Sclavoniaus completed these evils by the dangerous counsels 
wliieh they ga\e their falling chief, whom they prevailed 
oix to banish some of tho most influential Xequiss and 
Tiziers from the city, under various pretexts; of sumo it 
was averred that they had held seditious discourse among 
themselves ; others wrore accused of pretended eonspirai'u's ; 
and others, again, of being disaflected to tho interests of 
Muhamad Ben llixem ; all which concurred to produce a 
degree of hatred to the latter wdiich was perpetually ex- 
asperated by the oppressive insolence of his imprudent 
partisans. 

In the moon of Dylcada of this year 400, there died at 
Cordova that holy person, Suleiman Ben AbdtOgaflr 
Beiigmfil El Omaya, called El Eirexi, a man of most austere 
life : he had been a brave border chief in his youth, but was 
now very old, and had become blind, not from his years 
only, but from much weeping because of tl\c fear of God. 
He was born in tho year 301, and when he died luid attained 
the age of ninety-eight years. Tho interment of Suleiman 
Ben Abdelgafir Bcngm^l was accompanied by a large con- 
course of the people ; and among the poor liia death was 
much lamented. Abu Moruan Ben Hay an tells us that he 
died on a Sunday, and ti^t his burial took place on tho 
Monday following : he* was intoijed in tho Machora or 
cemetery of the suburb, immediately after the Alaaar or 
afternoon prayer. Erom tho same author wo learn that 
Muhamad Ben Hixem El Mohdi himself accompanied the 
bier, and made the Azala or prayer for the departed, being 
attended by all the principal persons of the city. Uo 
affirms that so large a company was never before seen at 
any funeral in Cordova, and adds tho following w'ords, — 
“ Muhamad Ben Hixem made the Azala for Suleiman El 
Eirexi, and nineteen days only had elapsed thereafter 
when he was assassinated himself. May God grant him 
pardonr-^' 
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Now tlie general of the Christian auxiliaries, even the 
Prankish Count Armengudi, was at this time secretly in- 
formed that IMuhamad Ben Hixem had resolved to betray 
him, and was about to depart from the promise of security 
and safe conduct assured to him and his people, preparing 
the pretext of a revolt among the populace for the purpose of 
disarming his troops and subsequently depriving them of 
life. The Christian, therefore, not disregarding the secret 
intelligence thus received, took care to hasten his departure 
under the colour of excuses which he knew how to make, 
and, in despite of all Mubamad^a protestations, the Count 
drew his troops from the capital ; but, on taking leave of 
Muhamad, he consented to be the bearer of letters exhort- 
ing the Wali of Toledo, Obeidala, to assemble wliatever 
force he could command, and hasten to the assistance of his 
father, who was shut up in Cordova by the Africans. 
Muhamad wrote in similar terms to the Walies of Merida 
and Saragossa, as well as to the Alcaides of the frontiers. 

But now was it found that all those commanders had 
excuses and good reasons to allege, by the force of which 
they were prevented from complying with that request , all 
declined obedience to the orders thus received; and the 
people, finding that no succours arrived, began to vituperate 
Muhamad Ben Hixem as they had vituperated Abderahman 
Ben Almanzor ; but of Muhamad they furthermore de- 
clared that his good fortune had abandoned him from 
the moment that he had allied himself with Infidels ; 
nor could they sufficiently anathematize him for that 
cause. ^ , 

Well hath it been said, that the love and esteem of the 
people goes and comes with the breezes of fortune — they 
neither approve nor condemn the actions of those they 
judge ; but as these are successful or unsucfeessful, so do 
they applaud or vituperate. The base and bad man who 
conquers, is a hero; the great and good one who is 
conquered becomes the object of their scorn — ^he is the 
basest of wretches, and worthy of nothing better than the 
gibbet. 

The African light companies soon approached within a 
short distance of Cordova ; and immediately after this fact 
became known, it was remarked that many of the most 
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influential among tlie citizens liad disappeared from the city. 
These were presently found to have passed over to the camp 
of Suleiman Ben Aliiakem. ^ Muhamad now perceived that 
his fortiLiie was deserting him : he saw that in proportion 
as his own party diminished did that of liis enemy increase: 
even his guard had lallcn into discord and was divided by 
factu)ns Tho Sclavonian Wadha El Alaracri availoll 
hmiaclf of that occasion to augment tho fears of his lord, 
who, destitute of good counsd, no longer knew uhat to 
determine or to TAhom he could hare recourse, lie insinu* 
ated suspicions of secret conspiracy, giving Muhamad more 
serious cause than had before existed to distrust his guards. 
Einally, this Hagib, finding himself to be absolute master 
in Cordova, and perceiving the vacillation of Muhamad Bon 
Hixom, persuaded tho latter to make known tho existence 
of Ilixem El Muyad Billah ; and, without waiting an especial 
mandate from him to that eflfeet, he. drew tho concealed 
ting from his prison, and presented him to tho people in 
the Maesura or Royal Tribune of the Great Aljama. This 
■was done on the 7th day of tho moon Dylhagia, in tho 
year 400. 

All the city was in commotion as the rumour wont 
abroad that their King, Hixem Ben Alhakem, was still in 
life; and when they saw standing before their eyes him 
whom they had followed to the tomb, all the past seemed 
to be but as a dream. An immense concourse of people 
collected before the mosque; and when the Sclavonian 
Wadha El Alameri brought out their king and placed him 
before them, they received him with llio most hearty 
demonstrations of joy, and accompanied him with unceasing 
outcries of applause and jubilation even to his palace. 

^ Muhamad Ben Hixem had meanwhile concealed liimself 
in a remote Apartment of that building, confiding in the 
Sclavonian Wadha, and hoping that all would eventually 
be well with him ; but on the day of the Easter of Victims, 
which was the lOth of Dylhagia, he was led by the Sela^ 
vonian Anbaro to the foot of the throne — ^that tfeono which 
he had himself so recently occupied, hut on which the 
legitimate King, Hixem El Muyad Billah, had just taken his 
seat. He was then reproached with much asperity by 
Hixem, who exclaimed, “ How shalt thou taste the bitter 
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fruit of illy disloyalty and unmeasured ambition;” that 
aaid, ihc king commanded the executioner to take off Ins 
head, winch was done, when, being placed on a pike, the dis- 
wevered head was earned by a Vizier through the streets of 
the capital at the speed of a horse, the body being cast into 
the public square, after having been cut into many pieces, 
which were gathered up on the expiration of the third day, 
and were then buried in the court of a mosque. The head 
of Muliainad was ultimately sent by King Hixein to his 
rival, Suleiman Ben Alhaken, who was then at Citawa, and 
whom tho king hoped to intimidate by that example, 
thereby inducing him to return to his allegiance. 

The tune during which Miihaanad Ben Hixein held com- 
mand, from tho moment of hia revolt to that of his decapi- 
tation, was sixteen months: of this period he had spent 
SIX at Toledo, and six more had been passed in contentions 
with Suleiman Ben Alhakem, who had been as long either 
in the Comarcaa of Coidova or in the capital itself. After 
the battle cd‘ Aebat Albocar, Muhamad, who had previously 
called himself El Mohdi Billah, was named Adafir, and was 
also known as Abul Walid. The mother that bore him 
was called blozna, and he had a son named Abdallah, who died 
before him and left no posterity. 

Tho head of his enemy, even Muhamad Ben Hixem, 
was received by Suleiman Ben Alliakem as a most precious 
gift, and knowing the preparations making at Toledo by 
the Wali Obeidala, son of Muhamad, for marching against 
him, lie took advantage of that present to excite a new 
enemy against King Hixein and Jus Cordovans : command- 
ing the head of Muhamad to be fimbalmed, he sent it to 
Obeidala, with ten thousand mitcals of gold, and a letter 
wherom he wrote him an account of all that had taken 
place in tho capital, adding, “Thus doth King Hixem 
repay those who serve him and restore him to his throne : 
ibewaro of falling into the hands of that ungrateful and cruel 
tyrant ; but if thou art seeking a companion in thy ven- 
geance, him thou shalt find in Suleiman Ben Alhakem.” 

Obeidala received the mournful gift, with the letter by 
which it was accompanied, and which produced all the effect 
that Suleiman had desired : ho was filled with a furious 
anger, and having interred the head of his father, Muhamad 



72 DOMUJTTON OF THE ARABS IN SPAIN. [a.D. 1010. 

Bea Hkem, ^iili ^^rcat pomp in tlio court of the principal 
raosq^ue, ho wrote letters to ^uleiinau, in which ho iic(‘e])ted 
liis offers of friendship, and vowed an eternal hatred to Kmff 
lIixemEllMuyadBillah. 

On tlie 7th day of the moon 0 / Q-imnada Primera there 
died at Cordova the Cadi of the Aljama, Ahmed Hen Ab- 
dolmelic Ben Haxem, a man of extraordinary wisdom and 
reetiiude. The ILagib of King llixem Jlen Alhakeni, 
“Wadha El Alameri, was present at his burial, which took 
place m the IMacbora or cemetery of Coraixi ; the prayer 
was made for him by the Cadi Abu Bccri Ben AVafid, 
and the ablutions of the dead "v^ere performed hjr Abu 
Omar Ben Afif : all the inhabitants of the city attending the 
remains of Ahmed Ben Abdclmelic to tlio place of their 
repose. 

Jii tho year 401, and on the night of Thursday tlio 19ih 
day of the moon of Giumada Primera, there also died the 
learned Yahye Ben Amer Ben Husein Ben Kabil of t\)r- 
dova, a sage who had travelled much in tho East. He had 
been chosen a member of tho council of state by tho inter- 
vention of tho Cadi Abul Abes Ben Dhacuen, and was 
buried with great pomp in the Earenic Macbora after tho 
prayer of Alazar. 


CHAP. CTIIT. — Or injs siege or coedova, the enteat^ce or the 

UAQIB WADHA el ALAMAE# INTO H ELINA TOLELO, ANL I’JIAT OJP 

STTLEIMAN BEN ALHAKEM 5NT0 CORE OVA. 

Kino llixem confirmed the Sclavonian Wadha in his office 
of Hagib, and thab general made several sallies against the 
Africans commanded by Suleiman Ben Alhakem, in all of 
which he obtained the advantage ; but knowing that tho 
Wall Obcidala w^as about to join his forces, which formed a 
select and well-appointed army, to those of vSuleiman, ho 
committed the government and defence of the capital to the 
two generals, Zabor and Anbaro, who were, like liimsclf, 
Sclayonians, while he proceeded to the territory of Toledo, 
hoping to arrest the march of Obeidala, and demanding aid 
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for that purpose from the people on tlie frontiers of Castile 
as well as from the King of the Christians. Prom the 
latter he received a reply to the effect that Sulcimati Ben. 
Alhakem had given the Ohnstian six fortresses on con- 
dition of receiving aid at his hands, hut that as he would 
rather assist King JLixem El JMuyad Billah than the rebel 
Suleiman, he would send auxiliaries to him instead, pro- 
vided that ho were assured of certain other fortresses which 
he named. 

Hearing this, the Sclavonian AVadha did not await the 
decision of the king his master, but hastening to make his 
agreement with the Infidel, he assented to those conditions ; 
when the Christian auxiliaries immediately joined him. 
The Alameri then prepared for his attack on Toledo, 
whence the Wali Obcidala had already departed, and 
Wadha, having secret intelligence with certain of the in- 
habitauts, soon obtained possession of the place. 

deceiving an account of what had happened, Obcidala 
then returned to seek his enemies, and encountered the 
host of the Sclavonian general, with his Christian auxili- 
aries, in the vicinity of Maqueda. Thero they fought a 
saiif^uinary battle, wherein the forces of Obcidala were de- 
feated and fled towards Cordova ; but, being closely pur- 
sued by the enemy, Obcidala, with many of liis cavaliers, 
fell into the hands of Wadha El Alameri. Among those 
who were thus unfortunate were hluhamad Ben Temar and 
Ahmed Ben Muhamad Ben 'Wasini of Toledo, one of the 
most distinguished persons of that city, and a very learned 
man. That cavalier was nailed to^a cross, whereon he re- 
peated the Sura Yax, the soldiers cruelly wounding him in 
the face with their javelins until the head became detached 
from the stake, and, falling forwards, the unhappy noble 
then hung suspended by his girdle, in which* condition he 
expired. This deplorable event took place, according to 
Abu Meruan Ben llayan, in the moon of Eegeb of the 
year 401 ; but according to other authorities, in the moon 
'Xaban of the same year. 

Obcidala was taken to Cordova under a strong guard, 
and bad scarcely arrived there before the king commanded 
that he should be beheaded. That Wali was then in the 
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flower of liis age ; autl wlicn tlie people lieard that ho had 
heen taken while lighting against the Ohrisiians, they 
vituperated the llngib Wadha El Alanieri with hitter 
violenee, and murmuring against King llixcm and liis 
generals, they called them heretics and bud lloslemah. 

The government of Toledo had been meanwhile entrusted 
by tbo llagib Wudha to Abu Ismael Dilnoun, a very powxw- 
lul Xequo and noble of that city, %^ho, by lus authority and 
influence, had facilitated the eni ranee of tho I i a gib therein. 
Having thus taken nuniaures for the tranquillity- of the 
place, the JSclavoniunAVadha, well satislied with his success, 
dismissed his Ohnstian auxiliaries with many gifts, and 
promises iu still greater abuudanee ; after whitdi he re- 
turned to Cordova. He was Ihero received wdih much 
honour by the king, who granted him many favours for his 
Sclavoniana and Alameries, on whom he cmiferred Al- 
caidias and other offices iu the south of Spain, — as for 
example the governments of Tadmir, Cartagena, Ahllfe, 
Alicant, Almcria, Bcnie, Xaiiva, and others; those wdio 
already held appointments of iuiportauee ho confirmed in 
their charge. 

But Suleiman and his Africans continued in the vicinity 
of Cordova, where they committed grievous devastations, 
cutting up the fields around Ecija, Carmona, and other 
towns on tho shores of the Cuadalquiver. Tho Hagib 
“Wadha therefore sent his Sclavonian goncrala Zabor and 
Anbaro to engage the Africans, wffiom their troops en- 
countered w-ith varying fortunes for some time, but finally 
succeeded in driving them from tho Guadalquivor and 
forcing them to take *rofuge in tho mountains. Some 
relief was thereby given to the capital, which had already 
begun to feel the want of provisions very grievously, tho 
people having long suffered cruel hunger, which at length 
caused a pestilence that kept all in terror of contagion. 

In the year 401, on a Thursdajr, which was the 21st of 
tho moon Dylcada, the Hafiz Oheidala El Moaiti of Cordova, 
called Ahu Meruan, departed from this life. He was 
buried in the cemetery of the suburb, the prayer being 
caid for him by his undo, Oheidala Ben Abdallah, who 
performed that office at the request of the Cadi Ben Wefid. 
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This Hafiz ms of tlio noble race of Omeya* Een Ahd 
Shems. 

In the same year of 401, on a Sunday, which was the 
11th of the moon Dylcada, died Ahmed Ben Aly Arabai 
El Be;);aui, -wlio had been reader in the Aljama of Cordova. 
This Ahmed Ben Aly had been chosen by the Hagib Al- 
inanzor as the preceptor of his son Abderahmau, and was 
subsequently made a Cadi. Xing Hkein El Muyad BiUah 
afterwards appointed him a member of the Council of 
State, where ho became the associate of the Cadi Abu 
Bocri Ben AVefid, The year of his birth was 315. 

On the night between Wednesday and Thursday, towards 
the close of the moon Dylcada in the same year, died also the 
noble cavalier Ahmed Ben Muhamad Ben Ahmed Ben Said, 
known as Aben Gezir El Omaya, who had been Alehatib 
of the Cadi Mondhir EL Bolnti; he died of the pestilence 
then prevailing, at his palace of Moqueiz, wherein he made 
his dwelling j and hia bier was accompanied to the burial 
place by all the nobles of the cit 5 r. At the beginning of 
that same moon had died the Prefect of the Builders, Ab- 
dallah Ben Said Ben Muhamad Ben Batri. To him were 
entrusted all things connected w’lth the architecture of the 
Aljama and royal residences of the capital He "was, besides, 
Sahib Xarta of the city, and had ever enjoyed the favour 
of the kings, by w’hom his wisdom and integrity had caused 
Abdallah Ben Said to be much valued. 

Now Suleiman Ben Alhakem had not remained unac- 
quainted with the state of things in Cordova; he knew 
the discontent occasioned among ,the nobles by the undue 
influence conceded to the Sclavonirfhs and Alameries ; they 
it was that enjoyed all the confidence of the king, who dis- 
trusted his owm kindred, and put no faith in his most loyal 
servants. Determined that he would not lose so favour- 
able an opportunity, Suleiman therefore wrote to the Walies 
of Calatrava, Guadalaxara, Medina, Selim, and Saragossa, 
declaring to them that if they would give him aid against 
the Sclavonians, who were exercising a tyrannical sway at 


♦ Of this house of Moaili, the Arabian genealogists count up to 
flixtoen ancestors m direct line — son following father without any 
interval in the succession* — Cond^, 
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Cordova and in otlier vitios of the kin^doni, lio would for 
l\ia part awsurv thetn of thoir coutimiaueo in ilunr p^ovorn- 
nunita, and not only «o, but would t‘auHO those ollii^os to 
descend by ris^bt of inheritance to tlieir sons. The Walies 
thus appealed to were hy that last protnise assured of ob- 
taining a concession which many of those ambitious rulers 
had long desired, and they made an ngretunent^ witli Sulei- 
man accordingly, sending him their banners without delay, 
and each being aecompunteci by a well-appointed force of 
foot and horse. 

These things being made known to the llagib Wadha 
El Alameri, and he, iinding that the Walics of eastern 
Spain were about to march against him, made the king 
acquainted with these preparations for war, and the gr(‘at 
movements then cHecting in the provincos: he further- 
more persuaded llixem to write letters to Aly Ben Uamud, 
the Wall of Oebta and Tunis, as also to his brother Al- 
casim. Wall of Algezira Alhadra, whom ho knew to be at 
variance with Suleiman Ben Alhakcm, otfering them groat 
concessions and advantages of various kinds it they w’ould 
come to his aid with all their power; nay, the Ha^b even 
prevailed on King Hixem to promise that in the event of 
their ensuring to him the teiumph which he desired to 
obtain over his foes, he would cause the elder of the two 
brothers, even Aly Ben Hamud, to be declared his suc- 
cessor to the throne. 

Yet, when these letters were written, the llagib did not 
send them, but kept , them for some more opportune 
occasion — perhaps because he was himself somcwliat 
doubtful of the measure, although it was he who had pro- 
posed it. 

The year 402 passed over the heads of the Andalusians 
who continued in the endurance of very cruel sufferings 
from the ravages of the pestilence, as well as from the 
trials and afflictions of civil war: provisions were fast 
failing in the capital, misfortunes of all kinds wore 
accumulating, and the discontent of the people increased 
in equal proportion. The populace, ever ready to murmur 
against the government, were rendered furious and un- 
manageahle by all these calamities, and such of tho in- 
habitants as were able to quit Cordova, did so, flying to 
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ilu' inountaina, or talcing refugo in the smaller towns, as 
the oiwo l>c. 

IW ineauH of ilicso fugitives and by others of which he 
Inul Vont rived to (vhtuin poasoasion, Suleiman Ben Alhakem 
had uu^auvvhile inaintamed an exchange of letters with 
cortiiin of ihe more influential inhabitants ; nay, some 
nulhorilies aillnu that even the Ilagib "Wadha himself was 
(uie among them ; but this does not appear to be credible. 
Tet the King llixem Ben Alhakem was assured that such 
\vas ihe ease j and it was furthermore declared to him that 
his Sclav laiian Ilagib meditated the surrender of the city to 
Ins enemies. Then the unhappy Hixem, who believed all 
and feared all, caused the loyal Hagib to be thrown into 
prison. Immediately aflerwuirds, those letters which the 
king had written, as above related, to the governor of Cehta 
ami Algezirn, were found to bo still in Wadha's possession, 
and the hapless Hixem commanded that the head of his 
faithful servant should he struck off; thus forgetting in a 
moment of anger all the devotion and good service of so 
many years, 

11*10 king then named llairan, the governor of Almeria, 
his Ilagib ; and as tliat general was a man of much prudence 
and valour, he was perhaps belter calculated for the oifice 
thus conferred on him than any other noble then about tho 
person of the monarch, whom ho might have saved had the 
good fortune of that ill-fated prince not been now arrived at 
its close. llairan was of tho Sclavonian Alimeriea, as the 
JUgib Wadha had been, and was the last of them who 
aorved King liuem. • 

Algasonia, an accomplished poetess of Bagena, composed 
a long Casida of elegant verses in praise of Hairan Lord of 
Almeria and Ilagib to King Hixem B1 Muyad Billah; 
these she presented to tho general about this time, and they 
w’ore veiy highly applauded by the distinguished spirits of 
the day. 

Of a most benign and generous disposition, the new 
Ilagib frequently prevented tho fulfilment of the tyrannous 
orders issued by the king, who felt distrust of all the prin- 
cipal men of the city, and would not permit them to 
assomble in any place but the mosques, suspecting con- 
spiracies in the most innocent meetings of the nobles. But 
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iliin opproi^hiou of luR mxbjeelH, and tlio diRoontent whicli 
Hixom thuy a\vnlvcnt‘d lu tUoir Insai'ty. was moKt fiivtnirablo 
to Suleinmn Bon Alhakem, who had long oecnpiod Medina 
Axahrah with a ruimeroua host, and now kept the capital 
closely beaieged. 

Tho Ilagib llairan was*’ meanwlulo doing Ills heat to 
animate the guards and other troops to tho defence of their 
king axtd the city ; yet his efforts and exhortations pro- 
duced but little effect. Ho performed his part as a good 
general should ; but a city which does not care to (h^fend 
itself is not easily to he proaorvt'J. One day, while Uairan, 
with his guards, was fighting at the gate of the Axanpiia, 
and labouring to disperse a body of the Africans who were 
filling up the trenches, there arose a dispute between tho 
inhabitants of the city and tho troops still remaining faith- 
ful to the king, w'ho were defending the second gate, but 
\Yhoin the traitors were then attacking wdth all the force 
they could assemble. Informed of tliia perilous disorder, 
tho Hagib was compelled to abandon tho impori.ant post 
which he w'as maintaining, for the purpose of repressing the 
rioters; since the royal troops and the people were* per- 
forming the office of tho enemy by cutting each other to 
pieces, 

While flairan was thus employed, admission was given 
to the besiegers by those who favoured them within the 
walls ; the general then hastened with his guards to attempt 
their expulsion, and, opposing their entrance step by step, a 
sanguinary contest ensued, which did not close till night- 
fall, when the troops of Suleiman had obtained possession of 
all the towers and forts around the capital. Tho bravo and 
faithful Hairan fell wounded among the few loyal and 
valiant cavaliers of Cordova, who were still animated by 
Ixis example^ and had resolved to die in their duty, when the 
Africans made themselves masters of tho cify. 

But not long did the traitors who had delivered up their 
trust escape tlie punishment duo to that treachery: the 
Africans and their auxiliaries made a cruel slaughter among 
the citizens, without respect to friends or foes, and for three 
days they sacked the place, paying no regard to the repre- 
sentations of those wlio, having been of their party, had 
hoped to profit by the treachery they had favoured, even 
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'wlacn talcin/j no actual part in the matter. Prightfiil 
cruelties were committed on all sides. The learned and 
eloquent orator, hluhamad Oasim "El Halati, was inhumanly 
nuirdored in his own house, as was Chalaf Ben Salema 
Ben Ohamis of Cordova, one of the 0 dales or sworn judges 
of the city, ho also being assassinated in his chamber, and 
subsequently buried, without attendance or prayer, in the 
Macbora of Ben Abkas. 

On the same day, Abu Salema El Zahid, Imanm of the 
Mosque of Ain Tar, was cut to pieces in his dwelling ; and 
the iso Ayoub Ituch Bono, with Said Ben Mondhir, sou 
of the Cadi of the Aljama, was likewise cruelly murdered ; 
Muhamad Ben Abi Siar, a Sclavonian of the king’s guard, then 
lying sick in his house, met the same fate, as did Abdallah 
Ben llusein, called El Garbali, an eminent architect of 
Cordova, who had conatructod many splendid edifices and 
royal dwellings therein, with other buildings, all con- 
tributing to the public utility and convenience ; he also 
having been cut to pieces by those barbarians in their 
horrible irruption into the capital, which took place on a 
most unfortunate Monday, the 6th day of the moonXawal in 
the year 403. Nay El Badalyosi has even affirmed that the 
reniams of Abdallah Ben Hnsein remained three days without 
burial, and tliat the body was at length taken to Nacbora 
Om Salema, where the remnants of his household yet living 
buried it without ablution, without a shroud, and without 
prayer ; so great w^aa the confusion and horror into which 
the affiieted people of Cordova were thrown by the murders, 
plunder, and violence of every ki]jd to which they were suh- 
jectod in those days of judgment. • 

No sooner had his troops entered the city, than 
Suleiman Ben Alhaltem took possession of the Alcazar, at 
whoso gate it was that the Hagib llairan Eh Alameri had 
fallen wounded. Being covered by the corpses of other 
bravo and noble cavaliers who had fallen with him, the 
general was sheltered from further injury, and lay there in- 
sensible among the dead ; hut in the course of the night 
his senses returned, and he found strength to free himselt 
from the weight by which he was at once protected and 
opprOBSod. The soldiers, busied with their plunder, did 
not remark the figure thus rising from a heap of corpses, 



bu or tub ibabs ik spaix. [A,n. low. 

and the mringlod commandi't* havinii; boi‘i>mc «onrtl!>K^ to tlw 
realities of hm ]>Obition, eontinui*d to (ira;» himself from Iho 
bodies around him, and at length reaehed a idaee of shelter 
which ho found in the houst» tif a |)t>or ntit honourahlo 
citi?!eu> where he remained unkiunvu to all, ami iii that com 
coalment was cured of his wounds, 

Suleiman Ben Alhakeui was soon prmdahnod kiiur^'uiih 
the title of Adofar Bihulnllalu Tlu* Sidavouians ami other 
honourable servants of King ilixem made supplicathm for 
their lord to the com[uer*vr: but ^\hat he did with that 
hapless prince was not known, nor lias it even yet been 
ascertained with certainly, since he luner was seen again 
either living or dead ; neither did Ilixem leave any micces- 
siou, unl(‘ss it were that of <*alamities and civil ilistwls- 
The barbarians assassinated many noble A%H]ut's in their 
dwellings; and, in addition to those ah eacly enumerated, 
may bo mentioned the Hclavonian Mulmmad Ben J^eyml, 
who had been a ebstdy familiar friend of King Ilixem. 
Those murderous wretches oven burst inlt) the luirems of 
the principal inhabitants of (h)rdova, — and tliat profanation 
rendered them more odious than all their cruelties Imd 
done. 


CHAP.CIX.—Of the OOVEUNAfENT OF KIKO SITUUMAN BEN ALlUOir, 
OF TUli HEW OlVib WAB, AND OF OTUKU KVENT8. 

« 

TBAiTQurLLiTT having been restored in the capital, King 
Suleiman dismissed his auxiliaries, towards whom ho fulfilled 
all his promises, and they departed to their rospoctivo 
countries well content, llo next deposed a large number 
of the Alameries from their employments and ofiicos, which 
he gave to the Xoauos and genenils of his African Cabilas. 
He caused his father, AlhoKem Ben Abdurahman Anasir, 
who had been Wall of Cebta in the earlier part of King 
Hiiem’s reign, but had retired into a solitary place, where 
he passed his time in prayer, to bo summoned to Cordova, 
and appointed his brother Abderahman to the government 
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of Seville. Suleiman confirmed in his office as Cadi of 
Cebta that illustrious Jusuf Ben Hamud El Sadfi, so much 
renowned for his genius and erudition. Jusuf Ben Hamud 
was a native of C^ta, and in a garden which he cultivated 
with his own hands he is said to have had every kind of 
plant then known, with many which had never then been 
produced by any but himself. 

To the Hagib iUmanzor Abu IMozni Zawi Ben Zeiri Ben 
Menad of Sanhaga, Suleiman gave tho government of 
Garnata, and re’warded the services of the general Abu 
Giafar Ahmed Ben Said, known as Araub, by conferring 
on him that of Santamaria of Algarve, which Santamaria is 
a port of Ocsonoba on the coast of the Western Ocean at 
a word, King Suleiman bestowed rewards on all his 
followers ; and to many of them he gave possessions and 
offices which they were empowered to transmit by right of 
inheritance- to their sons,* the king demanding only that 
the nobles thus endowed should do homage for the towns 
they held, should promise fidelity and obedience to his 
dynasty, and should repair to his aid with their forces w^hen 
called on to do so. 

Six Cahilas or tribes of Africans received allotments of 
territory as above described, and these were raised by the 
chiefs of those tribes into independent sovereignties, as we 
shall see hereafter. 

In tho year 404 Aslao Ben Eazin rebuilt and peopled the 
fortress and town of Santamaria in the east, which, from his 
name, was thenceforth called Santamaria do Aben Eazm. 

Among the unhappy chances of this period was that which 
befcl the wise and learned man Eaxfd Ben Ibrahim of Cor- 
dova, who dwelt on the great square, and belonged to the 
mosque of Lait. Endeavouring to escape from the bar- 
barians who 'Were plundering the city, Eaxid Ben Ibrahim 
departed from Cordova during tho sack, and took his way 


* These concessions of governments to bo held in perpetuity, by 
dhninisbing the i)ower of the soTcreignty as ,they did, were the first 
cause of tho division, decadence, and uUnnato rum of the country ; — 
but? the custom prevailed at that time througliout Europe, as our 
readers will remember. — Conci^. 
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towards tte north, but was overtaken on the road, and put 
to death with circumstances of mdescnbahle atrocity. 

The Sclavonian Hairan El Alaineri lay, meanwhile, con- 
cealed in the capital until he had been cured of his wounds, 
when he secretly went forth and reached Auriola, without 
having encountered the enemies who were seeking him. 
There he found shelter among his friends and partizans, 
by whom he was enabled not only to attain his own city of 
AJmena, but also to take with him a considerable force of 
troops, with some treasure. The UVali who had been ap- 
pointed in his place, even Alafia Ben Ahmed, resisted the 
entrance of Hairan, and defended himself in his Alcazar 
during twenty days ; but the paJace was taken by force, and 
the unhappy general was thrown into the sea, with all his 
children. 

In the year 405, Hairan passed from Almeria to Cebta, 
where Aly Ben Hamud was governor, and that noble he 
persuaded to take part with him in seeking vengeance for 
the deposition and suspected death of the King Hixem Ben 
Alhakem. The proposals of Hairan were to the effect that 
Aly should assemble his forces, which he should unite with 
those of Hairan and of his own brother Alcasim Ben Hamud, 
lord of Algezira Alhadra, by whose aid and that of other 
Alameries, Ghovernora, and Alcaides of fortresses in the 
south of Spain, they might hope to drive Suleiman Ben 
Alhakem from Cordova, seeing that he was reigning there 
not with the consent of the Andalusians, but against their 
wish, 

Hairan spoke with miyh warmth concerning the wrongs 
of the unhappy King •Hixem Ben Alhakem, q[uotmg the 
letters which Hixem had caused to be written to Aly Ben 
Hamud and his brother Alcasim, calling them to his aid, 
and offering; them the succession to the throne, of all which 
Hairan could speak with efl*ect, as being one who had inti- 
mate knowledge of everything connected with the matter. 
Eurthermore, and as if the unfortunate Hixem had been 
still hving — although it is more than probable that he had 
then ceased either to hope or fear — Hairan described the 
indignities of his imprisonment and the constant danger 
to which he was exposed while permitted to ^remain in 
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tlie lifinds of so cruel an enemy as was Suleiman Een 
Alliakeiii. In the name of Ins sovereign, therefore, he 
enlroatod Aly Ben Hamud not to lose a moment, but at 
once to attempt liis deliverance, adding, that even though 
they might not arrive in time to elfect the saving of his life, 
they should in any case be ready to avenge the obscure and 
unmerited death which his enemies had inflicted on him, 
and which it more particularly belonged to them to do, as 
being descendants of the same illustrious race with the 
hapless king. 

Incited by the words of Hairan, and by hia gratitude to 
King Ilixem, the noble general Aly Ben Hamud, who was 
of his nature a most compassionate and generous youth, 
determined to bestir himself in behalf of the deposed 
monarch, and if he were not permitted to deliver him 
from the foes into whose hands he had fallen, yet to 
avenge Ins innocent blood : he therefore united himaeif with 
Haii’an, and, conjointly with that general, he wrote letters 
to his brother Alcasim Ben Hamud, exhorting him to 
assemble his forces for the purpose of uniting with the 
Alameries of Andalusia in their attempt to deliver or 
avenge the oppressed King Hixeni Ben Alhakem. 

Burnished with these letters, Hairan then departed from 
Cebta, and sailed for Algezira Alhadra, where he was pre- 
sented on his disembarkation with a copy of very elegant 
verses by the renowned poet Abu Amer Ben Deragh, to 
whom Hairan made the royal gift of one hundred and fifty 
mitcals of gold for the same. 

On the pari of Alcasun Ben-Hamud the Sclavonian 
general found no difficulty, — on the^contrary, that Ameer 
entered into the alliance proposed to him with all his 
heart, assembled the flower of his troops, and being joined 
by those of his brother Aly, which arrived from Cebta 
and Tangiers, ho took , possession of Medina Malaga in 
concert with the Sclavonian Hairan, although the Alcaide 
of that city, Amer Ben Both, did his utmost to oppose their 
enterprise. 

The purpose of these allies was now made public : they 
declared their determination to restore their legitimate 
sovereign Hixem Ben Alhakem Ben Abderahmaii Auasir 
to the throne of Spain, and called on all good Moslemah 
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to bear part in that undertaking. The Alamerics agreed 
to place themselves entirely under the guidance of the 
illustrious Aly Een Hamud, whom they elected the leader 
of all, and so they joined their banners, in the hope of a 
successful war. 

All the towns of the empire were now tliro’\vn into 
commotion, and the report of this important enterprise 
was presently sounding throughout broad Spain. 

About this time a company of the citizens of Alisbona, 
in number about eighty men, and all friends among them- 
selves, being of one tribe, embarked to seek new lands in 
the midst of the Atlantic Ocean, but they found it im- 
possible to get beyond certain islands, where they were 
attacked by an uncountable number of hawks ; nay, by the 
violence of those birds, they were prevented from passing 
the said islands; wherefore they returned to their city, 
relating marvellous things of the voyage they had madc.^ 
These men were thenceforward called the Emprondadores 
or adventurers, and gave name to that part of Alisbona 
ill which they dwelt, seeing that it was thenceforward called 
the Calle or Street of the Almogawares. 

!N‘ow Xerif Edris relates the matter above alluded to ’as 
follows: — He tells us that the Almogawares departed in 
-ships from Medina Alisbona, embarking on the great ocean 
from the desire they had to know what might be found 
therem ; and ho repeats what has been said above, to wit 
that the part of Alisbona near Alhama Harab, being that 
wherein these adventurous mariners dwelt, received its 
name from them and retained it from that time, — nay, still 
bears the same even tef these latter days. He then pro- 
ceeds to relate that they were originally eight men, the 
eons of eight brothers, and consequently cousins, who took 
on their own charges a ship of good burthen, and placing 
in it water and provisions sufficient for the consumption of 
several months, they then resigned themselves to the waves 
with the first breathings of the east wind. 

^ In this relation, and that which follows, the Translator has "been 
<i&&li3A3d to preserve in all its aimphcity the account given by these early 
Arabic authors (some writing about 980 of our era) of the mantime 
t?nlorpTi3e thus early undertaken by the Tortuguese. 
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When they had navigated about eleven days, they came 
to a portion of the sea where there were heavy currents, 
with thick and troubled waters of a dark colour. There 
these mariners were seized with fear, and turning their 
sails to the other side, they steered for twelve days in a 
southerly direction until they came to an island which they 
named the Isle of Plocka,— and it was so called by them 
on account of the herds of cattle, numerous beyond counting, 
which they found on that island, such flocks being without 
shepherds or any other men to give them tendance. 

Having reached this island and disembarked thereon, 
they first discovered a fountain of pure running water, with 
a wild fig-tree growing over it* Pausing here, they took 
of those flocks, and, dividing the meat, made ready to eat 
thereof, seathing and roasting the same at their pleasure ; 
but the taste was so bitter, that no man could endure to 
retain it in his mouth,— wherefore they did but keep the 
skins of these animals, and, departing from the island, con- 
tinued their course, still with a southerly wind, and for yet 
twelve days. 

They then discovered another island, on which they might 
perceive habitations of men and many fields under culture 
of the plough. They steered towards the place, proposing 
to ascertain the extent of it, and what might be found 
therein, but had not proceeded far before they were met 
by numerous Zawarkas or barks strongly manned, and by 
these their ship was taken, they beiug at the same time 
made captive, and conducted to a city which was situated 
on the coast of the sea. » 

Having been landed, they perceived that the men were 
somewhat red of hue and tall of stature, vdth long hair, 
of w^hich, however, they had but little ; their women these 
mariners judged to possess great beauty, insomuch that 
they were in amaze thereat. 

The inhabitants of the city kept their prisoners shut 
up during three days, at the end of which time there 
came a man who could speak their tongue, and he enquired 
who they wore, to what end they had com© thither, and 
where the country of their abode was situate. They then 
related to him all that has been told above, and he pro^ 
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amsed them security for their lives, with a fortunate issue 
to their enterprise. 

On the second day from that of this man’s visit, they 
were presented to the king of the island, who asked them 
questions similar to those which had previously been put 
by the interpreter, when they replied that they had set 
forth on the great sea incited by the wish to discover such 
wonderful things as might be contained therein, and 
with the intention of proceeding to the extremities of the 
same, 

"When the king heard that, he smiled, and commanded the 
interpreter to teU those merchants that iho late king his 
father had sent certain of hia vassals to examine ''the great 
sea, as they were proposing to do, but that even after those 
men had navigated through the wide extent thereof during 
many months, they could come to no end, and even found 
that the light was failing them, — wherefore they had been 
compelled to return without having made any profit of 
their voyage. The king then bade hia interpreter to offer 
the voyagers assurance of security on his part, and give 
them good hope for the future. 

They were then taken hack to their prison, where they 
remained until the west wind blew, when the people of the 
country put them into Zawarkas, hound their eyes so that 
they could not see the direction in which they were pro- 
ceeding, and navigated with them in that ^condition during 
many days. 

“ Thus voyaging in the company of those men all these 
days, with their nights,”#, relate the mariners, we came at 
length to a strand, on^which they disembarked us all, and 
havmg tied onr hands behind our backs, they left us thus 
on the shore. We remained there in much anxiety, being, 
moreover, greatly oppressed by our bonds, until the day- 
break (which followed soon after we had been thus aban- 
doned) was succeeded by the rising of the sun, when we 
heard a sound resembling that of human voices. We then 
all cried aloud with one consent, and the noise we thus 
made having been a very loud one, certain men who chanced 
to be within hearing of that place were made aware of our 
presence, and came towards the spot whence our cries had 
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proceeded, binding us in that unhappy plight, they then 
freed us irom our ligaments, and asked us of our state. To 
all which we made answer in their tongue, for these men 
were men of Barbary. One of them then enquired of us, 
^'Do you know how far your land is from ours ?” and we 
replied that we did not ; whereupon he said, “ Then between 
your land and ours there is the voyage of two months.” 
The leader of these men then exclaimed, ““Wasafi. !” which 
is as much as to say, what a misfortune : wherefore from 
that time this shore was called by us Asafi. ] t is a port 
or landing-place on the sea at the extremity of Magreb.” 

So much do we find related in respect to that navigation 
on the groat sea. We now return to the affairs of Suleiman 
Ben Alhakem. When the reports of what was doing on 
the coast reached Cordova, they did not fail to cause him 
heavy cares : he wrote to his generals, and sent’ envoys to 
his allies. Some have affirmed that he then put to death 
the deposed King Hixem Ben Alhakem El Muyad Bjllah, 
suspecting him of being the prime mover in those troubles ; 
but God alone knows the truth of that matter; all that 
can with certainty be averred is, that nothing more was 
over heard of King Hixem after the third entry of Suleiman 
Ben Alhakem into Cordova. 

Not desiring to await his enemies in the capital, Sulei- 
man’s first orders were for the assembling of his cavalry, 
and with that force he left the city, remitting the govern- 
ment thereof to his father Alhakem Ben Abderahman, 
although the old man was very reluctant to accept the 
charge, and more than once refuE^ed to undertake it. 

The general Hairan El Alameri had meanwhile repaired 
to Almunecaub with the troops which he had gathered from 
Almeria; and was there joined by Aly Ben Hamud, with 
those of Cebta and Tangiers ; the people of Malaga and 
Algezira, with those of their Comarcas, also proceeding to 
the same point of union, seeing that Almunecaub is at equal 
distance from Almeria and Malaga. Here, when the 
banners had all assembled, the leaders bound themselves by 
a vow to restore the dethroned monarch Hixem EL Muyad 
Billah to the seat of his fathers, and to obey him, the son 
of their ancient lords, as the only true sovereign of Spain. 
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This was done witb. mucb solemnity in the presence of the 
congregated troops, because there was much distrust among 
them ; and in discourse with each other, the soldiers freely 
declared that their generals were moving not for King 
Hixem, hut for their own particular interest, and to avenge 
their private wrongs. 

To the very confines of Almunecaiih, where the army of 
Aly Een Hamud and his allies were thus preparing for 
action, came Suleiman Ben Alhakem with a flying camp of 
carefully selected cavaby, when several skirmishes ensued 
between the advanced parties of either army, both sides 
fighting with much bravery and various fortunes. 

It was the desire of Suleiman Ben Alhakem to avoid a 
general engagement, and he took much pains to do so, un- 
willing to encounter the large force of the allies in a pitched 
battle; he hoped, indeed, that the delays thus ensuing 
would diminish the fervour by which they were animated, 
and trusted to time for the hreaking-up of their union, 
seeing that such dissolution is the most frequent result of 
alliances thus formed. 

But the T\use and experienced Hairan divining his purpose, 
was equally anxious to bring him to battle ; and Aly Ben 
Hamud, prudently accepting the advice of his older allyj 
did his best to produce that result ; wherefore they did at 
length find means, though not without gteat difficulty and 
many stratagems, to compel their adversary to open fight — 
power against power, — ^when a sanguinary combat ensued, 
with incalculable loss to both armies. This took place 
towards the close of the y^r 406. 

About this time, the Wali of Benia, Mugehid Edim Ben 
Abdallah Alameri, known as Ahu G-eix El Muafek, a crafty, 
yet very brave and enterprising man, who had been much 
in the confidence of the Hagib Abderahman, the son of 
Almanzor, finding the stjite of things in Spain thus dis- 
turbed, prepared a large and well-appointedfleet, with which 
he set sail for the islands of Tehizas* and Mayorca, well fur- 
nished with troops, part of which were his own, but which 
he had in part taken into his pay from other banners* 
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Mugehid Edim theii succeeded in obtaining possession of tlie 
islands, which *ho fortified strongly and cflectually, and 
secured hiy hold thereon. 

Now, in departing fi'om his govoniment of Dcnia, 
Mugehid Edim had appointed a substitute to hiinself and a 
leader of his people in Abdallah lien Obeidala Ben El 
■Walid Ben JTuauf Ben Abdallah Ben Abdelazix Ben Ainru 
Ben Otman Ben Mubamad Ben Chalid Ben Oeba Ben Abi 
Moati Bon Aban Ben Anniir Ben Onieya Ben Abdxemsi, 
known as El Moati of Cordova, a man of the most illus- 
trious nobility, of distinguished learning, and possessing a 
good genius. He had been a disciple of Mubamad El Begi 
and other sages; and being thus appointed governor of 
Denia, the people of eastern Spain revering liibi for bis- 
excellencies and honouring the nobility of his race, not only 
obeyed the command of Mugehid Edim in paying to bis 
orders the respect due to those of Mugebirl himself, but 
finally placed themselves under his exclusive allegiance, 
making the Chotba for him in all the Alminbarcs ; nay, 
Abdallah Ben Oboidala, thus encouraged, assumed all the 
insignia of sovereignty, and struck coins with his own 
impress. The elevation and reign of this hloati, with other 
events of similar character, might almost cause a doubt 
■whether tho aflinrs of men bo ruled by destiny and im- 
mutable necessity, or bo not rather left to chance and 
suifered to revolve without a providence, which lust is 
not credible. G od alone is able to answer this question. 

Ahu Moruan Ben Hayau relates that the wuse Muhamad 
El Begi one day said to this wlio was his disciple, 

“ Do not give way to thy jiassions, 6h Coreixi, and let not 
tho temjitatioiis of command and tho glitter of mundane 
vanities bewilder or dazzle thy judgment ; accept not the 
charges of empire, if such whould oe offered •thee. May 
Allah preserve thy life from tho troubles that these bring 
with them.’* 

Remaining thoughtful for some time, and as if dis- 
pleased by what his master had said to him, El Moati 
enquired, ‘‘‘Wherefore dost thou speak to me thus, and 
whence dost thou know that I require this exhortation ? 
Tet since thou hast begun, 1 adjure thee to inform me 
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clearly, and say aU thy purpose, as God shall prosper 
thee.’’ 

To this Muhamad replied, “ Tea, with perfect clearness 
and in a good hour, acecording to the Divine will, shalt 
thou hear all my thoughts. I was in a dream, and I saw 
thee therein, for behold there was a blooming and very 
vigorous vine, around which rose a bright flaming fire, 
which burnt around it for a long time without doing the 
noble tree any wrong, but eventually consumed it, and the 
vine became dust and ashes. 

“ This fire is the civil discord which is even now kindling 
around us, and cannot fail to rise into flames ; the blooming 
vine IS thyself; but the end of things is known to God 
alone.” 

To these words El Moati made answer and said, “ God 
deliver us from such evils as these that thou hast fore- 
shadowed.” 

But some forty years afterwards, Time having passed on 
his way, the course of events fully justified the explanation 
which Muhamad El Begi had given to his dream. 

In the year 407, Mugehid Edim departed from Mayorca 
and repaired in his ships to the great island of the Chris- 
tians, called Sardinia, taking in his company the African 
Thabit El Guageni, a wise astrologer, and having landed in 
that island he took the greater portion of it by force 
of arms, making himself master of nearly all the fortresses 
thereof. 

In the year 407, the war between Suleiman and the allied 
forces of Hairan, Aly, and Alcasim, was continued with 
various fortunes, the to Whs and populations meanwhile sufier- 
ing cruelly from their incursions and the excesses of the 
soldiery, insomuch that all were living in fear and dis- 
quietude. 

Suleiman was anxious to obtain an increase of his army 
from Cordova and its Comarcas ; but the few troops sent 
him served without zeal or good will of any kind, whole 
companies of them going over to the enemy before bis eyes. 
His former allies from tbe frontier of eastern Spain excused 
themselves with various pretexts, and none came to hia aid. 
All the host of Suleiman Ben AJhakem was thus formed of 
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Africans and tlie cavalry of Merida, Carnaona, Ecija, and 
Seville, with the people of Algarve, these forces being led 
by his brother Abderahman, by Abu Giafar, Wali of Santa- 
niaria, and by the Wall of Merida, Abu Othnian Said Ben 
Haraum. The enemies of Suleiman did not neglect to foment 
and encourage the disobedience and discontent prevailing in 
the various provinces, and sought to do him injury in every 
manner that they could devise. 

And now, after many skirmishes and combats of com- 
paratively slight importance, the two hosts met in the 
Comarca of Medina Talca, wliich is in the territory of 
Seville, when, as of one accord, they commenced a furious 
battle. The Africans fought with a barbarous valour, en- 
forced by the example of their intrepid leaders, and above 
all by that of their king, Suleiman Bon Alhakem, who wont 
raging like a maddened lion through the hottest of the fight. 
But yielding at length to the superiority of numbers, he 
began to retire as the day drew near its close, withdrawing 
his troops in good order, and proposing to reach the fortress, 
there to take shelter for the night, when he was suddenly 
attacked by the greater portion of his own men. The 
soldiers had been induced to that mutiny by the shameless 
treason of their Andalusian officers, wdio followed the breath 
of fortune : and that inconstant one, according to her usual 
practice, had that day abandoned Suleiman Bon Alhakem 
for ever. Thus the two brothers, their horses lying dead 
beneath them, and themselves covered with wounds, were 
surrounded by the boldest of their enemies, and fell almost 
expiring into their hands. At tibat time there lay by the 
side of Suleiman, bravely fighting Tor whom they had sacri- 
ficed their lives, his faithful vizier, Ahmed Ben Said, lord 
of Santamaria, in Algarve, with his son-in-law. Said Ben 
Haraun of Merida ; other cavaliers of AJgarvaj who had also 
kept their faith to their lord, very narrowly escaping the 
same fate,^ The field remained concealed beneath the corpses 
of the slain for a vast distance 

On the following day, the victors entered Seville without 
any resistance, and continuing their march from that city, 
they took possession of Cordova with equal facility. The 
old man Alhakem Ben Abderahman, being made acquainted 
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"by tlie furtive Africans -witli tlie misfortunes of liis sona, 
Lad no wish to restrain the triumphant course of Aly Ben 
Hamud, the avenger, nor any power to do so, oven had he 
felt the wish. 

No sooner had the allies entered Cordova, than Aly Ben 
Hamud made himself master of the Alcazar, took the "Wali 
Alhakem Ben ALderahman prisoner, and commanded that 
his two sons Suleiman and Abderahman should be brought 
to his presence, although they were then dying of tho many 
and grave wounds they had received in the battle. Aly 
then enquired of the noble old chief, and said, “ Oh, man of 
many days, wdiat hast thou done with the King Hixein, and 
whither hast thou borne him ^hereunto the old man 
answered that he knew nothing of the matter. Then said 
Aly, “Te have put him to death.” But Alhakem replied, 
“ No, by Allah, that have -we not ; nor do Tve know 
whether he be living or dead, or where he now is.” There- 
upon Aly drew his sword, and said, “ These heads do I 
offer to the vengeance of Hixein El Muyad Billah, and so 
do I fulfil my charge.” Then Suleiman raised his eyes and 
said, “ Let thy sword fall on mine alone, Aly Ben llamnd, 
for these my father and brother have done nothing to offend 
any man, or to merit death.” But Aly disregarded his 
words, and with his own hand he beheaded them all three, 
removing each head by one firm and well-directed blow. 
Tlie death of Suleiman, of j^lhakem his father, and of his 
brother Abderahman, took place on a Sunday, the 20th of 
the moon of Moharram, in the year of the Hegira 407. 

Aly now commanded that King Hixem should be sought 
with great care; and "there was no apartment and no 
dungeon of the royal palaces and dwellings wherein he did 
not cause search to be made; hut all this was only vain 
labour, — Hisem El Mnyad Billah never appeared again 
either in life or as the dead, and his departure from this 
world was at length made public, giving occasion for the 
setting about among the people of many strange fables and 
groundless rumours. 



A.D. 1018.] OS' Tlllil HEIGHT OE ALT BE]S IIAMUJO. 


93 


CHAP. CX.— Of the eexok of aly dejt iUMUo. 

By the counsels of Hairau Alameri the Sclavonian, Aly Ben 
Hamud was now proclaimed in Cordova as ICing of Spain, 
■with tlio titles ot Alotuakil liillah'* and of Anasir Ledi- 
nallahjt that proclamation bcin^ made on the 23 th day of 
Giuinada Segunda, in tlm ^-ear 4084 Chotba or public 
prayer ^Aua then made for their new sovereign in all the 
mosques ; and Aly wrote to the Walics and (Jovcniors of 
provinces, making known to them that King Hixciu El 
Muyad JBillah had declared him successor to the tlirouo 
before losing his liberty, and expressing his hope that they 
would come to his capital, as loyal subjects should do, to 
take the oath of fidelity and allegiance to his rule. 

Erom the Walies of Seville, Toledo, ]\Icnda, and Sara- 
gossa, Aly Ben Hamud received no replies to his letters ; a 
circumstance which caused the king to conceive much fear 
and distrust, more especially of tlio AlamcncM, Tlio Sela- 
voman Hairau, moreover, made many extravagant demands 
on him, and appeared to believe that* ho was failing in the 
fulfilment of the conditions agreed on between them; 
wherefore, fearing that general’s inHucnco in Cordova, the 
King Aly Ben Ilaiiiud dismissed him from the Court, and 
commanded him to repair to his government of Almeria: 
but Hairau departed in great displeasure, ofiendod by that 
proceeding on the part of Aly Ben Hamud, and meditating 
revenge against the proud ancl ungrateful king. 

Moved by these feelings, the feJc]avonian general incited 
other leaders to rehelliou as ho passed onwards to his 
government ; and many of tho Alamqries joining his party, 
Hairau entered into a conspiracy against Aly Ben Hamud, 
with the Alcaides of Arjona, Jaen, and Baeza, ih conjunction 
with whom ho wrote to Almoudar, the "W ali of iSaragossa, 
exhorting him to unite with them for the purpose of 
driving Aly from the throne and restoring the same to the 
Omeyas, who were in fact the laivM heirs, and to whom 

♦ Motuakil Billah— Oonfidbg in God. 

t Atiasir Ijedinahah, op I/edia Allah— Befendor of t’le Law of God. 

t A,n. 1018 . 



9i DOMisriosr op the a.eaes ik spai^t. [a.e. 1018. 

Aly Ben Hamud, in liis treaty with the allied leaders, had 
promised the restitution of their just claims. 

And now, to give their enterprise the more weight, and 
secure the consideration of the people, theliValies assembled 
in Guadix, where they took a solemn oath to maintain with 
all their power the war by which a legitimate prince of tho 
house of Omeya, to whom all might pay a rightful obedience, 
should be placed on the throne of Cordova. 

Such were the purposes which they publicly declared ; 
but the stipulations secretly made and agreed to among 
them were of a less generous character : they were in 
fact more eagerly seeking their private interests than the 
general welfare, aiming at nothing less than the permanence 
and security of their governments and offices, each hoping 
to secure that which he held in his ovrn family, and pro- 
posing to obtain their cities or provinces as the hereditary 
possession of their houses, in reward for tho zeal they 
were displaying and the labours they were about to under- 
take. 

With tho plausible pretext set forth as above mentioned, 
the Walies assembled a large host, the natural love of tho 
people for their ancient sovereigns causing all to hope that 
they might recover their previous calm and prosperity 
under the shadow and within the protection of their Omeyan 
princes. 

Mulgehid Edini had meanwhile remained in possession of 
that large portion of the island of Sardinia which he had 
conquered ; but be now found that his people were becoming 
weary of the war, of th^ unhealthy climate, and of the 
long absence they had ehdured from their beloved country. 
He perceived also that the popular voice, which had pre- 
viously applauded him, was beginning to change ; his 
followers were even heard to murmur at his ambition and 
covetousness, many of them saying, “This Ameer is not 
content with the riches and fertility of his own states, which 
are among the most delightful regions of Spam, and with the 
Tebisat Islands, but be must needs cross the sea, affronting 
all the great perils and perpetual changes of the inconstant 
waters for the purpose of making new acquisitions : hut of 
aU this what profit does there accrue to us, who follow his 
banners with so much labour and endanger our lives for 
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the furtherance of his rash and ambitious enterprises ? 
"What is our reward ? To he the sport of death and tho 
food of voracious beasts of prej. 

These complaints of the discontented, which daily in- 
creased, did not fail to reach the ears of Mugehid ; and 
their frequent repetition, with the arrival of the Christians, 
who came in large numbers with a well-appointed fleet, 
determined that leader to desist from his undertaking j 
wherefore, gathering together the riches, captives, and flocks 
which he had taken, he gave orders that all should be 
embarked for his return home. 

But for that purpose he chose a haven very badly adapted 
to hia intent, acting in this matter against the advice of 
Abu Charaub, the captain of his ships. The latter, more- 
over, assured him, as we are informed by Abu Peth El 
Thabit, who was present, that a great storm was threaten- 
ing, and that it would be better to wait and offer battle to 
the Christiana on land, than brave the fury of the tem- 
pestuous ocean; but the Ameer would not listen to his 
counsels, and all embarked as he had commanded. 

Then did Grod call forth immediately a most fearful 
tempest of impetuous and contrary winds ; Waves rose up 
that were like mountains, the ships climbed at one moment 
as to the clouds, and were lost at the next in tho abysses of 
the sea, which were seen foaming and of horrible aspect, 
hut only by the terrible and fugitive hghtnings, seeing that 
all heaven was veiled in darkness, while these were ac- 
companied by frightful peals of thunder, and they, joining 
the perpetual roar of the raging«sea, caused all hearts to 
tremble, when the dazzled eyes of •the discouraged people 
could see nought before them but fearful images of death. 

All the labours and pains of the mariners could not pre- 
vent tho ships from dashing against each other. Abu 
Charoub called out to them, commandiug that the harks 
should he kept off the coast, where many of them were 
suflering wreck: upon tho rocks, while others were swallowed 
by the waves ; hut all his efibrts were vain. 

1' The Christians were meanwhile contentedly watching the 
destruction of their enemies from the shore; and as the 
poor shipwrecked creatures were cast forth to land, they 
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took tliem and put all to tke edge of the sword : he, there- 
fore, who might have saved himself from the cruel waves of 
the ocean, fell into their atrocious hands, aad was at once 
deprived of life. 

All these horrors and cruelties were beheld hj the Ameer 
Mugehid Edim ; unable to remedy the evil, he wept in his 
rage and despair, — ^now threatening with stern gestures, 
and now calling aloud with a lameutable voice; but aU 
equally in vain, seeing that not for this did the winds cease 
to blow or the tempest to rave ; nor could the inhuman 
thirst of the Christiana for blood bo made to feel satiated by 
his outcries. 

Seized with a just indignation, Abu Oharoub exclaimed 
to him, “ Yea, weep ! for this misfortune hath been sent by 
G-od that thou mayst lament thine ill-advised resolve, by 
which so many men are sacrificed.” 

The tempest at length subsided, and having gathered the 
remains of his shattered fleet, the Ameer returned to the 
Tebiaat Islands, where he reposed himself from his toils, 
and sought to repair the heavy losses he had suffered in that 
great calamity. 

The banners of the "WaUes united against Aly Ben 
Hamud were now approaching Cordova, led by the Scla- 
vonian Hairan El Alamen : but their arrival was no sooner 
made known to King Aly, than he sallied forth to meet and 
attack them with his Africans and the people he had 
assembled from Malaga and Algezira-Alhadra. This the 
allied forces had not expected, believing the king would be 
intimidated by their approach, and permit himself to be shut 
up in the capital : they '^^ere therefore taken at disadvantage, 
and the cavalry of Aly fell upon them with such impetuosity 
as to throw them into a disorderly flight. A frightful 
slaughter was then made by the troops of Aly among the 
foot- soldiers of his assailants; and those generals, each 
accusing the other of the misfortune they had sustained, 
broke up their alliance, and separated in discontent. Eong 
Aly then charged his Wali Gilfeya, who was an experienced 
general, to pursue the fugitives, commanding him to make a 
cruel war on the Sclavonian Hairan El Alamen in particular; 
whereupon that captain passed through the districts which 
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were supposed to be more particularly fayourable to the 
Alameries, and besieged several strong towns which held for 
that party. 

Hairan, for his part, had meanwhile retired to the terri- 
tory of Jaen, and assembling the banners of the towns in 
that region, he formed a league with them, when they agreed 
to proclaim the "Wall of Jaen, who was an illustrious cavalier 
of the house of Omeya, the lawful king of Spain. This was 
Abderahman Ben Muhamad Bon Abdelmelic Ben Abderah- 
man Anasir, called Almortadi and Abul Motaraf, a virtuous 
man, who possessed vast riches, was of a liberal as well as 
upright mind, and had secured the love of all that land by 
the excellencies of his character. The name alone of that 
cavalier, who was the great-grandson of Abderahman the 
Great, lent a powerful impulse to the party of the Alameriea. 
The towns and people of those mountain regions proclaimed 
him their king and lord with acclamations of gladness : and 
Hairan the Sclavonian, with aU the Alcaides and Alameries 
then present, took the oath of fidelity and obedience to his 
rule : the only person who excused himself, under various 
suppositions and pretences, was El Sanhagi, Wall of Granada 
and Elvira. 


CHAP. CXI,— Or ABDEEAIIMAlSr ALMOBTABI. 

Tub Proclamation of Abderahmai^ the fifth of that name in 
the house of the Omeyas of Spain,* with the oath of alle- 
giance taken by his people, was celebrated in the city of 
Jaen with much solemnity and with many demonstrations 
of public gladness. Abderahman appointed th^ Sclavonian 
Hairan to be Hagib of his house and state, when the latter 
convoked the Wahes of the cities in his master’s name, 
c'auaing them to assemble troops, with which he marched 
against the forces of King Aly Ben Hamud. 

The two hosts met near Baza, and an obstinate battle 
ensued, when the army led by Gilfeya conquered, and 
Hairan Alameri was compelled to retire. He then withdrew 
VOL. II. n 
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from fortress to fortress, being under the necessity of sus- 
taining a skirmishing fight at every movement. 

In one of these combats the Sclavoniau general was 
s^everely wounded, and his cavaliers being dispersed, he was 
fain to conceal himself in a remote quarter of Baza, when 
his soldiers, believing him to be dead or a prisoner, returned 
to Jaen much discouraged and very sad at the loss of their 
leader. But after the lapse of a lew days, the Sclavonian 
found means to inform King Abderahman and his cavaliers 
of his safety; and this intelligence caused them to rejoice 
greatly, since they had already given him np for lost. The 
king sent a body of troops to serve as his guard, and these 
heing joined by others from his own city of Almeria, they 
bore him to that place almost as it w ere in triumph. ‘ Ho 
was then immediately surrounded hy a great concourse of 
Sclavomans and Alaineries, the Alcaides of Denia, Tadmir, 
and Jativa, also repairmg to Almeria, each with his re- 
spective banners. 

Through the whole extent of eastern Spain the Cliotba 
had now been made for the King Abderahman Almortadi, 
and all the people of those districts prepared to restore the 
house of Omeya to the throne of Cordova, being resolved to 
drive thence the usurper Aly Bon Hamud. The fame of 
this resolve, and the proclamation of Abderahman, weae 
soon earned through all the provinces of the realm, when 
the people declared for him in every part. Valencia, Tortosa, 
Tarragona, and Saragossa, all proclaimed themselves of his 
party, and the "Walies of those provinces sent in their letters 
of allegiance. e 

This caused much anxiety to the King Aly Ben Hamud, 
and he despatched his most carefully selected cavalry to his 
general Saib of Sanhaga, whom he had appointed “Wall of 
Granada and Elvira, commanding him to press on the war 
against King Abderahman and kis partizans with the utmost 
constancy. There were, indeed, many who gave their wishes 
to that king, but they did not all proceed with equal zeal 
and courage : thus the number who gathered round his 
banners was not large, and the principal part of his strength 
was ill the number of his cities. 

Gilfeya and the Wali of Granada and Elvira were mean- 
while infesting the territories and Comarcas of Jaen, in 
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fulfillincnt of tho commands of tlieir lord, Trliile King^ 
Abderalimau, with liis followers, secured themselves in the 
mountain region of the Alpiij arras, and in the strong 
position of Jaen itself, the city and fortress, that is to say. 
King Aly Ben Hamud marched in person, with a powerful 
army, against the Sclavoman Hairan, vshoin he attacked and 
besieged in Almeria. After a stubborn resistance he took 
that city by storm. Ilairan fell pierced by many lances as 
ho fought in defence of the place, and so grievously wounded 
ns to be almost dead, was borne to the presence of the 
conqueror, the Alcazar having surrendered on conditions, 
and because its defenders were acting in the jconviction that 
their leader had already expired. Almost senseless from 
loss of blood, the Sclavonian was placed before Ben Hamud, 
when the latter, forgetting the good service he had formerly 
received at the hands of the vanquished general, cut off the 
head of him who had but a few moments to breathe, with 
his own sword. Then, havmg taken measures for securing 
the city of Almeria, Aly returned to Cordova, content with 
his triumph, and believing that all the discords of the 
'Country would soon be at an end, since the restless and re- 
bellious Ilairan was at length dead. 

In this year of 408, and on Tuesday, the 9th of the moon 
Xaban, there died at Cordova, which was his native place, 
the Cadi of Ecija, Suleiman Ben Chalaf, called Aben Gramron. 
He lived in the Chandac of the Aragegila suburb, and 
prayed in the mosque of Almonthm: lua remains were 
buried with great pomp in the Macbora or cemetery of Om 
Salema, and the prayer was nfiK^e for him by the Cadi 
Junor Ben Abdallah. 

Even in the city of Cordova, and in his own Alcazar, 
King Aly Ben Hamud had many enemies, all of whom 
were more or less zealous partizans of the Ein^Abdeifthman 
Almortadi. The same might be said of Seville, and through 
all Spain the nobles were for the most part on the side of 
Abderahman, Tet was Aly Ben Hamud not discouraged, 
but was constantly employed in preparing himself for the 
continuance of the struggle ; and having despatched a 
large part of his forces to join the generals Gilfeya and El 
Banhagi, in the district of Granada, he was now himself on 
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the point of setting forth to join them, in the hope of 
putting an end to the war. It Mas the intention of Aly 
to attack the city of Jaen, where King Abderahman made 
his residence, Mnth all his forces, and everything was made 
ready for that purpose ; the baggage train and guards of 
the laug had even passed the gates of the citj'', and halted 
only to wait for his arrival ; when, before leaving Cordova, 
King Aly entered his apartments to take a bath. There, 
the Sclavonians who attended him having been won to their 
cause, as is supposed, by the Alamenes then in Cordova, 
seized the unfortunate Aly, and wickedly drowned their lord, 
while thus helpless in their hands. 

Such was the unhappy end of the King Aly Ben Hamud. 
His death took place in the moon of Dyleada, of the year 
408. 

Aly Ben Hamud was in the 45th year of his ago when 
he thus died; he was tall of stature, and of handsome 
person ; his eyes were black, he was slight and spare of 
figure, and a man of severe and virtuous life, but very 
cruel to his enemies. He was King of Cordova one year 
and nine months? His death was publicly reported to bo 
an accident or natural misfortune, and so did his guards, 
and more trustworthy servants believe it to be. God alone 
knows all things. 

% 


CHAP. CXII.—Or ALOASiai uek hamud, deothee or aly. 

r 

The Generals of King Aly’s guards, and all the followers 
of that prince, proclaimed his taother Alcasim Ben Hamud, 
Lord of Algezira Alhadra, as King of Spain; and this- 
they did in Gordova with one accord, going through all the 
streets to make public his inauguration, and calling him 
El Manun. The event of his brother’s death was made 
known to Alcasim with incredible rapidity, and he hastened 
to the capital followed by a force of lour thousand horsemen, 
insomuch that his enemies had not time to impede his 
entrahee or excite any movement against him ; wherefore 
many of the nobles of Cordova saw themselves compelled 



A.D. 1017 ] or AI/C.VSI]!iI -BEIf HAMUD, BROTRETl OP ALT 101 

to SNVcar allegitiacc to liiiii and became bia followers in 
their own despite. 

One of the earliest cares of Alcasiin was to command a 
rigid investigation to be made into the cause of his 
brother’s death The Sclavoniana who had served him in 
his bath were subjected to nnheard-of tortures, and in 
the midst of these they confessed that they had murdered 
the king to satisfy the vengeance of certain among the 
Alameries and others, wdiom the cruelties of Aly Een 
Hamud had made his enemies. 

And now, although these Sclavonians did not name any 
particular person, yet Aleasim Ben Hamud caused many of 
the nobles to be put to death without any other proof of 
guilt than the presumption that they were his brotlier’a 
enemies, arising from the fact that he had punished or put 
to death other nobles who were their kinsmen. 

All men now feared Aleasim, and trembled in his presence^ 
;the principal iiimilies of the city being those most heavily 
oppressed. Many cavaliers lied the capital, and passed 
over to King Abderahman Almortadi, insomuch that the 
vengeance taken by Aleasim Ben Hamud enriched the party 
of his rival by the addition of many powerful nobles to hia 
banners. The reports of certain victories gained by the 
people of Jaen over the Wall of Granada also came at 
this time to increase the hopes of those who were attached 
to the family of Omeya, while they augmented the fears 
and distrust of the followers of the Hamudes in equal 
proportion. 

When the news of Aly Be®. Hamud’ s death reached 
Oebta, his son Tahye passed iifttantly into Spain with 
such forces as he could collect on the spur of the moment, 
leaving orders that numerous bands of cavalry should 
follow him to support what he called his rights ; Tahye 
Ben Aly pretending that the succession to the throne of 
Spain belonged to him. !N ow that prince formed a large 
part of his army from cavalry of the Negros of Sus, a 
.ferocious people long inured to war ; and this body of ba«r- 
barian youth had departed from Africa, swearing to crown 
their leader in Cordova, or to die fighting in his cause. 
With these troops came many valiant Moorish and Alara- 
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'biaiL generals, who promised Tali}e Een Aly the victory 
over his enemies viith infinite confidence. 

The known bravery of his nephew Yahye, tlio superior 
justice of his pretensions, and the large body of cavalry and 
men of Barbary, which he w'as persuaded that youth could 
command, gave Alcasim Ben Hamud much cause to fear. 
Assembling his troops, nevertheless, he departed from Cor- 
dova with the resolve to oppose that force, and proceeded 
towards Malaga. But when he approached the city, Aly 
was informed that hia nephew had already obtained pos- 
session of the same. Nor were the negroes idle on their 
part; made aware of Aleasim’s approach, they sallied forth 
to meet him, when several battles were fought with equal 
bravery on both sides, and nearly equal fortune. But at 
this time Alcasim received fatal intelhgonce from hi& 
people in the Alpujarras, who were daily sufiering defeats 
at the hands of King Abderahinan’s generals ; whereupon 
the uncle and nephew, seeing that while they were mutually 
destroying each other, they were rendering the enterprises 
of their enemies more easy and effectual, agreed to enter 
into a convention, with the hope of securing the sovereignty 
in their family, and for the more successful opposition of 
the rival to their house. It was thus decided, but not 
without a certain degree of falsehood and evil purpose on 
both sides, that Tahyo Ben Aly should have a share in the* 
government of the kingdom, and should even occupy the' 
city of Cordova, while his uncle Alcasim, with the people 
of Seville, Algezira, and Malaga, reinforced by a part of 
Yahye Ben Aly’s Cavaby^^^ should carry on the war against 
King Abderahman Ahnortadi; it was furthermore agreed that 
at the termination of the struggle the two kinsmen should 
rule the realm of Spain conjointly, with a just and equitable 
government, ^lividing the power amicably between them. 

These conditions were concluded in the year 412 ; where- 
upon, having just sent a portion of his troops to El Saiihagi 
and the Wall of Granada, in the hope of enabling them ta 
maintain themselves against Abderahman Almortadi, A1-. 
casim Ben Hamud proceeded to Malaga, whither he had 
sent the corpse of his brother Aly, with the intention of 
causing it to be shipped thcncc to Cehta, where he pro- 
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posed to liave it buried. All Ibhigs being disposed fortlio 
fuliilinent of that purpose, the body was embalmed, and 
being landed at Gobi a, was there interred with great pomp, 
the sepulchre of Aly Ben llanmd being a beautiful mosque 
■which he had himself erected on the Plaza or public square 
of the Lana. 


CHAP. CXIII. — Or TAHXE BEX AliY. 

While Alcasim was thus employed with tlic funeral 
solemnities of his brother Aly, in Cebta, his nephew 
Tahye had entered Cordova with his guard, composed of 
the Moors of Siis. The people of the city, abhorring hia 
uncle Alcasim, received him with demonstrations of glad- 
ness, calling him their lord and king ; they gave him the 
title of El Moateli ; and Yahye, allowing himself to be borne 
along on the current of popular favour, caused the oath 
of obedience and fidelity to his person to be taken with- 
out delay. 

The Sloors of his guard were much rejoiced at finding 
their promises thus easily fulfilled ; and the new King 
Yahye Ben Aly declared that his uncle Alcasim BenHamud 
had no right whatever to the throne of Spain, nor could 
put forth any just claim to a portion in the government, 
save only that which he, as sovereign, might be pleased to 
impart. The Xeques, Yiziers, and Alchatibes, who were 
present at this declaration, affirmed the justice of the same, 
and ofiered the young monarch^their arms and services to 
maintain him in his state and sovereignty without con- 
dition or exception. 

While all these things wore passing in Cordova, the fol- 
lowers of King Abdcrahman Almortadi were continuing 
the war against Manzor of Sanhaga, who did not venture to 
descend from the mountains, restricting himself to un- 
expected incursions, which he made from the clefts and 
asperities of his strongholds in the rooks, when he poured 
his troops hastily over the Comarcas of Jaen, so far as 
G-uadix or Baza, and withdrew them as hastik, after he 
had ravaged the district, to the no small suffering ofthe people. 
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Eat the partizans of Abderahman would fain have had 
him ^uit that mountain warfare, and advance with all his 
forces upon Cordova or Toledo, where they believed that he 
would unite all the banners of Spain under his own com- 
mand : there were, nevertheless, many among the Alameries 
who desired that the king should rather finish in the first 
instance with Grilfeya and Manzor of Sanhaga, who were 
cruelly devastating their country. Abderahman was on his 
part very anxious to march on Cordova or Toledo ; but, 
not wishing to displease any of his followers, he first 
laboured to compel Manzor and Gilfeya to a pitched battle. 
He divided his forces into three parts, maintaming the 
Yegas or level plams of the Xenil with two of them, and 
despatching the third, which was composed of the troops of 
Jaen and Somontan, with directions to seek and bring to 
battle the general Gilfeya and bhe lord of Sanhaga. 

Alcasim Een Hamud had meanwhile returned to Malaga, 
and being made acquainted with the perfidy of his nephew, 
he wrote to his generals Gilfeya and Manzor, commanding 
them to abandon that war of jfaen, if it appeared likely to 
detain them much longer, and direct their forces on Cor- 
dova, there to assist him in compelling his nephew Tahye to 
the fulfilment of the conditions which he had offered to the 
brother of his father. Alcasim Een Hamud then assembled 
his own cavalry, with the people of Malaga and Algezira 
Alhadra, accompanied by whom he proceeded towards 
Cordova. 

When the approach of Alcasim was made known to his 
nephew, Yahye Een Aly^ determined to leave the city, 
seeing that to the powerful army brought against him he 
could only oppose tbe force of his brave Moorish guard, and 
even of that body a certam portion had been sent to the 
Alpurjarras : he therefore considered it more prudent to 
avoid than to dare the combat, and departed from Cordova 
accordingly, taking unfrequented roads. Tahye then con- 
tinued his march until he reached Algezira Alhadra, where 
he arrived at the close of the moon Eylcada, in the year 
4«1.3. Having fortified himself in that city as he best might, 
he sent to Africa for a reinforcement of troops, and deter- 
mined to wait the event. 
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^ ^ Aleasmi then made his entry into Cordova wiUiont havm^^ 
: met with the slightest resistance ; but none of the principE^ 

■ inhabitants went forth to receive him, and ho was met only 
by some few of the populace ; — a circumstance by which he 
was much displeased, and which clearly proved to him that 
the capital was not wcU-affeeted towards his authority. IIo 
at once commenced an enquiry, by which he learned the 
names of such principal men among the Sclavonians as were 
most zealous in the cause of his nephew, and ordered that 
certain of these, as well as others belonging to the palace, 
should be put to the torture ; when, as the number he sus- 
pected was great, so the sufferings he inflicted ivere many 
as well as grievous. These cimelties caused Alcasim Bon 
Hamud to be more than ever abhorred ; and the more im- 
portant of the nobles, perceiving that he had sent the 
greater part of his troops to the aid of Grilfeya, as a man 
who thought he had no cause to fear, began to enter into a 
conspiracy against him. With all the secrecy required, and 
taking care to let no trace of their real purpose appear, they 
contrived to gain over large numbers of the people, among 
whom they expended vast sums of money, distributing arms 
also to such of the citizens as they permitted to partake to 
a certain extent of their confidence, but concealing their 
ultimate end from all. 

^ Towards midnight, therefore, — that being the point of 
time which they had selected, — ^thoy made a sudden attack on 
the Alcazar, where tlio guards defended the place so bravely, 
that the confederates, after fighting all night, w'ere still unable 
to make themselves masters of thejialace ; Wt they obtained 
possession of all the gates and fort» of the city, which the 
revolted inhabitants at once occupied with the partizans of 
the conspiring nobles. They caused the Alcazar likewise to 
be closely surrounded by a large body of cross-bow men, so 
that none could enter or leave the palace but with their per- 
mission. That siege endured some fifty days, and the provi- 
sions of those within the Alcazar being exhausted, while they 
had no hope of succour from without, King AJeasim and 
his guards determined to sally forth against the armed 
muJtitude besieging tho walls, w’-ithin which they must other- 
wise perish by starvation. The hope of the King was, 
that by a sudden onslaught he might succeed in cutting a 
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path tliroBgli the besiegers, and might eventually make his 
■\niy out of the city. 

This attempt ho therefore made one morning at the dawn 
of day, and the sortie WlTs effected with great impetuosity ; 
hut so bravely did the people repel their assailants, that 
very few succeeded in forcing their way, and of those few 
the individuals who passed beyond the courts of the Alcazar 
were for the most part cut down in the streets or at the 
city gates. Among the rest, Alcasim himself would without 
doubt have been dispatched, had he not been made known 
to certain of the more generous cavaliers, who saved his life 
by taking him into the house of the Vizier Abul Huzami 
Gobwar, and that same night they contrived to get him out 
of Cordova. He was accompanied in his escape by some 
hrave Alameri cavaliers, who gave him their protection to 
Xeres ; here they left him in the house of the Wall of that 
city, a man m whom Alcasim had much confidence. This 
also took place in the year 413. 

The army of Manzor, the lord of Sanliaga, and of the Wali 
Gilfeya, had meanwhile been strongly reinforced by the 
cavalry and foot-soldiera which Alcasim Ben Hamud had 
sent them on hia arrival at Cordova, and they consequently 
descended to the Vegas of Granada, there to give battle to 
the troops of the King Abderahman Almortadi. On that 
• spacious field the two armies met accordingly, and attack- 
ing each other with equal fury as if by common accord, they 
maintained the combat on either side with barbarous valour 
and unswerving constancy. The troops of Manzor pre- 
sented a firm front to the impetuous charges made by the 
cavalry of Abderahman^ and atrocious was the carnage that 
went raging over that fatal battle-ground. Neither side 
gave way ; yet victory did at length appear to be declaring 
for the Alameries, and the party of Abderahman was on the 
point of triumph, when a fatal arrow, winged by the hand 
of some predestined enemy to the house of Omeya, wounded 
the king himself so grievously, that he expired at the very 
moment when messengers were enbering his pavilion te 
announce that his troops and allies were in victorious 
pursuit of the foe. 

Thus died that illustrious king, and with him fell the 
highly-placed hopes of his followers. The unhappy news. 
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were soon made known, and tho death of Abderahman 
brought dejection to the spirit of the brave&t among his 
generals. Tho enemy had meanwhile fled to tlie mountains ; 
and tho lord of Sanhaga, with lua portion of tho opposing 
army, had entrenched liimsclf in Granada. 

When the report of King Abderahman’s downfall had 
reached Cordova, all hearts were seized with grief, seeing 
that the Iris whence they had augured tho calm of serenity, 
and wdiich had appeared with the flight of King Alcasiin 
from their city, was now removed, and their hope of repose- 
after so many civil discords seemed also to be taken away. 
Tho partizans of tho house of Omeya were preparing 
triumphal arches for the entrance of Abderahman into his 
capital, in that fatal hour when the news of his death was 
brought them. All the city was thereby filled with dismay, 
the inhabitants trembling in fear and despair as they thought 
of the horrors that must ensue on the renewed entrance of 
the barbarians, and of all the calamities preparing for them 
by the frightful w^arfaro again to recommence even in the 
very hcai*t of their already exhausted city. 


CHAP. CXIV.— Of AKOTHBa descexdant of abderahmajs^ tub 

OKEAT, AEUEEAlCMA^r AinOSXADIE BIIJJAU. 

The Alameries of Cordova, and all the partizans of the 
house of Omeya, now turned their eyes on Abderahman 
Ben Hixem Ben Abdelgiabar l!ei> Abderahman Anasir, a 
choice which they wore assured would meet with popular 
approval in Cordova, as well as in all the cities of that 
portion of fcSpain which is called Andalusia. Abderahman 
Ben Hixem was brother to the renowned Mohamad El 
Mohdi Eillali; he was twenty-two or twenty-three years 
old at the time when he was chosen king, and was pro- 
claimed by all the Walies, Tiziers, Alchatibes, and principal 
nobles of Andalusia, in tho moon of Bamazan, in the year 
114 . The new sovereign was of fair stature and pleasing 
countenance ; he had good ability, and in his early youth 
was considered to be of laudable habits and Kfe. He was 



108 


DOlJII^rEOK or THE IIT SPAIK. [A.E. 1022. 

called Abul Motaraf, and, when proclaiming Hm tlieir king, 
the people gave him the title of Almostadm Billah.* 

Ahu Muhamad Een Huzuin El Eaqui describes Abderah- 
man Almostadir as an erudite and eloquent youth, who was 
besides a good poet : and Hayan teUs us that there was not 
at that time a more noble person in his family than Ab- 
derahman himself. Letters were despatched to all the 
provinces and capitanaries or military districts, to the end 
that all should acknowledge his claims and swear obedience 
to his rule ; ' the Chotba was made for him in every mosque, 
and all applauded the judicious selection thus made of a 

f reat grandson of the illustrious Abderahman the Third, 
oping from the noble youth so nearly related to that great 
sovereign the reparation of all the many evils which had 
now so long been suifered by the Moslemah of Spain. 

But how vain are the hopes of man ! Offended by that 
selection, and the preference thus shown to Abderahman, 
his own cousin, Muhamad Ben Abderahman Ben Obeidala 
took an oath of vengeance against all the Alameries and 
nobles of Cordova ; determined in his secret soul to deprive 
his cousin of the throne, or to die in that attempt. 

The proclamation of Abderahman Almostadir had taken 
place in the moon of Eamazan ; and the Easter of Alfitra or 
the close of Eamazan having come, the king saw cause to 
desire that the unlimited license permitted to themselves by 
his Andalusian and Sclavonian guard should be repressed 
by the strong hand, seeing that during the disorders of the 
period of revolt just passed, they had formed the habit of 
going through the city, m the time of those festivals, com- 
mitting every kind of eKcess, appearing to believe that every 
thing was to be endured at their hands, and that all the 
citizens were hound to yield obedience to their insolent 
commands. 

The rules "by which that body of soldiers was regulated 
now received a revisal : many of their privileges were taken 
uway from them, many of their exemptions were recalled : 
and in these regulations the kiug did no more than give 
evidence of the rectitude hy which he was governed. But 

♦ Almostadir Bdlah— he whose hope is in the aid of Grod j or the 
^Confider in the protection of Allah, — Qmde. 



A D. 1022 ] DEATH OE ABDEEAHMAI^ ALM06TAD1E BILLAH. 109 ' 

the turhulont soldiery thus restramed, vrcre greatly dis- 
pleased by thohC changes ; the Ainean denotes a\ ere more 
particularly olieiidcd, and many of them declared in their 
murmurs that the King Abderahinan Almostadir ought 
rather to liave been chosen the Prefect or Chief of a band of 
solitaries, an abbot of hermits in the desert, rather than as 
king to occupy the throne of Cordova. 

Muhamad Ben Abderahinan Ben Obeidala, the cousin of 
the king, did not fail to profit by those dispositions among 
the royal guard : availing himself of the opportunities afforded 
him by the possession of great riches, he soon obtained 
much popularity among them ; and, hy favour of certain 
light and inconsiderate youth of the nobles, he contrived to 
engage these troops in a conspiracy as hasty as it was trai- 
torous and cruel. On thetwenty-seventh of the moon Dylcada 
a band of tbe guard thus conspiring entered the king’s apart- 
ments at the hour of dawn, and before King Abderahman 
had risen : they cut down the ISclavonians who endeavoured 
to defend the door of the royal chamber, when Abderahinan 
himself, disturbed by tbe clash of weapons and the cries of 
his Sclavoman guard, who had remained faithful to him, 
awoke and sprang from his bed. He defended himself for 
some time with his sword : hut what could one man do 
against a multitude ? He was soon overthrown, and the 
assaslins cut him to pieces with inhuman cruelty. 

That done, they then marched through the streets of the 
city with their ensanguined weapons still bare in their 
hands, proclaiming Muhamad, their employer, King of Cor- 
dova ; and, entering the houses o& certain among the prin- 
cipal Xeques and Viziers, whom they slew, they completed 
their work hy plundering the dwellings of those murdered 
men of all the riches they contained. 

And now, in all that populous city, there was so little 
firmness to oppose violence, that all the inhabitants, 
Xeques and Generals, Cadies and Alchatibes, as well as the 
unarmed people, remained intimidated and amazed in pre- 
sence of that turbulent horde ; they listened to those 
uncalled-for and violont proclamations without strength or 
resolution to oppose themselves to the disorderly troop of 
assassins now revollmg in their streets, as without courage 
to avenge the innocent blood of tbe good king Abderahman 
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Almostadsir, whose only desire had been to obtain repose for 
them, and who died in the endeavour to free them from the 
oppressions of an insolent soldiery. Tbs monarch, worthy 
of a happier fate, had occupied the throne forty-seven days 
only when he came to the untimely end above described. 

Abu Meruan Ben Hayan tells us that the letters which 
King Abderahman had sent to theWalies all over Spain, 
with respect to the oath of allegiance, had just been re- 
sponded to by the replies desired, when, at the moment that 
he was receiving them, the Bates cut short his thread of life. 
He left no heirs, and his death was all the more deeply 
lamented in every province of Spain where the virtues of 
his youth had caused the wearied people to conceive hopes 
of repose, to be enjoyed beneath the protection of that 
monarch and his posterity for a long series of years. 

Shortly before this period, the King Yahye Ben Aly had 
returned from Africa, wbther he bad repaired for the ar- 
rangement of his affairs, and had for some little time con- 
1;ented himself with Algezira Alhadra and Medina Malaga, 
both which cities he held in his hands. But, hearing of his 
uncle Alcasim’s flight from Cordova, and the state of matters 
in that city, he sent a body of bis cavalry to Xeres, where 
.he knew Alcasim to have taken refuge, demanding that his 
kinsm^ u should be given up to him. The "Wall of Xeres 
aurrei^dered his person accordingly, when King TahyS^ept 
him in a rigorous imprisonment, wherein he remained even 
to the period of his death, altbougli that event did not take 
place until many years after Yshve had himself departed 
from life. Abnlfeda iiffoftns us that Alcasim lived twenty 
years after the death of bs brother Aly, and adds that there 
could be no cause for the disagreement between himself and 
his nephew excepting only this, — ^that he, being old, and the 
uncle of Yahye, could not resolve to pay homage and obe- 
dience to his nephew, and the son of his brother. 


CH. CXV.—Or OTHAMAn mostaoei billah. 

Ekthbokeb with the violence above described, Muhamad 
Ben Abderahman Ben Obeidala was called by his guards and 
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partizaus El Mostacfi Billali. llis treasures, seatterocl with 
a prodigal haiid> obtained for him the hearts of the troops 
and the populace ; all classes wore compelled to sivear obe- 
dience to his rule, and the Chotba was made for him in all 
the mosques. Ilia Zenetes and guards were bound to his 
interests by new privileges and immunitios, which he granted 
to them with unsparing liberality, adding to tlicso a more 
amply furnished table, arms of increased ^niluc, and vest- 
ments of more splendid brilliancy than they had ever before 
possessed. To the nobles w'ho were his partizaiis Muhamad 
gave governments and other offices, even to their heart’s 
content, and, having constructed that kind of safeguard 
around him, ,he believed himself seeme, Nor did ho 
then give himself fui-ther care for anything but the restora- 
tion of the gardens, and otherplaces of ploasaunce surround- 
ing his Alcazar of Medina Azahra, thiukmg only of passing 
Ins hours in all the delights and enjoyments of this life. 
Little did Muhamad concern himself with the government 
of the provinces, nor did he give any attention to the defence 
of the frontiers. The Walies and Alcaides of the towns 
were left to rule as absolute masters therein, disposing freely 
of the rents and revenues of every kind”^ paid into the public 
treasury by the vanous classes of contributors. 

Prom these causes the treasure of the state became gra- 
dually diminished, although the king received no portion of 
the same for his own expenses. The Exchequer or Treasury 
of the Divan Alaia, which had been set apart for rewards 
and gratifications to be conferred only on those who had 
performed good service to the stat«, was in like manner ex- 
hausted by the profligate liberalities* of Muhamad ; hie own 
riches, altli^agh of vast amount, but only just snfficiog to 
tbe expenditure required for the due sjilendour and fitting 
propnety of the royal house. 

It thus became needful that the Almc^arifes, or receivers 
of the public revenues, should obtain resoureos by means 
previously unattompte^ and they oppressed the towns of 

* In addiLion to the Azaque, or tenth of afl tli© fhnta of the earth, 
■with that of the increase of dor^ks and herds and of the proceeds of in- 
dustry, there were the Charaga, or dues of import and export ; the 
Taadii, or tax paid by the retail dealers ; tlie rent of the markets , and 
iihe capitation tax, exacted from Jows and Christians. — Cond4, 
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Andalusia by new and nnbeard-of exactions. But, although 
these heavy taxes drew large amounts, yet all was not 
sufficient to meet the immoderate demands made on the 
treasury of Andalusia, called on as it was to make up the 
deficiency occasioned by the disorders which had been suf- 
fered to intrude into the administration of the contributions 
due from the provinces. 

The king meanwhile thought of nothing but his amuse- 
ments. He passed his time in listening to the pleasing 
verses repeated by the poets of his court, or to the canzonets 
written by the Vizier, Zeidun of Cordova, wherein that 
author celebrated the loveliness of the beautiful Habiba, 
daughter of the king Muhamad, whose affection for that 
child of his love amounted almost to folly. Abdelmelic Beu 
Ziadatala, called El Tabeni, also presented his ingenious 
verses to the sovereign, with his book on the manners and 
customs of the Arabs, which w^as likewise in verso. Tho 
houso of this Abdelmelic Ziadatala in Cordova was a kind 
of academy ; it was frequented by all who loved letters, and 
he was himself renowned for his accomplishments through- 
out Africa, Egypt, Syria, and Arabia. To King Muhamad 
it was that the Vizier and Alchatib, Abdelwahib Abul Mo- 
queira, wrote the dedication of his collection of poetry ; and 
Abdel Wahidi of Cordova, who was a native of Cabra, and 
held the office of Walilcoda of Jativa, also dedicated his 
elegant discourses in prose and verse to that monarch, as 
did the eminent poet Aben Chahd Ben El Tarus the collec- 
tion of poems which he made in liis praise, and Abul Cliu- 
loiii, of Beja near Seville, ins most celebrated Canzonets. 

King Mohamad did i!ot fail at length to perceive that in 
the demands made on the people, the Ecceivem were pro- 
ceeding in a mauncr little in accordance witu order and 
justice ; yet ho hnow not how to remedy those evils, nor by 
what means he could prevent the vexatious not unfrequently 
described to him. His inability and negligence combined 
caused the just complaints of his people to remain as if dis- 
regarded ; and from these disorders it ensued that a prince, 
whoso natural disposition was liberal and generous, obtained 
the reputation of being exacting and avaricious, some utter- 
ing murmurs against him because they paid too niucli, and 
others because they received too little. 
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And, for the greater calamity of that unhappy time, when 
all public virtue seemed to be extmet, it was not possible 
to persuade the Walies of the provinces that their duty was 
to maintain concord among themselves for the benefit of the 
state, nor did they listen to the few wise men who implored 
them to offer an example of union and obedience to the less 
important functionaries acting beneath their orders • thus 
the generals commanding on the frontiers, with the Alcaides 
of fortresses and those of the to^ms, were alike disobedient 
and wanting in tlieir duty. Many of these men had risen 
from poor and obscure beginnings, but, in the various revo- 
lutions and disorders of the state, had succeeded in raising 
thomsclvos to pow(*r, and having intruded themselves into im- 
portant offices, had become an object of fear to those benoath 
them. Even the people, corrupted in all parts of the king- 
dom by the perpetual disquietudes, conspiracies, and rebel- 
lions of the time, had become accustomed to a life of violence 
and tumult ; many classes among them preferring that dis- 
orderly state of things to a life of repose, seeing that by tho 
former they w’ere furnished with occasions for effecting 
robberies, and taking vengeance on those who had offended 
them, with that impunity which unhappily must ever attend 
enme in periods of civil warfare and popular revolution. 

The king was most probably unconscious of the political 
infirmity thus prevailing among his people, or, if he knew 
of its existence, he had neither the firiinioss required to re- 
press the manifestations thereof, nor the power to apply such 
remedies as might have tended in the course of time to era- 
dicate the evil. Neither did he know that those very men, 
whose disloyal and traitorous forgetfulness of the most 
sacred obligations had unjustly placed him on the throne, 
were now impatient of his scat thereon, and anxious to dis- 
possess him of the same. Tot this was a factthjt could not 
be long concealed ; and Muhamad, becoming intimidated by 
the rumours which at length reached him, fled his capital, 
and passed tho greater part of liis time at Azahra, whore he 
was noverthelesB far from being in security. He then began 
to distrust hia guard and the most familiar of his attendants : 
nor without good reason, no long time having elapsed 
before the seditious lovers of change having incited the 
multitude to rebellion, that uncertain populace gathered 

VOL. II, I 
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in ficroo troops about the bouses of ilie Viziers and Cadies, 
ivbich they surrounded with insolent outcries, demandiujt]^ 
the deposition oF certain among the great officers, with the* 
heads of others, and finishing by requiring that tho Kmg 
and his Hagibs should be put to death. 

Muhamad having been warned of the danger threatening 
him by the few generals of his guard who still remained liuth- 
ful to him, and these attending him with a body of African 
cavalry, he left the Alcazar of Zahra in the night — taking 
with him all his family. It is true that he was abandoned 
on the road by many who had made profession of intending 
to share his fortunes ; hut he succeeded in reaching the 
fortress of ITclcs in the territory of Toledo, whore he was 
received with much kindness by the AJcaide of tliat place, 
Ahderahman Ben Muhamad Ben Selim Ben Said Ben Al- 
mondar, the son and grandson of bravo generals, who had 
held the government of the same from tho time of King 
Ahderahman the Q-reat. 

But even here his enemies found moans to reach tho un- 
happy Muhamad Ben Abderalmian; and he had nob boon 
long at Ucles before he received his death. The manner or 
that event was on this wise : a dish composed of chickens, 
prepared with a certain herb which grows in that country, 
was placed before him, and he unsuspectingly ate thereof : 
but the herbs thus used were poisonous, and of their effects 
Muhamad died, in the year 415. The duration of hist 
reign was seventeen months, and he left no son to succeed 
him. 

Ill this same year, aijd on Thursday, the 13th of the 
moon of Giumada PrimeiM, Abdallah Ben Eebie of Cordova 
died in that city, and in the morning dawn of the Juina or 
Prklay he wns buried in the house of Xuhaid, being fol- 
lowed to th^ grave by a large company : he was not taken 
to the Machora or cemetery, from fe«ir of the barbarians 
•who were at that time infesting the vicinity of the capital- 
May God be gracious to him I 
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With ilio news of all tliafc had befallen in Cordova, the 
partizaiis of King Yaliyo Ben Alj Baa liamud took care to 
hasten to IM'alaga, when they described to him the revolu- 
tions and disquietudes suflbrcd by the state, and incited him 
to march on the capital \\itli his troops, for the purpose of 
obtaining possession thereof, thus placing himself on the 
throne, which they declared to be his of right, in virtue 
of the declaration made by King liixciii in tavoui* of his 
father. 

Yaliyo Ben Aly was then governing his dominions of 
Malaga, Algezira Alhadra, Oobta, and Tangiers, with iniinite 
moderation and justice : he was beloved by his people, and, 
desirous of his aggrandizement, they ofiered to seat him 
on the throne of Cordova. Thus it -viaa rather by tliewill 
of his ambitious partizans, than by his own, that Tahye 
Ben Aly departed from his city of Malaga and repaired 
to Cordova. 

The principal inliabitants, and such lionourahlo men as 
might still be found, rejoiced in his coming, because they 
hoped to be delivered by his means from the tumultuoiis 
anarchy which had so long torn the city to pieces ; many of 
them therefore went forth to receive him, and to express the 
confidence which they felt in his prudcnco and good govern- 
ment. Nor did the citizens generally refuse the customary 
manifestation of their adhesion; the cntranco of the now 
sovereign put all in movemeut, and he was greeted on his 
passage with numerous demonstPaiions of gladness. He 
alighted in the first instance at the Aljama, and after having 
made the prayer of Adohar, ho passed through the principal 
streets amidst the festive acclamations of the populace. 

The new king then wrote to the Walies ana Governors 
of provinces, requiring them to repair to Cordova, there to 
take the oath of allegiance ; but the more distant rulers ex- 
cused themselves under various pretexts, while many of 
those who were nearer openly declared that they did not 
acknowledge him to be their king, but an intruder called 
into the country by a faction which they despised. 

Among those who thus avowed their disobedience, the 
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king was most of all displeased with tko AVak of vSevillc, 
and desiring to make such an cxainplo of him as miglit 
serve for the warning of the rest, he commandod his Aleaidos 
of Xerez and Malaga to unite their cavalry and foot-soldiers 
with those of Sidonid and Arcos ; which done, they ■were 
ordered to direct their march on Seville : King Yahye Ben 
Aly, with the cavalry and other troops of Cordova, also pre- 
paring to join them. 

And here it will he proper to say who was that ATali 
of Seville, and what were his parentage and condition, 
with the qualities of the man. Muhamad Ben Ismail Bon 
Ahmed El Lahmi, called Ahulcasim, had been Cadi of Seville 
during the short reign of Alcasim Bon Hamud, when his 
prudence and sagacity enabled him to obtain all ho desired 
from that king, who made him governor of the province : 
hut, in return for that benefit, when Alcasiai departed from 
Cordova in the year 413, Mohamad Ben Ismail seized tlio 
sovereignty of the district as the independent possession of 
himself and his posterity, 

Abu Eafe relates that this Muhamad was the son of 
Ismael Ben Muhamad Ben Ismail Ben Coraix Ben Abod 
Ben Amer Ben Aslam Ben Amer Ben Itaf Ben Naim, and 
he adds that Itaf and Naim came into Spain at the time 
when Baleg Ben Baxir El Coraixi made his descent on the 
country. Itaf was of Hemesa, in Syria, and of the tribe of 
Lahmi : he had his origin from Alans, a village situate on 
the confines of Algifer, which is between Egypt and Syria. 
Having arrived in Spain, Itaf established himself at Oaria 
Jurain, in the district of^^Taxena and jurisdiction of Seville, 
a place situate on the shore of the G-reat Eiver. Others 
say that this race was of the sons of Nooman Ben Almond- 
hir Ben Measemai, and add that they prided themselves 
much on their nobility, the illustrious antiquity of which has 
been often sung in melodious numbers, as may be seen 
in the eulogies and verses of many ingenious poets and 
men of letters, in those written by Aben Lebana amonff 
others. 

Abu Meruan Ben Hayan tells us that the father of Mu- 
hamad, W^ali of Seville, was Ismael Ahcn Abed, a man 
greatly distinguished for prudence, and possessing much 
influence both before and after the commencement of the 
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civil Ho oxoreiscd couaklerablc autlioviij in tho city 

and C\'nnaroa ut* >Se\illo, and being very wealthy, lived in "a 
state of pom]) and ostentation but slightly diifei'ing from 
that aftbetod by kings. No privaio cavalier of Andalusia 
could equal huu in that respect, nor had any so vast a 
number of servants as those which formed the household of 
Ismail Ahen Abed. He was very liberal moreover, and 
received to the shelter of his roof not a few of the most 
illustrious exiles and banished nobles of Cordova, at times of 
public calamities, which wore then but too frequent, and 
when civil discords were kindled in tho capital. This Ismail 
is furthermore described as a crafty person, but one of con- 
siderable erudition: he was also a good cavalier, of very 
firm mind and much apparent wisdom, but in ojQfect one v’Ko 
always contrived to attain his ends with certainty and 
security. Ho brought up his son Muhamad in tho same 
cautious policy, and taught him to overcome the greatest 
difiicultios. 

‘When IMuhamad Boii Ismail was informed that the King 
Tahye Ben Aly was marching against him, ho placed a 
body of the cavalry of Seville and Carmona m ambush at a 
convenient point, with orders to sally forth 'when the occa- 
sion should present itself. IVIuhamad himself, with other 
forces of foot and horse, advanced to meet King Tahye, 
when the light companies of Cordova had sevei'al skirmishes 
witli those of IBeville, and after a certain time the hosts of 
both the contending parties came into presence. The troops 
of Muhamad soon began to yield ground, yet doing so by 
little and little only, according to a stratagem determined on 
by their leader, and'as men who wore making their best efforts 
to avoid that necessity, until atlength they feigned a retreat 
w Inch Giidofl in a seeming defeat and disorderly fiight. But 
when they had brought the men of Cordova so far in pursuit 
as to ho within tho amhuah mentioned above, the forces of 
Muhamad turned with great impetuosity on their supposed 
victors, and this ambush also bursting forth from its hiding- 
place, the troops of King Tahye were surrounded. That 
prince himself, fighting in tho hottest of tho battle, was 
pierced through and through by a lauco which nailed him 
to the saddle, and receiving other wounds at the same 
time, ho foil dead from hia horse. 
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expending all his savings of the year in feasting the troops 
of hia fortress on that day. 

The vestments of the Alcalde Ilixcin wore very simple, 
and his food Tvas of the most frugal kind : he had paas(Hl 
his whole life on the frontier, hut died soon after the de- 
parture of the king, who had himself remained there thivt' 
years all hut two months, at the end of which time the 
Vizier Ahul Huzam Gehwar wrote entreating him to clohiy 
no longer, but at once to appear in his capital, "vnIuto thr 
people, greatly desiring to behold tlieir king, and unquiet 
at his protracted absence, were becoming discontented. 

Abul Huzam added, that from the light discourses and 
complaints of the populace, the seditious were already 
taking occasion to foment discords, which might easily 
become the pretext for serious commotions ; that ^ the 
Goveruora or Walies of the provinces in the interior of tlu^ 
kingdom were openly manifesting their intention of Tender- 
ing themselves independent, winning over to their interests 
the hearts of the people, whom they ruled by the sceminy 
hlandness and equity of their government, and were mean- 
while acting on all occasions in the manner of absolute 
sovereigns, not pennitting that the contributions or revc - 
nues of their provinces should be sent to the capital. 

On receiving these advices. King Hixem Ben Muhamad 
departed from the frontier, and repaired with much dilgence 
TO Cordova, making his entrance into that city on the 8ih 
day of the moon Dylhagia, in the year 420. Ho was re- 
ceived with all possible demonstrations of gladness, and, 
surrounded with an innumerable concourse oi people, pro- 
ceeded to his Alcazar. .If or did any long time elapse before 
the cordial kindness of his manner, his gentle and generous 
treatment of all who approached him, and the attention hc^ 
paid to the upright administration of justice, had wholly 
gained the *hearts of the citizens; while the repos© that 
succeeded his arrival repressed the wicked hopes of those 
who were expecting new revolts, and laid the needful rt- 
stramt upon their enterprises, calming at the same time tlu^ 

needed the Military Orders of Spam, as ■well as of the East— ml 

renowned for their bravoiy and for the &crv.ous they rendered Uv 
Ohrifltianity The rules of both mstitntions have much aumlarit\. 
— Condi, 
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dinqmetutlos of tlio inoro honouraMo IMoaleinah, ^\llO ^\oro 
in tlroad of that nii.sforiunc. 

Iviu*; Hixom Bon -Muhamad look earo to visit tlio hos- 
pitals and lunisos of rofugo for tho poor, ui his own poTsoii, 
as lu‘ did tlu^ ]\radrisaR or schools lor children, the higlier 
scminaritjs for youth, and ihe colleges for advanced students; 
the most especial attention of tlic king was, liowever, be- 
stowed on the sick, and his own ph}siciaua wore tdiarged to 
l)ay a <hii)y visit to tlu' Almareatanes or inlirnumcs. Among 
the changes made hy llixom Ben jMuliamad was the deposi- 
tion from his ofliee of Abderahman Ben Ahmed Ben Said 
Ben -Muhamad Bon Baxir Ben Garcia,* called Abulmotarif, 
who had been elected Oadi of tho Aljama of Cordova by 
the King Aly Ben llamud. Hew'as a very eloquent person, 
and had been greatly favoured by tho family of llamud : the 
office of Cadi and Prefect of Prayer had been held by him 
for twelve years ten mouths and four days, according to 
Abu Mcruan Ben Hayun, and, according to the same 
authority, ho retired into private life on Doing deprived 
thereof, from which time ho dwelt secluded in his house at 
Cordova until his death, which took place a little more than 
two years after his deposition from office, when ho was 
buried with great honour in tho Macbora or cemetery of 
Abcn Alias. The day of Abderahman Ben Ahmed’s funeral 
was a Saturday, and was about tlie middle of tho moon 
Xaban. 

About this time tho following verses were recited by^ 
Obeidyas, tho Chatib or secretary of ObcidalaBou Meruan: 
tluMr subject was tho palace inhabited by Obeidala, and tlio 
inagnificouco of which w^as such a? to compete “with that of 
the Koyal Alcazar, and to uiueli surpass in its splendour 
the palace of IMogiieiz and the houses of Almanzor : — 

Itrightp Aloa/-ar of Abi Meruan, 

Worthy to bo tUo Hall ol‘ l^aracliso ; 

What shall Burpabs thy beauty, rich and varied 
Aa aro tho hues of clumgcful leopard blius. 

^ III the Arabian doeunients of this period it is not unusual to Hurl 
Ootliic and Cliristian names, as Oondemip Ben Bavad, Ahmed Ben 
Guzman, Mohamad Ben Kortuno, Abdallah Ben Golier, iBen Borangel, 
Beu Mcndis, BenMunxos, Bon Maurice, Bon Harlmir, Ben Garcia, Beu 
Sancho, Bon Eortis, Ben Gulindo, &c.— Cb/ic/e?. 
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Fair homo of bliss, thy radiant clmmhcra sliino 
Witli jasiicrs rare and marhles quaintly carvotl j 
They glitter with the gold that Tibar sends 
As 'twcre to teach us what nviy bo the lionio 
Of lum whom Fortune favours. 

Eng Hkem El Motiid Billah eudeavoureJ to tring tlio 
Walies of the provinces to their duty by reasoning and 
gentle means : ho v^TOto amicable letters, wherein lu^ sought 
to prove the pressing necessity of nniou, coiic'ord, mid 
peace, hetiveen all tho Moslemah provinces of Spain, to tlic 
-end that the Idngdom might he the hotter prejiarod to make 
head against the Infidels, and might recover tlie territory 
which the long reign of civd discord had caused it to lose 
on the frontiers, since it was certain that, without a good 
understanding among themselves, they could not hope for 
security from without, any more than for the niaintonance 
of public happiness within the realm Nov did the WaJios 
deny the force of these reasonings ; they admitted the truth 
of all the king advanced, and acknowledged the logitinuito 
authority of the Caliph of Cordova ; but, in point of fact, 
they gave little heed to what he had said,— -they did not 
cease from^ their intrusive pretensions, and under various 
pretexts still continued to refuse the payment of the con- 
tributions and services which they oii^t to have remitted, 

' such being due by their respective provmces to the state. 

The king then became convinced that so grave an evil 
'must he remedied by more severe measures, and resolved to 
attempt the gradual reduction of the disobedient Walies ; 
lie therefore charged Ob^idala Ben Abdelaziz El Tahsobi 
with the subjection of the Algarve or west of Spain ; and 
that general did in fact compel to their allegiance the Walies 
•of Sibla, Oksonoba, Xilbe, and other cities, which W'ere still 
governed by. men who had been appointed for the most part 
by the King Tahye Ben Aly. The government of Gezira 
fealtis King Hixem El Motad Billah bestowed on the fatlior 
of Obeidala Ben Abdelaziz El Xahsebi, even Abdelaziz El 
Becrui; but that Wali did not long continue to merit the 
confidence of his sovereign, since he also did his utmost to 
change the government thus entrusted to him into an inde- 
pendent lordship. 

Now It had come to pass after tho death of Abdorahmau 
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Almortatli. iliat tho lord of Sanha^it, Alman/or lion Zcirl, 
liiid made master of all the to^\^a of I'llvira and 

(Jranada, the weaktMved eondiliou of Andalusia haviitij; per- 
niitted him to obtain possession oft hem in the llrst imstancey 
and the eonslaut presenee (d‘ civil disortlers in Cordova 
iaiabliu^; him to make fxood his seat and bceuro himself 
lirmly therein, before measures could bo tahim for lu$ ex- 
pulsion. Findm»^ that he remained undisturbed in his 
actpiisitions, Almanzor Bmi Zein then departed foi* Africa, 
leavinpf in his ]>lace a very prudent aud valorous general, 
his nephew Ilabus JJcii Jialkim, Alchafcib tells us iliat this 
Almauzor reigned seven years in (Iranada. 

At JMalaga the son of Yahye Ben Aly Bon llanmd, even 
Ihlris, governed as a king, and his pcopfo called him Amu- 
ineniu, or Prince of the Paithful, having sworn fidelity and 
obedience to him with all solemnity at the death of his 
father, Yahye 'El Slotadi, for so did they call Yahyo Ben 
Aly. Edris himself they named El Olui, or the Exalted, and 
he was likewise called Abu Baiei. This Edris was a ruau 
of much eliariiy aud benevoleneo; he gave five hundred 
doubloons of gold to the poor on each succeeding 3uma or 
Priday of the year; and the reetitudo of lu^s" character, 
with his gem^rosity aud other (‘xccllcut i|uaKties, wore cele- 
brated in numerous verses. Ho recalled from tlicir banish- 
ment such nobles as had been wrongfully proseril)ed in the 
time of his father, restoring to them Whatever they had 
previously possessed; aud during his life there was ’never 
once lieard a complaint of oppression. He was, moreover, 
a very learned man, and visitctl. the schools with much 
interest, neither did he neglect the hospitals : tho ear of the 
excellent Edris was over open even to the humblest of his 
subjects, and Iixh life was occupied with no oilier employ- 
ment than that of conferring benefits and ,distributing 
favours. The Vizinr of Edris and the governor of his state 
was Ilia kinsman Sluza Ben Afan; but this man finally 
proved a traitor, aud assassinated his lord, at the instigation 
of the King of Banhaga, Almocz Ben Badis. 

In Henia, tho goveriimcnt w^as conducted by Abdallah El 
lloaiti : he also was called king, and coined money with liia 
own impress. Jiut no long time elapsed before Mugeliid 
Edun, his master, having i^etumed from Majorca, not only 
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deprived liini of the aovoreignly, but banislunl hiiu troiu Ihe 
country. A.bdallah Bl Moaiti then dopiivtotl io the buul nt 
Cute 3 Biij and was never seen to rai^e lus bead again m ibis 
world, having died ni those pans somewhere about the elose 
of the year 432, 

The Walies of Seville, Carmona, and Sidonm, \ven‘ in 
like manner maintaining ihomsehes in a eoniplote indepmi- 
dence of King Ilixein, and as, during the two \enrH of 1 hat 
monarch’s roign, the fortune of arms was more frequently 
favourable to the rebel AV^ahes than to himself, the virtuous 
king, finding his eftbrts vain, and desiring to put an end to 
the civil w ar so fatal to the interests of the country, con- 
sented to enter into a negociation wnth those rulers, and 
made terms of agreement with tlio greater part of them. 

But by that moderation all the dwellers in Cordova w'ore 
filled with discontent ; they attributed to King llixem Bl 
]\Iotad Billah himself the slight success of his arms, and 
all the calamities of tho period were soon considered to be 
the fault of their sovereign. Tho evil had indeed become 
such that it was now beyond remedy. The state was so 
much weakened by long disunion, that it no longer had 
power to contend with a rebellious Wait, since tho discord 
had extended to nearly all the provinces, and there was 
none that could be implicitly depended on. Tho good and 
wholesome habits and customs of the Moslcmah, as exist- 
ing in past times, were known no more — all had bocomo 
vitiated and corrupted; nor had this deterioration taken 
place by degrees, — it had come on with the impetuous haste 
of a torrent whether zealous or lukewarm as Moslemah, 
and however firm in the faith, all seemed alike given over 
to the empire of their passions : the more active spirits were 
restless and ungovernable ; the loss energetic were indolent 
and apathetic ; but all seemed to be agreed in one thing — 
indifference, namely, to the general welfare : at a word, the 
absence of public spirit was equally perceptible through 
aU ranks, and the Spanish Moslemah well merited what 
was then said of them by Bang Hixem El Motad Billah,, 
— “ This generation can neither govern well, nor be well 
governed.” 

The Yizier of Hixem Ben Mohamad, even Huzam Ben 
G-ehwar, advised his lord to avoid the capital and retire to 
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Ifodina Azarali, -nvIumv he mi^ht the heiier yeetire his 
person Ironii the perils of any siuldeu coinmotioin anti from 
the insults of a popular insurreetion, tvliieh the Vmier eon- 
h'ulorod to he iiinumoui ; hut the kin^ felt so ooniideut of 
the love and respect which Ins people of Cordova had always 
ctdnced for him, that lie could not fear so iin£j;riiteful and 
xinjust a return fivr his benefits. Yet the seditious leaders 
of the populace did not lonpf delay to jcjive him proof thaL 
his Vizier had judged them riglitly ; tlu'y excited the in- 
constant and inconsiderate multitude to rtdielliou, and 
demanded the deposition of King llixenu For this pur- 
pose they availed themselves of the obscurity of night : and 
it would seem that men covered by the nocturnal shadows 
arc bolder and more insolent than in the day, seeing that 
beneath the darkness they are not impeded by the blush 
which is naturally brought hy the light of day to the 
cheek of him who commits a bad and dishonourable action* 
Thus, then, the assembled multitudes passed through all 
the streets of the city in the gloom of night, declaring with 
loud outcries that they would have the king depart from 
Cordova. 

The Vizier Abul Gohwarwas among the first to announce 
to King Hixem Ben jVluhamad that the wull of the unquiet 
and impetuous people had been expressed as hath been re- 
lated; and the well-judging monarch, far from being dis- 
mayed at that intelligence, gave thanks to G-od that Ho 
had so been pleased to have it. With the break of day he 
departed from his Alcazar with his family and a good com- 
pany of the cavalry of liis guap^}, escorted by whom ho 
retired to a country palace, whence he repaired on the 
following day to the fortress of Hisn Abi Xanf, which he 
had built. Jlany noble cavaliers of Cordova accompanied 
their king : among others the renowned 4^delbar El 
Kamcri, a groat poet, wdth Muhamad El Kami, who was 
also much distinguished for the elegance of his verses, and 
tlie learned Ahmed Ben Abdelmelic Ben Xoheid, author of 
the book called llanut Alatar, which was filled with various 
compositions, botli in prose and verse, and all of infinite 
beauty. Other friends and favoured servants of Hixem Ben 
Muhamad likewise proceeded with him to hia retirement. 
Hia departure from Cordova took place in the year 422 ; and 
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lie remained in much tranq[idllity within the retreat he had 
chosen, until he passed to the mercy of God, which event 
took place in the year 428. 

The constancy of mind and many other virtues dis- 
played hy the admirable King Hixeni Ecu Muhamad, 
proved him the worthy descendant of his illustrious an- 
cestors, and rendered him deserving of a bettor fate, or 
rather of living in times less adverse to the good and 
upright. In him the dynasty of the Omeyas of Spain 
found its close. That dynasty had commenced witli Ab- 
derahman Een Moavia in the year 138, and finished with 
the excellent Hixem Een Muhamad in 422, after which 
none of that house reigned in the land. 

The historian Alathir relates, that after tlie deposition of 
King Hixem El Motad Eillah, a youth of the family of the 
Omeyas, who was in the flower of his age, pretended to the 
succession of fcho throne. The council and the leaders of 
tho people replied that they did not desire to elect him their 
king, because they perceived that fortune liad turned hei* 
back on all the Omeyas, and feared that the ruin of the 
state could not but ensue if the warning were disregarded. 
They bade him, therefore, rather look to the safety of his 
life and person, than seek his own destruction on the 
throne, takiog pity on Ins youth, and having consideration 
for the nobility of his condition Eut to all this the young 
man replied in these words, — “Let me bo this day pro- 
claimed king, and to-morrow take my life, if my adverse star 
shall so dispose it,” Yet he could not persuade them, nor 
bring about the exaltatioji he desired ; wherefore it is said 
that this Omeya disappeared that very day, and never more 
was anything heard either of him or his affairs. Thus 
passed the state and fortune of that house, as a thing that 
had never h.een. 

Happy is he w'ho hath done and laboured well, and 
praised for ever be tlie namo of Him whose empire shall 
never end I 
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CILVr. I.— Of thp. fx-ec-ttox of cekwaf, of ins aovEnxMEJiT, A^’D 

OF TirE STATE OF THE PltOVIAOLsi. 

Till; succcshioii of the Omcyan princes on tlio throne of 
Cordova taxing been thus brought to on end, partly by tin' 
maeliinations of the Xeques and AValies, who sought to 
establish their own greatness on the ruin of that illustrious 
family, but also partly by the distrust and superstitious con- 
viction of the people, who wero persuaded that the fortunes 
of that raco must have talcen an unfavourable turn, tho 
members of tho Council and Aljama of Cordova assembled 
together, and began to deliberate on the steps next to he 
taken. 

They declared it to b*G an indisputable fa cl., known to ar 
men, that in the whole realm of fclpain there now remained 
no one of tho family of tho Omoyas, small or great, rich 
or poor, and they next cast their eyes on the virtues aud 
excellent (piulities of Geliwar, a wnse aud prudent Vizier, 
the descendant of JIagibs, "Walies, and Chanecdlors, ■wht> 
had been over in tho councils of tho by-gone kings. 

This illustrious person was much esteeinecl and beloved 
by the people : he had secured th^ respect of all parties ; 
and in the dangerous pcritid of revolt and civil discord 
through xvhich the city of Cordova had so painfully passed, 
Gehwar had constantly distinguished himself by an extra- 
ordinary impartiality, a love of justice but too rjircly found 
at tliat time, and a noYor-failmg regard for the common 
welfare. 

Por theso virtues, wdiich xx’cro Icnowni to all, Gehwar 
received the unanimous voices of the council, and being pro- 
claimed king, was enthroned iiV Cordova amidst tho acclama- 
tions of the whole people. It is true that there xvere^ not 
Avauting statesmen who dreaded the concealed ambition 
which they suspected to lurk behind the wise and moderate’ 
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conduct of their new ruler, hut G-eliwar found moans to 
conciliate eycn the most distrustful, and caused all who 
approached his person to conceive the most flattering hopes 
of a prosperous and glorious reign. 

With a cautious policy which proved the excellence of 
his understanding, &ehwar had no sooner received the oath 
of allegiance from the Xeques, Alcaides, and principal 
inhabitants of the city, than he hastened to establish a new 
form of government eminently aristocratic in its principle, 
and concentrating the chief powers of the state m a Council : 
this Cehwar composed of the most important, induential, 
and honourable citizens of Cordova. In these men ho 
vested the whole authority and force of the sovereignty, re- 
serving to himself nothing more than the presidency of that 
Divan. All that was now done, therefore, each decree and 
every command, went forth to the people in the name of this 
Council ; and if any one addressed a petition or request to 
the king m particular, he replied as follows — “ In this 
matter I can neither grant nor refuse ; it belongs to the 
Council to decide, and I am but one of the Divan.’’ 

In this manner did Gehwar extend the mantle of pcaco 
over the people of Cordova, and from the first he won over 
to himself the minds of all ; the most distinguished men of 
the city were devoted to his government heart and mind, 
nor was there a dweller in Cordova that failed to sound his 
praise. Among other proofs given by Gehwar of his mode- 
ration was this, that he refused for some time to abandon 
his private residence for the royal palaces, and when at 
length it became needful iihat he should do so, the regula- 
tions introduced by his command into the arrangements 
of the household were such that the service and economy 
of the royal abode w’ere found to differ but slightly from, 
those of a private dwelling. The new sovereign reduced, 
among other things, the great number of the servants, and 
freed the gates of the Eoyal Alcazars from that enor- 
mous crowd of occupants by which they were beset in the 
time of the Omeyas. He disnussed a large part of the Life 
Guards also, and established so judieions an economy in 
every department of expenditure made for the palace, that a 
very important diminution in the cost of the household was 
the immediate result. 
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One of tbe many praiseworthy regulations of 0 eh war, 
and that for which he was at the time most gratofullv cele- 
brated, was tlie removal of all that horde of informers and 
pretended lawyers, who had long beexi suilered to live by 
calumnies, by the fomenting of ([uarrehs, and by the pro- 
longation of law-smts. lu the place of these men the king 
established a elosely-limited number of legal ollieers, all of 
whom he caused to be paid in proportion to their appomt- 
monts, and after the manner of the judges. The king also 
prohibited tlie continuance in tlieir usurped functions of those 
pretended physicians and ignorant charlatans who professed 
to cure disease without the knowledge and experience that 
could alone qualify them to do so. Ho furthermore decreed 
the institution of a college, by whoso members, all of w'boiu 
were men of learning and practical experience, every man 
should bo examined who might thenceforth present himself 
for the exercise of medicine or the service of the hospitals. 

The due provision of cities with all needful articles of 
food was another object of the king’s attention, and one of 
the results of his care m that respect was to render Cor- 
dova the granary of all Spam, seeing that within a certain 
period of time it rose to that eminence ; the markets and 
store-houses of the capital becoming the resort of dealers 
from every province of the kingdom. 

It was by King Gehw'ar, moreover, that the Almoxarifs 
or collectors of dues, and the Alcaldes or inspectors of pro- 
ducts, w’ere established ; he also appointed superintendents 
to all the gates and public squares, their oftice being to see 
that justice was maintained, and that the duo lilierty of 
coming and. going was accorded to all wdiose business called 
them to those places of assemblage. All the chiefs of these 
oflices were bound to render an account of their administra- 
tion at stated periods to the council of state. 

Among the most carefully-selected and most trusted of 
the new king’s Alwacires or ministers wore those to whom 
he confided the police of the city and its guardianship by 
day as well as by night. These officers distributed arms 
among the most respected inhabitants of each quarter, to 
the end that those men might watch the boundary of their 
own quarter and the district with which they were familiar. 
The streets of shops and ranges of booths were closed by 
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command at a given hour, and all the streets of the city 
were defended by gates for the prevention of those noetumal 
disorders by which the more peaceable of their inhabitants 
had been afflicted in other times, and with the purpose of 
rendering it more difficult for such criminals as were flying 
from one nightrwatch to escape into the rounds of another, 
thereby eluding the pursuit of justice. The guardians 
thus entrusted with the maintenance of order were expected 
to exhibit an increasing vigilance during the period of their 
watch, and were bound to furnish an exact account of what- 
ever they had observed to those who followed them, with 
the relation of all that had taken place within their hours of 
guard. 

By these cares the city lived in tranquillity and within 
the shadow of just laws ; its inhabitants prospered, the mer- 
chants and artisans became rich, and all showered bene- 
dictions on the head of G-ehwar, who, seated on the throne 
as on a watch-tower, looked down from that elevation with 
eyes that were ever mindful of all things appertaining to 
the good government of the state, or which were required 
for the well-being of his people. 

To the Walies of the provinces King Gehwar wrote letters 
informing them of his election to the crown, and calling on 
them to appear for the purpose of proffering him their oaths 
of allegiance ; but the greater part of them excused them- 
selves with various pretexts, feigning urgent causes whereby 
they were at that time prevented from repairing to Cordova, 
yet concluding with false protestations of submission, and 
offering the insincere expression of their wishes for his 
prosperity and continued welfare. Those who permitted 
themselves the most openly to manifest their indifference to 
the king’s election, were the "Walies of Toledo, Saragossa, 
Malaga, Seville, Granada, and Badajoz- hut Gehwar en- 
deavoured \o conceal his perception of their true motives, 
and the conviction which he felt of their resolve to introduce 
division and anarchy into the Kealm which he was so earnestly 
labouring to tranquillize. He wrote to them again, there- 
fore, expressing his approbation of the zeal with which they 
were giving themselves to the interests of their respective 
governments, and uhe care they manifested for the welfare 
of the provinces entrusted to their rule, reminding them at 
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the same time that the security of the kingdom, and its con- 
tinuance in the prosperity then comnioncuig, depended 
wholly on the union and concord which he hoped to see 
maintained through all its provinces. 

But while the prudent Gehwar was thus employed for 
the common weal, let us sec what was in fact the state of 
those provinces, and relate the manner in which the "Walies 
of the same had gradually raised themselves to the sove- 
reignty of their respective governments. 

The Wali of Seville at that time, and who had then be- 
come the absolute master of the whole district, vas 
Muhamad Ben Ismail Ben Abed, called Abul Casern. 
His family was originally of Hemesa, and his descent is 
described as follows : — ^When Baxir Ben Baleg, the Coraixi, 
had made his descent on Andalusia, there came with him 
two Syrian leaders called Itai‘ Ben Naim and Naamm Ben 
Almondar Ben M6 Alcemai, both of a hamlet called Alans, 
which was on the extreme border of Algifer, between Syria 
and Egypt. They vere of the tribe of Lahmi, and from 
these men did the family of Abed claim descent, boasting 
much of the antiquity of their origin, and declaring that 
their forefathers had established themselves in Seville at the 
time when the division of the lands wns made in the days of 
G-esam Ben Derar. They add, that Itafa Ben Nairn then 
selected his abode in Cana Jumin, which was in the territory 
of Taxeua, and within the jurisdiction of Senile. 

Ismail Aben Abed, the father of that Mohamad who bore 
rule in the reign of Gehwar Ben Mohamad Ben Gehwar, 
had secured to himself a large share of authority and con- 
sideration in Andalusia, by his prudence and by the influence 
of his great riches: both these he maintained during the civil 
w'ars, and oven after they had ceased to afflict the land. 
He lived with a parade and ostentation hut little different 
from that aflected by kings, insomuch that tlicre w^as no 
private person in all Spain who surpassed or even equalled 
him in that respect. The possessor of extensive domains in 
many Comarcas, and of immense herds of cattle in every 
kind, Ismail Aben was also the lord of innumerable servants, 
and expended riches uncountable in a spirit that was highly 
generous and liberal. His house was the asylum of aU 
the most illustrious among the cavaliers who were per- 
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petually flying from Cordova during tlio civil discords ; and 
tlie frank liberality which he displayed, with the apparent 
candour of his disposition, gained him the hearts of all 
these personages ; while the wisdom of his councils and the 
sagacity of bs discourse secured him the respect of Ida 
visitors, and promoted those views of aggrandizement which 
the wily Ismail secretly entertained. 

These views were nevertheless not realized to their full 
extent during the lifetime of Ismael, hut after his death the 
path he had marked out was followed carefully by his sou 
Muhatnad, who contrived to obtain from the King, Alcaseiu 
Een Hamud, the appointment of Cadi of Seville, that ruler 
manifesting an unbounded confidence in the loyalty as %veil 
as prudence of Muhainad ; hut in return for his benefits the 
crafty son of Ismail, followmg carefully in the footsteps of 
his father, took advantage of the disorders reigning in 
Cordova, insomuch that when Alcaaem was driven from 
the capital, and fled as a fugitive to the Com areas of Seville, 
the ungrateful Cadi made himself master of the city by 
means of those arts which he had learned from his father 
Ahen Ismail Ben Abed. 

This happened in the year of the Hegira 413 and Mu- 
hamad Ahen Ismael was assisted in his attempt by the most 
illustrious Xeques and Viziers of the province, even those 
who had been long the most distinguished for their loyalty, 
and who were the most influential from the importance of 
their offices ; he having won over the greater part by his 
liberality, or caused them to fall into his snares by other 
methods, so that all were among his most fervent partizans. 
The sons of Abu Becar 2ubeidi, the Q-rammarian, who had 
been preceptor to King Hixem the Second, were in the 
number of Muhamad’s more zealous followers, as were those 
of Airica and other men of distinction, whom he attached 
to him by the employments which he conferred on them, or 
hound to his party by the friendship which he showed them. 
The most important offices in southern Spam had indeed been 
gradually entrusted to the creatures of Muhamad Ahen 
Ismael, who thus formed his sovereignty and successfully 
prepared the first steps to the declaration of independence 
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on winch he had long determined. This ho finally com- 
pleted during the rebellion \iluch was commenced by the 
battle wherein he turned his troops against King Yahye, over 
w'hom he obtained a decisive victory near Eoiida, in the year 
41(5. From that time IMuhamad had lost no opportunity of 
aggrandisement, and had obtained possession of fortresses 
more or less powerful iii almost every part of Andalusia. 

Now there were certain astrologers and makers of horo- 
scopes who had predicted to kluhamad Ben Ismail that his 
dynasty should endure until destroyed by the hands of men 
who should come from Sabdria, an island which, as they 
added, was nevertheless not the proper abode of those thus 
fated to work the downfall of his race. Muhamad instantly 
decided that the persons intimated in the dark sayings of 
the astrologers were no other than those of the Berezila 
family, whose connection with the Hagib Almanzor Ben Abi 
Amer had procured for them several extensive governments, 
with other charges and employments of high value, in Anda- 
lusia. Among these officers, Muhamad Aben Ismail fixed 
hia attention more particularly on Muhamad Ben Abdallah 
Albarzeli, lord of Carmona and Ecija, who had raised himself 
to the independent rule of those cities during the revolu- 
tion and civil wars resulting from the discords of the 
Hamudes, even Alcaaim and Tahye Ben Hamnd. Him, 
therefore, Muhamad Ben Ismail resolved to attack, and 
never to desist from making war upon him until he should 
have despoiled him of all that he possessed, and effected his 
destruction. He was thus on the point of laying siege to 
Carmona, when the letters of Kiifg Gehwar were brought 
to him from Cordova ; but he did not abandon his intention 
on account of them, — nay, rather he made the more earnest 
eflbrts to press the siege and disembarrass himself of the 
enemy he feared, to the end that he might be* the better 
prepared for the new contest which he could not but 
anticipate, ^ 

Now when the unhappy intelligence of the death of their 
King Tahye had reached the city of Malaga, the inhabitants 
thereof had despatched messengers into Africa conveying the 
news of that event to Abu Giafar Ahmed Ben Abi Muza, 
known as Aben Bokina, and to the Sclavonian Naja, who 
"both Ixeld governments in that country. These leaders 
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thereupon repaired without delay to Spain, whither they 
brouf^ht a brother of the deceased Tahye, even Edris Ben 
Aly Ben Hamud, whom they hastened to proclaim king in 
Malaga, giving him the title of Alolui and saluting him as 
Ameer Amumenin. 

When thus called to the throne of Malaga, Edris Ben 
Aly, the brother of Yahye, was at Cebta, the government 
of which city he had for some time held with that of 
Tangia. His Xeques now advised him to appoint llacen, 
the son of Tahye, as his substitute or Wah in Cehta, none 
proposing that either of the sons of Tahye should he made 
king, because they were but children of tender ago : tho 
number of those heirs thus left by the lamented Iving 
Tahye was but two, — Edris, who was the elder, and Hacen, 
who remained in Cebta as aforesaid, and who was the 
younger. He retained that office until the year 430. Being 
hut children, these sons of Tahye were easily persuaded to 
do as others thought best. 

The accession of Edris, the brother of Tahye, to the 
throne of Malaga took place in the year 418. He w^as a 
good and beneficent man, by whom aU who had been exiled 
were permitted to return to their homes, and the property 
and lands of such as had forfeited their possessions he 
restored to their original owners. Edris was very charitable 
moreover ; and on every Juma* he distributed 500 doubloons 
of gold in alms to the poor : a man of much learning, ho 
paid frequent visits to the schools, and did not disdain to 
give his personal attention to the poor and humble : at a 
word, the benevolence of the king was ever ready for all who 
sought hia aid. The Viziers of his dominions were two, — 
the Selavonian Naja, who ruled in Africa, and Ahen Bokina, 
with bis kinsman Muza Ben Afan, who held the govern- 
ment of Malaga ■ the latter was hia Hagib as well as 
Tizier ; the former was the general of hia armies. 

That unfortunate event, the death of Tahye Ben Aly, 
caused the rise of another party in Algezira Alhadra ; and 
this faction professed to act for the sous of Alcasem Ben 
Hamud, who were then living in the care of a truly honour- 
able Xeque of Almagarara, known as Abul Hegiag. When 
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made acquainted with the death of Tahye Ben Aly, Abul 
Ilagiag called together the people of Aimagarava, at that 
time in Algesiras, and addressing the blacks, who w ere tlie 
troops of the country, he said to them, “ Here do 1 present 
to you these youths, Muhamad and llaccn, sons of Alcasom 
Ben Hamud. They are your veritable Sovcrcigua and the 
descendants of your lords ; they will be your leaders, and 
will render you happy provided only that your loyalty and 
courage be such as to equal their deserts.'* The Negros 
drew their swords, and swore to obey the commands and 
maintain the rights of their master’s sons, even at the 
cost of their lives. Then Muhamad Ben Alcasim, although 
but a boy, gave them his thanks with much grace and self- 
possession ; promising to hold it as a glory through all 
his days, that he was the companion and general of his 
N^os. 

In Granada, likewise, there arose a cause of trouble, 
seeing that the then ruler, Habus Ben Mas can, nephew of 
the General Habus Ben Mascan Ben Zeiri of Sanhaga, far 
from obeying the commands of King Gehwar, presumed 
to deny his right to the throne. Pursuing the instructions 
of his uncle, even Habus Ben Mascan, who had left him m 
his place when he had departed for Ahnagreb in the year 
420, the governor of Granada sought to enter into alliances 
with those of Malaga and Carmona, in concert with wdiom 
he proposed to act offensively and defensively alike against 
Seville and Cordova. 

All the southern part of Spain, with the islands of Ivica, 
Majorca, and Minorca, were in the power of the Alameries, 
who had held the government of those districts from the 
time of the Hagib Alnianzor Muhamad Beu Abi Amer, and 
of his sons Abdelmelic and Abderabman. During the 
whole of the civil wars these Alameries had ever remained 
true to the family of the Omeyas : and when Hayran 
Alameri w^as conquered by the King of Cordova, Ben 
Hamud, who deprived him of his life and state together, a 
kinsman of Hayran, even Zohair Alameri, who was then 
Wall of Denia, taking advantage of the civil war, and with 
the aid of other Alameri generals, had made himself master 
of Medina Almeria by force of arms. 

Now the city w'as at that time held by the Cadi Mn- 
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liamad Ben Alcaseni Zubeidi of Cairwan, who had obtaiiied 
the gov’ernment by favour of the Wali of Seville, IVLuhainad 
Ben Ismail Aben Abed, whom he had esseiiiially served, 
and whose views he had forvt arded otroctiially at the time 
when Alcasom Ben Hamud was called King of Cordova. 
But the Cadi Muhamad Zubeidi, who was a bravo and 
prudent man, was deprived of life at the sanguinary asssault 
and storm by which Zohair the Alatnen made his way into 
Almeria, when Muhamad Ben Aloasim died lighting iu 
defence of the city. 

The govei'nmcnt of Benia was then given hy Zohair the 
Alameri to Aly Ben Mugihaid, who had received the 
City of Castillon as an iiiheritanco from his father, ]\lu- 
gihaid Ben Abdallah ]\[ugihaid, called Abu Gaix, w'ho was 
lord of tho islands of Majorca, andiu his own states called 
himself Ameer. He had a daughter married to IVLiihamad 
Ben Ismail Ben Abed, Cadi and subsequently King of 
Seville. 

Ou the islands, Ahmed Ben Eaxie Abu Alabas hold rulo. 
He came of the Beni Zobeid of Murcia, w^as a just man, of 
great learning, was highly esteemed by all the Alanienes, 
and the islands remained peaceably under bis command 
until the day of his death. That event took place in the 
year 440. 

The land of Tadmir was subjected in like manner with 
Almeria to the obedience of Zohair El Alameri, and was 
governed by the noble Xeque Abu Beear Ahmed Ben Ishac 
Ben Zuaid Ben Tahir, of the tribe of Alcaysi, one of tbo 
most illustrious Cabilas in Africa. He ruled the land as 
Alcadem or Prefect, was a just and moderate man, who 
desired no other title than that of Mudlehim or the Eecon- 
ciler ; and his iceal, with the fidelity which be displayed in 
the service .of the Alamerios when so many were unfaithful 
to the most sacred obligations, was a beautiful and admirable 
thing. He was rich and beneficent, which enabled him to 
do much for the advantage of the State ; and the land of 
Murcia blessed the government of their excellent Xeque. 
To crown his happiness, Abu Beear possessed a son called 
Abderahman, who, while still in his youth, was the careful 
imitator of his father’s many virtues. 

Valencia, and all her dependencies, which was a large 
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trac't of the best land in Spain, was unrior tlie obeilioneo of 
AhdeliHie Abul ILasan Boii Abderahmiin Bon Abi Amor, 
■\Vali (if A-aleueia, who, for hia i»reat pow'or and tlio Ingli 
nobihty of liis state, was enlilltnl AmetT and Alnumxor, 
being the grandson of the great Uagib, 3Iuhamad Almanzor 
l^en Abdallah Abi Ainer. lie was ji man of sneh ivtined 
policy tluit he eonlrivetl to gain the hearts of all the Alauieri 
generals, more particularly that of Zoluiir: he was indeed 
regarded ns their chief by all thi^ followers of his father’s 
lionse, and ho nltnnately inherited all their possscssions, 
Abilelazie liad been Wali and Lord of Valencia from the 
year 412. The cities of arbiter and Xatiba were governed 
for him by Lobun and Mubane, botli Alaniori generals ; and 
these being w’oll united wnth those before mentioned, tliey 
all hold tirmly together, but weregreatly disatfected towards 
the party of Cordova and its now King, Ben Muliamad 
Gehwar. 

In Saragossa, the Ameer and absolute master w^as Al- 
moudar Ben Hud, sou ot Yahye Ben Hiiscin, of the Ategi- 
bics and Giuzamies, illustrious tribes of Arabia. He had 
made himself Lord of Saragossa, and of almost all Eastern 
Spain, at the beginning of the civil w^ar, m consequence of 
a treaty into which he had entered wuth Hairan the 
Alaineri. He w’aa also Wall of the frontier, where his 
extraoulinary valour and prowxss had justly obtained for 
him the illustrious title of Almanzor. Hia conduct had 
secured him the eutiro confidence of the Kings of Cordova, 
while his liberality and tho prudence of his rule had 
assured him of the affection of hi^j people. On the election 
of Q-ehwar, Almondar Ben Hud Abeu Tahye Ben Husein 
replied promptly to tlie letters sent him by the king, ex- 
pressing his good Avishes, but ho added no word respecting 
obedience or acknowledgment, and spoke only, of defending 
his frontiers. 

In Huesca and its territory the Wali Man Ben Ategibi 
governed without restraint. He had married Borixa, a 
daughter of the Hagib Abderahnian, son of the renowned 
Almanzor Muhamad Ben Ain Amor: at a word, ail parts 
of the East and South of Spain wore in the powder of 
the AJamories and Algibics, families united by alliances, 
marriii ‘,ea, or other connections, which served to form a 
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powerful bond between those chiefs or kin^s of districts, 
who, thus strengthened by the force with which they held 
together, were far from desiring to pay obedience to tho 
new king of Cordova. 

Tn Lusitania and the Algarve* of Spain, the “Beni Alaftas 
had possessed great power, even from the time when Ab- 
dallah Een Muslamah Alagibi Abon Alaftas of IMokinus 
had succeeded to the Persian Sabur; which last had been 
chamberlain to King Alhakem, and in the time of llixem 
the Second had been appointed Wali of Alyarac. It was 
by the Persian general, even Sahur, that tho young Ab- 
dallah Muhamad Ben Alaftas had been conducted to tlio 
frontier; nay, bo greatly did Sabur esteem his judgment, 
that he concluded no important matter without first con- 
sulting him, and was entirely guided by his will, bestowing 
on him many favours, and conferring important characters 
on his favourite, the government of Merida among others. 
When Sabur died, which he did in tho time of tlic civil wars, 
Abdallah Ben Muslamah, who had in some sort become 
the Wali of that Amelia or district, succeeded the Persian 
in his command, and then declared himself absolute master 
of the State of Algarve. ^ He even entitled himself Almauzor, 
and was so vain of his lordship, that, feeling perfectly 
assured of its posscssiou, he treated the letters which King 
G-ehwar had written to him, demanding his obedience, 
with contempt. Nay, Abdallah then declared his son 
Muhamad, a youth of much promise, to be his future 
successor. 

This self-elected monaiwh held his court in Badajos ; the 
Alegibies of Tortosa and Huesca were of his kindred, as 
were also the Ahen Hndes of Saragossa ; and for this cause 
Abdallah Ben Muslamah Aben Alaftas was one of the mast 
powerful rulers in Spain. 

In Toledo, the Hagib Ismail Ben Dylnun, who called 
himself Nasroldaula Almudafar, had obtained possession of 
the city, as well as the mastery of the surrounding Comarcas: 
he was an illustrious general of great valour, but a man 
of a proud and ambitious character, aspiring to the 
sovereignty of all Spain, and pretending that for hia high 
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nobility, and t}\e long Bncoessioii of hia forefathers, all of 
whom luul hi‘Ul tlio most important governmeuta of the 
country, ho ought himailf to take precodenco of all other 
sovereigua, the Ameers of Cordova and of Seville not 
excepted. 

Wlien Gchwar, therefore, had despatched to the llagib 
Ismail Ben Bylnun the letters which demanded his 
homngo and obedience, Ismail had replied with con- 
temptuous haughtiness, telling the king that he must 
content himself with commanding in that inconsiderable 
corner which he pretended to hold in Cordova ; he added, 
moreover, that Gehwar need not expect to retain even so 
much longer than the weak citizens of the place should be 
content to permit his doing so ; but that as for him, Ismail, 
he acknowledged neither in Spain nor beyond it any other 
sovereign than the Ruler in BLeaven.* 

With this powx'rful prince was cmxnected the lord of Azahila 
and of Sautamaria do A ben Razin, who was called lluceil 
Ben Ohalf Ben Mib Ben Raciu, and had inherited the 
domains of Sahila in the territory of Cordova, with those of 
Sautamaria in the east, wdiich was called, by way of distinc- 
tion, Sautamaria do Aben Razm de Aben Aslai. His family 
had been masters of those cities since the year 401, the first 
lord of the same being the llagib Iz El Daula Abu Mu- 
hamad lluceil Ben Raciu. 

Ismail Ben Dyluun was furthermoro protected by Al- 
mondar Ben Yahye, and encouraged by the favour of those 
poiverful rulers, whose states bordered on his own, he did 
not fear to treat the letters of Gthwar Ben Muhamad Ben 
Gchwar with the contempt we have described ; nay, even 
the menaces of the latter served no other purpose than that 
of awakening discord and causing the commencement of a 
new civil w^ar. 

The cities of Huelba, Libia, and Gezira Saltis, were in the 
power of the Tahyes Tahsebia, wdio had been Walies of 
Libia from the time when their father Ahmed had made 

* ‘‘ThisTsmail Ben Bylnun,” remarks M. do Maries, “bore the 
name of Almamoun among others, and it la under that name that he 
is fn^quently mentioned m the Spanish chronicles. The French writers 
call him AJineuon.” 
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himself master of the district, which he had done in ihe 
year 410. Of this family, one called Ayoiib had AVali 
and Alcalde of Cordova ni the time of the llnf|[ib IMuliamad 
Almanzor; and the whole house had ever innintaiuod its 
fidelity to the kings of Cordova, doing their be.st, more- 
over, to promote peace and concord among tlio kings of 
Andalusia. 

Santamaria di Algarve, which is the port of Oksouoba 
on the Western Ocean, w^as in the power of the Vizier 
Ahmed Ben Said Aba Giafiar, who had been Alehatib or 
secretary to Suleiman Almostam Billah, King of Spain. 
The Vizier Ahmed held the government on the behalf and 
as the inherited right of his son iii-law Said Ben ILaroun 
Abu 0 Lilian of Menda, w^ho subseLiueutly succeeded to his 
iulicritanee. 

Meanwhile, the lord of Seville, Mlihamnd Ben Ismail 
Ahen Abed, pressed each day more closely on Carmona and 
its Wali Muhamad Ben Abdallah Albarceii: he held the 
city^ closely besieged, and reduced it at length to such 
straits, that Muhamad Ben Abdallah, seeing himself com- 
pelled to surrender by the total failure of provisions, 
determined to save himself from falling into the hands of 
his enemy, and fled wnth a few of his followers at the very 
moment when Carmona was in the act of giving itself up to 
the troops of Seville, lie then retired to Ecija, which was 
still his own ; but not considering himself secure even there, 
he soon afterwards departed to implore the aid of Edris, 
King of Malaga. Muhamad also despatched his son on a 
similar errand to the lord* of SSaiihaga, who was master of 
Elvira and Granada, entreating help and favour from him 
likewise, when that generous ruler came to his aid in person 
with a select body of cavalry. King Edns of Malaga like- 
wise sent his Vizier Aben Bokina to the succour of Mu- 
hamad with an army of considerable strength, both princes* 
fearing much evil to themselves from the ambitious designs 
of Ahen Abed, lord of Seville. 

But Aben Abed was, meanwhile, no inactive observer of 
the preparations thus making against him : he sent his son 
Ismail with a carefully- chosen body of troops to the en- 
counter of those marching against him in aid of the lord of 
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CarniOTVA ; aiul lainail having iiiefc llioso auxiliari<*H huhjTO 
tiu‘y had united their ibrces, deleated both with great g<a)d 
fortune. 

W'hen Ahtui Abed reemved intelligenee <d' hia sou’h 
vietory, he sent him another company of Ids most valiant 
cavaliers, to the end that these, unit lug with the troops of 
Jamail, might enable him to pursue the lonl of Zanlmga and 
the (ieiieral Aben Hokimi; thus eoulinumg his successful 
operjitions ugaimst those leaders. 

llie poo[)le of jMuluumid Ben Tsinail Alien Ahed jiro- 
coeded OIL their mission with so mueh celerity, that they 
quickly outmarched the lord of Zanlmga, w hen he, fearing 
to be overiiow^ered by superior numbers, and dreading also 
the advautugo which his enemies tvould derive from having 
obtained the first success, sent in all haste to the geuei*al of 
Malaga, A ben Bokina, wdio was but at the distance of an 
bourns march, exhorting him to advance tvithont fail to his 
aid, declaring that ho would 'maintain the battle until his 
arrival, and affirming that if joined by his force ho should 
infallibly secure the predominance. 

The troops of Zanhaga and those of Seville encountered 
each otlier accordingly with much valour, but w'beii the 
latter thought only of * falling on the banners of Zanhaga, 
they found themselves unexpectedly assailed by the forces 
of Abeii Bokina, and they, who had believed themselves 
already conquerors, surprised by the advent of those new 
enemies, 'w^ere seized with a panic, and turning rein, they 
fled the field of battle in great disorder. 

The allied forces then made a ^rrible carnage in their 
flying ranks 5 and in that retreat Tsmail, the son of Mu- 
hamacl Abcn Abed, lord of Seville, died fighting as a good 
warrior should do. Those of Malaga then cut off his' head, 
which they sent to the King Edris, who was at that time 
lying grievously sick in the mountains of Tebaater, but who 
nevertheless rejoiced greatly in the success tlius accorded to 
his arms. 

The news of the misfortune he had sustained in the 
death of his son and the loss of his troops caused infinite 
sorrow to tho lord of Seville ; he feared lest G-ehwar of 
Cordova, taking advantage of that defeat, might turn the 
occasion to his injury, and that aU those acting against him 
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then working together, they might succeed in oiTecting his 
ruin. To attract the populace, therefore, and give a pretext 
less odious than the mere gratification of Ins own ainbitioii 
to the wars and pretensions with which lie was afilictmg the 
country, Muhamad Ben Ismail Ah on Abed invented the 
following fiction : — 

He pretended to have discovered and set forth among the 
people that King Hixein Ben Alhakom El Muyad Billah, 
of whom nothing had been known for a long time pre- 
viously, had just made his appearance in Calatrava, and 
affirmed that this unhappy prince had come to him, im- 
ploring his assistance ; wherefore he declared that the lawful 
sovereign of them all was now availing himself of his arms 
for the purpose of reinstating himself on the throne of 
Spain. TJie crafty Muhamad Ben Ismail added that ho was 
then entertaining King Hixem as Ins guest in his Alcazar, 
and, resolving to serve him as his natural lord, had promised 1 
to restore him to his kingdom, Jle wrote numerous letters 
containing this false relation to the Xeques and Groveniors 
of the provinces, and to the Walies of all the most impor- 
tant cities, whether- in Spain or Africa: nor were there 
wanting some few who were sufficiently credulous to give 
Iheir belief to that fable; these accordingly assured him of 
their obedience, and declared themselves in his favour; na 3 r, 
in some parts the Chotba was made for the King Hixein 
Ben Alhakem, and Muhamad caused money which bore the 
name and impress of that sovereign to be coined in the 
mints of Seville. 

It is true that the more intelligent and thoughtful of tlie 
Walies despised this invention of Muhamad Ben Ismail’s, 
and paid no regard to the babblings which he had excited 
among the people ; yet the delusion was maintained during 
some years, until the moon of Muharram, in the year 427, 
that is to say ; and it contributed not a little to the re- 
establishment of Muhamad Ben Ismail’s affairs, and pro- 
moted the success of his projects, while it acted as an 
impediment to those efforts for the maintenance of peace 
and concord which King G-ehwar did not cease to make. 
Nay, it would appear to be a fatality attached to human 
affairs, that Fortune seems ever ready to abandon the man 
of upright iutentions, while she follows the triumphal car 
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of the bold and ambitious evil-doer. Those times were in 
truth the enemies of virtue and justice : the Walies of all 
Spain, possessed by a spirit of inordinate covetousness, or 
by a vain ambition for sovereignty, thought of no other 
interest than those personal to themselves, and despising all 
consideration of the common welfare, they paid no regard 
to the remonstrances and admonitions of their weU-inten- 
tioned sovereign, the just and beneficent Gehwar. 


CHAP. II.— Civil wars amono the moslemah. 

The army of the allied princes of Malaga, Granada, and 
Carmona, 'was now encamped at Alcala, in the territory of 
Seville, and Muhamad Ben Abdallah the Barzeli had re- 
gained once more his city of Carmona, whence he sallied 
forth with his people to ravage the neighbouring Comarcas : 
his people laid waste the lands around Seville ; nay, these 
powerful tribes extended their incursions even to the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of the city itself, and burning and 
destroying as they went, did not pause until they had 
entered Atrayana. 

Muhamad Ben Ismail, the lord of Seville, was meanwhile 
busily gathermg the remnants of his host, and by the 
energy of his character, the extent of his riches, and the 
renown for valour which was justly due to the general of 
his cavalry, Ayouh Ben Amer Ben Yahye Yahsehi of Libia, 
he succeeded m assembling a coitsiderable force Ayouh 
Ben Amer Yahsehi defeated the allies in many skirmishes 
of more or less importance, and eventually drove them 
beyond the borders of Seville. Malcontent with these 
reverses, the allied princes then began to accuse each other 
of the misfortunes they were sustaining, and finally dissolving 
their union, each man returned to his home. 

Now the General Ayoub Ben Amer Yahsebi having 
rendered this important service to Muhamad Ahen Ismail 
of Seville, believed that he had thereby secured to himself 
tlie posse'^sion of Iluelba aud Gezira Saliis, which he held 
for that ruler, but which he desired to obtain in absolute 
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sovereignty, and meant to govern independently, in despite 
of MuKamad Ben Ismail, as did hislirother Ahmed Yahscbi 
in Libia, where he ruled as absolute master, notwithstand- 
ing all the opposition made thereto by Aben ALiftaa of 
Badajoz on the one side, and by Muhamad Aben Abed of 
Seville on the other, both of whom had secretly resolved to 
render themselves lords of thosfe states. 

At this time the King of Malaga, even Bdris, who had 
, been long sick, departed to the mercy of Allah, when his 
G-eneral Aben Bokina did all that in liim lay to secure the 
throne for Tahye Ben Edris, known as El Hayan: the 
Xeques and principal nobles of the city and its Comarcas 
also concurred m that desire ; and the oath of allegiance 
being proffered to Prince Yahye, he was proclaimed amidst 
the acclamations of all. But when the news of the death 
of Edris Ben Aly reached Cebta, the Sclavonian Yizier 
Kaja, who governed there, deputed another Sclavonian 
general, in whom he confided, to act in his place, and cross- 
ing the Strait, he passed over to Malaga with Haeen Ben 
Yahye Ben Aly, whom he proposed to crown king of that 
city. It will he remembered that the Sclavonian general 
had been the guardian from his childhood of that prince, 
and he retained so complete an empire over him, that he was 
thus assured of holding both the African and Spanish 
Sovereignties in his own hands. 

When Aben Bokina was informed of their debarkation on 
the shores of Spain, he went forth from the city to meet 
them with a select force of his bravest cavaliers ■ the Scla- 
voman G-eneral Kaja and the Prince Hacen Ben Yahye 
were then compelled to retire to the Alcazaba, within which 
they were admitted by means of the intelligence which 
they had maintained with the Alcaide of the place. There 
Aben Bokina instantly besieged them with much vigour 
and a restless activity of assault ; hut the people of Prince 
Hacen were also full of resolution ; they defended themselves 
with infinite steadiness and bravery ; their sallies and the 
assaults which they delivered in their turn causing very 
heavy losses to the besiegers. 

But the siege continuing with varying success on both 
sides, the provisions of the besieged began to fail, when the 
Sclavonian Naja proposed a compromise, which was accepted, 
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and consisted in tlie following conditions : — Prince Hacen 
Ben Yahye was to return in safety to his government in 
Oebta and Tangier, while Yahye Ben Edris was to be left 
in the peaceable enjoyment of Malaga, but with the con- 
dition that he should accept a rich and eminent merchant, 
called Axetayfa or Xetayfa, for his Vizier, that person 
being a man in whom Naja placed much confidence. Thus 
the Sclavonian and his followers came forth in safety from 
that siege in which they had endured many privations and 
could entertain no hope of succours. All the conditions 
being arranged, Naja then returned with Hacen Ben Yahye 
to their governments of Cebta and Tangier. 

Now Hacen Ben Yahye Ben Aly had married a cousin 
of his own, called Asafia ; she was the daughter of his 
uncle Edris, the brother of Aly, and from consideration for 
her, Prince Hacen had refrained from ezalting himself to ' 
the independent sovereignty of Cebta, as he might have 
done. But two years after the events above related, the 
Sclavonian Naja assassinated Prince Hacen his master; not 
moved by love to the beautiful Asafia, as some writers 
ajfirm, but incited, as is maintained with more probability 
by others, by his desire for the unrestricted possession of 
the government, on which he at once entered as absolute 
master. When the intelligence that Hacen had been thus 
murdered reached Malaga, the King Yahye Ben Edris for- 
warded messages to all his kindred abjuring them to unite 
with him for the punishment of that crime. Nor did the 
assassin Naja remain inactive; gathering whatever forces 
he could muster, he passed over injo Anddusia, in the hope 
of finding means for sowing discord among those who should 
assemble against him, and thus neutralizing their alliance. 
It is afiSrmed, that before liis departure from Cebta he put 
to death an infant son whom his master Prince JIacen had 
left behind ; but others declare that the child died of sick- 
ness. God alono knows the truth. 

As Wali over Cebta and Tangier the traitor Naja left 
Meruhad Bihi Ben Aleslabi ,* and as the Sclavonian had long 
and maturely meditated the wicked enterprise on which he 
was bound, he bestowed double pay on the great body of 
cavalry which he had raised for the purpose, and now took 

yOL. 11. , ii 
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With him, hoping thereby to secure the fidelity of those 
troops with the concurrence of their officers m his ambitious 
designs. 

Having passed the Strait with a powerful fileet, he at once 
succeeded in obtaining possession of the two fortresses of 
Malaga, with its Alcazar, which he entered by surprise, and 
with the aid of the intelligence which he had found means 
to establish and maintain with the Vizier Xetayfa. The 
Scla\ oniau general then shut up King Edris as a prisoner 
in his own chamber, thinking of nothing less than assassi- 
nating him as he had done Prince Hacen, and thus render- 
ing himself master of all the territories held by the allied 
Alliacenes in Spain, as he had obtained those they owned 
in Africa. The merchant Xetayfa, with his riches and 
authority, gave Xajja most valuable aid in these his inten- 
tions, supplying his people with abundance of provisions 
and enabling him to continue the double pay ho had ofibred 
not only to the people of Barbary who ]iad accompanied him, 
but also to such other vagabonds and broken men as now 
came flocking to join his force. 

The news of these violent proceedings did not fail to 
reach Algezira, when Muhamad Ben Alcasem at once 
assembled his troops for the rescue of his kinsman Edris, 
and to proceed against the traitorous SclavonianNaja. The 
latter then set forth a rumour to the effect that Muhamad 
was coming, not for the deliverance of Edris, but to make 
himself master of the city ; and sallying forth with his 
people, he prepared to give battle to the advancing troops. 
He had not gone far, when certain Xeques who were in his 
company, but were in secret disaffected to his interests and 
did not serve him in good faith, but were in fact desirous of 
his ruin, advised him to return to the city and there await 
the arrival, of his enemies, whom he might then easily over- 
come, or, failing this, might send to Cebta and Tangier for 
an increase of force ; while if he then risked a battle, he 
must throw all on the chances of the result. To this Xaja 
replied that he would return as they advised, but with a 
few of his followers only, and for the arrangement of an 
affair which was of the highest importance, leaving the 
greater part of his force to encounter the enemy, or at least 
to keep him in check. 
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But the true purpose of that liilse traitor was to take tlie 
life of Edris and of all such aa he bolioved likely to remain 
faithful to their king, and with this intention he was in laet 
hurrying to return to IMalaga, wlien lie was himself en- 
countered on the way by certain of the Andalusian Xeques 
and some generals of Edris, who had not deserted their lord 
in heart, although they had left tho city with the host of 
Naja. These men follow^ed close on the traces of tho in- 
tended murderer, until they had come to a hollow w\ay 
better known to the Xeques of Malaga than to the African 
stranger, and which tlio former had reached by a shorter 
road than that pursued by the latter ; then taking advan- 
tage of the difficulties presented by the pass, they sur- 
rounded the small body in attendance on the traitor Xaja, 
when they cut the Selavonian, "with ten of his cavaliers, to 
pieces. That done, two of their number rode hastily to 
Malaga, when they entered the city, crying, ‘‘Albricias, 
Albricias Victory, victory! They thus aroused the 
people, who took their King Tahye Ben Edris from his 

E rison, and bringing him forth to the streets, proclaimed 
im anew amidst universal rejoicings. 

The treacherous Xotayfa was hewm to morsels by the 
knives of the enraged multitude , nay, all his kindred and 
partizans wmro in danger of the same fate, hut King Yahye 
Ben Edris succeeded in pacifying the people and avoiding 
that elFusioii of blood, while at the same time he saved the 
lives of all tho other ticlavonians then in Malaga, and who 
were equally threatened by tho populace. 

Made acquainted with the Jeatl^of their leader Xaja, the 
host of that Selavonian general hastened to disperse; — 
many passed over into Africa, and escaped ; others attached 
themselves to the service of Muhamad Ben Alcasim of 
Algezira, offering to become his vassals, and fight against 
whomever lie might assail ; wherefore Muhamad Ben 
Alcasim himself receiving intelligence of all that had 
occurred from his kinsman Tahye Ben Edris, recalled the 

* “ Albricias, Albnciaa I” Theso words imply Eeward mo, for I 
bring good nows 1” Tli<'y aro nearly equivalent to tke olJ rremti 
** Largesse,” and are still used in Spum-'^but now jestingly) —by such 
as bring pleasant intoUigonce.— 
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troops lie liad sent to aid tlie latter named prince, and re- 
mained quietly in Algezira. 

These events destroyed all those hopes of peace and unity 
which had been conceived by King Gehwar of Cordova, 
who, to his great sorrow, beheld the ■flames of discord and 
civil war extending themselves more and more -widely in 
every direction. The paternal kindness of his counsels* and 
admonitions to those contentious spirits thus dcKstroying 
the peace of the realm was of no avail, and neither his 
gentle persuasions nor the excellence of his reasons pro- 
duced the effect that should have resulted from them ; the 
ambition of some among the Amirs, and the covetousness 
of others, with the eager thirst for rule and gain of the 
Walies and Alcaides, rendered all insensible to tho voice of 
justice — none regarded the common welfare, absorbed as 
they were in short-sighted considerations of what they 
believed to be their personal interest. Where violence 
could find no place, there they prevailed by means of a pre- 
tended liberality, attracting the people, more especially 
those of the lowest classes, by tho promise of pretended 
advantage, and gaining over others by various subterfuges 
such as each man thought suited to those with "whom he 
treated. 

Thus was Spain divided and oppressed by as many kings 
as there were provinces ; and with the clamour of their 
arms, tho cries of their pariizans, and the tumults of their 
discord, these leaders prevented the voice of the just 
and beneficent King of Cordova from being heard in the 
land. • 

Becoming convinced, therefore, that his mild persuasions 
w'ere unavailing, Gohwar attempted to subdue his nearest 
and most troublesome neighbours by force of arms He 
first sent* his general with a select body of cavalry to 
occupy the Oomarcas of Azahila, which were held as hia 
own domains by Huzam Daula Ben Huzeil Ahen Bazin, 
lord of another territory in Santamaria of the east, which 
received the name of Santamaria de Ahen Bazin. When 
the troops of Cordova had taken possession of some of his 
strong places, Husam Daula entreated the aid of his neigh- 
bour, Ismail Ben Dylnoun, lord of Toledo, who instantly 
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took the defence and protection of Ilusain Dank Ben 
Huzeil Abu JMubamad, known also as Aben Aslay, into his 
own charge. 

Assembling an immense host accordingly, he sent that 
force against the troops of Cordova, whom they quickly 
drove from the fortresses, and reoccupied every place 
belonging to the lord of Azahila. This they did with the 
greater facility because Husam Daula was much beloved by 
his people, whose hearts he had won by his alfability and 
kindly treatment of them, insomuch that all raised their 
voices against the people of Cordova on that occasion. 

About this time, Almondar Ben Yahye Ben llud, King 
of Saragossa, one of the four principal Ameers then aspiring 
to the sovereignty of Spain, had repaired to Granada for 
the purpose of concerting an alliance with Habuz Ben 
Maksun, lord of that city and of Elvira, as well as of Jaen. 
Here Almondar remained some short time to awaii the 
assemblage of troops which were to be led forth in his 
favour by his kinsman Abdallah Ben AJhakem ; but certain 
well-founded suspicions which that general conceived of his 
purpose, caused Abdallah himself to assassinate his relation, 
the King of Saragossa, — an event which took place on 
the 10th day of the moon of Dylhagia, in the year 430. 

The news of that death was presently taken to Saragossa, 
and on the same day the son of Almondar, Zuleiman Ben 
Admoiidar Ben Hud, lord of Lerida, was proclaimed king 
in the city of Saragossa and in its Comarcas. Zuleiman 
Ben Almondar was an excellent prince, justly meriting 
eternal fame for the splendour of his pro'wess : he was 
called Abu Ayoub Ben Muhamad Almondar and Almostain 
Billah, and began Ins reign in that part of eastern Spain 
during the moon of Muharram, which was the first of the 
year of the Hegira 431. 

Abu Ayoub Zuleiman Ben Almondar Bon Mobainad Ben 
Hud, called Almostain Billah, w’as Sahib or lord of Lerida, 
as hath been said, and to that territory he united the 
domains of Zarcusta* and its Comarcas after the death of 
bis father, Almondar Ben Yahye Ategibi, whose head had 
been cut off in his palace, as hath been related above, by his 
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cousin Abdallali Ben Alhakem, in tlio moon of Dylha^ria of 
the year 430, wKeii Abcn Hud was proclainiod. But at a 
later period the people of Zarcusta, wlueli is Sarac^ossa. rose 
up against him, when he took refuge in Kot-jVlyud, an 
inaccessible castle, to which he had removed Ins treasures. 
The despoiled Alcazar*^ of Zarcusta was thus left desolate 
during two years, seeing that Aben Hud had carried olf 
even to the marble incrustations wliicli had decorated the 
walls ; nay, the whole edifice would have lieen ruined, had 
not the rapid succession of Zuloiman Ben Hud, which took 
place in Muharram of the next year, interposed to prevent 
that niiafortnne.t 

Now about this time, Muhamad Bon Yahye, Wali of 
Hiiesca, repaired to Valencia, where ho w^as received with 
much distinction by Ahdolaziz Ahul Hasan Ben Ahi Amor, 
who was lord of that city and its territory ; nay, Abdelaziz 
gave two daughters of his own m marriage to two of tho 
sons of the Wali of Huescai, one of wdiom was called Abui- 
huas Man, the other Samida Ahu Otba, The festivities 
and rejoicings for these marriages being concluded, the 
Wall Muhamad Abeu Yahyo departed for tho east ; but he 
had not long embarked, before there came intelligence of 
his death, he having been drowned m the sea. 

About the same period it was that the Sclavonian Zohair 
Alameri, lord of Alineria and of a largo district in tho south 
of Wpain, fell sick unto death, and of that malady he did in 
fact expire in the year 43:J. Now Zohair had declared the 
lord of Valencia, even Abdelaziz Abul Hasan, who was 
called Almanzor, the suej^essor to all his land and lordships, 
and that prince appointed his son-in-law, Man Abulhnas, to 
be his Prefect and Naib in Almeria, where he governed the 
state with much prudence ; being greatly beloved by his 

S eople : Abulhnas Maur soon established himself iu an in- 
ependent sovereignty, which he held during his whole life- 

* Alcazar — the royal palace. 

t In tins passage we liave an instance of the change of orthography 
in names whioh occasionally results from the various MSS. of Arabian 
writers used by our author m the course of his work the number of the 
authorities consulted has also led him once or twice into the repetition 
, of an event previously related, an inadvertence of which tho reader will 
perceive an instance in line eleven of the page before \i^.—2Vans. 
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time, ruling his domains with iufiiiito A\isdom and with 
much eonsicleration for all parties. 

The lord of Seville, meanwhile, perceiving that his 
enemies had dissolved their alliaueo against him, no longer 
cared to avail himself of the false relation which he had 
invented as respected the pretended discovery of King 
llixem the Second , but still iletermming to profit by his 
fable, he now published an intimation to the ehbet that the 
king had died, but liad left eei'taui letters, A\hich he pro- 
duced, wherein he, Muhamad Aben Ismail, was liimself 
declared the successor of that sovereign, and the avenger of 
his Avrongs. 

These inventions availed but little with the groat and 
powerful, who gave them no credence; but among the 
people they were not without their effect, and secured 
Muhamad Ben Ismail Ahen Abed much importance among 
the Alameries, with whom even the traditions and shadows 
of that power and authority so long held by the Omeyas 
Avere still sacred and beloved : thus almost all tlio people 
dwelling m the southern parts of ISpaia declared themselves 
the partizans of Aben Abed, lord of Seville, Avith whom 
they maintained intelligence, either secret or avowed. 

In the year 432 there was horn to Aben Abed a grandson 
who was the offspring of his son the Prince Muhamad and 
the Princess of Deuia, the daughter of the Ameer Mu- 
gialud Abul Gaix, lord of Ma.]orca and Denia. This birth 
was observed by the astrologers acting under the orders of 
the infant’s grandfather, and they reported that the 
planetary positions auhounced much greatness and pros^ 
penty ; but that, tow^ards the efld of his days, the full 
moon of that iiewiy-born child’s fortune would not only 
decrease, but must suffer a notable eclipse. 

A year after the birth of his grandson, the King IMuhamad 
Ben Ismail Aben Abed Avas about to set forth* against his 
enemies with a large body of cavalry, w'hen the all-powerful 
liatid of Allali impeded his steps by means of a great sick- 
ness, from the seventy of which lie died during the last 
night of the moon of Giumada Priinera, in the year 433,* 
A\^en he was transported from the Alcazars of Seville to 
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those of Paradise.** The death of this Ameer was deeply 
deplored in all his territories, seeing that he was endowed 
with many qualities which are excellent in kings. His son 
Muhamad Ahen Abed, who was called Almoateded, was 
proclaimed on the second day of Giumada Postrera. 

This prince was of singularly beautiful person, but w'‘as 
the slave of his passions, and as cruel as he was voluptuous ; 
even in the time of his father he maintained a precious 
harem of seventy slaves, exquisite in beauty, selected from 
different countries, and obtained at immeiiso cost : these 
were supported with extraordinary profusion and prodi- 
gality. Aben Hayan relates that Muhamad Bon Muhamad 
Aben Ismail Aben Abed no sooner saw himself exalted to 
be absolute king, than he extended his harem to the number 
of eight hundred damsels, all entertained for his own delight. 
Tet he doated on the daughter of Mugehaid Alameri with 
a never-failing love. Her father was the lord of Casiillon, 
and she was sister to Aly Ben Mugihaid, Princo of Benia, 
the prudent Muhamad Ben Ismail having sought that 
alliance for his son, in the hope of assuring to him tho de- 
votion of the Alameries, which he did in part much increase 
by his connection with the Princess of Benia. 

Muhamad Ben Muhamad Ben Ismail, called Almoateded, 
wrote elegant verses, which were gathered into a collection 
by the son of his brother Ismail, which last named prince 
died in battle, as before related. He was somewhat tainted 
with impiety, or at the least had obtained the reputation 
of being hut slightly attached to his religion, and in all the 
five-and-twenty fortresses of his lordship, he caused hut one 
Aljama, with one sole Alminhar, to he erected ; hut, on the 
other hand, he gave command that a most beautiful palace 
of pleasure should he constructed in Eonda, and placed 
therein sucb a train of servants as sufficed to maintain it 
in perpetual 'readiness for his use. 

In the Alcazar of Seville this prince assembled, within a 
magnificent recess, a rich treasure of singular and beautifully 
decorated cups, garnished with gold and jacinth, emeralds 
and rubies j the bowls of these cups were made from the 

* Adel Halim affirms, on the contrary, that Muhamad Ben Ismail 
Aben Abed, whom he calls Oadi of Seville, died in the year of tho Hegiira 
4iBl. — Cotide* 
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skulls of aueli , threat personages, his enemies, as he had de- 
stroyed with his own hand and sword, or of such among the 
foes of their house as had been decapitated by his lather. 
In this strangely furnished cabinet w'as the skull of the 
Ameer Tahyo Ben Aly, wuth that of the Hagib Aben 
Hasoun, ani that of Aben Ohoug ; to say nothing of the 
many others which the cruelty of Muhamad Ben Muhamad 
Almoatahed was continually adding to the number. 

At the end of tho year 434 died the Wali of Santaniaria, 
of Oksonoba, in the Algarye: he was called Said Ben 
Haroun, and his office was inherited by his son, Muhamad 
Ben Said. 


CHAP. in. — Or THE DEATH Or OEKWAH, KING OF CORUOTA, AND 

STTooBaaioN or his son, muhamad ben gehwar, and or tub 

CONTINUANCE OF THE WAR BETWEEN THE MOBLBMAH CHIEFTAINS. 

Altuottoh the events of the contest into which the King of 
Cordova had entered with the Lord of Azahila, and his pro- 
tector, Ismail Bon Dylnoun, King of Toledo, w'ere not very 
prosperous, yet the people of Cordova made every possible 
effort in the service of their lord, offering themselves cheer- 
fully to the perils of that sanguinary and infelicitous war, 
in consideration of the benefits which they had enjoyed 
under his wise and beneficent government, and from a con- 
viction of the perfeeb justice of all lys intentions. They felt, 
moreover, that if by the hard necessities of warfare they 
were exposed to a needful and honourable danger on their 
frontiers, yet in their homes they now lived in the 
highest security and quietude, every man reposjng lu the 
midst of the most perfect abundance and good order when 
he had once returned from the field to the happiness of his 
abode, as if in times of absolute peace. They did not cease 
to bless the name of their excellent ruler therefore, calling 
him the father of his people and the defender of the state. 
At a word, he was beloved and respected by all ; hut when in 
the whole land there was no fear more pressing than the 
fear of his death, the event thus dreaded happened, and 
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he was recalled to the inercios of Allali. Some sav that 
Crehwar*s death took place in the nip^ht of Q-iuma,* tl\o Gth 
day of the moon JMuliarrani, others in the moon of Safer, in 
the year 

The funeral solemnities of King Gelnvar were act*oin- 
pamed by the tears of all who dwelt in Cordova, and even 
the damsels who had retired into solitude aecompaiued his 
bier with the precious drops of a sincere grief falling from 
their eyes. These moiiniful ceremonies concluded, the sou 
of their lamented sovereign, even lyiiiliamiid Ben Q eh war 
Abul Wahd, w’as proclaimed king by the still grieving 
people. He was a qmet and good man, tlie ortliy son of 
so good a father, but of infirm condition and very weak 
health He received the oath of obedioiico readily proflered 
by the Aljama and IMexuar of Cordova, and the sorrow felt 
f r the loss of his father W'as at length soinewdiat tempered 
by the hopes justly founded on the exceUencies of the son; 
but the times were grievously trying, and altogether adverse 
to the pacific virtues which shone so rosplondently in those 
good kings. 

No sooner had Muhamad Ben Gehwar mounted the throne 
than he proposed a truce to the King of Toledo and the 
Lord of Azahila ; not hoping for any very prosperous result 
from a struggle with enemies so potent: but as those rulers 
replied with a contemptuous haughtiness, the King of Cordova 
committed the continuation of the war to liis son Valid 
and to the General Hariz Ben Alhakem Ben Alcasha. 
The latter was then serving on the frontier near Calatrava, 
but he hastened to assemble his forces, and made numerous 
incursions on the dominions of his opponents, to whose land 
he carried the extremity of desolation 

In this year of 436, there died, in his city of Denia, 
the Ameer Mugiahid, Lord of Majorca, father-in-law of 
Muhamad Ben Muhamad Aben Abed', King of Seville. 

Zuleyraan Ben Aimondar Aben Hud, King of Zaragoza, 
was meanwhile engaged in a conflict with the Christians on 
the eastern frontier of Spam, and towards the country of 
Prance, ^ This warfare he maintained with infinite constancy, 
performing deeds of indescribable valour, and causing heavy 

* Or Juma, the Mahomedan Sabbath, answering to our Friday. 
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loss to the eiiomiea of the fiiith. Ho rocoveroil all tlie 
fortresses of Bardiinia, hut when most earnestly oeeunied by 
that sacred war, anti the exaltation of Islam, Zuleymau 
Ben Ainunular Abeer 11 ml was recalled to tbo mercies of 
Allah. Ho died crowned by numerous triumphs, t\ hen the 
Lord did without doubt ht'stow the duo recompense of his 
heroic deeds in those ineffable delights which arc reserved for 
the better life. He departed from this world in the year 
438, and bis son Ahmed Ahu Giaiar, called Aluuictadar, 
was proclaimed in his place: that prince was a zealous 
imitator of his father’s virtues, and Ins love for our holy 
religion kept him in continual wars, where he proved liiniaelf 
to he a bravo and very fortunate leader. 

The Jving Aben Abed of Seville, called Almoatalied, like- 
wise continued the war which his father Irid commenced 
against the Lord of Carmona, even Muhan a I Bl Barceli, 
and against the allies of Muliamad, oven the rulers of Malaga 
and 'Granada : frequent encounters took place between the 
troops of either side, each making incursions on the terri- 
tories of the other, and all causing much suffering to the 
people, whose crops they cut to pieces, whose flocks they 
drove away, and whose persons they earned into captivity. 
The injuries inflicted on the unfortunate inhabitants of the 
country were therefore constant, but in every other respect 
the fortunes of that war were infinitely various, and victory 
declared now for the one side and now for the other. 

In a different part of the land events were ot much the 
same character: the King of Toledo, perceiving that the 
Generals of Cordova made perpe^pal incursions on his ter- 
ritory, and caused grievous havoc to his subjects, resolved to 
make a powerful efert, and retaliate on the lands of Cordova 
by a fearful invasion ; he therefore wrote to his Alcaydes, to 
bis son-in-law, Abdelinelic Alniudafar, son of Abdelaziz, 
King of Valencia, and to the Wall of the latter, Abu Amer 
Bon Alfcrag, who was then holding the government of 
Conca, for the Lord of Valencia, all of whom he required to 
send him troops collected from the people of Xeiba, Alarcon, 
and Conca, to the end that he might make an effectual in- 
cursion on the territory of Cordova. He furthermore con- 
certed treaties with the Christians of Gallicia and Castille, 
to the intent that being thus the more completely disembar- 
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passed of other enemies, he might act with the greater oficct 
in the war on which he then proposed to enter. 

In reply to the letters thus sent, Ahdelaziz, King of 
Valencia, wrote to his son, advising him not to refuse the 
ass'stance demanded by the King of Toledo, and to all his 
Alcaydes he sent messages to the same effect, commanding 
them to assemble their forces, and go forth in the company 
of Abdelmelic. These alliances were formed in the year 
440, and with the powerful host thus obtained the King of 
Toledo made incursions on the territory of Cordova, defeat- 
ing Hariz Ben Alhakem, the general of king Muhamad, in 
numerous conflicts, and occupying many of the fortresses 
along the whole line of the frontier, while the valiant Hariz 
no longer dared to retaliate on the lands of Toledo, and 
could do nothing hotter than avoid a battle by whatever 
stratagem he could devise for that purpose. 

And now, as Muhamad Ben Grehwar, King of Cordova, 
saw clearly that he could not long resist the forces of so 
powerful an enemy, he also endeavoured to form alliances 
among his neighbours, by whose aid he might hope to 
restrain the boldness of Dylnoun, King of Toledo : he there- 
fore wrote to the King of Seville, Muhamad Jtben Abed 
Abu Amru, called also Almoatehed, entreating him to be 
his friend in that straight, and unite with him against the 
King of Toledo, since it was not the liberties of Cordova 
alone which were then placed in jeopardy, but those of every 
State in Andalucia To these letters and messages the King 
of Seville, even Abu Amru Muhamad Ahen Abed, replied, 
declaring that he desired nothing more earnestly than the 
friendship of the King of Cordova, whose son, Abdelmelic 
"Walid, well knew, as he added, how much he was beloved 
by the ruler of Seville. That crafty prince said furthermore 
that Muhamad Beu Gehwar might therefore count on his 
good-will, although he could do hut little to serve him at 
present, being himself so much embarrassed by the many 
enemies with whom he had to contend, and who kept him 
continually employed, but he concluded by the assurance 
that he would certainly send him some aid, although not to 
such effect as he could desire. 

At this reply the King of Cordova rejoiced greatly, and 
despatched letters to the Lord of Algarve, Ahen Alaftas, 
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requesting him also to bo his ally, and send him aid against his 
enemies. The generosity of Abeii Alaftas was made clearly 
manifest on that occasion, and he jiropost'd that a triple 
alliance should be formed beUveen the King of Cordova, 
Ikluhamad Aben Gehwar, on ihe one hand, and himself, 
united with Muhamad Aben Aben, called Almoatehed and 
Abu Amru, King of Seville, on the other, giiing full power 
to the ‘\"izier Ayoub Ben Ainer El Yahselii of Libia to con- 
firm all the conditions thereof in his name. 

The Viziers commissioned to that effect assembled in 
Seville accordingly, and ailer various discussions the treaty 
of alliance was concluded in the Moon of Kobio Primora, in 
the year 443, each power assuring the aid and reciprocal 
defence of his States to the other, against wdiomsoovor 
should attempt to oppress the liberties of the people of 
Andalucia, without prejudice to the particular interests of 
either government, and leaving untouched whatever claims 
might reciprocally arise between them, either at that time or 
on any future occasion. 

And now, as in this assembly the Xeques and principal 
rulers of tbe whole district had all concurred, the Lords of 
Libia, Huelba, Gezire-Saltis, for example, with Muhamad 
Len Said, Lord of Santamaria do Algarve and of Oksonoba, 
so did these all claim to be considered as forming a part of 
the confederation, and each demanded to be acknowledged 
as a sovereign power. The Vizier Ayoub Ben Amer El 
Tahsebi, who was of the illustrious family known by that ap- 
pellation, supported this pretension, but it was opposed by 
Abu Amru Muhamad Aben Abec^ King of Seville, who de- 
clared that those rulers were but captains or leaders who 
hold their governments from himself at a tenancy and per- 
sonal fief for their lives only ; that being, as they wore, his 
vassals, he would not consent to sec them stand forward in 
his presence as kings of provinces. He added that his 
father had granted those governments only for life, although 
after the death of Ahmed Tahsebi, in the year 433, he had 
been succeeded by Abdelaziz Tahsebi and his brothers, yet 
it was in the same quality alone ; wherefore he would not 
now admit them to bo considered as absolute masters of the 
States in question. And from that moment the Lord of 
Seville did m fact resolve to recover those portions of tei*- 
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ritory, and restore them, either by agreement or force of 
ariias, to his states 

Aben Alaftas, Lord of Algarve, remained but poorly 
satisfied with the conditions agreed on, nor was the King of 
Cordova much better pleased, seeing that everything was 
arranged to the advantage of Seville ; but the necessity which 
the last-named sovereign was then placed in of such assis- 
tance as his powerful neighbour alone could render, com- 
pelled him to conceal his dissatisfaction. The manner of 
Aben Abed had been meanw'hile exceedingly courteous 
towards the ambassadors of Badajoz, Algarve, and Cordova, 
nor was he less obliging to the Xeques who had joined the 
assembly, yet they all departed with a certain doubt as to 
the sincerity of his professions, and each feeling much better 
pleased with his liherahty than assured of his good faith. 

In the year 443 died Maun Alahuas, Lord of Almeria, 
who was succeeded in the command by bis son, Abu Yahye 
Muhamad Bon Maun, the father having caused him to 
receive the oath of allegiance as his successor before he had 
fully accomplished his eighteenth year. This youth was 
furthermore called Moez-JDaula j he had been treated as a 
sovereign from the moment that the oath of allegiance had 
been proffered to him, and in las proclamation he was 
entitled Almoatesim Billah and Aluatie Bifacllada, with 
other august appellations in the manner of the Caliphs of 
the Bast. 

The young monarch of Almeria was endow’cd with sin- 
gular beauty of person and an equal exaltation of mind : 
prudent, liberal, and virtuous, he gained the hearts both of 
rich and poor : his fine qualities attracted all the sages of the 
East of Africa, and of various countries in Europe, to his 
court, where he honoured and favoured them beyond what 
was then done by any other king of his time. He devoted 
one day in each week to the entertainment and conversation 
of the wise men who were his chosen companions, and gave 
the renowned poet Aba Abdallah Ben Alhedad apartments 
in his Alcazar, as he did also to Ben Ibada, to Ben Bolita, 
and to Aben Malic, all men who were distinguished in those 
days for the brilliancy of their genius. 

Ahu Tahye Muhamad Ben Maun, called Moez Daula, had 
scarcely been seated on his throne when he had to maintain a 
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war with lutj brother, Somida Abu Otabi, who presimaod 
to question his riglit to the sovereignty. But ISomida could 
make no ])ro«ress towards the accoinphshment of his wishes, 
and jlir from being able to take his brother’s place, ho was 
compelled to resign himself to contentiuont with his more 
humble lot ; nay, he had ultimately to implore the mercy of 
that good brother, who always treated luiu well and caused 
him to live very honourably lu lus court, notwithstanding 
the wrong which he had sullbred at lus hands. 

Alxni hlaun, called Moez Baula, connected himself with 
the AValies of Denia, by a marriage with the daughter of 
Mugihaid Alameri, to whom he gave a daughter of his ow n 
iu marriage. This last-mentioned pruicess was a lady of 
great beauty and discretion. 

Meanwhile, the King of Seville, by way of performing 
his part of the treaties entered into as above related, 
despatched a body of five hundred horse, commanded by 
Omar of Oksonoba, to aid the King of Cordova against 
his enemy, the King of Toledo. The lord of Huelba and 
Saltis also, Abu Zeid Abdelaziz Albecri, with Ahmed Aben 
Tahye Yahsebi, lord of Libia, and Muhamad Ben Said, lord 
of Obsonoba and of Santamaria in Algarve, although highly 
ofibnded by Aben Abed King of Seville, likewise oflered 
themselves as auxiliaries of Muhamad Ben Gehwar King 
of Cordova. They sent a certain force of cavalry, which 
united with the troops despatched from Badajoz, and all 
then passed together into the territories of Cordova, 

Then the King of Seville thought the occasion a favour- 
able one for reclaiming the tenure^ or fiefs which were held 
by Abu Zeid Abdelaziz : he therefore despatched his son 
with a carefully-chosen body of cavalry to effect that pur- 
pose. Abu Zeid, perceiving that he had not the means of 
resisting the son of Muhamad Ben Muhamad ^Ben Ismail 
Aben Abed, then gave up the city of Libia on certain condi- 
tions, and taking with him his treasures and most important 
valuables, ho departed to G-ezira Saltis. 

Yet as Aben Abed had taken possession of Huebla like- 
wise, Abdelaziz did not consider himself secure m Gezira 
Saltis, and the less so as he was informed that the people of 
the island had intelligence with those of Seville, and had 
made a compact with them to effect his downfall. Things 
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being tlms, lie passed over to a very strong tower which 
was erected in the midst of the water flowing around the 
island, whither he transported his treasures, and to which 
place he was accompanied by the most trusted members of 
his household. But there Abdckziz was at once besieged 
by his enemies, who kept so close a watch, tliat no boat 
could approach the tower with provisions for its inhabi- 
tants. Abdelaziz, therefore, now endeavoured to escape 
secretly 'from the cruel and tyrannous Abon Abed, who 
would grant him no conditions of surrender, but desired 
that he should place himself unreser^^edly in his power, and 
now took every possible measure for preventing his re- 
ceiving aid from any hand, or procuring a ship by which 
he might have crossed the sea. 

By great care and with much secrecy, Abdelaziz did 
nevertheless obtain a bark, for which he paid ten thousand 
doubloons of gold, and in that vessel he escaped from the 
tower by night, with his family and the most precious of 
his treasures. He then followed the coast for some time, 
and disembarked at a good distance, when he went wander- 
ing as a fugitive through the territory of Bazal until in- 
formed that men were pursuing him by order of the King 
of Seville, and that his person was in imminent danger. 
In that straight Abdelaziz addressed himself to the lord of 
Carmona, who sent him horses to aid his flight, and after 
having entertained him for some days in his palace, then 
supplied him with the means of travelling and a sufficient 
escort, by the help of which he might repair to Cordova or 
Toledo, where he hoped to remain in greater security, 

Abdelaziz next betooS himself to Mahomad Aben Q-ehwar 
of Cordova, wlio received him very cordially, as the noble- 
ness and loyalty of Abdelaziz had well merited that he 
should do. The men of that illustrious family to which 
Abdelaziz belonged had indeed been ever true and faithful 
servants of the kings of Spam in all times, and had given 
them many proofs of devotion during the flourishing period 
of the Omeyas. 

In the voar 444, the Infant of Seville, even Muhamad 
Aben Abed, son of the reigning king, completed the con- 
quest of Gezira Saltis, having done which, he passed on to 
take the city of Oksonoba and its port of Santamaria de 
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Algarve, botli of wliicli lie brouglifc to submission : that dis- 
trict was then possessed by Muhaniacl Bou Said, wbo held 
]t by right of inheritance, as lie did Xilbo, which was one of 
its dependencies. 

Here there came to the Infant a noble ypiith called Mu- 
hamad Aben Omar Bon Huseim Almahn of tlic eommune 
of Xombos, near Xilbe. Ho was remarkably beautiful in 
person, endowed with a brilliant genius, aud a good poet ; 
lie also possessed much learning, and as all these qualities 
were keenly appreciated by the Prince of yevilLe, who 
yielded to fow in the accomplishments of the mind, he caused 
the youth to accompany him to the capital, where the rich 
endowments with which Abcn Omar had been gifted were 
acknowledged by the King Aben Abed also, who soon took 
him into his favour. And this was the commencement of 
the great confidence with which Aben Omar was subse- 
quently honoured by the sovereigns of Seville 5 from that 
time he had opportunities for the manifestation of those 
abilities which have rendered him celebrated both in Spain 
and beyond that country. 

The King of Seville, Muliamad Aben Abed, then gave 
the tenancy of Libia as a fief to the general of his cavalry, 
Abdallah Ben Abdelaziz, but with tbe express remark, that 
lie conferred it on him not because his father Abdelaziz 
had held it as his own, but for his good services. And it 
was in fact a well-merited reward, seeing that the zeal and 
loyalty of Abdallah towards his lord the King of Seville 
were such as to induce him to make an active and earnest 
war even on the lord of Carmona, whom he besieged in 
that very city, within which his fugitive and persecuted 
father had but a short time previously been generously and 
hospitably deceived ; nay, Abdallah did so closely invest the 
place, that the inhabitants, wearied with the -labours of 
resistance, aud no longer able to suffer tho many pri- 
vations to which they wore subjected, began to treat for the 
surrender of their city, declaring that they were not willing 
to die of hunger for a master who had proved himself unable 
to defend them. 

These declarations, and the purpose they implied, reached 
the cars of the lord of Carmona, Mohamad El Barceli, and 

VOIi. II. M 
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departing secretly from the city by jiiglit, he fled to Malaga. 
This flight the inhabitants of Carmona soon discovered, 
when they at once surrendered the fortress, and declared 
themselves the vassals of Muhamad Ben Muhamad Ben 
Ismail, called Almuatedid Aben Abed, King of Seville. 

When Muhamad Ben Abdallah El Barccli, lord of Car^ 
mona, arrived in Malaga, he implored the aid of Edris Bon 
Yahye, who received him as his good friend, and at once 
began to gather forces of horse and foot to give him the 
assistance he required ; whereupon El Barceli departed for 
Ecija, which still remained hia own, and having there 
assembled his cavalry, he joined the host provided by Edris, 
when both together they set forth against the troops of 
Seville. 

But Aben Abed would not accept the oifer of battle, and 
they could bring him only to insignificant skirmishes, in 
which the brave men of both sides fought with varying 
fortune. Yet El Barceli found it impossible to recover the 
city of Carmona, which was his chief intent; and after 
many conflicts of more or less importance, King Edris 
returned to Malaga, while El Barceli retired to hia city 
of Ecija. 

But scarcely had Edris Ben Yahye reposed himself from 
the fatigues of that expedition, when he was compelled 
again to sally forth in aid of his friend and ally, Habus of 
Banhaga, lord of G-ranada, from whom ho received intelli- 
gence of the plots formed against them both by Muhamad 
Aben Abed, King of Seville, the success of which was pro- 
moted to the utmost of tl^eir power by all the kinsmen and 
parti zans of that crafty sovereign. Ilabiis of Sanhaga 
furthermore warned his friend to beware of Muza Ben 
Afan, who, though apparently a faithful servant, was in 
fact in the interest of his enemies, and maintained a constant 
mtelhgence with the King of Seville. To this latter part 
of his friend’s intelligence King Edris replied hy sending 
Muza Ben Afan with letters to his court, and in those 
letters he exhorted Habus to reward the bearer as his services, 
merited ; when the lord of Glranada, perfectly understand- 
ing hia correspondent’s intent, caused tho head of Muza 
Ben Afan to he struck off immediately ; that done, ho 
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replied to the letters of Edris by assuring him tliat Muza 
had already received the appropriate reward of his loyalty 
and truth. 

But Muza Ben Afan was the cousin of Muhamad Ben 
Edris, lord of Algezira, as well as of Edris Ben Xahye, 
king of Malaga ; and when the former was made acquainted 
with his kinsman’s death, he at once disposed his measures 
for taking vengeance for the same. With that intent, 
he availed himself of the absence of Edris, who had departed 
from his capital, repairing to the aid of Habus, and was 
then in the neighbour) lood of Bonda, where his friend was 
engaged in daily conflict with the troops of Seville, led on 
by the Infant Muhamad Aben Abed. 

Choosing his opportunity, therefore, Muhamad of Algezira 
advanced with a powerful army against Malaga, the greater 
part of his force consisting of African Negroes. He 
entered the city without resistance, and being there joined 
by the Negroes who formed the guard of the Alcazaba, these 
last enthroned Muhamad Ben Edris in the palace, and 
he was there proclaimed King of Malaga by those Negro 
troops. 

But the people of Malaga, by whom their sovereign was 
much esteemed and beloved, would not permit him to be 
thus deprived of his throne : they took arms against the 
Negroes, whom they compelled to shut themselves up m 
the Alcazaba, vhich the blacks then fortified and defended 
, with much bravery. The men of Malaga next formed ^a 
great encampment, and besieged the fortress very closely; 
but desiring nothing more than to rid themselves of those 
who had thus seized the throne, ttey proposed favourable 
conditions to the Negroes, many of whom passed over in 
effect to their camp, while those who remained, perceiving 
that their numbers were daily diminishing, while they had 
not the means of replacing those deserters, no longer 
dared to make sallies on the Malagan defences. 

The people of Malaga took care to inform their king of 
what was doing in his capital, and Edris returned without 
delay, bringing with him an increase of force, and pressing 
the siege of his Alcazar with the utmost earnostnoss. He 
offered the security of their lives to all such of the Negroes 
as should then surrender themselves to his mercy, but 
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iliroaicned witH inevitable destruction wbomsoever lie 
sbould liucl in the palace when once ho luul onterecl it by 
force of arms. By these ihreats and promises, Bdris in- 
duced the Negroes to quit the fortress, and they all tied by 
night throiigli a deep fosse, when JMuhaniad of Algezira, 
perceiving liimsclf to bo abandoned by his followers, re- 
signed his fate to the hands of his cousin, nothing donbiing 
but that the latter would condemn him to iminodiate death : 
but Edris spared bis life, commanding him merely to depart 
from Spam and repair to hia stronghold of Jlisn Airaehe, 
where Mohamad had secured his treasures, and where Lis 
daughter was already awaiting him ; the whole household 
and family of tlic baffled usurper was in like manner per- 
mitted to depart with bim in all security. 

Edris then secured himself in the possession of Algezira, 
and having freed his hands of the trouhlcs and dililcultios 
wdtli which his enemies had beset liiin, ho passed over into 
Africa, wliere he instantly occupied the cities of Tangier 
and Cebta. Sueb of the Negroes as desired to take service 
with him he incorporated with his army loft in ypain, but 
all who did not desire to remain in that country ho per- 
mitted to depart for their homes. 

When Edris had been some short time in Africa, the 
Albirguetme Sclavonians, Eazikala and Sekan, who had 
been governors of Cebta and Tangier, did their utmost to 
cause him new disquietudes ; but the people, who abhorred 
those rulers for their covetousness, cruelty, and oppression, 
were far from taking part in their projects : instead of 
favouring their intentions, they betrayed them publicly, 
and accusing them before the king, evon Edris, they said 
to him, “Muley, these Sclavonians wfflo accompany and 
surround thee are traitors, who pretend to he serving tliee, 
but are in truth of a false and disloyal heart ; they are con- 
triving thy downfall, and have formed conspiracies against 
thy life, but do tbou suffer us to reward them as their 
perfidy merits.” 

King Edris would have examined into the truth of these 
allegations, but before he could take any steps for that pur- 
pose, the rage of the people, long restrained, broke forth 
against those their tyrants ; nor was it possible to liberate 
the unhappy men from their fierce and terrible hands. 
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They dragged their victims from the presence of the king, 
and a few minutes later were found to liaye hewed them 
into a hundred pieces 

ITo long time after this event, King Edris returned to 
Andalusia, talcing T.\ith him his younger son, hut leaving 
the elder in Africa as his Wall for Cebta and Tangier. ^ 

In the year 452 died Ahdelaziz Almanzor, King of 
Yalciicia, when he was succeeded by his son Abdorahman 
Een Abdelaziz, who was son-in-law to the King Dylnoun of 
Toledo, and called himself Alinudafar. It was much against 
his will that he had sent his people to take part in the 
wars of Andalusia, but being commanded to do so by the 
authority of his father, as we have reliited above, he could 
not refuse to obey while that sovereign was in life. 


CHAP. IV. — Op the war between* the kikos op Toledo and 

CORDOVA, AND OP THE DARIC TREACHERY COMMITTED BY THE KINO 
OP SEVILLE, POR THE PtTSPOSE OP OBTAININGl ACCESS TO CORDOVA. 

Ismail Ben Dylnoun Ben Ahmed, King of Toledo, entered 
the territories of Cordova with a very powerful host, and 
defeated the troops of Muhaniad, King of Cordova, as well 
as those sent him from Seville and Badajoz, in many en- 
counters, finally putting them to a total rout in a sangui- 
nary battle which 'vs'as fought on the banks of the river 
Algodor, or Water of the Surprises, — so called from the 
mjanjr statagema and deceits which had been practised by 
the experienced generals who had led the opposing armies 
in that struggle. 

Tlic forces of Cordova were commanded by Hariz Ben 
Alhakom Alcasha, one of the most valiant generals in Anda- 
lusia. The battle continued through the whole day, and 
the conquerors, who were those of Toledo, Valencia, and 
the land of Azahila united, pursued their retreating enemies 
even to the mountains that border on the Campagna of 
Cordova. 

The nows of this defeat carried dismay into the TVIezuar 
or council of the King of Cordova, while they caused heavy 
fears in the city, and brought confusion to the face of the 



166 DOmKIOK OP THE AEAB3 IK SPAIK, [a.D. 1061. 

hitherto thoughtless Prince Abdolmelic, who, instead of 
marching in the front of hia father’s troops, was amusing him- 
self in all security amidst tho delicious gardens of IVEedina 
Azahra, where ho passed his hours in casting the Oereed 
with the youths of Cordova, who were his companions, and 
thought only of his sports. But the above described intelli- 
gence infused anxiety even into his heart : and the sportive 
Q-ereed was changed for the lance of war. The face of all 
things in the country appeared to suffer change, — ^the 
people themselves began to resign their spades and sickles 
for the sword of combat ; and Prince Abdolmelic departed 
to Seville, there to entreat the further and immediate aid of 
Mohamad Ben Mohamad Ben Ismail Almoatcdid Aben Abed, 
to whom he did not fail to represent the urgency of the 
danger which was indeed menacing the head and heart of 
the state. 

The King of Seville, who, though but of equal years with 
Prince Abdelmelic, was an astute and crafty man, instead 
of granting him at once the assistance he had come to seek, 
detained him with great compliments and honours, wasting 
his time with exaggerated displays of courtesy, and quietly 
occupying his days in the gradual exhibition of his 
armouries, his jewels, and the other valuables of his palaces. 
He made Abdelmelic, meanwhile, the most flattering offers 
and promises ; but it was not until after the lapse of much 
precious time that he Anally wrote to his Alcaides, com- 
manding them to assemble the cavalry of the land, and 
finally he dismissed the Prince Abdelmelic with a troop ot 
two hundred horse, assuring him that he might confide in 
his promises, and begging that he would consider himselt 
under the protection of his good faith. 

When Abdelmelic arrived in the vicinity of Cordova, he 
found the city to be closely besieged by the King of Toledo, 
and saw that it would not be possible to enter without 
fighting his way through the yictorious troops of that 
sovereign. He thus resolved to pass round by Medina 
Azahra with his small band of cavaliers, hoping that the 
^ecours promised by the King of Seville might yet arrive 
in time to be useful, although their appearance was delayed 
much beyond what he would have desired. 

In the city, meanwhile, the inhabitants were now be- 
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’ginning to find themselves in the utmost need, having 
been totally unprepared for the calamities which had so 
suddenly fallen upon them. The king was very ill, and the 
‘carea pressing upon his thoughts increased his malady to 
such a degree, that the physicians and all the court were 
thrown into groat alarm, anil laigo rewards were ofiered to 
■any who would venture to be the bearers of letters which 
the council had determined on sending to Prince Abdel- 
melic and the King of Seville, that monarch having now 
become the sole hope of Cordova. Certain messengers were 
accordingly found, who contrived to cross the enemy’s camp, 
and carried the letters which the king and council had 
written to the Prince Abdelmelic and Aben Abed, King of 
Seville, to whom they made known all their perils, de- 
claring that they had no other chance for safety than that 
of the succour which he should bring them. 

Ahen Abed took care to lose no time when so opportune 
an occasion for the fulfilment of his ambitions purposes was 
presented to him ; he therefore instantly despatched his son 
Muhamad with his general, Aben Omar, to whom he gave 
minute instructions as to all that he desired them to do. 
Everything being perfectly understood, he dismissed them 
with a powerful host both of horse and foot. 

The Sevillian army arrived before the beleaguered city oi 
Cordova accordingly, where they encamped in sight of the 
besiegers, and while the infantry were preparing to attack 
the camp of the enemy, the cavalry instantly engaged in 
skirmishing with the valiant troops of Ismael Pen Dylnoun 
and his allies. These last, on their part, received the at- 
tacking force with so much steadiness, and were encountered 
by the men of Seville with such determined bravery, that 
the skirmish was prevented from becoming a general battle 
only by the intervention of the night, which put an end to 
the conflict. 

But although darkness divided the combatants, it did not 
bring sleep to the eyes of the Sevillian general, Ahen Omar, 
who passed the whole night in reviewing the vanous divisions 
of his army, and in giving the needful directions to the 
Alcaides and captains. To ensure the success of the coming 
battle, he took council with the Prince Muhamad Aben 
Abed, and with other generals, as to the best methods of 
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attack, and concerting the plan of battle, tlio}’- took cai’o to 
proTido for all the vaiious incidents lhat might occur. The 
moment having; arrived i\hen the first light ol' dawn ap- 
peared, Abcn Omar put his cavalry in motion, and tiio same 
being done by the generals of Ismael lien Dylnouii, the 
two hosts went forth to the enconnter with indeaoribahlo 
fury, caeli inspired witli equal valour, and both alike confi- 
dent of victory. The hattle then comincnecd, and vas a 
very sanguinary one, but the force of the Se\illian cavalry, 
joined to that of Cordova^ X^rcvailcd against the advanced 
guard of Valencia, whom they routed and put to lliglit, 
when the whole of the besieging army fell into disorder ; 
and although the troops of Ayahila did for some time restrain 
the impetuosity of tlic victors and protected the retreat of 
their allies, yet before the full of evening tlio Toledan army 
was in full lliglit, being hotly pursued by the flower of Abcn 
Abed’s cavalry and that of Cordova, led on by tho son of 
the Sevillian monarch, Prince Muhamad Abcn Abed, Infant 
of Seville, and by Prince Abdolmelic of Cordova. Nor did 
the brave cavaliers then in Cordova itself remain idle spec- 
tators of the battle ; large numbers of them having joined 
tho fight, now took part m the victory, and’ were among 
the foremost in pursuit. 

The crafty general, Aben Omar, then saw that a good 
part of what his master had committed to him was accom- 
plished, and next considered how he might best ensure the 
success of what -remained to be done. Large numbers 
of the people of Cordova had come forth from its walls, 
some to take part in the battle, and others to plunder tho 
camp of the defeated Toledans ; they had thus left tho city 
without guards of any kind, as fearmg no injury from their 
allies, whom they beheld so earnest m their defence, and at 
whose hands they expected nothing worse than henefits. 
Aben Omar now perceived, therefore, that his opportunity 
had arrived, and availing himself thereof, without the loss of 
a moment he entered the capital with the whole force of his 
infantry, occuxiying the gates and forts, taking possession of 
the Alcazar, and placing a guard of such men as were most 
firmly seated in his confidence over the person of the un- 
happy king, who lay grievously sick in his hod. He was 
but too soon made aware of what had .happened, and when 
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lie aaw that hiri chy and Ak*am\s vrovi> in the lianda of the 
Tiung of Seville, tho "whole extent of Iul-? people’s misfortune 
lay clear before him. Deep allhction then look possession 
of* his heart , and ilu^ pani of that grief bore the sulieror to 
the point of death, by which means he esi*tiped iroiu his 
misfortunes, and departed for the just, ice of Allah some few 
days thereafter. 

"The son of tho betrayed king, even Prince Abdelmelic, 
returning from the pursuit of the common enemy, also dis- 
covered the black treachery of his allies, and filled with a just 
indignation, ho advanced towards tho gates of tho city, but 
found that all were closed against him. Whilst still unde- 
cided, and knowing not what steps to take in a calamity so 
little looked for, he found himself surrounded by tho cavalry 
of Seville, whose oflS.cer gave the astonished Prince to under- 
stand that he had no choice but to surrender himself^ while 
his followers were commanded to leave their horses and lay 
down their arms. 

Revolted by tho nameless treachery and baseness of this 
demand, the unfortunate Abdelmelic placed lumself in an 
attitude of defence, attacking those who surrounded him in 
desperation, and with no other thought than that of dying 
with his sword in his hand rather than resign himself to the 
mercies of so treacherous a foe. More than once did his 
captors open their ranks in such sort that he might well 
have passed through them and fled, but be was at length 
struck from his horse by a troop of lancers, and being pre- 
viously wounded, was then imprisoned in a strong tower, 
where ho died, rather of tho grief he felt than from the 
hurts he had received, although ^llese last were also many 
and serious. 

Tho writers of the period relate, that among the last 
words of Abdelmelic were a, lamentation for the treachery 
of his false friend, and a prayer to tho God of vengeance that 
equal measure might ho meted out to tho son of him who, 
under tho mask of affection, had concealed the face of so 
deadly a foe. Tho death of tho hapless Abdelmelic took 
place on tho very day wdion tho traitorous King of Se\ille 
made his public entrance into tho city of Cordova, and the 
betrayed friend expired as tho voice of acclamation with 
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’vvhicli tlio vile multitude received the tyrant, came pealing 
to his ears ; yet not before he had uttered a malediction on 
the light-mindedness of that people who could thus give 
welcome to the enemy by whom the race of their bonollcent 
tings had been so wickedly destroyed. 

The favours which the King of Seville now hastened to 
bestow on the principal inhabitants of Cordova, with the 
long series of festivals wherewith he entertained tlie people, 
brought all to oifer him ready allegiance ; he gave the popu- 
lace varied spectacles, consisting in the combats of wild 
beasts, and, nnaceustomed to such diversions, their new 
master succeeded in making the ungrateful Cordovans forgot 
the excellent Grehwar and the kindly government of that 
good king his son, who had done all that in him lay for 
their welfare. 

But with Hariz Ben Alhakera, the faithful servant of his 
departed master, the case was different. On discovering tho 
treachery of the pretended allies, he had retired with such 
of his cavaliers as he could keep together, to the Alcazar of 
Medina Azahra : when the death of his king, with the im- 
prisonment of Prince Abdelmelic, reached his ears, he was 
seized with indignation at the perfidy of Abon Abed no leas 
than with grief for the loss of his master : detesting the 
atrocious conduct of the Sevillian, therefore, he preferred to 
confide himself to the generosity of his declared enemies, to 
the favour and protection eagerly proffered him by that false 
friend, and took refuge with the King of Toledo. By that 
sovereign the unfortunate general was received with much 
kindness ; he was indeed greatly honoured by Ismail Ben 
Bylnoun, who well knew the loyalty, as well as bravery, of 
Hariz Ben Alhakem, having had frequent experience of both 
in the long war which that general had maintained against 
him. 

Such was the end of the Q’ehwara — so did they finish their 
existence, and with them came the kingdom of Cordova to 
its close. 
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CHAP, y.” Tub king- op vjllbn'civ is despoiled op iris states 

BX THE Kl^^G OP TOLEDO.— DEATH OP ADEN ABED, KIKO OP SEVILLE. 

Now in tlie year 452, tlio King of Valencia, Abdelaziz Al- 
manzor, son of Abderahmau and grandson to tlio renowned 
Hagib Muhamad Bon Abi Amcr, departed to tlio mercy 
of Allah, and was succeeded in that kingdom by Ins son 
Abdelmelie Bon Abdelaziz, called Almudafar, wlio was the 
son-in-law of Almamoun Yahyo Ben Ismail Ben Djlnonn, 
King of Toledo, as hath been more than once remarked. 

That powerful monarch being greatly mortified by the 
repulso his troops had suffered before Cordova, was now dis- 
posed to make a new attempt on that city, and the rather, 
as he was strongly incited to do so by the noble general 
Hariz Ben Alhakem, who was inflamed by the desire for 
vengeance on Aben Abed, the destroyer of his master’s 
house, Ismail Ben Dylnoun therefore wrote to all his 
Alcaides, as well as to his son-in-law, the new King of 
Valencia, commanding the former to make preparation, and 
requesting that the latter would come to nis aid with his 
people, Ismail Ben Dyluonn also despatched messengers 
to the rulers of Murcia and Conca, as well as to other 
Walies of his dependencies, desiring their assistance for the 
like purpose. 

But Muhamad Ben Mernan, the Vizier of Abdelaziz, 
King of Valencia, advised bis lord to think maturely before 
he declared himself the enemy of so powerful a sovereign as 
Aben Abed, King of Seville; one too who was besides in 
close alliance with the lords of Castillon, Murbifcer, Xativa, 
Almeria, and Denia, his neighbours, This advice Abdelaziz 
felt disposed to follow ; and thus he replied to the request of 
his fatber-in-law by the most frivolous excuses. ^ 

This proceeding on the part of Abdelaziz enraged the King 
of Toledo, and without communicating bis determination to 
any one of his court, bo departed with the whole force of 
his cavaliers, nor ceased his march either day or night until 
he arrived at Valencia, which city he entered when he was 
least expected. Proceeding to the Alcazar, which was de- 
fended by Aben AVahib Ben Leboun, he took the general by 
surprise, and making himself master in like manner of the 
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(‘Ity ioworB, ho deposed his «ou-iivla\v, AbJelinolie Aliuudii- 
far, Iroin the goremmont and sovoroigniv of Tnloiuaii and 
its dopeiidcucios. Yet in eonsidenilion oVhis diun^hlor, the 
wife of the deposed kmg, he did not lake his liie, bai» 
bamshed him to the govcriunout of Xelba: this nut able 
event took place on Arafa, the 9th dav of the moon Dyl- 
hagia, ill the year 457. Almudafiir and Ids fuinily woi'o 
followed by the Walies of Conca and of Santamaria do 
Abcii Raziii, both of whom were his friends. 

The King of Toledo then appointed Isa Ecu Leboun Ben 
Abdelaziz Ben Leboun to the govci'nmcubof Valencia in his 
name, — ho was one of the captains of IMurbiter, and the 
most zealous of Ismail Bon Byluoim’s parlizans : tho city 
was held hy him for that prince, accordingly, but with 
him was joined Abul Arhaz Lbraim Ben Leboun, a Xeque 
in whom tho King of 3b]edo placed great confidence. A few 
days behold the country tranquillized and brought into good 
order, which done, Almamuu Yahyo Ben Ismail Ben JDyl- 
horn returned to Toledo, whither ho took the most distin- 
guished nobles of Valencia in his train, proposing to use 
their services in tlie war of Andalucia. But tho vizier of 
Valencia, Abdallah Muhamad Ben Meruan, could not resolve 
on surviving the misfortunes which he had brought on his 
lord by his well-intended councils ; wherefore, yielding to 
his despair, ho deprived himself of life by piercing his breast 
with his dagger. ‘ 

The King of Senile, Almoatadid Muhamad Ben Muhamad 
Ben Ismail Aben Abed, was meanwhile enjoying the success 
of his fortunate under^iakings. Lord of Seville, Cordova, 
and Carmona, ho likewise possessed the greater part of 
Algarve, Sibla, Huebla, G-czira-Saltis, Oksonoba, and Xilbe-.*^ 
but all this did not satisfy his ambitious heart, and he began 
to assemble troops for the purpose of attacking the fron- 
tiers of tho King of Toledo, despatching in the meantime 
his son Muhamad to the land of Eonda, there to make war 

* It would seem that this city of Oksonoba, or Octonoba, — called 
also by the Arabic writer ^Saint0 Mane d'Oetonoba, — was on the western 
coast of Spain, and near tho place where the city of Taro now stands. 
Tet it was not tho city of !Faro itself, ns some authors suppose, since 
that city is also mentioned as a separate place by tho Arabs thomselvcs. 
— De 
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on the kings of Granaik autl ^ralaga, who were allies of El 
liiirzeli, ihe Lord of Eeija, wliose destiny it was, iia Ahen 
Abed inferred, to destroy his dynasty, aeeording to what the 
astronomers had forotohl long before. 

On the oeeasion of that campaign the King of Seville 
eouferred tlie dignity of knighthood cm Ids sou, bestowing 
on him a shield of azure blue, around tlie edge of which 
there \^as a border of golden stars, and in the centre of the 
Held a half-moon, also of gold, m allusion to the changes 
and Aucissitudes ever incident to the fortune of arms. King 
Aben Abed accompanied his son as tar as Eonda, whore 
lioped to receive intolligeneo of the first successes obtained 
by the new knight. 

In the year 460, the King of Algarve, Almutafar Almanzor, 
son of Abdallah Almanzor, departed from life at Badaioz, 
when he was succeeded in his states by his son Xahye, who 
called himself Almanzor, as his grandfather had done. His 
brother Omar Almetuakil, who was then in Jabora, which 
Comarca he held for his father, caused him some trouble 
with respect to the division of the territory j and this eir- 
eumstauce left the new King of Algarve but little time for 
taking part in the wars at that time raging in Andalucia, 

At this time there came into Spain great rumours re- 
specting the Almoravides, and wonderful things were related 
of the stupendous exploits which they had performed, and 
the conquests which they had made in Africa ; all which 
caused great anxiety to Edris of Malaga aud to the Zanhagas 
of Granada for the safety of those dominions which they 
possessed in that country. Keither was the King of Seville 
Avithout some fear, since he was fnduced to believe that 
these Almorarides might be the people by whom, according 
to the horoscope of liis son, the fate of that prince was to be 
clouded. But ho did not on that account desist from making 
Avar on El Barzeli ; nor would he give himself rest until he had 
despoiled the Lord of Eeija of aU his peaseasions, being con- 
stantly impelled to new aggressions by his inordinate am- 
bition, and by the superstitious precautions wherewith he 
hoped to avert the evils which had been announced to him, 
according to his astrologers, by the stars : at a word, he was 
moved by every evil passion that can disquiet and corrupt 
the human heart. 
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Wliilo tho King of Seville ■waa tlnia extending Ins own 
dominions by destroying all the rights of liis neighbours, 
and was eagerly adding the ruin of Malaga and Granada to 
that of the many other evils he had inflicted on whomsoever 
he could bring within his reach, ho gave no thought to the 
advancemont of our holy religion, nor had any of his expe- 
ditions the most remote refei^ence to the propagation of tho 
Law, or the benefit of the Mosleinah. But the powerful 
Arbiter of human fates and empires was meanwhile preparing 
a glorious day of vengeance for tho aggrieved and afflicted 
children of thel^aiili: and the manner of its appearance w'as 
on this wise. 

Unlike tho King of Seville, the King of Saragossa, oven 
Ahmed Abu Giafiar Almuetadir Ahcn Hud, zealously 
imitating the pious virtues of his forefathers, employed his 
forces without ceasing in the Sacred war, and in the year 
460 he defeated and routed the Christians with horrible 
slaughter. Ho recovered from thorn the city of Bubastcr, 
with several strong fortresses ; and for his greater glory, as 
well as to the general consolation of the Moslemah, he slew 
King Eadmir, leader of of the Infidels, in one of the battles 
thus happily won. 

At this time there broke out new tifoubles in tho kingdom 
of Malaga, where Edria Bon Xahye, now become old and 
wanting force of mind, was deposed without difficulty or op- 
position, while his cousin, Muhamad Ben Alcasim Ben Aly, 
Governor of Algezira, assumed the throne in his stead. The 
poor King Edris died some time afterwards in the prison to 
which he had been consigned, and in his last days there was 
so little account made or his existence that he was seldom 
or never mentioned. 

Tlie new sovereign of Malaga continued bo maintain the 
war into which his predecessor had been forced by the Eng 
of Seville, who was perpetually extending his dominions both 
in Axarq^uia and Algarbia * 

About this time, the King of Granada, Habus Ben 
Maksam of Zanhaga, departed from life, and was succeeded 
by his son, Badis Ben Habus, a man brave and noble as his 
father. He too maintained a constant war against the 


* Axar^uia and Algarbia : the East and West, 
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aggressions of tlic Sevillian monarch j and although his 
resources Tvere heavily taxed by the circumstance of his 
being frequently called on to repress the rebellious at- 
tempts of many rebel Alcaydes in various parts of his 
dependencies, he yet never lost any part of the dominiona 
he had inherited. 

But the state of things here described prevented this 
prince from employing his ainns against the Infidels, seeing 
that he was ever occupied in defending himself against those 
ambitious Moalemah, who, disregarding what ought to have 
been the common cause, concerned themselves only with 
what they believed to be their own particular interests. 
King Badia Ben Habus associated in his government, and 
declared his successor, his nephew, Abdallah Ben Balkin 
Ben Badis, a youth of admirable qualities, who was the 
delight of his people as he was the terror of his enemies, 
although but in the flower of his age. 

Now it chanced about this time, that Taira, the daughter 
ef the King of Seville, a princess of unequalled beauty and 
admirable grace, was seized with an ardent fever while still 
in the bloom of her spring; and, despite all the efforts of 
her physicians, she expired in the arms of her father, who 
doated on her with an inordinate love. The pain and grief 
which this event caused to Muhamad Ben Muhamad Ben 
Ismail were so great that he too was attacked by fever and 
trembling, accompanied by great confusion of the bead and 
perpetual faintings : these were followed by profound 
stupor and melancholy. The sick man could obtain no 
sleep, ho was at length unable to move bis eyes, and thus 
partially paralysed, he then looked like a mere statue. The 
physicians feared his death, and applied stimulants, by which 
the vitality of their patient was to a certain extent restored, 
when tlie pains of his condition appeared to be alleviated. 

He desired that his daughter should be interred before 
the entrance of his palace, and would not bo dissuaded from 
beholding the pomp of her burial. The coffin of the princess 
was borne to her place of rest by the most important of her 
father’s servants ; and in despite of all that his physicians 
could urge to the contrary, Muhamad insisted on being con- 
veyed to a window from which he could see the procession. 
The fiineral ceremonies took place on the evening of a cer- 
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tain Junia, in tli© moon of Qitiinada Primcra; and the ^ncf 
of tho king as ho saw the child of his love borne to her grave 
caused all the worst symptoms of his malady to return. 

The stupor and melancholy from which he had been in 
some degree aroused now recurred : inflammation succeeded : 
tho physicians employed all such moans as their science 
suggested ; but, although some slight alleviation of suflering 
was obtained, these remedies did not produce essential im- 
provement. It is true that on the morrow of that unhappy 
Juina he was a little bettor, but towards the evening of 
Saturday, which was the day on which God had decreed that 
his agonies should find an end, the fever increased : Muhamad 
lost the poiver of speech, and at imdmght his spirit returned 
to the mercy of God. At that moment there rose up a 
dolorous cry ill his Alcazar; and through all the city tho 
lamentations of his slaves and liouschold made themselves 
heard. 

Tho death of l^Iuhamad Abcn Abed took jdaec between 
the Saturday and Suuday, which was the 2iid"‘ clay of tho 
moon of Giumada Primera, in tho year 461. The mourn- 
ful event could not be concealed, and on the following day 
the Xuhudes and ministers of the king's council offered the 
oath of allegiance to his son, Prince Muha Maun Ben 
Muhamad Almutamcd, who was then twenty-nine years, two 
months, and some clays old. Ho ‘was proclaimed, and led 
through the streets of the city on horseback by the jirincipal 
Xeques and Lho generals of the army, who called him Adafir 
Almuyad Billah,\%ith other august titles of good omen.'* ' • ■ 

Tho new king caused the funeral ceremonies of his father 
to bo performed with great magnificence, and commanded 
that he should be laid in the tomb of his grandfather, which 
was beneath the entrance of the Alcazar. The Cadi Mu- 
hamad Bon Ismail made the oration for linn in the Aljama 
on that same evening of Sunday, tho 3rd day of Giumada 
Primera, which was tho night following that on which Aben 
Abed bad given to God an account of his sins. He was 
fifty-seven years, three months, and seven days old at the 
time of his death, having been born on a Tuesday, seven 
days before the commencement of the moon Safar, in the 


* Abu Meruan Ben Xlayan says tlio 6th . — CondL 
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year 407, llis reigu liad endured twenty-eight years and 
Wo days. 

This sovereign was the most powerful ruler in all Spain 
at that time of Alfitiia or civil w'ar : he was magnificent in 
his tastes and habits, but ambitious and voluptuous to an 
inordinate degree : he was moreover superstitious, timid, and 
cruel. He had earnestly exhorted bis son to bo on his guard 
against the Lamtunies or Almoravides, and recommended 
him to make himself master of, and carefully preserve, those 
two keys of Spain, Q-ebaltaric* and Algezira ; but above all 
to gather into his own hands and unite into one empire, the 
divided provinces of Spain : all which, as Ahen Abed did 
not scruple to affirm, belonged to him as Lord of Cordova. 


CHAP. VI.— Wae between the eings op toiedo and seviei-e, 

EACH PAETY OAEES IN THE AID OP THE CHEIBTIANS. 

The new king, Muhamad Almoatemed Aben Abed, did not 
permit tbe councils of his father to be forgotten : still in the 
best of bis youth, brave as well as prudent, he was not cruel 
and sanguinary as bis father had been, though resembling 
that sovereign in his magnificence, and in the liberahty with 
which he stimulated the zeal of all wffiom he took into his 
service- In the height of prosperity, and when crowned 
by victor}’-, Almoatemed Aben Abed still displayed a praise- 
worthy moderation : he restored t# their homes all those 
whom the cruelty of his father had expatriated, and thus 
gained the hearts of many grateful subjects : the sole re- 
proach littered against him was that he displayed but little 
regard for religion. It was also tbe custom of this monarch 
to drink wine, which ho used most especially in the time of 
war : and when they were about to enter the battle he per- 
mitted the forbidden beverage to all las people. Aben Abed 
was endowed with an excellent genius for poetry and com- 
posing verses, in -vffiich he competed with his friend Moez- 
Daula, King of Almeria: but both those' princes were 
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equally protectors of leiiniing and the patrons of learned 
men. 

At this time there also died the Lord of Azalnla, Abu 
]\Iuhamad Iluzoil Abcu Ihicin, known as Aben Aslai, lie 
was succecdocl m his slates by his brother, Abdclinalec Ben 
Chalf Abu IMoruan, who was careful to continue in alliance 
with the powerful King of Toledo, Ismail Bon Dylnoxin. 
That prince hail no sooner hoard of the death of Abeii Abed, 
King of Seville, than ho determined to try his fortune 
against the sou of the departed monarch ; and, with tho 
troops which ho had gathered from Valencia and Santamaria 
of the Bast, he made his way into tho territories of Murcia 
and Tadmir, whoso Walies, Abu Bccar Aben Amor and 
Ahmed Ben Taher, had entered into an alliance with tho 
King of Seville against Valencia and Toledo. But while he 
thus fell on tlio lands of Murcia and Tadmir with a powerful 
host, Almamun Abcn Ismail Ben Dylnonn called for aid 
from the Christifui people of Qallicia and Castiile ; who came 
to his assistance accordingly with a carefully selected body 
of cavalry. 

Thus assailed, Iho “Wedies, Abu Bccar and Abcn Taber, 
wrote to their ally the King of Seville, entreating him to 
send them succour ; seeing tliat they could not sustain the 
assault of the Toledan alone, since he was advancing against 
them with a very powerful host. To these letters the King 
of Seville, who was then much occupied by his ■wars with 
Malaga and Grranada, replied by despatching his general and 
intimate friend, the crafty Alien Omar, of Somhos, wuth 
exact instructions as to the lino of policy which ho was to 
maintain in the assistance he was about to render, and in 
the general conduct of the war. Aben Omar thereupon de- 
parted from Seville, leading a vast force of cavalry, with two 
hundred cajpels, and other beasts of burthen beyond count. 
He left the city by the gate called Bab Macarena, but 
remained immediately in front of the same four days before 
his final departure ; after which time he unfurled his ban- 
ners, sounded his trumpets, and set forth for tho land of 
Tadmir, gathering both troops and provisions along tho 
whole line of his march. 

In Murcia, Ahen Omar -was entertained in the house of 
Aben Taher, “where he received the visits of the principal 
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inhabitants of tlio city, to T^’hom he made so many promises 
and gave so much encouragement, that he loft them full of 
confidence- His abode in Murcia was not extended beyond 
two da3’‘s ; but before his departure he obtained from Aben 
Taber ten thousand doubloons of gold, for the purpose of com- 
pleting ncgociationa with Ben liaymond, Lord of Barcelona, 
towards whicb city it was that Aben Omar then took his 
way. 

The Sevillian leader was received with much distinction 
by Baymond, the Barcelonian, and the convention between 
them was quickly made. The amount of succour to be fur- 
nished by tlie Lord of Barcelona being determined on the 
day when the force of Ben Baymond took the field Aben 
Omar paid him the ten thousand doubloons of gold which 
he had received from Aben Taber, with a promise of as much 
more when the Christian host should arrive in Murcia. 

It was furthermore decided, for the greater security of 
both parties, that hostages should be given on either side, 
when the Lord of Barcelona sent the cousin of his son to 
accompany the army of Aben Omar, while the last-named 
general consigned to the hospitality of Ben Baymond a 
young prince, the son of liis master, the King of Seville, who 
was called Baxid Ben Abed, promising at the same time 
that a force of Sevillians, equal to the army furnished by 
Biaymond the Barcelonese, should take the field with the 
troops of that leader. 

Aben Omar then wrote letters which ho despatched to 
his lord by the hands of Ben Baymond’ s cousin, and wherein 
ho requested the King of Seville to send Ms son and his 
people as had been agreed ; whereupon Baymond commenced 
his march forthwith, having placed himself at the head of a 
brilliant body of cavalry, wherewith he set forth towards 
Murcia. 

Arrived in that territory, he was there instantly joined by 
the forces of the King of Seville, with whom was the son of 
that monarch, even Baxid Ben Abed, who at once passed 
over to the Christian camp, where he remained as a hostage 
with the King Ben Baymond. Aben Omar then took the 
command of liis master’s troops, which were not very nume- 
rous, but with which ho nevertheless proceeded towards 
Murcia. They found that city surrounded by the forces of 
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Toledo, commanded by their king Almiimnn Abcn Ismail 
Ben Dylnoun, who had also the men of Valencia, Dcnia, 
and Murbiter forming part of his host, with those assembled 
by his Alcaydes and the Lords of Conca and Abcn Kazin, 
to say nothing of his auxiliaries from G-ahcia and Castillo ; 
he also having called in the Christians to his aid as wo have 
said, when those Infidels occupied themselves gladly in 
cutting up the cultivated fields, and destroying the pleasant 
gardens of the Vega. 

But now it came to pass, that Ben Eaymond of Barcelona, 
remarking the smallness of the army sent by the King of 
Seville, and perceiving that he could not count on the aid 
of a stronger body, complained of Aben Abed, the King, 
to his general Aben Omar; declaring that unless his Lord 
came to his succour with more effect, they could not venture 
to undertake anything against the King of Toledo, who had 
not only a great advantage as to numbers, but was also in a 
much better position than themselves, he having already 
formed a very strong encampment. Nay, the distrust of 
the Christian arose to such a degree that he suspected a 
purposed treason on the part of Aben Abed, and began to 
believe that himself and his people had been lured thither 
that they might perish by the hands of the Moalemah. To 
render his army the more secure, therefore, he commanded 
the Infant Eaxid Ben Abed to be placed under a strong guard. 

These complaints, and the distrust existing between the 
leaders, produced a bad effect on the troops, whom they in- 
disposed for action. There were also not wanting spies of 
the King of Toledo, who made him acquainted with dl that 
was thus passing ; while the Christiana of Gallicia and - 
Caatille were equally weU informed, by means of their fugi- 
tive brethren who passed over from the camp of the Barce- 
lonese momirch, Ben Eaymond. 

Perceiving their opponents to he in so ill-prepared a con- 
dition, the King of Toledo and his allies gave them no time 
to recover themselves, but forced them into a battle, which 
was a very sanguinary one, and resulted in a frightful carnage 
on boths sides. Pinally the troops of Seville and Barcelona 
were compelled to give way, and fled before their conquerors 
of Toledo, Gallicia, and Castille, leaving the field of battle 
covered with the corpses of their slain. 
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ISTow at tlio moment when this 'slanglilor was proecod- 
mg, the King of Seville, Aben Abed, had arrived in the 
vicinity of tlie camps with a carefully chosen body of ca\alry, 
■which he had assembled from Jaen and its Oomarcas. A-t 
the dawn of day he had even aiiproachod so near the scene 
of conflict that his advanced guard had reached the heights 
above Segura; but on reaching the shores of the Griiadimena 
ho found that river so much swollen by floods that his forces 
could not cross the stream, and they were detained on its 
banks during the whole day. Aben Abed was at that 
moment far from suspecting the pi'ossing necessity that 
existed for his succour ; nor was it until he behold the fugi- 
tive remains of his army, with the equally shattered force of 
his ally, approaching the opposite shore in full flight before 
their conquerors, that he -was made aware of the disasters 
which had befallen the two leaders, Eaymond of Barcelona 
and Aben Omar. 

The first who had the good fortune to cross the river in 
safety soon made known the unhappy result of the battle ; 
but the panic which had seized the flying troops had now 
become so violent that numbers of them threw themselves 
into the stream at places where it was impossible to ford its 
depths, and these were consequently drowned, their bodies 
being carried down by the current before the eyes of their 
companions who watched them from the opposite shore. 
This infused so much discouragement into the newly ar- 
rived troops of the King of Seville that it was not possible 
to lead them further ; they turned their bridles and re- 
gained the city of Segura ; whence^ after the detention of 
one night only, they retook their way to Jaen, Ahen Abed 
having the cousin of Eaymond, Lord of Barcelona, still in 
his company. 

The General Aben Omar, who had escaped from the battle 
with some few of his followers, now came fast on the steps 
of his master, whom he overtook, some few days after the 
grievous defeat he had sustained, at the city of Guada 
Bullon. Here the general persuaded his lord to fulfil the 
remainder of the promise which had been made to the Lord 
of Barcelona, since they could not otherwise efiect an ex- 
change of the hostages ; and Ben Eaymond w^ould in that 
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case l)oar oif the Infant, even Kaxid Aben Abeu, as a 
prisoner, to the land of Barcelona. 

The King of Toledo inoanvshile, greatly rejoicing in xlio 
success ■which had attended his arms, odered lavourablo con- 
ditions to the people of hiurcia, and Aben Taher, accepting 
these advantages, placed himself and Ins territorv under the 
shelter and protection of Ismail Bon Dylnoun, to ^\hom he 
declared himself a faithful vassal j ^\hen the principal 
inhabitants of the city did homage to Aben Ismail in like 
manner. 

Almamdeleoun Bon Ismail Ben Dylhoiin likewise obtained 
possession of the fortresses of Auriola and Miihique by a 
peaceable agreement ; and leaving these to the care of bis 
Alcaides, he had no sooner placed the land in tranquillity 
and good order than he returned to his city of Toledo, when 
he rewarded his generals wuih a regal magnihceuco, the 
Moslemah, together -with the Christians of Gallicia and 
Castdle, who had been his auxiliaries on that successful 
day. 

'When the General Aben Omar had coUocted the sum 
required for his engagements in Barcelona, he sot forward 
to that city, taking with him the cousin of Bon Eaymond 
the king, for whom he was charged with a rich present of 
thirty thousand doubloons in gold. He then obtained 
restitution of tbc Infant, Eaxid of Seville, whom he sent to 
his father, accompanied by Aben Becar of Tadmir, the latter 
not consenting to separate himself from the fortunes of Ahon 
Abed. Those who saw the meeting of thab illustrious king 
with his son, declare that^ ho wept for joy at the sight of his 
child. 

Aben Omar was mean'while busying himself with new 
negociations, into which he at this time entered with Al- 
mutemen, son of the King Almoctadir of Saragossa, who 
was Wall of Lerida, which he held for his father the king 
above-named. Here Omar incited the nobles to much dis- 
cord, and eventually caused the persecution, not to say 
ruin, of several powerful families, compelling them to depart 
from the territory. These men then took refuge with 
Abdilbar Ben Mugihaid, Lord of Benia, when Aben Omar 
persuaded the Prince of Saragossa to make war on Abdilbar 
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Beu Mugiliaul, against whom Omar himself served in person, 
taking possession of several fortresses in various parts of 
the district : all these things occurred in the moon Xaban 
of tlio year 4G8, 

While Alinoctadir, Kin^ of Saragossa, pursuing the per- 
fidious counsels of Aben Oihai*, was thus rewarding the noble 
and generous hospitality of Abdilbar Ben IVIugibaid, Lord of 
Dcnia, by defeating him in a sanguinary battle, and was 
then preparing to enter his city, where it was the purpose 
of Omar to cause all who had taken refuge therein to suffer 
a painful death, there came an Alcaydo to Alaioctadir ex- 
horting him on the part of Moez-Daula, Lord of Almeria, 
who had married the daughter of Abdilbar, to desist from a 
war which Avas causing him so much discredit, and rather 
to turn his victorious banners against the enemies of Islam, 
who were even then infesting the frontiers ; while he was 
cafSting a shade on his hitherto unblemished reputation by 
the blood he was so unjustly shedding. 

These reasonings prevailed with the King of Saragossa, 
who immediately returned to his own territories, leaving 
two of his Alcaides, called Ibrahim and Abdelgebir, sons of 
Sohail of Bardania, to maintain the conquests ho had made. 
But these generals, deceived by a double treason on the 
part of Ahcn Omar, were induced some short time after- 
wards to sell the fortresses in question to the minister of 
Aben Abed, the treacherous Ahen Omar, defeating in that 
same act the views and intentions of the two Walies, Iza 
Ben Leboun and his brother Abdallah, both of whom haj 
earnestly desired to obtain those strongholds, which lay 
conveniently near to their lerdshi]Js. Thus, then, did Aben 
Omar serve his lord the King of Seville by means of per- 
petual deceptions and the craft of intrigue. 


‘CHAP. YIL— Tun king or tou-euo takes ooedova and seviele— 

HE DIES IN THE EAST-NAMED CITY AEXEB IT HAS BEEN DELIVEEED 
BY ABEN ABED. 

Now the King Ismail Almamun Ben Dylnoun of Toledo, 
perceiving himself to be favoured by fortune, and excited 
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Idj liis own ambition and desires of \'cngoanee, prepared to 
lead a powerful host against the tcmtory of Cordova, pro- 
posing to take Aben Abed at disadvantage, and without 
giving him time to recover from the defeat and losses uhioh 
he had sustained in the Battle of Murcia. lie assembled his 
Alcaides and Xeques accordingly; his ally, the Christian 
King of G-allicia, also coming to his aid with a select body 
of horsemen, clothed in mail. 

With these forces Ismail Almamiin Ben Byluoiin entered 
the territory of Cordova with so mucli celerity that ho 
effectually surprised his enemies as ho had intended. Ills 
host poured over the land as doth a tempest of thunder and 
lightning, carrying desolation into the hearts of all they 
met, and sweeping the fruitful fields to destruction in the 
lapse of but a few hours. At the same time Aben Ismail 
dispatched his general Amir Ben Lchoiui to tho territory of 
Jaen, where that leader occupied several cities, and among 
others that of TJbeda, of which King Ismail Ben Dylnoun 
made him Wall, as he did of Santaberia on the frontier of 
Saragossa. 

In like manner the G-eneral Hariz Ben Alliakom took tho 
city of Cordova, which ho entered by surprise, and having'^ 
done so, he proceeded with another body of cavalry to Medina 
Azarah, the Alcazars of which he occupied with hut slight 
resistance, seeing that the few soldiers by whom they were 
guarded were easily overcome. There was nevertheless a 
most sanguinary conflict maintained within the courts of 
the royal palace, where the African guard, who defended 
the same, fought with desperate bravery, making unheard of 
efforts to save the Infant*" Serag-Daula, son of Aben Abed, 
Kmg of Seville, a youth in the first flower of his days, who 
was then at Medina Azahra. But in the struggle between 
those who desired to take him prisoner and the guards who 
laboured to -retain him within their ranks, the prince un- 
happily received a mortal wound, of which he instantly 
expired. The general Hariz Ben Alhakem then returned 
to Cordova ; but first he caused the head of the slain prince 
to be cut off, and having placed it on the point of a lance, 
he commanded his people to bear it through the streets of 
the city: those thus commissioned being furthermore in- 
structed to cry as they went, ‘‘Behold the vengeance of 
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Allah! A ijrout aiul fearful Aveu<;eiMs tlie Lonlour OtRir'’ 
so (lid Hari'/s lieu Alhakem bolieve lunist’lf justilied in 
destwing the deseeiulauiB of liiiu wlu^ had so Ireaeherousiy 
brought ruiu tui the house of liis master, ihe good Muluuniul 
tJehvar ; even the sons of A hen Abed, King of Se\illL\ 

The grtRit body of tlio King of Toledo’s army had inean- 
^vhilc not mado halt, but had proceeded to fc?ovilIe itself, 
which they also took without resistance, bt'caust' the forces 
of Ahen Abed were distributed through tho territories 
of Jacn, Malaga, and Algozira; seeing that in all Ihoso 
districts ho was engaged m warfare cither of defimee or 
attack, to the last of which his house had lately proved 
itself but too well inclined. The sole resistance attempted 
against the troops of Ismail Bon Bylnoun was in tho 
entrance to the AJeazar of (Seville, w^hich was well defended 
by tho royal guards. But all these troops were eventually 
cut to pieces, when the riches which Aben Abed had amassed 
in that palace were divided by Almamnn Ismael Ben Dyl- 
noun among his troops and allies ; oven the liareem of the 
King Aben Abed was not respected. 

The General Ilariz Ben Alhakcm was now appointed 
!N*aib, or lieutenant of tho King Almamim of Toledo m the 
city of Cordova, while tho king himself remained in Seville, 
where he abode during the six months next following. At 
the end of that time, Aben Abed, who had meanwhile 
assembled his scattered power, came with a great host before 
the city, having taken a solemn oath to recover the pos- 
session thereof or die in the attempt. 

"While Ahen Abed thus held the glace besieged, Almamun 
fell sick, and his malady increased in such sort that he per- 
ceived the end of his days and of all his glorious undertakings 
to be fast approaching. He then declared his son Yahye 
Alcadir Bila to be his successor ; but as that pringe was still 
very young. King Almamtln appointed Hariz Ben Alhakem 
Ben Okeisa, with other Walies in whom he placed confidence, 
to be the guardians and tutors of the youth. He likewise 
ioined his friend and ally the King of Gallicia in that trust, 
being well assured of the loyalty and good faith of that 
monarch, and of the afiection which he bore to himself and 
his house. 
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These dispositions made, Almamiin disposed himself to 
appear “before his Creator, and as the King of Seville, Ahen 
Abed, made his way through the city gates, Ismail Ben 
Bylnoiui of Toledo departed from life, — an event which took 
placo in Dylcada of the year 469.'''* 

Now the “Walics and generals of the Toledan Icing did 
not make known the death of their lord, but fearing lest 
their troops might be discouraged by tlio light of the loss 
they had sustained, they continued to defend the city in the 
name of that sovereign with equal bravery and ability ; yet 
they were eventually compelled to yiold to tlie determination 
and valour of Aben Abed and his forces, who wore aided by 
the inhabitants of fc^eville, those last labouring for their 
sovereign in every manner that they could devise. The 
Toledan generals maintained the most perfect order never- 
theless, and leaving the city by two of its gates with their 
munitions of war, made their w’ay through the camp of Ahen 
Abed, wiio was meanwhile entering triumphantly into Seville 
by a different quarter ; but ho did not remain therein beyond 
the moment needful for the security of his position, when 
he left in all haste to pursue the retreating Toledans and 
their allies. 

The general Hariz Ben Alhahem meanwhile did not 
abandon Cordova, but remained there as JSTaib of the young 
King Alcadir Tahye Ben Bylnoun, confiding to a certain 
extent in his old and friendly relations witli the inhabitants, 
and hoping to preserve the city from the hands of the 
Sevillians, but being also flattered, as it is said, by some of his 
partizans, who had inspired him with the hope that he 
might himself be proclaimed sovereign of that state. If 
that hope was entertained, it is certain that no long time was 
suffered to elapse before it was effectually destroyed : Aben 
Abed sunT)unded the city with his troops, and gave the 
general Hariz to know that he would never raise the siege 
until he had reduced the place to his obedience. Many 
assaults were given and repulsed, the defenders making 
frequent sallies on the camp of the besiegiog troops, in 

* Other writers give the previous year as that of this King’s death.— 
CondS, 
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whose ranks ilu'} suaile noitihle ha\oc, Bui llnriz Bon 
Alhakeiu Hitnu ]<i*jvei\ed ihat ho ooiihl no1» ooiitido in tho 
inhahitants tn i’ordo\(nas ho hml lumped, seeing that they 
W“oro di\iik‘d into nunierou.s jmrlios; ho tiu‘rolore loft the 
oily by ono gate jis Alaai Ahod ontoroil it hyanothor. The 
king in nor^t^u iiunnuiiaioly pursued him ou Iioraeback, and 
an lliiri/. naw not willing to ght‘ himsidf the appoaraneo of 
flying ill disorder, h<‘ had net gainod a suflicient distance to 
securo his saftUy ; w horotoro ho was tn ortakeu by Abou Abed, 
whoso altoution was IKotl on no oihor than himself. The 
King of Soville was lu'^ ortholoss awaro that hla horse being 
woariod <‘(Uihl prtJoeod but little further, and fearing lest 
his ononi\ sboulrl ou*ti ytd oscapo him, he throw his lance 
with a d’oxloriij only oquallod by the force of the blow, 
which piiuvod Iho htulv of Hariz from his backtoliis breast, 
when that gouoral foil dead from his horse. The enraged 
king thou emnmandod his people to affix the dead loader to 
a stako, on which, for tho greater ignominy, ho had also 
caused a tlog io bo iinpalod, and that stake ho ordered the 
cxecutioiu‘rs io plant on the Bridge of Cordova. 

llariz Bon Alliakom loft a son called Ahmed, who was 
highly favoured and ludd in muclx honour by the King of 
Toledo, Alcadir Yahyo Ben Dylnoun; that monarch con- 
ferred ou hitu the Aleaidia of Oalatravo, an office w’hcrein 
Ahmed Bon Harijr. distinguished himself by the most signal 
services to his master, giving repeated proofs of his fidelity, 
as wo shall hen*aftcr have occasion to observe. 

By the intrigues of Aben Omar, the A^izier of Murbiter, 
Abu Iza Lobouu Ben Jicboun was induced to leave the 
service of tho youthful King of Toledo, to whose father, 
Almamun Btm isiuail, he had been a most true and loyal 
servant. Xay, tlie wily Omar found means to cause so 
much enmity between Alcadir Yahye, King of Toledo, and 
the ancient friend of his father, that the latter abandoned 
the country, repairing wdih his two brothers, Abu Muhamad 
Abdallah and Waheb Ben Leboun Abu Jiaji,to Seville, where 
they were receiv<)d with much favour by the King Aben Abed, 
who offered them Cadiazgas or governments m hxs states in 
exchange for those they had resigned in the territories of 
the Toledan Monarch. This was in the year 469, and m 
the same year Abu Iza Ben Leboun died at Seville. His 
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younger brother, Wabeb Ben Leboun, remained in the 
service of the Sevillian King. 

Ah on Omar also incited the Wali of Xelba, Abdelmelic 
Almudafar, son of Abdclaziz, to attempt the recovery of his 
stato of Yalencia, from which he had been deposed by Ismail 
Abnamnn Ben Dylhoun, in the year 436, as we have related 
in its place. And in that attempt Abdelmelic succeeded, 
but did not long survive his restoration to the throne. He 
confirmed the Walies who had been of his party in their 
tenancies, gave Conca to Said Ben Alferag, placed Walics 
who enjoyed Ins confidence in Liria, Xelba, and Gandia, and 
declared his son, Abu Becar, his successor. All this took 
place in the year 470. 

When Aben Abed, King of Seville, had recovered his 
Andalusian states, which he had been enabled to do princi- 
pally because his general, Aben Omar, had found means to 
keep the southern part of Spain involved in perpetual dis- 
cords, excited by his treacherous arts, the restored sove- 
reign summoned his zealous servant to the capital, when ho 
made him his Yizier, entrusting him some time afterwards 
with the conquest of Murcia, which territory Aben Abed 
had long desired to subjugate. 

Aben Omar thereupon assembled a carefully chosen body 
of troops, with which he successively occupied the cities of 
Alicant and Carthagena, Lorca, and Auriola. He was ably 
assisted throughout the campaign by Abdallah Ben Kaxic, 
Alcayde of the fortress of B^ag, who, when he heard that 
Aben Omar was about to pass by his castle, went forth to 
the distance of two milesuto offer him his dwelling, and such 
slight convenience as he could therein enjoy. Aben Omar 
accepted the offers of Abdallah, and passed a night with 
him, when he held much discourse with that brave and ex- 
perienced general in relation to the best means for compell- 
ing the city of Murcia to surrender, and for securing the 
conquest of the country. They furthermore considered the 
most effectual methods for obtaining possession of certain 
fortresses and towns by which the capital was either de-^ 
fended or furnished with supplies, and in the discussion of 
all these subjects the prudence and valour of Ahdallah Ben 
Kaxic were alike rendered manifest to Aben Omar, who 
made him so many great offers and flattering promises on 
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tlio part of liis lord, Abeu Abed, Kin^ of Seville, that 
Abdallah could uot refuse to accompany the liost of Omar, 
■vvho afiected a determination to do nothing; without 
having first ascertained his opinion. The}’’ thus jiroccedod 
in company to JMureia, of which they cut up the Oomarcas, 
and the city itself they closely besieged. 

Now Murcia was well defended by Abdorahman Eon 
Taher, the son of that illustrious "Wali, Abu Bccar Mu- 
bumad Ben Tabor, Governor of the land of Tadniir, which 
he had maintained in justice, peace, and tranquillity through 
all the troubles of the Civil War, remaining contentedly 
under tbo shelter and protection of Zohair the Sclavonian, 
and never aspiring to the sovereignty, or desiring any other 
title than that of Muthalim, or the Reconciler of Diffe- 
rences, although his great riches and numerous partizans 
might have supplied him with abundantly sufficient means 
and opportunities for exalting himself to independent empire^ 
had he been disposed to make the attempt. This excellent 
ruler had lived to tho ago of ninety, and after his death, 
which took place in the year 457, his son Abderahman 
continued to govern the country with a moderation in aU 
respects equal to that exhibited by his father. 

The siege being unusually prolonged, Abcn Omar was 
compelled to depart for Seville, when he confided the com- 
mand of his troops to the General Abdallah Ben Raxic, who 
succeeded, after many assaults and much hard fighting, in 
obtaining possession of tho fortress of Mula, by the occu- 
pation of which he was enabled to cut off the supply of 
provisions which had previously been brought into the city 
ireely, under cover of those defences. 

The privations which then ensued soon caused the in- 
habitants to murmur, and they compelled Abderahman 
to tiirn his thoughts tow'ards the best conditions he could 
obtain for the surrender of the town. The Wali thereupon 
gave the citizens a promise to tho effect that if within 
twenty days he did not receive succour from Toledo, as he 
hoped to do, he would then resign the city on such con- 
ditions as he should be able to procure. 

* Muthalim were perhaps more effectually rendered hy the word 
“Redeemer,” but we do not use the latter in this place, for obvious 
reasons.— 
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Tbe Q-eneral Abdallah Ben Eaxic having sent an account 
of the progress of the siege of Seville, Aben Omar returned 
with new troops When he arrived within sight of the 
city, the inhabitants of Murcia, who recognized the cavalry 
of Cordova and Seville, departed from their obedience to 
Abderahman, and unmindful of the compact they had made 
to await the lapse of the days agreed on, they threw open 
the gates and poured forth from the same, proclaiming Aben 
Abed, E!ing of Seville, to be their lord and ruler. 

The Alcaide AbenTaher, hearing the popular commotion, 
sought refuge in the mosque, when ho was taken to the fort of 
Montacute, where he remained imprisoned until released by 
the intervention of Abu Becar, son of Abdelmalec Ben 
Abdelaziz, Lord of Valencia 

Aben Basic lost no time meanwhile in occupying the 
gates of the city, and taking the inconstant populace at 
their word, Aben Omar also entered Murcia without delay, 
and the city having sworn allegiance to Aben Abed, the 
Chotba was made for him that same day in the great mosque. 
This conquest of Murcia by Aben Omar took place in the 
year 471. 

In that same year Aben Abed, King of Seville, gave the 
government of Lorca to Abu Muhamad Abdallah Ben 
Leboun, who was subsequently seized with the vain desire 
of calling himself king He then appointed his kinsman, 
Abul Hassan Ben Elija, to be his vizier ; and this Abul 
Hassan, who was accounted among the best generals of his 
time, eventually became the successor of Abdallah Ben 
Leboun in the governmejit of Lorca. 

How the King Aben' Abed, fearing lest the Toledans 
should make au attack, on the territory of Murcia gave 
the government of that city to his Vizier Aben Omar, whom 
he furthermore entrusted with an embassy to the King of 
Q-allicia, the object of which was to detach that sovereign 
from his friendship with the King of Toledo. He further- 
more gave Aben Omar a similar mission to his former ally 
the Lord of Barcelona, requesting that he also would hold 
himself ready to come to his aid in the event of that which 
he feared occurring. 

On the journey which he undertook by virtue of these 
commands, Aben Omar visited his old friend Alinufcemem 
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II ml sou «>f Almuctudir, King of Saragossa: of all 
ilmso iiiibsionH lu^ ai'qiiitiod himself oxeoedingly well, Ahen 
Omar knouiug porfially hmv to adapt liimaolf to the tastes 
of the various priuoos w’ilh whom he had to treat of politics, 
and llmhiig moans to iu>itui!ile himself into the favour of all, 
hr hi.s erad, hy ihe stii'eituis eloquence of his persuasions, 
ami i>y the eh»gimee ol the poetical eHusious, wherewith ho 
delighted mucIi of those ruliTs as he perceived to have suffi- 
cient^ cuUi^alion of taste to appreciate their beauties. The 
■\Vuli(*s and principal Alcaydes of the kingdom were nover- 
tludess often heanl to murmur at the greatness of Omar, 
and to ctaisiire the uiiboimded confidence which the king 
reposeil in this man, who u as declared to obtain immense 
advantages for himself from every mission w'lth which lie 
was entrusted, and vhom they furthermore accused of 
regarding nothing hut his own personal interest, in whatever 
matter he treated. 

j\i this time King Aben Abed, the Sevillian, was making 
crutd war on Aluhamad, King of Malaga, x^hoso cities he 
occupied, and whom he defeated x\ith great loss before Eaza, 
a city belonging to the King of Granada, which Abcn Abed 
alsi» took, King I\ruhamacl was on the point of passing 
over into Africa for tlu‘ purpose of there assembling a strong 
body of troops, xvhon he was seized with fever, as some relate, 
arul died from the violence of that malady ; but others affirm 
that ho expired suddenly wdien about to come forth from his 
bath. 

Muhamad, King Mtilaga, left eight sons, tlie eldest of 
wdiom, Alsim Almustali, was Governor of Algeria, and suc- 
ceeded luH father in tlio kingdom * but he lost the sove- 
reignty some few years after, seeing that Absn Abed, King 
of Htjville, did not* give liim one instant of repose until he 
hail fenced from his luinda the cities of Malaga ant^ Algezira, 
comptdhng Alsitu Bt‘U iluliamad to pass over into Africa 
with all hiK*family. 

These conqut^st.s wi^e made by Aben Abed in the year of 
the Ht»gira 4712 ; in Unit same year there was a great trem- 
bling of the earth, whicdi was such that the sons of men had 
seen nothing that, could justly be compared with it. This 
earthquake (Icsti'oycil many buildings, and a very large 
number of persons peri'^hed beneath the ruins of the same. 
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Mosqtics, Domes, and Alaiin’bares, 'were cast to tlio ground; 
and these fearful convulsions did not cease to afflict tho 
■world, day and night, from the first day of Eehie Primera 
to the last of Qiumada Segunda in tho ahovc-named year. 

In the Moon of Dylcada of that same year the people of 
Toledo broke forth in rebellion against their King, Alcadir 
Ben Dylnoun. They put many oVhis Viziers to death, and 
slew the greater part of his guard ; whereupon Aleadir left 
the city with his family, and fled to the Portress of Cunoca on 
the borders of Valencia, the -wildest and most inaccessible 
portion of his states. 


CBAP vni.— Treaty between aben abed, king oe settdde, and 

AIEONSO, KINO OE OAIDICIA. ADEONSO ENTERS THE KINODOAT OE 
TOLEDO, BYT RETIRES BEEORE THE KINO OF BADAJOZ, WHO DIES 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER, TOLEDO IS TAKEN. DEATH OE OMAR, 

Tun insatiable ambition of Aben Abod could now find no 
repose but in the undertaking of new conquests, and tho 
obtaining of yet more exalted triumphs. Ho sent his Vizier 
Aben Omar a second time with an embassy to Alfonso Bon 
Perdeland, King of Gallicia, inciting that Infidel to fall on 
the territories of Moslemah rulers. 

Abu Becar, Lord of Valencia, and the General Ahon 
Baxic, murmured greatly at these negociations with the 
Christian king, which they declared to he undertaken -with- 
out regard to the laws oi God or the dictates of conscience ; 
and they added that the King of Seville would end by 
sacrificing to his ambition not only tho towns and people of 
Islam, hut^his own family ; also the treacherous Aben Omar 
was entrusted with unlimited powers to contract that shame- 
ful aUianc© with Alfonso, to say nothing of the vast sums 
of money which that embassy could not fail to cost. But 
in the eyes of God all the riches of the world have no more 
value than the wing of a fly. 

On that occasion Aben Omar received, as a present from 
the Gallician King Alfonso, two precious rings formed of 
emeralds, the value whereof was as that of cities and castles. 
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Nay,tlie worlimansliip of which, to saynothing of tlie gold, was 
thought a full equivalent for the cities, the tears, and the hlood : 
Allah alone can appreciate these things. At a word, Alfonso 
Ben Ifordeland was induced hy Abon Omar to enter into a 
secret treaty with Ahen Ahccl, King of Seville, and for- 
getting the generous hospitality which he had received in 
Toledo from its king, Almamun, father of Alcadir Tahye, 
he declared himself the enemy of the latter: perfidiously 
disregarding the alliance he had sworn to mamtain with 
-Vlcadir Ben Dylnoun and his house, he now^ fell on the 
frontiers of tlie kingdom, cutting up the cultivated fields, 
laying waste the towns, driving off the flocks, and carrying 
^tlie unhappy inhabitants into captivity. All this was done 
to promote the evil intentions of Ahen Abed, King of {Seville, 
"who was thus enabled to desolate Andalusia wuth a cruel 
warfixre at his leisure, which he did with free and imem- 
harrassod hands, while his Christian ally was ravaging the 
homes of the Moslemah as hath been said. Thus did Ahen 
Abed persist in extending his states and raising the lofty 
towers of his ambition upon the ruins of all other Moslemah 
princes. 

The King of Saragossa, even Abed Abu Griafar Almanzor 
Almuctadir Billah, was meanwhile preparing diligently to 
march in aid of Alcadir Tahye ; hut the inimical Bates cut 
short his glorious steps, and he died before he could accom- 
jilish that laudable purpose. The decease of Ahmed Abu 
Griafar Almanzor took place in the year 474, when he 
departed to receive that eternal rest which was the due 
reward of his labours in this world. His son, Jusuf Ahu 
Amer Almiitamen, was proclaimea in liis place, and the 
people of Saragossa swore qbedience to his will in the moon 
of Giumada Primera of that year. 

This jirince found himself involved in perpetual wars on 
his frontiers. Ho proved his valour and the ardour of his 
zeal for Islam in the terrible battles of Lerida and Huesca, 
whore, with forty thousand men, he gave to the sight of 
the sun the most horrible spectacle that can he presented by 
the fierce children of war, seeing that in a few short hours 
he caused the streams of the Hersera and the Ziuga to 
overflow with the blood of the slain. 

The oppressed King, Tahye of Toledo, now sent his 

von. II. 0 
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laexiicagorR to the King of Baihijox, even Ttihyo Ben ^-VlnfiaH, 
failed j:UiuaiiKor, entreating him to como to Ida md and be Ida 
">roteetor, when that noble aoveroigu congregated Ida Aleaidea 
^irithont delay, and, accompanied by a aeleet body of iwalry, 

' Toased with hasty marclies the plains that aro waten'd by the 
oaiadiaua and the Tagus, The fame of lus arrival alone 
safficed to compel Alibuso Ben Bcrdcland of Gallieia to 
break up his camp and rcium to his homo; but ho laid 
aato and destroyed the whole land as he passed, carrying 
off tho unfortunate dwellers in the same, with their Hocks 
and other possessions. By the opportune aid thus alfordcd 
io the King of Toledo, and the glorious victoiy obtanmd by 
bhe more sound of his approach, the King Alaftas fully proved 
himself to merit the august title, Aliuanzor, with which Ids 
])ooplo had endowed him, and, well content with tlie result, 
ho returned to Ids own frontiers. 

The King Tahyo Alaftas then entered Merida witli Ids 
ibrccs, and was there reposing from the fatigues of tho 
march, whou Death, who so ruthlessly cuts short all the 
lolights of this world, disappointing and rendering nugatory 
^ho very fairest hopes, fell upon him with unexpected haste, 
skii translated him thence to the Alcazars and eternal 
dwellings of the after-life. 

The people of Ben Alaftas mourned his loss, beoauao ho 
was a good king, and all tho more did they lament him since 
he had not left them the consolation of a successor' chosen 
by ba voice. Under these circumstances, therefore, the 
voungcr brother of Almanzor, Muhamad Omar Almotuakil,* 
'v/aii placed on the throne, lie was then in Zabore, which 
\vas his appanage, but finding that tho sovereignty of tho 
whole Algarve was now united in his person, Muhamad 
-Omar instantly repaired to Badajoz, leaving Zabora and its 
'Oomarcas to the government of bis son Alabas Abeu Omar, 
iving Omar Almetiiakil was a judicious and very learned 
man; in his youth he had distinguished Hmself by the 
most brilliant valour in war, and was no less remarkable for 
the humanity and justice with which he had governed those 
-committed to his care in time of peace. And as he had 
given his Waliate of Zabora to his elder son, Alabas Aben 


*• ITortunato conqueror and protector. 
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Omar, so did ho now confer that of Merida on his younger son, 
Alfadal Abon Omar. This prince, who was a just and 
moderate ruler, carefully imitated the virtues of his father, 
Muhamad Omar, andhis brother Alabas, — all threebeing noble 
sovereigns, and worthy of a better fate than that which had 
been inscribed for them on the indelible tablets of destiny. 

■While Alfonso Ben Eerdeland, King of the Christians, 
had thus been making a devastating war against Toledo and 
its king, Aleadir Tahye, the King of Seville, even Muhamad 
Bon Muhamad Aben Ismail Aben Abed, had by that means 
found leisure to extend his dominions widely in the direction 
of Jaon, and among other places had obtained possession of 
IJbcda, Baeza and Maxtos. He now, therefore, conferred 
the government of Seville on His eldest son, Obeidallali 
Araxid, called the Cadi, because he held the charge of 
Oadilcoda in the Mexuar or council of that city. Obei^* 
dallah Araxid was a singularly erudite prince, and a great 
poet as well as accomplished musician : he sounded the lute 
and other instruments to admiration, and sang his own 
compositions with a voice of wonderful beauty. On each 
Thursday of the year he invited the Alfakis and learned 
men, with all of distinguished genius, to hia house, whore he 
entertained them splendidly. To his father, Aben Abed, 
ho gave no loss than forty-seven grandsons, the children of 
his various wives. His Prefect of Justice, or Cadilcoda, was 
the Paki of the Mexuar, Abu Muhamad Abdallah Ben Q-ebir 
Lahmi, and when that wise man departed ‘this life, Obei- 
dallah Arraxid gave the prefecture to Abul Oasim Ahmeds 
Bon Mantur .Mkisi, He likewise, conferred the govern- 
ment of Algezira Alhadra on his son Xezid Ben Muhamad 
Arradi, who was called Abu Chalid. This Prince Tezid was 
the twin-brother* of Abed Alfctah and Obeidallah Almoated, 
or rather, ho was one of three, for tho consort of Obeidallah 
Arraxid, who W'as called Otamida, had presented him with 
all those three sons at one birth. He had, indeed, also had 
another son, who was the child of the same mother, and 
eldest of all his children; he was called Abed Serag Dola, 


* The onginfll is hfere^ one of three^ and not Oemelo^ twin ; 

hutras^wB have na exact equivalent for MelHzo, tho passage has been, 
rendeired by* a slight paraphrase, ^s above.T-TB. 
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but that youth had died fighting at l\rediiia Azahra, iu the 
year 409. 

3?rom consideration for the mother of those princes, Ohei- 
dallah Arraxid had bestowed imnicuso revenues on his son 
Tezid Ben Muhamad Arradi, whom ho also made his Rowt, 
or private secretary, Arradi being very learned and a pro- 
found astrologer, having studied the works of the wise 
Cadi, Abi Bcear Ben Altaib, with great care, iogothcr with 
all the chief writers of the school of Abi Bon Hazin 1\ihori. 
Prince Yezid was, inoroovei*, the best poet of all the Abede^s, 
his father, Obeidallah Arraxid, alone exeexited, to whom ho 
gave seven grandsons, notwithstanding this his groat de- 
votion to the sciences. As the instructors of these children, 
the Prince Yezid Arradi established in Seville the accom- 
plished Abu Abdallali Male Ben Wahob and Abed Ilassen 
Ben Albadsir, who was a man of no less distinction. 

About ibis time the government of Malaga was conferred 
on the brave General Zagut, and that of TTbeda on Zagi Ben 
Lehoun of Murhiter. The Princes Almamun Abed Nascr 
Alfelah and Alhakom Mugehed, called Dothir-JDola Abul 
Makerim, were^ placed over Cordova; but the latter con- 
stantly made liis abode at Medina Azahra. 

ISTow the persistence with which Alfonso Ben Perdeland 
came twice in every year to make incursions on the territory 
of Toledo, had completely devastated the towns and laid 
waste the fields of that district, insomuch that in the third 
year the land was found to be totally impoverished and its 
inhabitants ruined. After these years of perpetual deso- 
lation Alfonso completai the mission which the King of 
Seville and his minister, the wicked Aben Omar, had confided 
to him, by laying siege to the capital, even Toledo itself. 
The King, Yaliye Ben Almamun, who was better versed in 
the sportive vreapons and pleasures of peace than the rugged 
arms and stratagems of war, neither could nor would defend 
himself, nor did he once dare to sally forth against his 
enemies or meet them in the open field He wrote, on the 
other hand, very pressing letters to the Eng of jBadajoz, 
with repeated and most earnest prayers for aid; whereupon 
that monarch sent him his son, the Prince Alfadal, Wall of 
Merida, but the assistance he brought proved of no avail, 
because the tyrant Alfonso had so completely destroyed the 
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lowna, wliicli lie luid for the most part laid in ashes, and so 
thoroughly devastated the fields, from which he had cut the 
growing crops, that the capital could no longer obtain 
supplies : such of its inhabitants as remained in life had 
been eoinpolled to desist from the attempt to defend them- 
selves, unable to endure the privations under which they 
had long boon suflering from these grievous circumstances, 
■while the forces brought by their ally could not prevail to 
release them from the pow^erful enemy hy whose troops they 
were constantly surrounded. Thus, after many hardly- 
fought battles, in which Alfadal saw the llow^er of his 
cavalry perish, that prince returned to Merida. 

When the hope they had trusted in was thus proved vain, 
the Cadi Abu Walid of Beja declared to the inhabitants of 
Toledo that the rum of the state was irremediable. “The 
kingdom in whose Chiefs there is not the principle of unity, 
and whose Captains are of opposite minds,” said Abu Walid 
to the citizens, “however powerful it may be in fact, must 
perish as doth the -wicked, and shall soon find its end; 
tremble, therefore, lest this King Alfonso should cause you 
to perish miserably, even to the last man. 

Then the people of Toledo, clearly perceiving that no 
redemption was coming to them from any quarter, ■while 
they W'orc dying of hunger, advised their king, Yahye Ben 
Almamun, to negociato conditions of peace with Alfonso, 
and even to offer himself as that monarch’s tributary- But 
the tyrant Infidel would grant no conditions, and demanded 
the immediate surrender of the city. Very deep and heavy 
was thou the grief of the noble Moslemah. They deter- 
mined to die in the defence of thair liberty and the walls of 
their home : but the people rose in rebellion when this resolve 
-was made knowm; unable to endure their sufferings, the 
multitude insisted on the surrender of the place and resigned 
themselves to their inevitable fate. The moremoble of the 
citizens found means to ohtam at length such conditions as 
they had ceased to hope for ; when the mighty and ancient 
city of Toledo was resigned to its foes. 

The conqueror had solemnly promised that “ the lives of 
the inhabitants should he respected, and their possessions 
secured to thorn in peaceful and quiet enjoyment; that no 
mosque should be profaned, nor should the people he 
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flistiirbccl in tlio public cxcroises of their reli^^-ion. Tlio 
Moslenmn Cadies -were to be retained in their ofliees, and 
all ailairs were to be judg:od and rep^ukted as they had 
heretofore been ; decided, that is to say, aeeordinf}^ to the 
Moslcniah laws. Every man was, furthermore, io remain 
freely in Toledo, or bo at liberty to depart and fix his iibode 
elsewhere at his pleasure.” 

All tlieso conditions were sip;ncd by Alfonso Ben Berdc- 
land and his principal generals, when the Christian king 
made his entry into the city of Toledo, — an event which took 
place in the moon of Mnharram, in the year 478 King 
Tahye, with his principal cavaliers, then went forih from 
tliG gates and proceeded to Valencia, taking with him the 
most precious of his treasures. And so was lost thati illus- 
trious city, and thus ended the kingdom of Toledo, to tho 
great sorrow of all who remained faithful to Islam. 

It was also in that unhappy year of 478 that tlie illustrious 
King of Saragossa, Jusiif Almutamen, a truly noble defender 
'of the faith, departed to the mercy of Allah. Ilo died at 
Saragossa, and was succeeded by his son, Ahmed Abu 
Giafar Ben Hud, who was called Almustain Billah, — a man 
of singular virtues, as well as more than common ability. 

Now it was not possible that tho author of all these 
unfortunate events, Aben Omar, should be suffered peaceably 
to enjoy tho fruit of his perfidious negociations with the 
enemies of the faith ; all the Alcaides of Spain abhorred 
him, and many were labouring to secure his downfall. 

The General Abdallah Eaxid accused him of holding all 
the castles and strongholds of the frontiers at his command, 
by means of Alcaides wlfo were either of his family or sold 
to his interest ; and as this charge was perfectly well founded, 
the conduct of Ahon Omar began to awaken suspicion in 
the mind of his lord, the King Aben Abed, and the latter 
sent orders 'to the effect that his hitherto trusted confidant 
should be taken prisoner. But Aben Omar received timely 
intimation of this resolve, from his partizans, and fled, first 
to Murcia, whence he passed into Valencia. Yet, becoming 
suspicious of the rulers of both cities, who had little reason to 
he satisfied with his proceedings, he departed jfrom the latter 
city also, r^airin^ finally to tho court of Alfonso Ben 
Eerdeland, King of Gallicia, who was then at Toledo. 
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^The iriiUar \va« iu the first instance -u'-oll received by 
Kin" Airoust>,\vho hoped to make further use of his services 
in the ennqucsts which ho was meditating; but Abdallah 
Abeu^ UiLvie, and other Alcaides of the fallen favoiirite*s 
enemies, found lueans to inspire the Christian sovereign 
witli so much distrust of the crafty Omar, that he one day 
said to him in his own language : — “ Thou, oh Abon Omar, 
thou rmnindeat me of a tlnof, who, having stolon the fruits 
of his own dishonesty, can but keep those treasures until 
others come in their turn to steal them from him,” 

These words filled the treacherous fugitive with fear and 
suspicions ; he once more took flight, and now sought 
refuge in kSaragoasa. There ho entered the service of Abu 
Amor Jusuf Almutamon, w'ho treated him with much dis- 
tinction, and confided to his care certain matters of intrigue 
relating to tlio acquisition of fortresses on the frontiers of 
Valencia and Murcia. In these ncgociations, therefore, 
Abcui Omar was furnished with a congenial occupation, 
deceiving witli his perfidious treacheries the incautious men 
who trusted him, and niisloading whomever he could per- 
suade to lend him ear. 

Tlu^ King of Idcvillo, Aben Abed, was meanwhilo appre- 
hensive loht the secrets of his various intrigues, and the 
negociationa into which he had so frequently entered with 
the foes of Islam, should bo made known to his enemies 
by Aben dinar ; he therefore charged his grandson, the 
Prince Yezid Arnidi, to take such measures as should 
secure his capture. And this was at length accomplished 
by the icaros of Abu Pecar Ben Abdelaziz of Valencia, 
whom Aben Omar had deceived “with respect to the castle 
of Jumilla, which is now in the govornraent of Murcia, but 
was previously in that of Valencia, where the traitorous 
Omar was held iu abhorrence by great and small. Abu 
Becar therefore hired numerous spies, who kept km minutely 
informed of ev<»ry step taken by Omar, making known to 
their employer the places appointed for his sleeping, as well 
as those of his mid-day rest, whenever he made the slightest 
movement. Having thus ascertamed that on a certain 
nigiit the common betrayer was to pass the hours of sleep 
at Xecura, that place was beset by those who were in the 
confidence of Omar’s enemies, by whom the latter was made 
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prisoner ; an event which took place six days before the close 
of the moon of Eabie Primora, The iiitaiit Prince Yezid 
was tiien lufonued of his capture, and re])aired to Xeeura 
accordingly, where he made the necessary dispositions for 
his safe removal ; thus, being first loaded with chains, Abon 
Oiuar was earned, under a strong guard, to Cordova. 

Through whatever place the captive passed he was assailed 
with insults by the populace, and even Abu Becar Ben 
aV.bdelaziz condescended so far as to despatch a certain 
Jew, renowTied for the swiftness of his course, after the 
prisoner, wdth a copy of verses which he had made against 
him. Those, then, the Jew’ delivered to the unhappy Abon 
Omar at Caria Jumin, wdicro it was that he overtook the 
cavalcade, in the midst of which tlio late powerful minisier 
was led bound. 

And now’, as the ruined man proceeded on his way, he 
wrote the most submissive petitions to tho Kmg Abew. 
Abed, sending others to the Infant Obeidallah Arraxid also, 
and entreating that prince to intercede for him with his 
father, w’ho, as he greatly feared, would no sooner hoar of 
his arrival than he would command him to be put to death. 
In these last-mentioned letters Abon Omar said : — 

‘‘ 1 know the right which Aben Abed has to my blood, 
and this gives me fear; but I also believe that ho cannot 
have forgotten my services, nor torn from his heart the 
affection and confidence which I certainly haviy deserved at 
his hands. On these, then, do I found niy hopes.”* 

Tlie prisoner arrived in Cordova on a Juma which was 
the sixth day of the moon Ecgeb, where he was permitted 
to remain for repose butane night, and was even then still 
kept loaded with his chains. On the following day he was 
taken forth and conveyed to Seville, seated on an ass, and 
surrounded by a liuge number of guards on foot and horse- 
back. The’ cavaliers who commanded the escort are said by 
some w’nters to have worn black armour and clothing ; they 
are fimtherinore reported to have awaited the arrival of 
night before entering Seville 5 but others inform us that 

* Tlua passage is in tlio Arabic at once so elegant and so concise, that 
I have not been able to render it in a manner which does justice to the 
original, — CondS. 
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ihoy made thoir entry ^vith thorn prisoner some short time 
allor luul-day ; and these add, that a vast body of people 
came forth to j:raze on tho once great man in his distress, 
wluMi the populace met him v^ith insults, and rejoiced aloud 
in his downiuIL lie was linally taken to the royal palace 
and eoniiued in a dark retmod apartiueut, of which Ahen Abed 
himself retained tho keys. “ The guard who had brought 
him to the city,’* according to certain of the ancient autho- 
rities, liad no sooner resigned tlieir charge into the hands 
of those belonging to the palace than they retired to make 
tlie prayer of Alazar,** and olibred their thanksgiving in the 
mos(|uo while still in their black armour and clothing.” 

During tlio course of that same night, Aben Omar re- 
qiu'sted that a light, with paper and ink, might be brought 
to him, when he was furnished witlx tho means of writing, 
and, in efiect, ho WTote some well-expressed and elegant 
Torses to the king, which ho sent by means of tlie Infant 
Amiid, and wherein ho said: “1 know, my Lord, the right 
which thou dost liold to my life, but T confide in the love 
which must still romaiu for me in thy heart, since none can 
know the loyalty of my service to thee as thou dost know it, nor 
can any other man divine tho zoal with which 1 have laboured 
m thy ludinlf.” To these lines King Aben Abed replied in 
verses of the same measure, which he wrote on the reverse 
of the paper sent him by Aben Omar, and wherein he said: 
“Evil are the times which the Eates are announcing to 
Oksonoba and to Xolbe ; deep also is tbo wml, and bitter are 
tho tears that shall pour from tho eyes and heart of tliy 
hapless mother, even Semsa; profound shall be the sorrows 
of her inhoritunco and lasting the gnef of her age.” 

Aben Omar was visited in his prison by the Infant 
Obeidallah AiTaxid, who admired him for the brilliancy of 
his gonius. He likewise received tho visits of the Alimes, 
Tza Alcstad Abul llegiag and Muhamad Aben Abmed, with 
those of Abu Becar Ben Zeiduu, and other men of distinction, 
who wore yet by no moans well affected towards his interests. 
Aben Ornar had at first believed that the king was some- 
wliat moved hy his supplications, and had even received 
intimation to the effect that his life was not to be taken; 


* Alazar: afternoon. 
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"but those visitors, who wcro his enemies, now gave Jiim io 
tmderstand that Ahon Abed had determined on his death ; 
wherefore the prisoner uttered very bitter complaints to tho 
Infant Obcidallah, and said to him : My l^ord, I now ]ier- 
ceive that my fate is determined, and the dose of my doslmy 
has become dearly manifest to me. Tho maliguinit winds 
of envy and hatred have carried down tho light airs of life 
and joy which Mnleyiia* W'as hreathing. Yesterday my 
sovereign did not propose to deprive me of life, but to-day 
ho does but estoncl my hours that ho may tho better decide 
by what mode of torment bo can put an mid to them in the 
manner most pleasing to my enemies.” 

And in effect, after this visit of tho Alimes, those men 
found moans to excite tho anger of Aben Abed so violently 
against liis captive, that he burst into tlu) apartment where 
he was confined in a fit of rage, and ^strllck off tlie head 
of Abon Omar with his own scimitar. Speaking of tliis 
matter, Abdol Gclil Ben Wahboii ailirms that there was no 
man whose oyos wore seen to shod a tear for tho departed 
statesman, nor was there a voice upraised to say, “Let 
there come a withering to tho hand of tho slayer!” Such, 
then, was the reward of tho artifices and crooked policy to 
which Aben Omar had devoted those abilities wherewith it 
had pleased Allah to endow him. His death took place at 
the commencement of the year 479. 

And now, as Aben Abed, King of Seville, percoived that 
Alfonso Ben Berdeland, not content with having obtained 
possession of Medina and Toledo, was pouring his victorious 
troops over the land, impetuous as winter floods that dosccud 
from the mountains, and as ho found, moreover, tliat the 
King of Q-allicia was occupying all tlie plains which aro 
watered by the Tagus, ho ’thought it now time to put an 
end to those aggressions, since he greatly dreaded tho 
aggrandizement of the Christian kmg, who had already 
made himself master of many towns and fortresses, such as 
Maglit,t Maquida and &uadilhijara, which ho had seized 

* Muleyna- Hope — T b. 

t Maght. Tina is considered ty some of the authorities to ho 
Madrid ; and the mention hero made of that city is behevod to bo tho 
first occurring m history. — T e. 
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■without finding any force to'resist him . He therefore wrote to 
Alfonso, requiring that he should desist from his attacks on 
the remaining territory of Toledo, and should content him- 
self with that city ; thus fulfilling the promises which he 
(Alfonso) had made to the Xing of 'Seville when they had 
formed their treaty of alliance. 

To this .the Xing of G-allicia replied that ho was stiU 
ready to perform all that he had promised, and in proof of 
this declaration ho sent Aben Abed five hundred cavaliers 
to assist him in his attempts on Granada. He furthermore 
assured his ally that ho had forgotten no part of his com- 
pact, but was prepared to march a select body of cavaliers, for 
the service of the Xing of Seville, into Andalusia ; but he 
added that 'the towns he had taken were his own and those 
of the Xing of Valencia, who was also his friend and ally. 
Xor so did llfonso now call Tahye Ben Alinamun, although 
the latter was in fact the compelled tributary and vassal of 
the Christian king. 

The body of cavalrjr thus announced did, in fact, enter 
Andalusia, all clothed *in their armour of iron; and being 
considered the auxiliaries of Aben Abed, they met no resist- 
ance, hut remained during three days before the gates of 
Seville, after which they returned to Xiduna, where the 
king then was. 

]\tuch amassed at the sight of this force, Aben Abed then 
spoke with the Christian commanders, wliom he ordered to 
return to their master, declaring that he was about to make 
peace with the. Xing of Granada, and required no further 
succours against him. But in his secret mind Aben Abed 
had already begun to meditate th8 ruin of AlfonSo Ben 
Xcrdeland. The Christians therefore returned within their 
borders, but they devastated the lands of Toledo on their 
line of march, made prey of all the flocks they could find, 
and led captive such W'omen and children as they*could get 
into their linnds- 

Aben Abed then wrote to the Xings of Granada, Almeria, 
and Algarve, proposing to them that an assembly should be 
held foi* the discussion of such matters as concerned the 
deifonce of the state and the common weal of all the Moslemah 
of Spain ; whereupon it was agreed that a congress or junta 
of Cadies shoulii ho assembled at Seville ; the Xnig of 
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Granada sending Ins Cadileoda, and the sovereign of Badajoz 
hia Cadi, Abu Isliac Ben Mokina. Abu Giaflar of Alcolia 
was the ambassador of Granada. The Vizier Abu Becar 
Moliamed arrived from Cordova with Abdallah BenZeidun ; 
Abul Walid of Bcja likewise appeared. All these Cadies 
assembled in the Aljama of Seville, where they were joined 
by the Cadi of that city. 

Now the opinion of Abu Becar Ben Adahim was expressed 
to the elfect that they should write to Jusef Ben Taxfin, 
Prince of the Almora\ides, whose name, and his conquests in 
Africa, had become highly celebrated in Spam, nor was there 
any one of the assembly who opposed himself to this opinion, 
with the sole exception of Zagut, the Wali of Malaga, who 
declared that to invite the conqueror of Mauritania into 
Spain was not advisable. He added that Jusef Ben Taxifin 
might very probably destroy the pow’er of Alfonso, but that 
ho would then almost certainly place chains on themselves 
which they might afterwards find it difficult to break. He 
declared that if they wore all of good faith and would 
cordially unite, with no other object than the true interest 
of religion, they would without doubt obtain the blessing of 
God, by whom they would be aided in the conquest of their 
common enemy, the Christian King of Gallicia, who had 
owed his aggrandisement solely to their own discord and 
divisions. The Cadi concluded by saying : “ Be united, and 
you cannot fail to be conquerors; but do not suffer the 
ancient dwellers on the sandy deserts of ALfrica to plant 
their feet on the pleasant fields of Andalusia and Valencia.” 
But this advice was not followed ; on the contrary, Zagut 
was treated as a bad Mosleman, and as one not in commu- 
nion with those of the Paith. 

The King of Seville, Aben Abed, now desiring to gain the 
good-will of the King of AJgarve, demanded the hand of a 
beautiful daughter of that sovereign in marriage, and a 
treaty of peace was formed between those monareba ; while 
Omar Ben Alaftas, King of Badajoz, was charged to write 
letters, in the name of all the Ameers of Spain represented 
in that assembly, requesting the Prince of the AJmoravides to 
pass into Spain for the purpose of restraining the pride of 
King Alfonso, who was casting thunders and lightnings 
around him, which were threatenmg the total ruin of Islam, 
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Ambassadors Avcro then appointed, ^vho were to\lS> tlie 
bearortj of those missives into the land of Mauritania. v 


CIIAP. IX.— Of the ALMoiuvroES, their -^ars in aprica 

And now, since the Almoravidca and their princes became 
mastersof Spain, it will not bo inopportune Iiere to give a short 
notice of 1 bat Moorish people, with a sketch of the origin of 
tlioir most famous conquests ; which were, in fact, the cause of 
tlicir admission into Andalusia. "Wo will first describe the 
origin of the Multimincs, or Almoravides of the tribe of 
Ijamta, who came from the Desert which extends along the 
east of Africa, with their General, Abu Bekir ; whoso 
origin wo will also declare in this place, together with the 
causes which moved him to leave the Desert, and the manner 
in which he rose to the government of the tribes, thus giving 
rise to a new and powerful empire on the coasts of Africa j 
those lands, namely, w^hioh lie on the hither side of the 
Mountains of Daren, and which the ancients called 
Mauritania. 

The Cabila, or Family of the Multiminea, derived its origin 
from a tribe of still higher antiquity, called the Lamtuna, from 
the name of their first known ancestor, who was called 
Lamtu. He was the kinsman of Gudala and Mustafa, who 
wore both chiefs and progenitors of the tribes that bore 
those names. These men made boast of their descent from 
another yet more ancient and nobje tribe, called that of 
Sanhaga, of the old blood of Hiimair, which was that of the 
first kings of Yemen, or Arabia Felix, where their ancestors 
dwelt, without deigning to mingle their race with that of the 
men of Barbary, nor ever permitting their daughters to 
enter the families of the latter, by marriage with their sons. 

The tribe of Sanhaga departed for Yemen and retired into 
the Desert, in consequence of certain wars, the result of 
which must otherwise have been to compel them to that 
mingling of races, apd communion with the men of Barbary, 
to vmch they were not content to submit. Being poor, 
they used but one piece of clotbipg, yet this sufficed to wrap 
the whole person ; and other writers than those we have 
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liiUierto followed liavo cvou declared that fi*oni this vestment, 
which waH Called Lamt, was derived the Cabila denomination 
of the llultimines, and not from that; of tlieir forefather 
Lamtu or Lamta, as the authors first consulted affirm. Yet 
thoasaertiou that they drew their appellation from the name 
of their progenitor of the older times is the more satis- 
factorily authenticated, as well as the more probable 
relation, 

These tribes did not dwell in cities, nor had they any 
fixed abiding place, but wandered tlmougli various parts of 
the African deserts with their camels and tents, which they 
removed as the seasons demanded, and as tho rec^uiromeiits 
of time and place made needful. They thus went wandei*ing, 
as chance directed, from provnice to province and from 
ooiiTitry to country, until they finally made their abode in 
the deserts of Africa: ni that part iianioly which men call 
tho Upper, or Interior Africa, and tho cause whereby they 
were subsequently induced to abandon those deserts is 
related by their historians in tho Ibllowing terms. 

They tell us that a man named Yahye Ben Ibrahim, of 
tho Cabila of GFudiala, having proeeorlod in pilgrimage to the 
city of Mecca in Arabia, paid a visit on his return to that 
of Cairran, which is at the distance of three days’ jburncy 
from Tunis, and to the south of the laat-named city. Here 
Yahye Ben Ibrahim, as he delayed for some time to examine 
the remarkable objects presented by the place, its Aljamas, 
its schools, and other institutions of similar character, 
met an Alfaki of the Aljama, who was called' Abu Ainram, a 
native of tho city of and conversing with this man, the 
Euki inquired of tho pilgrim from wliat land he had come, 
to what nation he belonged, and to which of the four ortho- 
dox sects of Islam he was attached. The pilgrim replied 
that the people of liia country possessed neither science nor* 
letters, and had scarcely any religion, still less the knowledge 
of those sects whereof the Alfaki had spoken ; he added 
that the tribes of his people lived entirely apart from the' 
intercourse of cultivated men, that they dwelt in the midst 
of 'deserts, and saw nothing more exalted* than herdsmen or 
a few wandering merchants, whose solo learning’ consisted 
in buying and selling and increasing their gams.- But that* 
notwithstanding aU this, the dwellers m his land and those* 
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nl)i(liii^ in oiluT j)ai'ts of the desert; wore not so barbarous 
and lt'ro(*.ious but tliat tlioy closircd to loam things useful, 
and would fain know sometliing of letters and religion, 
b('ing for tlio most ])art of good dispositions and very gentle 
of lu^irt, despite the rustic simplicity of their manners. 
Yahve lien Ibrahim concluded by bogging the Paki Abu 
Amram to consider if he had not some one among his 
disciples wlio might be willing to go -with him into the 
deserts, there to instruct the people of his country, 

Abu Amram replied that ho would do what he could in 
i-ho matter, and did in elfoct propose it to his disciples ; but 
there was not one among them who was found willing to do 
as tho pilgrim desired j whether because of the distance 
between Cairvan and tho Desert into which they were 
required to go, or because they dreaded the perils and diffi- 
culties of a way so little Icnown, and which a task so arduous 
presented, we do not find deduced. 

Yahyo Bon Ibrahim was now about to take his way to the 
Desert and leave Cairvan, but before his departure Abu 
Amram gave liim certain accounts of a Paki called Abu Izag, 
who lived in tlio kingdom of Suez, in the land of Almagreb, 
and was greatly venerated by the Moslemah for his learning 
and the purity of his life ; insomuch that he would doubtless 
liavc iiillueneo enough to find among his disciples such a 
teacher for his people as the pilgrim desired and as those 
dwollerH in tho desert needed. Abu Amram furthermore' 
supplied tho prilgrim with letters of recommendation to' 
that Alfaki of Hn(% requesting him to promote the wishes’ 
of Taliyo Ben Ibrahim with what dijjgenco he could. 

Tho pilgrim then departed, and presenting his letters to 
Abu Izag, ho was very well received by that Alfaki, who 
assisted him to terminate the affair m question as he desired, 
and gave him a master for his people in whom he,_Abu Izag, 
had much confidoiice. This was Abdallah Ben iasim, who 
had studied tho soicncos at Andalusp for seven years, and 
was a man of great learning and distinction ; nor did he 
I’ofuse his concurronco in tho work proposed, but set forth 
with TahyeBon Ibrahim, and they arrived in due time at that 
part of tho desert wherein tho tribe of Qudula was making 
its abode. The master was there very cordially welcomed 
by all tho Oabila; he soon saw himself surrounded by some 
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BOYonty Xeqncs of tho most noblo in tlic land ; and as the 
nation was of honourable and humane dispositions, these 
men all held their learned teacher in the highest esteem, 
treating him ■with as much consideration as they ■would have 
done had he been the lord and father of them alh 

At length Abdallah perceived himself to be in so much 
authority -with them that he ventured to command the 
arming of the tribe, and sent them forth to make war on a 
neighbouring Cabila, which was no other than that of 
Lamtuiia. His commands were obeyed with ready submis- 
sion, and the people acquitted themselves so valorously, 
that they compelled the Lamtunas also to acknowledge the 
authority of their Xcque and master, Abdallah Ben Yasim. 
Tn like I'nanner, and with the same bravery and good fortune, 
did they subsequently bring to his obedience all the other 
Cabilas of the Desert, greatly increasing tho power and 
reputation of the Xcque thereby, as they did likewise the 
importance of their own tribe of Grudula. Pinally, tlie 
learned teaclior, Abdallah BenTasim, was considered to be the 
sovereign of that tribe, as ho ■was of the tribe of Lamtuna, 
seeing that the Ameer of the Lamtunies,AhuTahyo Zacaria 
Ben Omar, had declared himself hia disciple, following tho 
counsels of Ahdallah Ben Yasim, whether for peace or war, 
and doing nothing without his approbation. 

At no great distance from the tract of country occupied 
by the Cabila of Lamtuna, there was anido and'vvuld district 
consisting principally of a chain of hills, within whose 
asperities there dwelt certain barbarians who were acquainted 
with no religion, and w^]j[ora the Xeque Abdallah Ben Yasim 
desired to instruct; but they despised his teaching, and paid 
no regard to his admonitions ; whereupon the Xeque com- 
manded that unsparing war should be made on those recu- 
sants ; an^ he committed the conduct thereof to the people 
of Lamtuna, who performed his behests with a ready obe- 
dience, which was fully equalled by the bravery and constancy 
of tbeir demoanour in the battles which ensued. 

The Chief, or King of Lamtuna, Abu Zucaria Yahyo, wont 
forth against the HiU-people with a thousand cavaliers of 
Ha Cabila, and after many skirmishes engaged them in a 
battle which proved to be a very obstinate and perilous 
contest. The tribe of Lamtuna were a light and active, but 
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very powerful and rotust race : excessively bold, and well 
inured to tbe hardships and exercises of war, they were 
kept in the constant practice of the same by their almost 
perpetual struggles with those barbarians of the hills 
already mentioned, and with other Cabilas who were their 
enemies. They knew how to range their troops in order of 
battle, and were accustomed to place in the foremost ranks 
of their infantry, men who used very long lances, which they 
fixed in the earth ; these foot-soldiers were so resolute and 
proud that, according to Abu Ovoid of Bejer, they were 
never known to turn their backs on the enemy in any battle, 
and would always rather die where they stood, than give way 
or yield a foot of ground to the foe. They would never fly, 
however vast the multitude of the enemy opposed to them ; 
and this unflinching courage, with their brave determination 
to conquter, enabled them almost always to make a terrible 
carnage among the ranks of the foe, insomuch that in these 
wars with the barbarians, tbe latter ever lost many more 
of their numbers in contest with the foot-soldiers than with 
the cavalry. At a word, tho tribe of Lamta remained master 
of the field on this occasion as on many others, compelling 
the men of the hills to fly in much disorder, when the viclors 
plundered their tents, and divided among themselves such 
spoil as they found therein. 

This victory cost the Lamtunas a large number of their 
men, and the Xcquo Abdallah Ben Yasim, remarking the 
courage and steadiness which they displayed in the fight, 
bestowed on those of the tribe of Lamtuna the name of 
Murabitmes or Almoravides ; that is, Men of God, or such 
as have given themselves spontaneoilaly and of free will to 
the service of Allah. Considering ft^her the undaunted 
bravely and steady persistence vnth which the men of Lam- 
tuna sustained all the hardships incidental to warfare, 
Abdallah began to think that, with the care and ability 
which he for his part could bring to the guidance of such 
warriors, he might be able to make himself master of all 
Mauritania and the lands of Almagreb. “Wkerefore, to 
excite at once their vanity and courage, with the intent 
to lead them to the attempt which he desired to make, 
Abdallah Ben Yasim addressed them as follows : — 

“ Oh noble Almoravides of Lamtuma, yours is the gift of 

von. II. p 
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an invincible constancy, and ye have even now conquered 
all our enemies. If, then, ye would solemnly devote your 
energies to the service of God, and to the extension of his 
holy Law, I see well that you would readily overcome all the 
difficulties that might present themselves, and would quickly 
cast behind your backs whatever obstacles you might find 
on the glorious and laudable path which you must tread to 
ensure that Paradise which is the certain reward of all who 
labour for the Law, and which could not fail to crown your 
good works.” 

Having thus disposed the hearts of his people to listen to 
his counsels, the Xeque Abdallah soon persuaded them, by 
the amenity of hia words and by the promise of future 
happiness, to depart for tbe deserts, and make war on the 
men of Barbary, who were their neighbours. They speedily 
rendered themselves masters of Sigilmesa, Dara and other 
provinces belongmg to the Ameers of Magaraba, who were 
princes of the tribe of Zeneta, which was then governed by 
Mesuad Ben Banud Ben Hiazron Ben Palful Alazari. 

The people of Lamtuma, led on by their King, the vic- 
torious Abu Yahye Zacaria, were joined by those of TJsafa 
and Arafa, when they commenced a war on Mesuad Ben 
Banud, from whom they toot the province of Magaraba, in 
their first campaign. That district conquered, they passed 
on to the territory of Dara, of which they likewise made 
themselves masters. But in a sanguinary encounter which 
the tribe of Lamta had with that of Gudala, Abu Tahyo 
Zacaria died, fighting as a good soldier should do ; yet even 
this did not prevent people from obtaining the victory. 

The brave Abu Yahye Zabaria being thus slain in battle 
by those of the Cabila of Gudala, the Xeque Abdallah, by 
his sovereign authority, elected and named Ameer, a brother 
of the dead chief, called Abu Bekir son of Omar, who was 
the son of Tarkit, of the tribe of Zanhaga, and of the ancient 
blood of Zohair, who was very well received by the people of 
Lam tuna, from whom he received the oath of allegiance, as 
he did also from those of Sigilmesa and Dara. The new 
Ameer Ahu Bekir then passed on towards the district 
of Maaamuda, which is on the opposite declivities of the 
mountains of Daren : there he chose the lands of Agmat, 
eSana, and Bzinira, as a commodious abiding-place for bis 
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people ; wlio sat themselves down there in the year of the 
Hegira 450.* 

How the principal inhabitants of the country, submitting 
themselves to his obedience, had gone forth to meet Abu 
Eekir, and that ruler fixed his abode in the city of Yeriquia, 
where he dwelt in company with his Imaum or Xeque, 
Abdallah Ben Tasiin. But the latter could not rest 
without attempting new conquests; and although he ap- 
peared to advise the making of these acquisitions for Abu 
Bekir, it was in fact for himself that he designed the benefit, 
since the real power and sovereignty were in truth vested in 
his person, and the essential force of the government lay in 
the hands of the Imaum Abdallah, the appearance of 
authority being all that was left to Abu Bekir. It chanced, 
then, that as AbdaUah, having made an incursion on the 
district of Tamisna, was seeking to subject the natives of 
that tract to his rule, he found himself received by those 
men, who were Moslemah, in a manner very different from 
his previous experience as respected other nations ; nay, in 
the predatory visit he then made to them, they struck him 
through with a lance, and he died. 

The Eng Abu Bekir felt much grief for the loss of his 
Imaum, but he was crafty enough to secure to himself the 
possession of the whole authority which he had before 
divided with the Teacher; he made himself master of the city 
of Agmat, in Yeriquia, and by degrees contrived to obtain 
the unquestioned lordship of the whole district, to the 
different parts of which he sent his governors and adminis- 
trators, retaining the inhabitants in^his obedience by the 
fears which he inspired, seeing that his forces were con- 
stantly increased by new arrivals from the deserts, and were 
always maintained by him in well-appointed and formidable 
bands. Hay the number of the warriors became ^t length 
so great that it surpassed that of the inhabitants, and in the 
year 460 it was found that the people had no longer space 
wherein to abide, when a change became indispensable. 

Then the Xeques and principal inhabitants presented 
themselves to the King Abu Bekir, describing the diffi- 
culties that all were enduring from that cause, and declaring, 
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in the name of the commonwealth, that these difficulties, 
becoming every day more pressing, could no longer he sup- 
ported- The King replied, saying, that their complaints were 
just, 'and that since they found their present dwolling- 
plaoe too closely confined, and their abode therein too 
incommodious, they would do well to choose a convenient 
site whereon they might build another city, in which they 
with his people could dwell without restramt. 

The Xeques considering that this reply was not unsatis- 
factory, proceeded to the selection of a site, and having 
unanimously agreed on a place, called Eilana or Heimara, 
they came to make Imown their decision to Abu Bekir, to 
whom they said, “ Oh Ameer, we have now discovered a 
convenient place, and have chosen it according to thy 
desire and our own : it is in the district of Eilana, and thci’c 
will we build our city.” 

The King Abu Bekir Ben Omar then mounted his horse, 
and followed the guides, with whom went forth aU the 
people, whether |of the Multimines or Masainudes, then 
dwelling on the further side of the mountains of Earen. 
They thus arrived altogether at a grove and plain, on 
which now stands the city of Marruecos,* but where 
was then no other inhabitant than the lions, tigers, moun- 
tain goats, ostriches, and other animals such as are wont to 
be found in desert-places, seeing that the plain then brought 
forth nothing but the buckthorn, wild bay-tree, and other 
uncultivated shrubs. But with all this the site pleased the 
king, who perceived it to have many qualities rendering it 
proper for the foundation of a city ; as, for example, an abim- 
dance of pasture for the flocks that must feed around, with 
a fresh coolness rendering the air very agreeable. 

They soon began to trace out the future streets and 
squares for markets, plans for houses and public build- 
ings were also drawn, and the assembled people set 
joyfully to work at the necessary preparations. But no 
man yet thought of surrounding the new city with a wall 
and towers, these having been afterwards erected by Aly 
Hassan, second king of the Almoravides, as we shall relate 
hereafter. The first visit of the King Ahu Bekir^to the 


* Morocco. 



A.D. 108C ] CALIPHATE OP JLZEP PEN TAXIEIN. 


213 


spot on Trhicli lie founded tlie city of Marruccos was in the 
year 462.^ 

Abu Bckir was thus employed in the commencement of 
his new city and the principal edifices thereof, when he 
received iniolligence from the Cabila of Lamtuna to which 
he belonged, to the effect that the Cabila of G-iidala, with 
which his own had been at feud from old times, had salhed 
forth against the Lamtunies, in whose territories they were 
making grievous ravages. The messengers added that the 
enmity on both sides had increased to so fierce a hatred as 
to leave small prospect of the war being terminated in any 
other manner than in the extermination of one or other 
of the contending Calihas, Gndala or Lamtnna. 

These accounts caused much sorrow to Kmg Ahu Bekir, 
who saw himself compelled to abandon the occupation which 
then employed him; he appointed as his successor and 
lieutenant in the place, a cousin of his own, who was called 
Juzef Bon Taxfinf Ben Ihrahnn Ben Tarkit Ben Wez- 
taktir Ben Mansur Ben Miaala Ben Tamim Ben Bagali. 
He was of the Cabila of Zanhaga, and the ancient blood of 
Homair, and in the person of his grandfather Ibrahim Ben 
Tarkit were united the two branches of the family whence 
proceeded the first Ameers, his predecessors, as already 
mentioned, — ^Ahu Tahye Zacaria namely, and Ahu Bekir. 

The Ameer Abu Bekir then divided his whole force into 
three parts : with two of these ho proceeded by forced 
marches to the succour of his Cabila of Lamtuiia, and left the 
third in Sus Alaksa, to guard the site of the now city, under 
the command of his cousin Juzef Ben Taxlin Abu Jacob. 


CIEAP. s.— Or THE CALIPHATE OP TCZKS EEIT TAXiIn. 

It will now be desirable that wc should give a just idea of 
the character of this Caliph. Juzef Ben Taxfin Ben Ibrahim 
Ben Tarkat Bon Mansur Ben Misala BenWatmeli Ben 

AD. 107O1 

^ t Taxfin, Tcjxfin, or Taxifin ; these forms of the' name being used in- 
differently by the same authors- 
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Talmeit, was a descendant of the noble race of Homair of 
IZanbaga, while the mother that bore him was of Lamtuna : 
she was called Fatima, and was a daughter of Omar Ben 
Syr Ben Abi Bekir Ben Tahye Ben Wah Ben "Wataktir. 
The complexion of Juzef Ben Taxfin was a dark brown, but 
he had comely features, and was of good stature, although 
his figure was slight ; tis eyes were large and brilliant, they 
were also well opened , lie had strong and bushy eyebrows ; 
his beard was handsome ; the moustache of his upper lip 
turned back, and was not so dark as his hair. He had a 
pleasing voice, and to these, his external qualities, he added 
a kind heart and generous mind. Juzef Ben Taxfin was a 
just and prudent governor of his people, brave and for- 
midable to his enemies ; in war he was ever mindful of the 
security and defence of his states, and was renowned on his 
frontiers for the bold determination with which he repelled 
all aggression. A lover of war, which he conducted with 
infinite intelligence and much good fortune, he had, never- 
theless, the mosb valuable qualities of a peaceful ruler. He 
was liberal in the extreme to others, although grave and 
austere in his own habits, paying no regard to the decora- 
tion of his person, and wearing only the simplest vestments, 
but adjusting these with the utmost propriety, and with a 
rigid attention to cleanliness. He was exceedingly tem- 
perate and moderate in the enjoyment of pleasure, in what- 
ever form, mild in demeanour and gentle in conversation. 
The fact that Allah had created him for great things was 
nevertheless manifest in his whole person, which suited well 
with the destiny of hijn who was to bring over to Islam so 
large a part of the world. The vestments of Juzef Ben 
Taxfin were of wool, nor did he ever use any of other 
textures; his food was bread and the flesh of camels, or 
other powerful animals, hut he ate only in very small quan- 
tities, and never in his life was he known to complain of the 
mode of preparation of the meats set before him, or of the 
quantity and quality of the same. He was of a most equal 
temper, and in all his days had never endured any sickness, 
until that malady had declared itself, by the agency whereof 
it pleased Q-od to remove him to the enjoyments and re- 
compenses of another life : in his case these last were 
without doubt very glorious, since he had constantly 
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latoured for tlie propagation of Islam, and had caused tlio 
knowledge and adoration of the power of Allah to he 
extended through many lands. By means of Juzef Bon 
Taxfin the praises of God were made to sound in Spain as 
well as in Almagreb, from more than one thousand Almni- 
hares and nine hundred Alminars. The empire of this 
sovereign extended over widely separated regions, his 
authority being acknowledged from Medina Braga, near the 
confines of Afranc — which is Brance — and the extreme east 
of Spain, even to the ultimate limits of Santerin and Alisbona, 
which lie on the shores of the Great Ocean, or to the west 
of that country, comprising a length of more than three 
and thirty days’ journey, with a width of almost equal extent. 

In the West of Africa the dominions of Juzef Ben Tnxiin 
were also wide, extending from Gezira Becri Margata fct) 
Tangiers, nay even to the extremity of the ulterior Negntia, 
and to the Gold Mountains in the land of the blacks. All 
this without the interposition of any power or lordship 
opposed to or distinct from his own, for Juzef Ben Taxfin 
had none such in all his states. 

The commands of this monarch and the enforcement of 
his will were ever in harmony with the voice of God, and in 
conformity with the sacred injunctions of his law. In the 
tributes and contributions which he exacted, Juzef held close 
to the legal restrictions and traditions of Islam, as he did in 
respect to the burthens which he laid on the Infidels, accord- 
ing to the terms in which each had made his subimssion. 
With the utmost liberality there was nevertheless so exact 
an order and so wise an economy in all his regulations, that 
after the death of this Caliph the ^um of three hundred 
thousand arrobas* in silver was found in his treasury, with 
five thousand and forty arrohas in gold, all in doubloons. 
He administered his states with the most impartial justice, 
hut that justice was tempered by mercy. Kind ami friendly 
towards all beneath his sway, he more particularly honoured 
and showed respect to the Alfakccs and AlimieSjt whom ho 
admitted to his most intimate society, and whose counsels 
he followed in all his resolves, affixing a high value to their 

* Tho arroba is a weight of somewhat more than 3 lbs. avoirdupoitc. 

+ Priests and learned men. 
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words, and Ustening witli care and profit to tlie opinions of 
tliose pious and learned persons. Ho was of sound imder- 
stan(Hng and excellent disposition ; modest and humble, all 
the virtues appeared to have been accumulated in his person, 
and, as was well remarked by the accomplished Doctor 
IMuhamad Aben Amid, it seemed that in him each of these 
■virtues was labouring in emulation with the others to ascer- 
tain which of them should arrive at the highest perfection.* 

Juzef Een Taxfin was born at Velad Sahara in the year 
400, and bis death took place in the year 500 ; so that ho 
attained the age of one hundred years. He passed tho 
greater part of his life in Almagreb, and abode there more 
especially from the time when he succeeded to his cousin, 
the Ameer Abu Bekir Ben Omar, to the destined moment 
when the latter departed to the morcy of Grod, which was a 
period of forty-three years ; but he then remained in Anda- 
lusia, from the period when he deprived the Ameers of Spain, 
more especially the King of Granada, Abdallah Ben Baikin, 
of their sovereignty, until his own departure from life, 
which was a period of seventeen years, as we shall show 
hereafter. His principal Vizior or chancellor was his son-in- 
law, Syr Ben Abi Bekir, and the sons who succeeded him 
after his death were Temin, Abu Bekir, Liman, Ibrahim, 
Cuba, and Ealda. 

Krom tho moment when Juzef Ben Taxfin had been left 
in charge of the government and caliphate of Marruecos, 
with that of the provinces of Western Africa, as the Naib 
or lieutenant of his cousm Abu Bekir, he set himself to 
rule those committed to him with infinite prudence and 
ability, soon becoming so perfectly acceptable to the people, 
as well as the army, that he could not but perceive before 
him the prospect of an eventual exaltation to the absolute 
sovereigntjr of the State, whatever might have been the pur- 
poses entertained by hia cousin as to the succession. 

The progress of the new city received his particular 
attention, and purchasing a piece of land in the immediate 
vicinity of the same, he then caused his pavilion of skins to 

* It ia to be regretted that the life of this ruler does not justify the 
praises' here given him, and which would appear to bo extracted from 
the eulogistic effusions of some contemporary author. — Tjb, 
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lie raiaed, that he might thus more cilectuaUy superintend 
the works, and enforce the neecaaity of activity among the 
people. And hero his lirsl care was to erect a mosque for 
pra}'er, but that accomplished, ho next constructed an 
Alcazaba or small fortress, 'vvhich was called the iUcazar of 
thcEock. this ho dost mod to contain his arms and prin- 
cipal 1 rcasures. In the ialmurs of the mosque Juzef Ben 
Tiixlin took pari* in ]>orson with his own hands ; he prepared 
tho clay for the bricks in company with the other labourers, 
thereby presenting an example of zeal and moderation to aU 
who surrouudeil him. May ^Ulah rowai'd every man who 
shall imitate him in works of equal merit ! 

And this town, i hus commenced, is now tho noble city of 
hloroeeo, standing in a delicious site, with a rich abundance 
of pasturt?s within convenient distance ; a soil yielding fruits 
of every kind, and a plentiful supply of water, — insomuch 
that whoever desires to possess a well has but to dig to a 
slight depth, wlicn ho Iluds a pure and sweet water m suffi- 
ciency. The ])laeo was thus inhabited oven from tho first 
by a largo number of people, who gladly made their dwell- 
ings on a spot BO pleasant ; they also began to erect the 
\valls, but those wore not completed in the lilb of Juzef 
Ben Taxlin ; they wero finished by his son in tho space of 
eight months, and this was done in the year 520, but the 
walls then raised have since that time been much extended 
by his succcHsors in tho state, They W’cro moro particularly 
enlarged and strengthened by the Ameer Amumenin Abu 
Ju7aT‘ Jacob Alinanzor Ben Juzef Ben Abdelmumin Bon 
Aly Alcumi, Prince of tho Almohadcs, at the time when that 
dynasty made itself master of Alifiagreb, but tho city did 
not cease to be head and chief, the capital and principal 
town of the empire of tho Almoravides^ while that family 
reignod. Nay, it also i^taiuod tho supremacy during nearly 
all tlio timo of tho Almohado supremacy, and uhtil one of 
tho princes of that dynasty removed his court to tho noble 
and ancient city of Poz ; aa we shall see at a more advanced' 
period of our history. 

After the bipso of a year from the time when Abu Bekir Ben 
Omar dopartod from the land, Juzef Ben Taxfin had so largely 
increased hia power andgreatuesa that on making the review 
of his forces he found no less than forty thousand warriors 
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■ander Hs command. With that host he proceeded to Wadi- 
Mulua where he divided his army into five parts, four of which 
he committed to the charge of four generis, who were 
Muhamad Een Temin Agederati, Amran Ben Suleyman El 
Mazuki, Modare El TekVti, and Syr Ben Abi Bekir El 
Lamtuni : to each of rr-om he gave the command of five 
thousand men of his owa Cabila, furnishing all with exact 
instructions and regulations .or the conduct of the same in 
the war then to be waged against Almagreb and Magaraba, the 
people of those parts having been incited to opposition of his 
power by the Beni Taferian and other Oabilas of Barb ary. 
The remainder of his force he led in person, and in a short 
time he brought the whole land of Almagreb to his obedience, 
subjectmg tribe after tribe and province after province, with 
little difficulty and no resistance on the part of the dwellers 
therein. Nearly all the Cabilas came readily to profler 
their allegiance, and entering Medina Agmat, Ju^i^ef Ben 
Taxfln there solemnized his nuptials with the beautiful 
Zainab, whom he took from his brother Abu Bekir Ben 
Omar, because he loved her tenderly and perceived that he 
was eq[ually beloved.* 

We find it related of Juzef Ben Taxfin that he once 
bought a large number of slaves, natives of Guinea, who 
were sold to him by certain merchants carrying on traffic 
with the people of Guinea in a city called Gasza, which lies 
deep in the centre of the deserts. It is furthermore said 
that these slaves had in old times been Christians, but that 
in their intercourse with the men of Barbary, whether from 
the evils and violence of war, or from some other cause is 
not known, they had grdifiually lost their religion. Eor the 
furtherance of his plans and the execution of certain pur- 
poses which he entertained, Juzef now sent these black 
slaves to the coasts of Andalusia, where he caused them to 
be exchanged against a large number of captive Christian 
boys whom he received from the people of Andalusia. The 
youths thus acquired he then caused to be instructed in the 


* The naivete with which this notable wrong, committed by a man 
declared to be perfect, is related by the old Arabian writers, without the 
slightest intimation of disapproval, is not a little cmnous, and loses much 
m translation. — T e. 



219 


A.3), 1086.] EARLY GOVEWMEKT OE JUZEE, 

Law, and at the proper time he gave them arms, having like- 
wise had them carefully instructed in warlike exercises, and 
rendered accomplished horsemen ; when ho raised them to 
the dignity of knighthood. Thenceforward Juzef Ben Taxfin 
kept two hundred and fifty of their number constantly about 
his person, but selecting those thus distinguished very care- 
fully; he accepted only such as displayed the most remarkable 
dexterity in the management of their horses, and the use of 
their arms. He likewise formed a troop of negro youths, 
chosen from the most promising of the slaves purchased as 
above mentioned, to w'hom he gave arms and horses, 
and of these also he kept a body of two thousand horsemen 
always about him, choosing in like manner those only who 
were remarkable for their dexterity iu arms as well as for 
their bravery. 

On the Jews of his states, who were numerous and rich, 
J'uzef Ben Taxfin laid a very heavy tribute, and thereby 
amassed largo sums of money, which aided him to extend 
his pow'er. The Tribes and Oabilas acknowledging his rule 
wore at length so numerous iliat, in the year 454, he was 
able to assemble a powerful host, and at that time he 
sounded his trumpets, raised his banners, and having passed 
his forces in review, it was found that he had no less than 
one hundred thousand cavaliers, all men of admirable 
qualities for w^ar; they 'were chiefly from the tribes of 
Zanliaga, Gezula, Musamada, and Zencta, with those of the 
Albazases and Arramates, wrho W’ere equally brave and hardy. 

With this army ho departed from Morocco, and directed 
his march towards Fez, when there came to his encounter 
the Cabilas of that land, from Zuaga, Lamait, Lunait, Sadina, 
Sedrana, Maguila, Behlula, and Mediona, with other tribes 
from many other places, all presenting themselves to the 
battle with extraordinary resolution. The conflict which 
then ensued was a very obstinate and sanguinary one, hut 
those Cabilas were defeated by J’uzef Ben Taxfin, who routed 
them with horrible slaughter, and all finally fled. They then 
took refuge for the moat part among the fortresses or within 
the walls of Medina Mediona, but the Almoravides forced 
their way into that city sword in hand. The troops sacked 
and plundered the place, in which they put to death four 
thousand men, and having seized the Walies, the conquering 
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array next proceeded to Medina Tez, wliere tteir leader, 
Juzef Bon. Taxfin, remained until lie liad subjiigutod and 
brouglit to Ins obedionco all tbe tribes who madetkeir abode 
on those confines. 

The Amcor Abu Bekir, cousin of Juzef Ben Taxfin, bad 
meamvbilo taken vengeance on tbe tribe of G-udala, and bad 
put an end to tbe misunderstandings wbicb be bad found 
prevailing among bis Idndred and albea of Lamtuna. These 
things done, be returned to Mauritania in tbe year 465, and 
approacbmg Agmat be bad not yet entered tbe city before 
be was informed of tbe mighty power and aggrandizement 
of bis cousin Juzef Bcu Tasfin, with tbe proud thoughts 
entertained by that ruler, and bow be bad gained tbe hearts 
of all tbe people. The Ameer Abu Bekir was furtliermore 
made aware of the manner in which Juzef had fortified the 
country, and that he had strengthened himself in such sort 
as clearly to make manifest the truth that he desired to 
have no companion in the empire. 

It happened, moreover, that certain cavaliers, who bad 
gone from tbe camp of Abu Bekir to see tbe city of !Morocco 
and to mark tbe progress of tbe buildings, had returned 
full of admiration at the maimer in wbicb Juzef Ben Taxfin 
had made all bis arrangements, and of astonishment at tbe 
marks of prudent foresight, as well as of vast power, which 
they bad everywhere perceived. They bad also beard 
wondrous things related of tbe manner in which Juzef pro- 
ceeded with bis warriors, of tbe great liberality be displayed 
towards them, and tbe neb gifts of horses, arms, costly vest- 
ments, and slaves, which be frequently made them, with the 
promises and hopes of re'^ard bold out to all who entered 
bis service, Tliese discourses, describing these tbmgs, rang 
through tbe camp ; and tbe bearers of these relations, as 
well as their narrators, praised all tbe splendid quabties thus 
attributed tS Juzef Ben Taxfin, whom they exalted to tbe 
skies. 

Hearing' all this, Abu Bekir became convinced that tbe 
ambitious determination of bis cousin to retain tbe sove- 
reignty im bis own bands was irrevocable. But, although 
be bad tbuaJost all hope of reigning as be bad previously 
done in those states, be yet concealed bis indignation^ 
and wrote letters to Jlizef) appointing a time for tbeiu' 
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AMtluHit oxpresising any pari of the anger ^vllich 

lie felt. 

The (lay fixed on liaving arrived, Jnzef Ben Taxfin came 
forth, Burromuied by his largo household and a vast crowd 
of sla^os, with an army of no ineonsklcrablc strength as his 
escort, lie Iuk cousin, in the road-way between Agmat 
and Aloroeco, eatdi having come about four miles and a half, 
since thi3 distance between the U\o places is nine miles. 
Abii ihdur and duzef were both on horseback, and tho 
former saluted his cousin with a courtesy wdiich ho rarely 
cx.tt‘uded lO any man. Tiuy then both alighted, and took 
their scats on an Albornosi or wnde mantlo of woollen stuff, 
which had betux ('xtended for that purpose ; from which cir- 
cumstance tiU' group of trees where this meeting took place 
was theiuaforlh called ‘Hhc Q-rovo of tho Albornoz.” 

Abu Bekir w'as gri'atly axnaz.ed at the majesty and regal 
grandeur ('x^hibited by Juzef Ben Taxfin, not only in tho 
number of hiu cavaliers, the order of his squadrons, and the 
division of his touts, but also in his person and the expres- 
sion of luH counteuancc. At the close of the conversation 
which took place botwoon them, Abu Bekir uttered the 
following words, but w ith a disaoinblxng mind : — “ Oh, my 
brother Juzef— for as such 1 hold thee, since thou art the 
son of my own uncle, and our kindred is of so close a tie — 
hero do ! find none wdio is able to maintain the empire of 
Almagreb as thou canst do ; ^nay, there cannot bo any who 
so well inorils to be lord over all as thysolf, since to no one 
can that supremacy belong of bettor right. It is true that 
1 cannot myself remain here— 1 must return to the desert 
and d\v(dl therein ; nor hath my present coming any other 
end than that of declaring to thee my resolution in that 
matter, and of announcing my will that thou shouldst be 
lord and master of these States; that done,^I repair to 
tho desert, which is tho proper dwelling of our brethren 
and forefathors.” 

To those words Juzef Bon Taxfin replied with imich 
humility, and gave his cousin thanks. The two sovereigns 
then called to their preseuco the nobles of Lamtuna and 
great personages of tho kingdom, with tho Walies and 
Xeques of the Masamudas, with whom were also admitted 
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tlxe Alcliaiibes and Xubudes*, accompanied by a certain 
number of the people, in whose presence writings were pre- 
pared attesting the cession thus made by Abu Bekir, and 
his voluntary renunciation of the States of Morocco, with all 
the remaining portions of Almagreb, in favour of his cousin 
Juzef Ben Taxfin. That done, all rose, and the witnesses 
were dismissed, yet not without secret pain and regret on 
the part of Abu Bekir, whose apparent satisfaction in the 
arrangement was but feigned, and assembling his attendants, 
he returned with a grieving heart to his pavilion, which had 
been established at Agmat. 

Juzef Ben Taxfin also departed, taking the way to Morocco, 
with his army and many followers. Arrived at his abode, 
he prepared a rich and distinguished present for his cousin ; 
and among other costly rarities, that gift contained the 
objects hereafter enumerated: first were one hundred and 
twenty thousand gold doubloons made of the finest metal 
that could be procured, next came seventy horses of the 
most noble race, twenty-five of this number being covered 
with magnificent caparisons and harness, of which the 
borderings and decorations were of beaten gold ; to these 
were added seventy swords, twenty of which had the handles 
in gold of the finest workmanship, while of the remainder 
the handles were of silver, also richly chased ; one hundred 
and fifty carefully-chosen beasts of burden ; one hundred 
costly turbans, with four hundred more of the manufacture 
of Sus ; one hundred vestments bordered with the finest 
lamh-skins ; two hundred white mantles with borders of 
different colours ; one thousand pieces of fine linen for head- 
dresses, and two hundred*pieces of the finest quality known ; 
seven hundred cloaks for outer wear, partly white and partly 
in colours, being such as arc used by the tribe of Lamtuna j 
two hundred and fifty vestments of scarlet, and seventy 
mantles of a thick, and yet very fine, sfcufi', to preserve tho 
wearer from tho ram : to all this were added twenty female 
slaves, all white and of extraordinary beauty, with one hun- 
dred and fifty slave-girls, of black complexion, but of choice 
^nd comely form ; ten pounds of aromatic woods from the 


* Xukudes : men learned in tko law. 
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Indies, nil of tlie sweetesfc and most fragrant odour ; five 
packets of the finest Amizcle or musk ; two pounds of amber ; 
fifteen pounds of camphor and algalia, or the perfume of 
the civet : a largo herd of cows, and one of sheep, were 
also in that princely gift, with many loads of wheat and 
barley. 

Abu Bekir is said to have been gratified by the rich present, 
but instantly distributed the whole among the cavaliers 
of his train. He then withdrew to the desert, according to 
some WTiters, and engaging in a war with the ITogro tribes, 
lost his life in that contest, at the end of three years from 
the time hero in question. These writers add that his cousin 
Juzef Ben Tivxfin paid him the attention of yearly sending 
him a gift of equal value with the one described above, until 
the time of his death. But there are other authorities who 
relate the close of this affair in a different manner, and they 
tell us that Ahu Bekir repented him of his abdication, and 
attempting to depose Juzef, was conquered by that prince, 
w’ho took possession of his city and caused him to be put to 
death. They add, that his army then retreated to Medina 
Safar, where they maintained themselves for some time ; 
but Juzef finally storming the place, then beheaded the 
chiefs of the council, who w^ore the sons of Mesaud El Me- 
garavi, and had made themselves masters of the city and its 
Coinarcas. These things accomplished, Juzef Bon Taxfinis 
then declared to have directed his march upon Ecz, which 
offered so effectual a resistance, that he had held the place 
closely besieged for an entire year before he could force an 
entrance, wmich ho finally succeeded in obtaining in the 
year 455, when ho appointed a Wall of the tribe of Lamtuna 
ibo govern the city in his name. 

All being tranquilly arranged in that quarter, Juzef Ben 
T tiyfi n next proceeded to Velad Gomai'a, where the Wali 
had risen in rebellion. This Wali w^as Mansur Ken Hemad, 
who attempted to hold the town as those of Eez had done ; 
but Juzef took it by storm, when ho immediately com- 
manded that Mansur and his partizana should be put to 
death. 

In the same year 455, the Ameer Almahedi Ben Juzef El 
Cazneti was proclaimed lord of Velad Mekinesa, but at once 
resigned himself to the obedience of Juzef Ben Tasfin, who 
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treated him with mfinito generosity, confirming him in his 
lordship, and requiring only that he should serve with 
a certain number of troops in the war which Juzef Bon 
Taxfin had then undertaken against Yelad Almagreh and 
the tribes of the neighbouring Comarcas. 

In pursuance of that agreement, the Ameer Almahodi 
Ben Juzef prepared his people, and went forth, as directed 
by Juzef Ben Taxfin, against Medina Auxa : but when this 
became known to the Magaravi leader, even Tcmim, son of 
Mansur, the rebel chief of the city of Bez, ho became alarmed 
at the great increase of power constantly accruing to Juzef 
Ben Taxfin and the Almoravides, and fearing for his own 
Hfe, he assembled the forces of Magarava, with those of the 
Zonete Cabilas, all which ho led forth to the encounter of 
the Ameer Almahedi. 

The hosts met accordingly, and were soon engaged in a 
sanguinary and obstmate battle, wherein Almahedi Ben 
Juzef was defeated and lost his life, dying with j^word in 
hand, after fi.ghting with the bravery of a lion ; Ins troops 
were then totally routed and dispersed ; which done, Tomim 
Ben Mansur out off the head of AlmaheiB and sent it to 
El Barqueti, the lord of Oebto, who was his father-iu-law. 

The defeat and death of their Ameer caused great sorrow 
to the people of Mekinesa, who made their misfortunes 
known to the Eung Juzef Bon Taxfin, offering him at the 
same time the dominion of their country, and inviting him 
to become their sovereign. The proposal was accepted by 
that ruler, who immediately despatched a force against the 
Magaravi Temim Ben Mansur, lord of Eez, making incur- 
sions on his territories, •cutting up his fields, and harassing 
his subjects with perpetual inroads. 

But after a certain time, the lord of Eez perceived that 
his people were becoming weary of the continued attacks 
to which they were subjected, and of the privations which 
were the result. He found the discontent of his subjects 
increase as the numbers they lost in the various skirmishes 
became more and more considerable : they suffered also 
from the want of water ; and their chief determined to make 
a great effort for their release. Gathering whatever force 
he could muster from Magarava Bud BsniTafarin, he there- 
upon sallied forth, with a considerable host, to try his fortune 
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once more against the rising star of the Almoravides : the 
battle commenced accordingly, and soon became one of 
horrible carnage, wherein the leader, Temiin Een Manser, 
and the greater part of his people, died fighting bravely, as 
good men should do. 

Temim Ben Manser having fallen, hia place was tahen by 
Alcasem Ben Muhamad Ben Abderahman Ben Ibrahim Ben 
Muza Ben Abi Alafia, El Zcnete, who assumed the command 
of the troops and the government of Fez without delay. A 
second battle was then fought on the shores of the Griiadi- 
sifir ; and in that encounter, which was a truly terrible one, 
the Almoravides were totally d feated, the loss being very 
great on both sides, more especially among the cavalry. 

The news of this disaster were quickly borne to Juzef 
Ben Taxfin, who was then occupied with the siege of Hian 
Mahedi,* but he at once abandoned his attack on that 
fortress to the care of certain among his generals, to whom 
he left a body of the Almoravides to continue the same. 
That siege was a w^onderfully long one, nine years having 
elapsed before the Almoravide forces entered the place, 
which they did by conditions of surrender in the year 4Go 

Juzef himself departed, as we have said, and first repaired 
to Beni Morasan, the "Wall of which place had rebelled, and 
was then with Ins people in full insurrection. He resisted 
for some time ; but Juzef finally defeated him, killed many 
of Ins partizans, and succeeded in tranquillizing the district. 
The king then proceeded to Eendeleva, and conquered all 
that country: this was in the year 456; and Juzef Ben 
Tasfin, next passing to Velad Barga, entered that city in the 
year 458. 

In the year 460, the same sovereign made the conquest of 
Velad Gromara, from Araif to Tangiers ; and in the year 462 
he directed his march on Medina Fez, before which city he 
sat down with his whole army. The siege was then con- 
tinued with great energy, and having finally entered the 
place sword in hand, King Juzef slew all the people of Ma- 
garaba whom he found therein, with those of Mekincza, Beni 
Yahfaran, and the Oabilas of Zenota, not sparing a smgle 
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iiFe, insomucli tliat an infinite multiiude perislied in Medina 
"'c 2 :, the streets and squares of the place being filled with 
le corpses of tbc slain. The king lilcewiso put to death 
lore tlian three thousand men of the Comarcas neiglibour- 
ng to I'ez, with many more from Cairvan, and not a few 
.‘ludalusians, who were also among the defenders. Those 
who had taken flight at an earlier period of the carnage were 
more fortunate, and made good them escape, directing their 
stops to the confines of Teliman. 

This was the second great conquest of Juzef Ben Taxfin, 
T. hose solemn entrance into the city of Fez took place on 
Thmsdiw, the 2nd day of Q-iumada Segunda, in the year 
*t62. He had no sooner obtained possession of the place 
than he commanded that it should be forcified, and caused 
i]\e wall to be cast down, by which the Barrio or quarter 
..f the Andalusians had originally been separated from that 
occupied by the people of Cairvan, as hath been horotofore 
described, thereby reducing the two Barrios to one largo 
I quarter or district. He also caused mosques to he con- 
structed in every division of the town ; and if m any great 
street or square there was found to be no mosque, he com- 
pelled the inhabitants of the district to build one. Juzef 
Ben Taxfiln hkewise erected or restored the Aljamas, and 
built exchanges for the merchants, with great Caravanserais 
for the same, and markets for the convenience of all men 
remaining in Fez to seo that all these labours were duly 
proceeded with, until the moon of Safer, m tho year 468, 
when he departed and repaired to Yelad Muluya, where he 
took possession of the fortress called Felat. In the year 
464, the conquering mofiarch was engaged in extensive pre- 
parations wibh the firm resolve to subjugate the remaining 
parts of Almagreb by force of arms ; but the Xeques of the 
iiicneta tribe, with tlbose of Masamuda, Gomara, and other 
Cabilas of Barhary, came to submit themselves without 
further contest, proclaiming Juzef Ben Taxfin their lord. 
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CHAP XI. — Op the manner in which the axmoravihe otizee ben 

TAXEIN CONTINUED HIS CONQUESTS. 

Ex tlieir submission, as above mentioned, the tribes obtained 
their pardon from the victorious sovereign, and he left them 
in the possession of their lands. He now passed through 
all his dominions in Almagreb, accompanied bj a large body 
of troops, enquiring into the condition of the people in every 
part, and taking such measures as he found needful for 
ensuring the good government of all: nay, to effect this 
last-mentioned object ever appeared to Juzef Een Taxfin 
the most important of his undertakings, and the first duty 
of a prince. 

In the year 465, Juzef obtained possession of the city of 
Aldanah in Velad Tangier, whicli he took by force of arms 
and entered by storm. He also occupied Mount Aloudaun, 
which he took in like manner at this time. In the year 
467, the king made himself master of G-ebal Gieza, Beni 
Macoud, and Beni Bahina, where he put to death much 
people. The lands of Almagreb were by his command 
divided into provinces during the course of the same year. 

In the moon of Dylhagia, also of the year 467, the star 
Almekak made its appearance in Almagreb, and was hke- 
wise seen in the country of Spain. 

How Juzef Ben Taxfin gave the government of Yelad Alma- 
greb toYezed Ben Abi Bekir; that of Mudain Mekineza, Velad 
Meklala, and Velad Bezaun, he gave to Omar Ben Zuleiman ; 
Medina Bez and its Comarcas he bestowed on Davoud Ben 
Aixa ; and Sigilmesa, with Daraa, he entrusted to his own son 
Temim, on whom he furthermore conferred the government 
of Medina Agmat, Morocco, Velad Asous, a part of Velad 
Masamuda, and Velad Temizana. 

It was at this time that bhe King of Seville, even 
Muhamad Aben Abed Almutamod, having been made 
acquainted with the vast power exercised by Juzef Ben 
Taxfin in Africa, and with the victories obtained by that 
monarch, desired to secure his friendship; and this he did the 
more earnestly because it appeared to him that if he could 
prevail on the African prince to occupy the arms of Mu- 
hamad Barqueti of Oebta, and those of the rulers in the 
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district of Tangiers, lie sliould Mmself be thereby enabled to 
complete bis conquests in Andalusia with the greater facility. 
He therefore wrote letters to Juzef Ben TaxAn, requesting 
his alliance, and exhorting the African sovereign to aid him 
■with his power in the defence of Islam; but King Juzef 
replied, that he could not pass into Spain until he had made 
himself master of Cebta and Tangiers ; wherefore, as it was 
precisely the object of Aben Abed that Juzef Ben Taxfin 
should make war on the lords of those cities and their 
Comarcas, he wrote again to offer assistance in that war, 
promising to attack Muhamad El Barqueti from the coast, 
provided Juzef could come against them from the desert, 
and so take care that the rulers of Cebta and Tangiers 
should be effectually surrounded. 

All this was then accomplished as designed, the people of 
Aben Abed, King of Seville, putting to sea as he had pro- 
posed, and assisting Juzef Ben Taxfin to occupy the cities of 
Cebta and Tangiers, which he did in the year 470. 

Now for this war of Cebta and Tangiers, Juzef Ben Taxfin 
had summoned to his aid the forces of Jaleh Ben Amran, who 
appeared with twelve thousand well-selected horsemen of the 
Almoravides, reinforced by twenty thousand men from the 
tribes of Almagreb and Zeneta. When these troops arrived on 
the borders of Tangiers, there went forth to their encounter 
the Hagib, Socra El Barqueti, with such strength as he could 
make. That general was now of great age, he had lived 
more than one hundred years, yet he bravely exclaimed, 
“ By Allah ! while I am in life, the trumpets of the Almo- 
ravides must not be beard in Cebta.” 

The two armies met hi battle on the banks of the Guadi- 
mena, when the conflict, which was a very sanguinary one, 
was maintained with a superhuman valour on both sides ; 
hut the brave old Socra died with his sword in his hand, 
when his troops fell into disorder, and fled routed from the 
field. The Almoravides then contmued their march towards 
Tangiers, which they took, hut the Hagib Dhialdola Yahye, 
son of the noble Socra, still remained in Cebta. The victory 
obtained in the Guadimena by the troops of Saleh Ben 
Amran was duly made known to Juzef Ben Taxfin, to whom 
that intelligence was highly acceptable. 

In the year 472, Juzef sent his general Mezdeli to make 
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the conquest of Medina Telmzan, and that commander 
repaired to the city abov^-named accordingly with twenty 
thousand Almora\ude troops. They took the place with 
hut little delay, defeating and slaying tlie Ameer ol Telmzan, 
even Yala Ben Tala. That done, Mezdeli returned to 
Morocco, where the King Juzef then was, and into which 
city the successful general entered with his victorious army 
in the year 473. 

In that year the impress stamped on the coined money 
was changed ; Juzef Bon Taxfin then inscribing his own 
name thereon. The same year beheld the conquests of the 
cities of Agersif and Melila, with that of the whole terri- 
tory of Araif ; Medina Tekrur was also taken at this time, 
when the walls were razed and the city destroyed , nor was 
it ever again rebuilt. 

At the commencement of the year 474, the city ofWahida 
rebelled against the power of Juzef Ben Taxfin ; but it was 
taken by storm. In this year the king likewise subjugated 
the lands and tribes of Beni Barnetin, when he beheaded 
the Xeques who had been the leaders of the conquered 
Cahilas. He then proceeded against Telidzan, which he 
took for the second time. That conquest was followed by 
those of Medina Tunis and Medina Wahran, with that of 
Gebal G-uacasris and all the east country, even to Q-ezair. 
After this the King Juzef Ben Taxfin returned to Morocco, 
which city he entered in the moon of JRebie Segunda, of the 
year 475,'* 

111 the same year, Juzef once more received letters from 
Almutamed Aben Abed, King of Seville, wherein that 
sovereign entreated his assistance, and sought to obtain his 
friendship ; when Juzef promised to pass into Spain so soon 
as he had freed his hands from the war of Cebta, with which 
they w'ere then occupied. 

It was at this time that Alfonso Ben Perdeland,t King 
of the Christians, directed his march against Andalusia, into 
which country he poured an immense host of warriors 
gathered from the Iniidel bands of Afranc (which is Trance) 

* An. 1082 : or, as other cotnputaiors have it, 1085. 

t Ferdinand ; whom the Arabic authors call indifferently Ferdiland, 
Ferdeland, and Ferdanun. 
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tbcir troops having joined those of G-alelikia^ and Castille, 
as liai also tlio banners of the Albakenses, who are the 
dwellers attho foot of those mountains v Inch separate Spain 
from the land of Afranc. With these forces Alfonso took 
his way towards Saragossa, burning the towns through which 
he passed, cutting up the cultivated fields, and putting the 
inhabitants of all to the edge of the sword The people lied 
before his troops in terror, and on every side there arose 
the wail of death and desolation, seeing that AJfonso Ben 
Perdiland spared the life of none hut those who were unable 
to oppose him. The brave King of Saragossa was unable to 
resist this torrent ; and all Spain now beheld itself inundated 
by the furious bands of the lufidel, who were led on by 
merciless tyrants, cruelly oppressing the unhappy Moslemah 
of every province in the land. 

When the Ameers of Spain beheld that spectacle, they 
were at length compelled to open their eyes to the true 
state of things, and they perceived but too clearly that 
Alfonso Ben Bcrdeland would quickly find means to accom- 
plish all his designs, unless they on their parts could oppose 
some more effectual resistance to his forces than they had 
hitherto been able to bring against them. 

We have already related the fact that Abul Walid Albage, 
Cadi of Cordova and Covernor of that city for Aben Abed 
King of Seville, had invited all the Ameers to send their 
Alimes, Alfakees, and Cadies, from the various Aljamas of 
Spain to a council to be held in the capital of Ahen Abed ; 
these ambassadors assembling accordingly in the city of 
Seville, whither they had been convoked by the Cadi of Cor- 
dova aforesaid, in concert with his master, Aben Abed the 
ting. 

The danger of universal ruin with which they were 
threatened was then discussed between the grave men form- 
ing that cfonference, when all were of opinion that letters 
should be written to every Ameer of Spain, exhorting all 
to the common defence of the country against the Christians, 
and calling upon every ruler to instruct the Walies and 
Alcaides of the cities and fortress on the frontiers, to the 
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same efTect. -All replied iminediatedly, declaring witli one 
accord that a Sacred War must instantly be published among 
the faithful as undertaken against Alfonso Ben Berdiland ; 
but at the same time these Ameers of Spain had so little 
confidence in the efficiency of their own resources, that they 
hkcwise agreed to send messengers to the Prince of the 
Alnioravides, even Juzef Ben Taxfin, entreating him to pass 
over into Spain with a strong bodv of troops for the pur- 
pose of joining with them in the Algihed or Holy War about 
to commence. 

All \vere of accord as to the necessity for this step, with 
the sole exception of Abdallah Ben Zagut, governor of 
Malaga for Aben Abed, King of Seville, and that Wali 
opposed the same with the utmost constancy, declaring that 
it was not expedient to bring the Almoravide Moslemah into 
Spain, they being a people accustomed only to the sandy 
wastes and deserts of Africa ; he added, that to invite them 
into the land would be equivalent to the admission therein 
of the fiercest lions and tigers produced by those regions ; 
that lie could not give his trust to those African Moslemah, 
and that if their King Juzef Ben Taxfin did succeed in 
breaking the chains which Alfonso Ben Perdiland was 
fastening around them, yet it was much to be feared that 
the conqueror would then lay others upon them, which thov 
might find yet more weighty, and more difficult of removah 
Abdallah Ben Zagut then exhorted the assembled coun- 
sellors to consider in how short a time Juzef Ben Taxfin had 
subjugated the cities of Almagreb and deprived of thei” 
liberty the numerous tribes of those regions, with all the 
most powerful Oabilas of Alkibla* and Sus Alaksa. He de- 
clared that the most advisable step to be then taken was, 
for the Spanish sovereigns to form a true and sincere union 
among themselves, and forgetting the discords which had 
hoen the one great cause of the rum bv which 'they were 
menaced, join all their forces in a well-sustained contest 
with Alphonso Ben Perdiland ; which, if they would do, re- 
nouncing all particular interests, and thinking only of the 
common weal, it was certain that they would prove superior 
to tho Christians who were assailing them ; nay, would cer- 


* Alkibla, orAlquibla: Ih© South. 
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tainly "be invincible, provided only that every Ameer ■would 
fciincerely support and assist all the otliers. In conclusion, 
the wise and upright Abdallah reminded his hearers of those 
contentions which had caused their present woes, affirming 
that they all well knew the strife they had occasioned to 
have brought on the decadence of the Mosleman power, and 
imploring them to let that knowledge now have its due 
weight in their counsels. 

But this prudent discourse was heard with ill-will, and met 
with complete disapprobation. Abdallah Ben Zagut was 
accused of being in confederacy with Alfonso Ben Fcrdiland, 
the Aliines and Alfakirs declaring him to be a bad Mosleman 
and an enemy of the law. They accordingly excommuni- 
cated the nolile defender of the truth, and pronounced him 
to be worthy of death. 

The letter of the Ameers was then sent to Juzef Ben 
Taxfin without further opposition, Aben Abed affixing his 
seal to it for Seville, Badis or Habus Ben Balkin for 
Granada, Omar Ben Alaftas for Badaljos, Tahye Almenoun 
Ben Ismail Ben Byliioun for Valencia, Moez-Daula for 
Almeria, Aben Zeidun, the Wali of Tadmir, for that city, 
with its Com areas, and Aben Tahir, with other Walies, for 
the remaining provinces. The letter was signed, at a W'ord, 
by thirteen Ameers, all joining to entreat with earnest 
prayers that Juzef Ben Taxfin would be pleased to pass into 
Spain and liberate them by his power from the proud 
enemy by whom they were oppressed. The letter further- 
more sot forth the condition of the country, whoso cities it 
described as burnt and destroyed, while the fields were cut 
up, and the fortresses (Occupied by the Christian foe. The 
latter was furthermore declared to be constantly carrying 
off the flower of the Mosleman youth into a hard captivity 
before the eyes of the writers. These words were affirmed 
to he the supplication of all the followers of the Koran, and 
Juzef Ben Taxfin was implored to give ear to the lamenta- 
tions of so many unfortunate creatures, and proceed with 
his conquering hosts, favoured of Allah, to redeem their 
lives, since in his generosity alone could they hope to find 
a certain refuge. 

Now Juzef Ben Taxfin was at Medina Fez when this 
letter was laid before him, and he had there received intelli- 
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gonoo fi’Din hh mn Oilman but ti short time previously, to 
the elleet that the latter had taken Cebta, Yliieh city he had 
entered as a ctnupieror iu the moon of Itebio Primera, of the 
year t77. 

''rhese nv^vs rt*jtu*co(l King Juzef greatly, and for that 
reason he reeeivod the siippli ration of the Spanish Ameers 
with the grt^ator i>leasure. Jle determined in his own mind 
to paNS the sea and (*uter Spain from Cebta, aiW be had 
visited that eont|ueHt ; but since he was now perfectly tran- 
quil and at peaee hi his own States, ho desired lirst to take 
time for the rtnun\al and inerease of his armies, and for the 
due arrangmiient of oilier nilairs relating to the household 
of his palace and tlie ofRcials of lus court. 

In these dispositions Juzef BeU Taxfin was in no haste to 
reply io the Ameers of Hpain; wherefore, though resolved to 
ent,er ultimately on the Algilied or Holy War, he determiued 
to seh'et the moment which might best suit him for doing 
so; he, first wrote letters and sent ambassadors into the 
Desert to the various Cabilaa of Lamtuna, Musafa, Q-iidala, 
and others, making known to them how God had enriched 
him with new kingdoms in the different parts of Almagreb, 
and hoivtho natives of those lands were obeying and serving 
him villi much good will. Ho described to those African 
Cnbilas the excelltmeo and abundant fertility of the country, 
entreatuig them very warmly to repair to his palace and 
sovereignty, wdioro ho desired to receive them as hia friends, 
and liestovv rewards upon the chief among them, as upon 
his own kindred and the members of his family, proposing 
to render them all rich and powerful. He added, that to 
this elfect he w’as reserving for thema the most honourable 
employments about his court, in the provinces of his empire, 
and in its various cities, with distinguished commands in his 
armies, to the end that they, being as they were of his own 
people, might aid liim to govern the states which Q-od had 
confided to his rule. 

By this generous invitation vast numbers were attracted 
to the enjoyment of the advantages proposed to them in 
terms so flattering, insomuch that no long time had elapsed 
before whole troops from every tribe of the Desert came 
flocking to the court of Juzef Ben Taxfin, who received 
them with all the favour he had given them the right to 
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expect, conferring on tlie more distinguished of their number 
the most honourable charges, and rendering all content, be- 
cause he employed each man according to the degree of his 
learning, his worth, and the nobility of his Imeago The king 
distributed these new comers into the yarious provinces and 
cities of his dominions as he had promised them that he 
would do, in such sort that the lands of Almagreb, half de- 
populated by the conflicts described, were soon filled by 
inhabitants who had come from the Cabilas of Lamtuna and 
other tribes of the Desert. 

This, then, was the most prosperous and happy epoch of 
the Alraoravides ; the armies of the King Juzof Ben Taxfin 
increased to a vast extent ; the extent of his power and 
greatness prevailed mightily, and the fame of these was 
bruited abroad, not in Africa only, but m Spain also ; nay, 
even in the lands lying beyond that country. It thus 
happened that on the occasion of his having completed the 
conquests of the kingdoms of Fez, Telmzan, Mekmeza, and 
other states, previously ruled by the Zeneta Ameers, his 
Xeques and Walies, with the governors of his provinces, 
and the nobles of his court, came around him in a body, 
when, being thus congregated, they spake to the following 
elfect, and said, — That although his moderation had hitherto 
contented itself with the title of Ameer only, yet they now 
entreated him to change that appellation for the more 
august one of a Caliph in the Lands of the West, with suQh 
other distinguished and honourable titles as were suitable 
to his great power : they enforced this request by the 
remark that the name of Ameer, once used exclusively by 
the Caliphs, had now •become a title common to many 
princes and lords of but slight importance, both in Africa 
and Spain ; wherefore they entreated him very humbly that 
for the future ho would permit them to consider him as the 
Ameer Amuminin, or supreme ruler and sovereign of the 
Faithful. 

To this Juzef Ben Taxfin replied by the declaration that 
he would not assume the title they proposed, since his doing 
so could not be otherwise than displeasing to Q-od, the 
august appellation they recommended belonging to the Ca- 
liphs of the East alone, seeing that these last were the illus- 
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trious descendants of tlic Prophet and of the Lords of both 
the Holy Houses,^ 'whereas he was himself nothing more 
than a man wdio gloried in being the follower of the re- 
ligion of the great Princes and Caliphs of the East. 

His Xeques then requested that ho would at least permit 
them to honour him with some title by which he might be 
known from the other Ameers, and winch was his manifest 
due, since ho had of a truth distinguished and raised himself 
above all the rest by the glory of his exploits. It was then 
agreed by those present that lie should be called Ameer 
Almuzlimin, or Lord of the Moslcmah, to which was subse- 
quently added Nasaradin ; and to the end that these titles 
should be known to all, they were published in the Almim- 
barcs and at the Azala of every Juma. 

The Xeques and Xpbles then assembled decided at the 
same time on the formularies to be employed in the decla- 
rations, petitions, and other papers thenceforward to be 
addressed to the sovereign, and the decree arranging these 
matters was conceived in the following terms : — 

“In the name of God, the Generous, the Merciful ! 
“We, the Ameer Almuzlimin Nasaradin Juzef Aben 
Taxhn, to all the great men and nobles of our kingdoms and 
states, and to all the tribes whom God in his goodness has 
been pleased to coutijiue in his holy fear, and guide accord- 
ing to his pleasure. Salutation in the highest prosperity, 
-with the mercy and blessing of God, be with yon ! 

“ After thanks offered to God, to whom, as the Giver of 
every source of victory, all praises are due, we have sent 
you this letter, written and made known in this our Court 
of Medina Morocco — which ma/ God preserve ! — in the 
middle of the moon of Muharram, in the year 478 ; and that 
which it contains is as follows ; — 

“ Since God has bestowed upon us the mercy of many 
great victories, very glorious aud renowned,* and hath 
enriched us with abundant and manifold favours, as it were 
with a dew of benefits, at the same time confirming us in 
the true path of the Law which hath been laid before us by 
our Prophet, the Liberal, the Selected, we have permitted 


^ Hddina and Mecca. 
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that ye, when ye speak or write to ns, in your letters of 
supplication, shall call ns by that title above expressed, 
namely, King of the Paithful, and Protector or Defender 
of the Paith, hereby distinguishing ns from the rest of 
the kings who govern the cabilas or tribes of Africa and of 
other regions. 

‘‘ And furthermore we have determined and allowed, that 
whoever shall speak to ns, or demand anything at onr hands 
by ivnting, shall require it from our high and royal person 
under the title and name above written. If so it shall 
please God, who is in truth the Lord of Protection by His 
liberality. We greet you well.” 


CHAP XII — Or THE ALLIANCE EOEMED BY THE MOSLEMAH OP SPAIN 
AND JtrZEP BEN TAXPIN, AMEEH OP THE PAITHPHL, AGAINST ALFONSO 
BEN PEEDILANDjKING OP THE CHETSTIANS ; OP THE CONQUESTS OP THE 
LATTER, AND OP HOW, HAVING TAKEN TOLEDO, HE WEITE3 TO ABPN 
ABED, KING OP SEVILLE. 

KinG" Juzef Ben Taxfin dismissed the ambassadors of Anda- 
lusia highly satisfied with their reception, he having pro- 
mised to send them aid that should deliver them from the 
wrongs and oppressions they were suffering, as i\ell as 
from the perils which were threatening them, and from the 
strait of which they complained. And these evils were 
in fact daily becoming more grievous in Spain, seeing that 
Alfonso Ben Perdiland was pouring the thunders of his 
WTatli upon the country,* and casting the lightnings of deso- 
lation over all that owned the Moslemah name. He now 
seemed to aspire to nothing less than the deprivation of 
every Ameer in Spain of his lordships, and the rendering all 
the prince^ of that country mere tributaries to himself. He 
treated such as held intercourse with him with great arro- 
gance and haughtiness, as is manifest from the letters winch 
were written to him by Kmg Omar Ben Alaftas, lord of 
Algarve. 

That Ameer was his nearest neighbour, since his lands 
lay on the frontiers of GaUicia, and he was exposed more 
than any other of the Moslemah princes to the menaces 
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of that enemy of Allah;> Alfonso Ben Berdiland. In these 
letters he complains accordingly of the pride and ambition 
displayed by Alfonso, and of the purpose of that Christian 
to render all around him his vassals, and tributary to liis 
power ; Alfonso presuming it to be no difficult task to sub- 
jugate a district lying so closely upon the borders of his 
own kingdom. In the terms liere following it w^as, then, 
that Omar Ben Alaftas replied to the arrogant demands 
and menaces of Alfonso Bon Berdiland:— 

Omar Bon Alaftas Almudafar, King of Algarve, to 
^Ufonso, the King of Gallicia : — 

Brom the powerful King of the Christians there hath 
come to our hands a letter, wherein he, full of presumption, 
and of confidence in that greatness which the incompre- 
hensible judgments of God have accorded to him, casteth 
thunders and lightnings against us, whom he menacetli, 
without any reason given, with the whole might of his 
hosts, the terrors of his vast power, and the victory of his 
arms. 

“ But Alfonso Ben Berdiland doth not seem to know or 
understand that God also still possesses armies wherewith 
he honours and makes triumphant the truth of His Law and 
the doctrme of our Prophet Muhamad, favouring and assist- 
ing those Moslemah who make just war against the 
Christians, or who follow the path which God bath laid 
open to them without signs of fear, knowing and fearing 
God, and showing marks of contrition for their sins. These 
things the King Alfonso doth not know or understand, or 
he w^ould not write as he hath written. Por if the face of 
the Christian now shines and is resplendent, that is by the 
permission of God, and to the end that the Paithful may be 
made aware of their late blindness, and may open their 
eyes to the light : [thus distinguishing the good from the 
evil, God hath also permitted these things thak even the 
Misbelievers may receive a lesson and a warning. 

“ With respect to the contempt and mockery wherewith 
the Christian King hath loaded the Moslemah, because of 
tlic defeat that they have suffered and the evils they endure, 
let him know that we, the Moslemah so reproached, under- 
stand these things to have been caused by our sius, and by 
the misunderstandings and discords which have arisen among 
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ourselves, destroying the unity lluit sliould exist in our 
nation. Tea, of a trutli, if wo do but become one, and 
associate ourselves into a firm baud, then shall wo make 
you, Oh King Alfonso — ^j’ou and your Christians — again 
confess that we still know how to prepai'o tlxose dainty 
morsels which our forefathers of otlier times have made 
your ancestors taste to their sorrow, Kuow, theretbre, 
that we have not lost hope in Grod, and tliat with llis help 
wx shall not desist Irom believing that there is prepared for 
thee, Alfonso, the most bitter cup that ever thou hast yet 
known, or even heard of, hut w’bich wo shall make thee 
drmk, yea, down to the dregs thereof. 

“Meanwhile, and awaiting that day, do thou remember the 
times of Muhamad Almanzor, and bring to thy memory those 
treaties wherein thy forefathers ofiered him the homage even 
of their own daughters, and sent him those damsels in 
tribute, eveu to the land of our rule. As to ourselves, if it 
be true that our numbers have diminished, and that there is 
none to aid us, yet between thee and us there flows no sea, 
nor is there any other impediment to separate us one from 
the other ; nay, rather we have still battle-grounds for our 
conflict, as thou shalt know, when the edges of our swords, 
reflecting the breasts of thy people, shall dazzle thine eyes 
ivith their pure and resplendent lustre, so that thou shalt be 
able to see only the fearful glancing of our arms. 

“My confidence is in Q-od: in Him, and in His angels 
appearing under human forms, do I hope to find protection 
from thy power. We expect help from God only; nor is 
there any other shelter open to us save of God alone, in 
whom is our sole refuge? at a word, we are lookmg only for 
one of two felicities ; either a glorious victory over thy 
people — and Oh, the rapturous delight of that felicity — or 
a death that shall be still more w^elcome and glorious m the 
path and service of our God. And this ! Oh, what a happi- 
ness, what a heaven of delights doth it not offer to us ! for 
in that Paradise shall God confer on us the great reward 
and indemnification for all thy menaces and the result of 
our honourable death. But it will not be thus , and before 
that time shall come we shall yet receive a victory from the 
hands of God that shall redeem and deliver ns from all our 
past sufferings : and may God the Highest give to thee, Oh 
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King Alfonso, the same miseries witli whicli thou hast 
threatened us ! 

But Avitli all this appearance of trust and fearlessness, 
King Omar Ben Alaftas, although a brave and noble cap- 
tain, felt assured that his forces were not of strength to resist 
the power of Alfonso, and ^ reflecting that the near neigh- 
bourhood of his lands to those of the Christian king would 
give the latter an opportunity for entering them, as he had 
just done those of Toledo, he wrote a pressing letter to 
King Juzef Aben Taxfiu, begging that monarch not to delay 
his arrival in Spain, where his aid w’as much required to 
repress the advances of the Christians, who were contending 
against the Moslemah with continued prosperity : the letter 
to Jusef was written by his own hand, and was as follows : — 
Broin Ben Alaftas, the Confident in G-od, to Juzef Ben 
Taxfin, King of the Moslemah : — 

** As the light and splendour of the good guiding star, so 
bo that, 0 King of the Moslemah, w^hom may God defend 
and prosper I which leads, directs, and moves thy steps. 
Thou who hast chosen for thy path the way of beneficence 
and wisdom, hast occupied thyself continually for the good 
of others, and hast turned all thy desires to Jhe makmg of 
war on the misbelievers. 

“ Of all this we have been constantly well informed, and 
being assured that thou hast dedicated thyself to the honour, 
exaltation, and defence of our Law, we think it well to have 
recourse to thee, w’lio art the most powerful conqueror of 
the infidels, and the most illustrious captain, as well as the 
greatest emperor of our laith. "We therefore implore thy 
assistance and the aid of thy troops* to succour and defend 
our religion and ourselves. 

“ And the pressure of our misfortunes is indeed extreme ; 
tribulations and calamities surround us on everj part of 
Spain, while there are evils so much greater still menacing 
the land, that we cannot even think of them without terror. 
This accursed race of infidels is surrounding us on every 
side, and hath continued to do so from the time when our 
people began to lu gleet the subjugation of their hordes, 
and above all, since we have ceased to live in amity and 
union among ourselves. These our enemies have thus 
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"become great and formidable; they have extended their 
•wingSj and having ever hated us, these dogs, now finding 
their power increased, have given way to their inimical fury, 
and taking us at a defenceless moment, have infused into us 
a panic which keepeth us with the head ever turned on the 
shoulder,* leaving us not power of helping ourselves, if it 
be not with perfidious treaties which bring no relief, and 
with plausible words of pretended submission, which give no 
comfort to our hearts, but rather keep us in perpetual care 
and the dread of what may next chance to us. 

“ 'Nor do the fears we suffer decrease because we daily 
send these infidels rich and precious gifts, permitting them, 
moreover, to drain every kind of provisions and muniments 
from our lands. All these sacrifices do not calm our terrors, 
nor diminish our perils ; yet if the injuries we suffer did not 
go beyond this, we might endure them cheerfully, content 
to bear the trials and miseries of our condition , but they are 
increasing as well as persistent, for these our enemies are 
insatiable, they daily take from us our possessions, and we, 
wretched creatures that we are, permit them to do so in 
silence, nay, we are even compelled to be thankful when 
they infiict on us no more serious evil than robbery, and have 
to force ourselves to a sort of gratitude, bethinking ourselves 
at the same time of what we can find to give them when 
they next come to make a demand. 

“ But, my lord, they draw the very eyes from our head, 
and the wrongs they have infiicted on us have infected our 
whole being, so that they would almost appear to have 
become incurable, Bor our enemies now know that we 
possess nothing more to give them, and as their covetous- 
ness acknowledges no bounds, they are preparmg to seize 
and plunder our cities and fortresses. At a word, the 
Christians have carried sword and fire over all Spain ; the 
points of ‘their lances and the keen edge of their svrords 
have drunk and are drmking streams of Moslemah blood, 
while those who have escaped with life from the sanguinary 
battle, groan in a bard captivity, amidst the tortures inflicted 

* In a state of watchfulness and fear, as one ever looting round Inra 
for a refuge. 
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by the cruel hands of their tyrants ; siDce these infidels think 
only of bringing us to a miserable end, after having made us 
suffer indescribable torments. 

“It would now appear that they are at this moment 
preparing to give us the ultimate assault, and believe that 
the fulfilment of their desires, which is our absolute ruin 
and subjugation, is no longer distant. But, 0 faith of God I 
can it indeed be possible that the Moslemah have lost the 
hope and courage which have hitherto enabled them to 
defend and uphold the truth of our law ? Must the day 
come when infidelity shall triumph over the true faith ? when 
the worshippers of a Godhead made up of diflerent persons 
shall conquer those who confess only the Unity of God ? 
and shall there be none found to defend us from these 
oppressors ? Will there be no Bedeemer to lift our sacred 
law once more from the earth to which it has fallen ? and 
shall the Defender of religion and holy precepts so much 
needed, fail to appear ? We, have, indeed, no other auxiliary 
or refuge but in God, before whose exalted throne, where- 
unto the breath of our lowliest earthly prayer is nevertheless 
permitted to rise, the Divine goodness hath prepared a 
refuge even for the vilest and most debased. Bor our mis- 
fortunes there is no earthly consolation ; our calamities are 
unequalled. 

“I have not written earlier to thee, 0 King of the 
Moslemah, because I have been employed in the attempt 
to shield the land from the incursions to which it hath been 
subjected, and by the siege of Medina Cauria, which may 
God once more restore to our governance ! but that siege 
hath all but caused the utter depopu!ation of this Moslemah 
territory, being as it is so close on the borders of the foe. 
My fear lest the city of which I now write to thee should 
be irretrievably lost to us had been perpetually increasing, 
because the forces maintained around it by the enfemy were 
augmented daily, until at length the place fell into his 
power ; an event which has greatly added to our misfortunes. 
In the midst of Medina Gauria there is a castle of extraor- 
dmary strength, and wdiich does indeed surpass every other 
in the power of its defences ; it is as it were the centre of 
the centre, and dominates all the parts of the city -which 
surround it, as would the true centre of a circle ; holding 
YOL. II, E 
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the entire circumference of the district in its ken, and per- 
mitting nothing done within a ccrtam limit to be concealed 
from him who holds that fortress, and who commandeth all, 
whether near or^ on the outer extremibies of that limit. 
Insomuch that this citadel was as a fierce and tempestuous 
wind in the violence with which it poured its defenders on 
those by whom it was beleaguered, but by a treacherous 
feint the enemy made himself master of the same, now the 
towers thereof are in the hands of the proud Infidel, and 
unless thou, 0 King, shalt come speedily with thy forces of 
foot and horse to tlie aid of the oppressed Moslemah, so 
shall the whole district be soon given a prey to desolation 
and ruin. I do not recal to thy memory, *0 King of the 
Moslemah, the words of the book of G-od nor the precepts 
of our honoured prophet, because among the wise Almas of 
your land there is more learning as well as more love of 
letters than we have in our land of Spain. 

“ This my letter do I send to thee by the hands of a 
noble Xeque, our chancellor and Alchatib, to the end that 
if any uncertainty should exist in thy mind as to particular 
portions of its contents, he might declare and make manifest 
the truth. He hath accepted the mission for his part, 
resolving to bp the bearer of the letter and the messenger 
in this embassy, because to do so is a meritorious work, and 
in the hope of gaining from your power the singular grace 
of that succour which we need so much. Nor have I 
hesitated to confide to him aU my intentions, having the 
most perfect trust in his well-assured fidelity, as well as in 
his knowledge and the clearness wibh which he will be able 
to make all known to Ihee. And herewith do wo bid thee 
heartily farewell.” 

Now at this time King Alfonso of Gallicia was much 
inflated by the conquest of Toledo, which was as it were the 
head of Spain, and the chief abode of her ancient kings. 
He soon became desirous of new victories, and therefore 
trampled under foot the conventions existing between 
himself and Aben Abed, King of Seville ; nay, was now 
content with nothing less than the making him a tributary 
and vassal, as he had done in the case of the unfortunate 
Tahye Alcadir Ben Almamun, King of Valencia. Where- 
fore the Christian King put an end to the peace which then 
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subsisted between himself and he King of Seville, and 
which prevented him from falling upon the territory of 
Andalusia, as he had done on that of Toledo and its Comar- 
cas ; writing to Aben Abed and requiring him to resign 
certain fortresses, which Alfonso enumerated, into the hands 
of his ambassadors. Alfonso fiurthermore despatched a 
considerable force for the purpose of receiving the strong- 
holds in question ; or supposing that to be refused, Aben 
Abed was exhorted at least to admit that the holds in 
question did of right belong to him, Alfonso Ben Berdeland, 
King of Grallicia, who required the Sevillian monarch to 
do this without fail or delay, making manifest in all his 
words how highly he felt exalted and rejoiced by his lately 
obtained victories. 

The letter of the Christian was conceived in the following 
^erms : — 

“Krom the commander and lord of the two laws and 
nations, the excellent and powerful King, Don Alfonso Ben 
Sancho, to the King Almutamed BiUah Aben Abed. May 
God strengthen and enlighten his understanding to the end 
that he may determme to follow the true path, which is that 
of safety for him and hia people ! Salvation and good-will on 
the part of a King, even the extender of kingdoms and the 
protector of the nations, whose head hath become grey in 
the prudent observation and knowledge of things, in the 
exercise and mastery of arms, and m the perpetual acquisi- 
tion of victories ; in whose house the completion of his 
designs and the fulfilment of his will is never-failing ; 
under whose banners Victory hath made her abode ; who 
makes the lance and the sword to yield before him, even 
before his hand, and before the brave countenances of his 
cavaliers ; from whom it comes that the dames and damsels 
of the Moslemah are clothed in the habits of mourning ; 
He who commands the swords to be bound to the girdles 
his warriors that the wail of lamentation and the cry of 
terror may be heard in your land : Oh, ye who arouse his 
anger ! .. U’ 

“ Well dost thou know what hath chanced in the city of 
Toledo, the head and court of all Spain ; nor hath what is 
befalling its inhabitants and those of its Comarcas boon 
concealed from thme cars. The siege of that city and its 
conquest have been made known to thee, and it* thou and 
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thino liatli hitherto escaped, your time is now come. Nor 
hath it been so long delayed by any cause but by mine own 
will and for mine own pleasure ; wherefore, if thou art now 
quiet and undisturbed, do thou bethink thee that the 
prudence and circumspection of man is best made manifest 
by the manner in which he looks to himself at critical 
moments, considering well what it behoves him to do, lest 
he fall into a snare and suffer calamities for which lie can 
afterwards find no remedy. And now of a truth, if thou 
dost not fulfil exactly all the conditions that exist between 
us, and redeem on thy part the word which we have given 
to each other — ^for to my heart there is nothing that lies 
nearer than the redemption of my word, and the preservation 
of my plighted faith — I will fall on thy territories, and vdth 
fire and sword will drive thee from the borders of Spain, 
without permitting any delays for question and reply, nor 
shall there he any other messenger between ns but the loud 
clangour of arms, the fierce neighing of the war-horse, the 
thundering of the Atamhonrs,* and the trumpets that sound 
to battle. I send thee this notice beforehand, to deprive 
thee of all excuse for delay, and I warn thee that he only 
hath need to be in haste whose fears assure him that the 
event will not be in accordance with his wishes. 

“ This message I have sent to thee by the hands of the 
Oarmut Albarhan, because I confide in him, because I think 
him able to conduct and conclude affairs, and believe that 
he knows how to confer with such persons as command his 
respect. Treat him with confidence, for he hath prudence 
for all that thou mayst desire to communicate to him as to 
whatever may concern Ihy person and vassals. And now as 
shall be thy deportment in this matter, so shall hereafter he 
the works that shall ensue and their effects, farewell.” 


CHAP. XIII.— Or THE eeplx or apex abed to the eixo don 
alEonso, and or the conveesation or the king- or Seville 

WITH HIS SON. 

^ The letter of the King Don Alfonso appeared highly 
offensive and haughty to Aben Abed, King of Seville, as 

♦ Atamboiirs . drums used by the Moslemah. 
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did the proposals made to him on the part of the Gallician 
sovereign by his messenger Albarhan ; and although there 
were many viziers in the Court of Aben Abed^ who advised 
him to take the safer path, and come to an agreement with 
Alfonso, even to the paying him tribute, yet Aben Abed, 
who was a man of an absolute will, was not to be moved by 
those counsels ; he considered the letter of Alfonso as a 
Singular proof of arrogance and rude incivility : he therefore 
replied to him in verse, for Aben Abed was an excellent 
poet and very learned, as he did also in prose, and the sub- 
stance of the latter mission was as follows : — 

“ Prom the great and victorious King — sheltered beneath 
the mercy of Qod and confiding in his divine goodness — 
Muhamad Aben Abed, to the proud enemy of Allah, Alfonso, 
son of Sancho, who entitles himself king of kings and lord 
of the two nations and laws. May G-od destroy his vain 
titles, and grant salvation to those who walk in the right 
way ! 

“And now as to thy pretension in calling thyself lord of 
the two nations, it is a truth that the Moslemah hath a 
better right to boast of that title than thyself, since they 
have possessed themselves of the territories of the Chriustians, 
and do still hold the same : as also because of the multitude 
of their vassals and their riches in arms and tributes, for 
never wilt thou be able to exalt thy povrer to an equality 
with ours, nor could all thy law, with each one of its 
followers, enable thee to attain to such. A fortunate year 
wouldst thou have cause to declare that in which thou shouldst 
behold an event so great accomplished. iSTo more sound or 
prudent counsel could have been gi^n tbee than that which 
thou hast followed, for know that wo are about to wake 
us from our sleep and arouse us from the supine careless- 
ness m which we have lately permitted ourselves to remain. 
Up to the present time we might have had some thought of 
paying thee tribute, hut not content with that, thou art now 
desiring to occupy our cities and fortresses. But dost thou 
not shame thee to have expressed such a wish? "Wouldst 
thou have us resign our towns to thy people, and dost thou 
command us as if we were thy vassals ? I marvel much at 
the heat and eagerness with which thou hast pressed us to 
fulfil thy vain and haughty will. Thou hast inflated thy 
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tTiouglits by the conquest of Toledo, without reflecting that 
thou dost not owe that advantage to thy power and the 
might thy hand, but to the force and determination of 
the Dmiie will, winch had in its eternal decrees so destined 
that it should be, and herein hast thou betrayed thyself into 
a fatal deception. Well too dost thou know that we also 
have arms and horses, with a brave people, who do not 
tremble at the clamours of battle, nor turn their eyes from 
the horrible face of death. Once engaged in the strife, thou 
knowest that they are well able to come forth with honour 
from the work. Our generals are not unacquainted with the 
ordering of squadrons, the duo marshalling of their troops, 
and the management of the ambush. Nor do they fear to 
enter amidst the files of thy swords, and they turn not in 
terror from opposing lances. We ourselves have not 
shunned to make our couch on the hard earth, with a cloak 
for our resting-place, nor do we shrinlc from the watches of 
the night, or the duty of him who wakes to guard the camp. 
To us the furious blows of the raging brood of devils brings 
eternal hfe. 

“ And now, that thou mayst see my reply to he meant as 
it is said, 1 hid thee know that we hold a well-prepared 
response to thy demand in the shining swords and sharp 
lances that with one accord we have taken into our hands. 
True it is that there is no evil which doth not bring a 
benefit in its company, and that he who hath determined 
suddenly incurs as sudden a repentance. When did thy 
forefathers come happily from the strife with ours, if it 
were not by some vile baseness, some despicable craft of art, 
with so many of which thou art provided, hut which yet are 
but of little value when too frequently repeated ? 

I perceive that those who counsel thee are but beasts 
without understanding. Nay, thine is a people of so little 
worth that'they are never found to uphold their vain prating 
by such works as might accredit the sounding phrase, and 
accordingly never can we slay them fighting in open field, 
but must ever drag them forth from within their towers, or 
combat their craven hordes as they lie hidden within the 
fastness of a rock or the walls of a city. 

K “ Do these thy counsellors believe us to he deprived of 
understanding, or consider us unable to^ comprehend ^the 
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vicissitudes to which Men, States, and Kingdoms are sub- 
jected ? It is true that we have made certain agreements to 
the eifect that neither of us shall use his arms against the 
other, for which cause I have refrained from aiding the 
men of Toledo, whether with my forces or counsels, and 
may Grod forgive me for that fault, as well as for the fact 
that I have not earlier opposed myself to thy designs and 
aggressions. Or rather let me give thanks to Grod who 
hath comprised the whole punishment of mine error in 
the vain words wherewith thou hast insulted us. Eut as 
these words do not cut short the thread of life, so do I yet 
confide in Allah, that he will protect me against thee, nor 
shall any long time elapse before thou shalt see my warriors 
in thy land, for Gl-od favours and upholds the true faith ; 
he extends salvation to those who know and follow the 
truth, but turns his face from falsehood and its deceits.*’ 

In verse the King of Seville expressed himself as follows : 

1. Tile terrors and the debasement of fear find no 
harbour in the soul of the generous. A manly heart may 
not endure words hke thine, however close the ties of friend- 
ship^ have once entwined around us. 2. "Why should I 
fall in terror before the menaces of thy pride, as shakes the 
cowardly serf before the rage of his lord ? Base and degrad- 
ing is fear j it suits none save the low souls of the vulgar. 
3. If in a dark hour of my destiny I once offered thee 
pledges of faith, hope thou from my hand nought hence- 
forward but the combat and ruthless assault. 4. Battle by 
night and by day, desolation that never shall cease. Eire 
and the sword arc thy portion. 5. Yea, such are the gifts that 
I proffer thee, these are the tributes I pay. Silver and gold 
are no gauds for thy hand; we approach with the steel of our 
swords. 6. Grroaler and mightier far is the God who 
created the world : Allah, the master of all. Allah, the Grod 
of my trust. Greater, I say, than the Cross of thy worship, 
the symbol that waves on thy banner and gleams on thy 
blade. 7. Up then, and rush to the battle. Arm thee, I call 
to the fight 1 Never again from this day be between us aught 
milder than slaughter and strife. Alas for the terror of Spain I 
8. The sun wades eclipsed in black clouds, tears of blood 
arc bedewing his face ; but the hard steel shall light us y itli 
myriads of sparks, flashing forth with thegroanings ofjiain. 
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9. See, the swords are hewildcring thine eyes, the confusion 
of discord is round thee. 10. Nor repentance shall linger 
afar, when the lance of our warriors glows red in the blood 
of thy people cast low. 

It is related that about this time King Alfonso despatched 
an ambassador to Seville, and in his company a Jew called 
Abcii Galib, who was the treasurer of the Gallician King, 
and an important officer as well as a much-trusted servant : 
the business of this man at the court of Seville being to 
receive a certain number of doubloons, which Abed Abed, 
King of Seville, had engaged to pay to King Alfonso. Now 
the ambassador and the jow* had not taken up their abode 
in the city, but at a short distance without the gates, where 
they had erected their pavilions, and thither did Abu Zeidun, 
the treasurer of Aben Abed, in company with other Viziers, 
bear the doubloons in question. 

But King Alfonso^s Jew would not receive those coins, 
under the pretext that they were not of well-approved gold; 
he demanded that they should be subjected to the test of fire 
and the touch-stone. On this there arose discussions and 
rejoinders, which consumed much time, until at length the 
Jew proposed that Aben Abed should give him certain ships 
which he had on the coast, in the place of the doubloons, 
since that Israelite maintained his refusal to accept the 
coins without having first assayed them. 

The proposal of the Hebrew enraged the King of Seville 
to so great a degree that he forbade his treasurers to pursue 
the matter further, and declared that the sum should not be 
paid in any manner: he added that he would no longer 
endure the insolence of the base crew whom Hon Alfonso 
had sent to beard him ; and that same night he dispatched 
certain of his slaves to the tents of the ambassador and the 
Jew, when they put the latter to death with many strokes 
of their daggers, sorely maltreating the Christians likewise, 
who had come in the train of the ambassador. “Whether 
this last outrage was perpetrated by the slaves in their 
unbridled license, or was done by order of certain amongst 
the viziers, to gratify Aben Abed, is not known, but it is 
averred that the king showed no marks of regret or resent- 
ment when the Christian ambassador complained to him, on 
the following day, of the disorders which had been com- 
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niittcd. The embassy of Alfonso thereupon departed from 
Seville, voi\ing vengeanee and thrciitoning reprisals on the 
part of his king. 

Aben Abed was far from being insoiisihle to the extent of 
the error and iniquity m hioh ho had thus committed, and 
some of his vizu'rs even advised him to send an apology for 
that event to King Alfonso, attributing the violence 
suUcreu by the Jew to the r:\ge of the people at the marks 
of distrust n kick ho had shown. But Aben Abed, deter- 
mined to break itli -Utbuso, thought only of j)reparing for 
the struggle about to ensue : wherefore, calling to him his 
son Kiixid, who had received the oath of allegiance as his 
successor, and already took an important part in the govern- 
ment of the state, he addressed him in these words : — 

0 my son, wo are as orphans in Andalusia, standing 
between a stormy sea and a ruthless as well as a powerful 
enemy : we have no protector that can avail us ought, save 
God the Highest alone. From the Ameers of Andalusia thou 
soest well that W'e can hope but little, since they can do 
nothing either for our aid or defence ; while on the other 
hand, the conquests and power of this Alfonso, the enemy of 
Allah, are also known to thee, and thou hast seen that by 
his good fortune and the constancy with which he has made 
war upon Toledo during seven years, he has made himself 
master of that city and its Oomarcas, which he has peopled 
with infidels and the vilest of men. The enemy of Grod had 
long dissembled his intention of oppressing us, and making 
our land his prey, hut now that he has raised his head 
I much doubt me lest his obstinacy and the good fortune of 
his arms should enable him to obtain the mastery of our 
kingdom ; nay, I cannot hut look to see him advancing at 
no distant period upon our own city, and if he once bring 
hither his famous troops, and seat his camp before our walls, 
it will bo di£&cult to dehver ourselves from his potver. 

“ And now the best resource that I can perceive in this 
extremity is that we entreat the succour of that new con- 
queror of Africa, Juzef Aben Taxfin, although we can- 
not do this without peril, as hath already been declared : 
and of a truth this Moslemah causes me scarcely less fear 
and distrust than doth the arrogance of the accursed Alfonso. 
By our continual wars, the treasures we might have once 
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commanded are exliansted, wliile tlie revenues and imposts 
have heen much diminished by the interruptions given to 
the culture of the earth, in consequence of the perpetual 
incursions and destruction of their fields to whicli the 
labourers of the realm have been subjected. Our armies 
also have lost much of their efficiency, and the warriors no 
longer appear m troops at our call, as they formerly did, 
while those whom we do obtain are faint-hearted idlers, fuU 
of terror ■end discouragement But there is even yet worse, 
for it IS not to be concealed that the people have eeased to 
give us their affection; nay, they have even learned to abhor 
us, and not they only, but the nobles also, in such sort that 
I see no other refuge for our safety than the doubtful one 
of a recourse to this Juzef Aben Taxfin, whom they call 
Xing of the Moslemah.” 

To these words the son of the king, even Eaxid Obeidallah, 
made answer and said : “ My father and my loril, — Thou 
hast then resolved to attract into Spam that ambitious 
Aben Taxfin, who hath come forth from the deserts of 
Alkibla* to subjugate all the tribes of Almagreb and Mau- 
ritania? But do not be deceived; this Juzef, with his 
barbarous people, will fall on us and our possessions, as 
they have done on those of the Ameers in Africa ; they will 
scatter our armies, break up our confederary of the Spanish 
A m eers, and eventually drive us from our beloved country.'* 

To this Aben Abed replied : “ Grod forbid, my son, that 
I should bring on myself the reproach of havmg ruined our 
Andalusia, or that it should be said of Aben Abed, * He 
hath made the land an abode of Infidels and the heritage of 
the Christian. Hever^’can I consent that maledictions on 
my name should be published from the Alminbars of our 
mosques, and that my memory should become execrable to 
the Moslemah, as hath happened to other most unhappy 
kings. Xo, by Allah ! No, my son ! rather would I 
prefer to make myself the slave of this Xing of Morocco, 
and become the servant of his camels, or the shepherd of 
his fiocks. Tea, this and worse, rather than be called a 
tributary Ameer and vassal to those dogs the Christians.’* 

^ Hearing that [declaration, the Prince Eaxid Obeidallah 


^ Allabla : the South. 



251 


A.D. 10S6.] EMBASSY TO JUZEE BEK TAXEIK. 

mad© answer: “Do tlien that wlaicli God liath inspired thee 
to do and the King Ahen Abed replied, “ I confide to 
His Divine goodness, and will trust that what He shall 
lead me to do will be good and advantageous to us as well 
as for all the Moslomah.” 


CHAP. XIV. — Op the embassy nESPATcnED by abeh abed to the 

KINO OP THE MOSLEMAH, JUJZEP ABEK TAXPIN. 

Maintaining the resolution thus announced, Aben Abed 
prepared his embassy ; he wrote a letter with his own hand, 
and caused others to be written by his Alchatib : that of the 
King was as follows : — 

“This letter for the presence of the Prince of the 
Moslemah, the protector of the faith, the restorer of the 
true sect of the Caliph. To the Imaum of the Moslemah, 
and king of the faithful, Abu Jacub Juzef Pen Taxfin, the 
illustrious and exalted by the greatness of his nobles,^ the 
laudator of the Divine majesty and of the power of the 
Highest, the resigned to God and to Heaven, who doth not 
inflate his thoughts by his honour and greatness, but con- 
tenteth himself with the rewards- which God hath conferred 
on him, — Muhamad Aben Abed sendeth greeting with 
salutation in the highest, and as is due to the high and 
sovereign person of the Moslemah king. The mercy of 
God also and his benediction be upon the Ameer of the 
faithful. ' 

“ This letter do I send thee ; and ibs discourse, leaving all 
other things, directeth itself solely to thy gracious majesty, 
and speaketh to thee from Medina Seville, being written 
in the middle of the Moon of Giumada Primera, in the 
year 479 * 

“ It IS certain, 0 King of the Moslemah, whom may God 
exalt and protect with his law, that we, the Arabs of 
Andalusia, have not preserved our illustrious tribes so dis- 
tinctly apart in our abodes of Spam, but that they have 
become interfused the one with the other. Our famihes, 
thus mingled, have finally dispersed themselves throughout 

♦ A.D. 1086. 
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the land of Spain, in such sort that little if any communi- 
cation hath of late been held betwreen them and our Cabilas 
dwelling in Africa. This want of union hath of late divided 
our interests, and from that division have resulted schism 
and discord, whereby the force of states is ever diminished : 
our natural enemies have thus been enabled to prevail 
against us. We are now therefore in such a condition that 
we have none to aid and protect us against him who is 
seeking to destroy us, and trample our country under his 
feet. Every day hath the rancour and malevolence of this 
our foe, even Alfonso, King of GaUicia, become more and 
more insuffererable. He hath entered our territories, as 
might a raging hound ; hath occupied our fortresses, hath 
carried their Moslemah defenders captive, and now 
menaceth to subject us to his yoke in such sort that none 
shall be suffered to remain who dare oppose resistance to 
his will. 

“ ISTor have the Ameers of Spain yet roused themselves to 
the defence of those oppressed by this man. They have 
looked negligently on the ruin of their kindred, friends, and 
neighbours, and have not lifted their banners for the defence 
of our law, although it is a truth that this might have been 
done, had aU been united in love as they ought to have 
been, and had each man been willing to perform his duty. 

“ But they are not now what they once were, seeing that 
the luxury of their lives, the soft breathing of these airs of 
Andalusia, the delicate baths of odoriferous waters, the 
debilitating amusements, the delicate meats, and the fresh 
fountains with which they regale themselves, and which are 
their daily habit, have Tleprived our people of their pristine 
force, causing them to shrink from the labours and hardships 
that must ever be suffered by aU who engage in war, insomuch 
that not even the most potent of interests, nor the cause 
which of 'all others is most righteous, can avail to arouse 
them from their apathy. 

‘‘ Thus we have brought ourselves to a pass wherein we 
no longer dare to hft up our heads, and since you, my lord, 
are a descendant of our ancestor Homair, a powerful Euler 
of his people, and of wide extended regions, we betake 
ourselves to your protection with a perfect confidence, 
entreating aid from God our Creator, and from yourself, 
imploring you to come without loss of time into Spain and 
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do battle against our enemj, the infidel and faitlilcss, W’bo 
batli exalted liimself against us, determined to destroy our 
Eaitli, and seeking the dishonour of our Law. Come then 
without delay, 0 King, and awaken in Andalusia that zeal 
for the true path wherein Grod hath commanded us to walk, 
which hath but too manifestly cooled, defending the law and 
the doctrines of our honoured prophet, for which deeds 
thou will merit that eternal reward and those Divine re- 
compenses which thou eanst not fail to receive in liberal 
measure from the hand of Grod, the exalted and powerful, 
whose salvation, Divine mercy, and supreme benedic- 
tion, be with thine exalted greatness.” 

Such was the letter of the king; that written in his name 
by his Alchatib Abu Bekir Ben Gedi was in the words which 
follow : — 

“ To the great and powerful sovereign, by God’s favour 
King of the Moslemah and defender of the law : the Prince 
of the Almoravides, Abu Jacub Juzef Aben Taxfin, with whose 
light and splendour Allah hath illuminated all the regions 
of the earth, and by whose perfection God hath beautified 
and adorned all his creatures, rejoicing us also, who follow 
the same Law with the excellent king, rewarded by the 
favour of God and distinguished by his Divine mercy : 

“We, IVTohamud Ahen Ahed, the confident in God and 
supported by his power : salvation to the presence and 
sovereignty of him who is established in the faith, and whose 
faith and constancy are manifest to all the world 

“ God hath fortified his law by the sanctions of unity and 
concord, and hath forbidden us to accept the errors and 
false laws which are contrary to our* own, together with the 
promulgation of which he hath favoured his servants with a 
new rule of government, which inculcates austerity and 
gravity of life ; of your constancy in which, 0 King, as well as 
of your illustrious descent, your sublime valour, and the zeal 
which hath made you the admiration of the world, there 
have come to us continued and ample accounts. We also 
know that God hath filled you with his mercy, which, as a 
beneficent dew, resuscitates and restores the zeal of man for 
the path of God, establishes him within the limits of justice, 
and gives him the true measure of equity, after which 
uprightness and rectitude are judged and rewarded. 
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^^But to our people on tlie contrary tliere tatb. happened 
a calamity which, is such as to cause all that hath preceded 
it, however lamentable and grievous, to he lightly considered 
and forgotten, and to make every man stand as in confusion 
and amazement at the enormity of this ne'w evil that hath 
now befallen us. The cause of our misfortune is the 
covetousness and ambition of a cruel enemy, who is con- 
stantly making on us a war of fire and blood, his heart being 
so completely filled with an uncontrolable hatred to our law 
and to all who follow its precepts, that we can see no hope 
of change, and know of no remedy by which the fury of the 
same can be attempered. The power and pride of this 
foe increase with each new day, while we sink lower and 
become less able to resist, in the like proportion. The 
Christian adversary augments his force and assembles his 
confederates for our ruin, but we unhappily agree in nothing, 
save in slumbering altogether, and in looking on with indif- 
ference while our enemy exalts himself by the destruction 
of our brethren in the faith : neither have we once gathered 
together to attack him in our turn, or to make an effort for 
the common defence. We sleep in a profound lethargy; 
the perpetual injuries of our inimical fortune do not avail 
to awaken us, nor do the grave calamities which are the 
inevitable results of this unhappy state of things suffice to 
arouse us from our slumbers. 

“Even now hath this our Christian enemy sent us a 
letter filled with lightnings and thunders, mingled with 
traitorous promises and deceptive words, whereby he would 
fain persuade us to yield to him our fortresses and cities, not 
exceptmg the moa<iues"of our worship, which he would have 
us abandon to him that he might fill them with his friars, 
and exalting his adored crosses on their loffcy towers, might 
cause the mass and the requiem to be there sung, whore 
now the Sacred Azala* is daily heard. At a word, he would 
take from us the land of our abode, which he would then 
people with his Christians. 


^ The Azala. — The daily prayers in the mosques are so called col- 
lectively ; of these there are five — ^that of Azohbi, or the dawn ; Adohar, 
or mid-day ; Alasar or Ah»z ir, afternoon ; Almagreh or Ahnagrib, the 
sunset ; and Alafccma, or nightfall. — Trans. 
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“But God hath established by thee, 0 King of the 
Moslcmali, a possession and dominion whose greatness and 
elevation he hath blessed and shall protect He hath made 
thoe his minister and envoy, to the end that thou, by the 
virtuous force of thine arms, miglitcst contribute to the 
maintenance of the towers of his law, and that on this occa- 
sion thou mayst participate in the splendour of his divine 
light. 

“ Well art thou provided vrilh those whom thou mayst call 
to accompaii}^ thee. Armies eager to purchase paradise at 
the cost of their blood and life are not wanting to thee, and 
thou art rich in the possession of men who aspire to behold 
their weapons glancing in the sacred war. 

“ If desire for earthly wealth can move thee, here are not 
wanting the rich textures, the jewels, the gold, the silver, 
and the precious ornaments which form the most costly stores 
of there. We have fountains, moreover, pouring their 
fresh waters, which have the clear purity of crystal, amidst 
the shady groves of delicious gardens, whose amenity is as 
that of paradise ; but if, as we believe, 0 King, thy heart be 
moved only by that which appertams to the service of God, 
and conduces to the gain of eternal life, then thou hast here 
presented to thee an occasion the moat opportune to thy 
desires, since in these regions the sanguinary battle can 
never fail thee, nor shall there be wanting the sharp skir- 
mish wherein may gleam perpetually the pointed lances and 
the brightly glittering swords, rendered bare by the powerful 
arms and wielded in the strong hands of thy warriors. 
This sacred paradise and this holy grove hath God planted 
here, that ye may be translated from the shadows of the 
waving banner and the glancing panoply, to the bowers of 
that blissful abode where he hath reserved for you the 
bright recompense of your merits. 

“ We seek our refuge in thy power, and make crur shields 
of thy strong arm, with that of God and his angels, who 
shall fight with theo against these infidels by whom we are 
threatened with perpetual war. Be moved, "then, 0 Ameer 
of the faithful, and let thyself be guided by that divine 
word, which saith, " Slay them, for God shall give them 
torment and a pain of bitterness by your hands. He hath 
poured his malediction upon them, and will give you the 
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victoTj over their hordes, with salvation, which he shall 
distribute with a liberal hand, to the noble breasts of the 
faithful.* 

“ In conclusion, may Grod unite us as one, and draw us 
together by the word of unity, to the end that we may help 
ourselves, through the mercy of Allah, and the benefits 
which he hath conferred on us in his law, that we may give 
him praises for the same, by calling on his holy name, as 
well as by the propagation of his decrees, and the knowledge 
of his goodness. 

“ The salvation of God, with his mercy and benediction, 
he with the King of the Moslemah, the defender of the law 
of God and the protector of the faith.” 

The noble ambassadors of Aben Abed, King of Seville, 
delivered these letters to the Kmg of the Moslemah, Juzef 
Een Taxfin, makmg him a relation moreover of the 
miserable condition of things in Spain, and describing the 
haughty insolence of the King Bon Alfonso, as well as the 
numerous advantages, obtained by that sovereign. Where- 
fore, having read the letters of Aben Abed, and heard the 
relations of his ambassadors, Juzef Aben Taxfiu showed 
them to the Xeques of his Court, who were there in pre- 
sence, as were certain of his kinsmen, to whom he said, 
What is your opinion as to these requests, and in regard 
to the expectations of the Andalusians ?” 

To these words the men of his kindred, who had arrived 
from the Desert but a short time previously, and to whom the 
name of Christian was then for the first time made known, 
replied, “ Oh Ameer of the Moslemah, it appears to us a just 
and proper thing that every Mosleman should succour his 
brethren of the Moslemah who believe in God and in Ins 
Prophet, and a shameful relation it would be for us were it 
recorded ^gainst us that we had a neighbour and brother of 
our own law so near to us that between us and him there is 
nothing but a streamlet or narrow line of water, and that we 
had nevertheless permitted him to remain alone without help, 
while his enemy devoured him at a single mouthful. But 
despite our opinions, do thou, Oh Ameer, decide as shall 
seem to thee most advisable, since the power and sovereign 
command belong to God and to thyself alone.” 

King Juzef then took counsel apart and in secret with 
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Ha Alchatil), or socretary, Abdcralniian Aboii Eabat, an. 
Andalusian and native of Alincria, requiring that sago to 
give him his opinion in the matter ; and tho secretary made 
answer, “ Tho command over us is for God and yourself, 
my lord, 0 King, and it is not for us to give yon counsel, 
except as your humble and obedient subjects.’' To which 
the king rejoined, “ Lot me hear nevertheless what is thy 
thought of this matter, and how ib would bo best for ns to 
act.” Wheronpon the Catib replied, “ It is without doubt 
good and reasonable that every Aloslcman shoidd be ready 
to aid his brethren the Moslcmah, yet there are certain 
reasons which present thcmaolves to me as opposing your 
interference in tho aiTairs of Spain at this time,” 

By my life !” said tho king, “ tell mo what these reasons 
are." 

Then tho secretary made answer and said, 0 King of 
the Moslemah, may God increase thy strength : thou must 
know that the land of {Spain is as an island cut oIT from the 
remainder of the firm land, and surrounded by the eca^ 
except only towards the Bast, where there are mountains 
whicli form a high harrier, dividing the country from its 
neighbours. Of this laud of Spain, thus formed, the 
Moslcmah have lung occupied a large portion, but which is 
now daily diminishing in their hands, while the Christians 
who inhabit tho rest arc proportionately extending their 
borders. Now tho land is a narrow ono, cut up and en- 
cumbered by many hills, — a kind of prison for those who 
approach tho same ; and ho who enters therein but rarely 
cometh forth therefrom, but findctli himself for the most part 
compelled to remain bonoath the lordship of the rulers who 
command tho country. If theroforo thou shouldst at once 
place thy foot on that sod, the j>owcr of returning would not 
be afterwards in thy hand. And what friendship is there, 
moreover, between thyself and tliia Amcor, who thus calls 
thee to his aid? What security doth he offer thee, and 
what ancient ties of kindred compel thee to afibrd him 
succour ? I should oven be in fear, lest, if God bo pleased 
to favour tho designs and undertakings of his enemy, this 
King of Seville should then find means to prevent thy retreat- 
ing in safety, my, should even cut off thy passage and the road 
for thyretum into Africa, which it would be easyfor him to do. 

TOL. II. s 
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“ Considering all tb' s, I would have thee write to the King 
of Seville, if it appears to thee good, to the effect that thou 
canst not now pass over into his land, and that h© must 
excuse thee from doing so imtil he hath first surrendered to 
thee the G-reen Island,* to the end that thou mayst therein 
assemble troops in whom thou canst confide, and who shall 
assure thee of the passage for returning at all times : so 
that thou mayst depart from that point when and whither it 
shall please thee.’’ 

“Of a truth. Ah derahman,” returned the king, “thou 
hast herein reminded me of a circumstance which I had not 
taken into consideration, and thou hast spoken well. Go, 
therefore, and write as thou hast said, for in this thing I will 
conform myself to thy counsel, which pleaseth me well.” 
Ah derahman wrote a letter accordingly, in the name of 
Juzef Ben Taxfin, and in that letter he spoke thus : 

“ In the name of God the merciful, the pitying. Brom the 
King of the Moslemah, the Defender of the faith, to the 
generous king, confident in God and supported of Allah, 
Abulcasem Muhamad Aben Abed, whom may God per- 
petually uphold, conduct, and fortify, according to the 
majesty of His holy will. The salvation of God, with His 
mercy and benediction. 

“ This premised, we give you to wit that your letter and 
noble request have reached our hands, and we have made 
ourselves well acquainted with the contents thereof, wherein 
you call upon us to aid and succour you in delivering your 
land from the calamities and evils by which you are op- 
pressed. "We have likewise understood by your missives 
how little union and* brotherhood have been preserved 
among you, the kings of Andalusia, and the lack of favour 
that ye show each other. I, therefore, for my part am willing 
to become your right hand, and to aid you in iny person 
and with my people, which is no more than in reason I ought 
to do, according to what God hath] commanded us in his 
honoured Koran. 

“But it is not possible that I should pass into Andalusia, 


* The Green Island, or rather group of small islands so called, lay 
almost immediately close to the dpaniah coast near AJgeziras : they are 
now called'the Palombas. 
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unless you first agree to give the Green Island to my ki^oping, 
and to the hands of such as I may place with confidence 
therein, to the end that wo may be secured of free and un- 
impeded ]iassage when and as it shall be our pleasure to 
use it. If this appear to you of good counsel and a reason- 
able demand, I on my part will comply with your request, 
and will pass over -without delay to give you assistauco, if 
so it shall please God. Salutation in the highest.” 

When the ambassadors of Aben Abed returned to Seville, 
and had made known the demand of Juzef Ben Taxfin, there 
were differences of opinion in the council on that subject, 
and the Prince Obeidallah Arra^iid said to his father, ‘‘What 
does it appear to you, my lord, that this man will have ? 
To mo the demand of the King of Africa appears a great 
^ and unreasonable presumption ; wherefore my dread of 
'this measure and distrust of the proposed alHance have 
increased.” 

To this the King Aben Abed reiffied, “ That which the 
King of the Moslemah hath demanded is not much, my son, 
when compared with the importance of the benefits which 
his presence will confer, and which we shall receive at his 
hands if* he come to the aid of our people and the defence of 
our law.” 

Having heard these words, Prince Ohcidallah called Lin 
Cadies together, and caused the cession of the Green Island 
to the King of the Moslemah, Juzef Aben Tasfin, and to 
his descendants, to be made out with all due form, without 
reserving in it, or in any part of it, any right whatever 
to the King Alien Abed, or to any creaWre of Allah on liis 
behalf. This writing being duly authenticated by sign and 
seal, was sent immediately to the King of the Moslemah, 
with a very earnest entreaty that his coming might be 
effected without any delay. 

Now the governor of Algezira at this time was a son 
of Almutamed Aben Abed, King of Seville, called Yezid 
Eadillah, as we have said before : to him, then, his father now 
sent orders, commanding him to give up that fortress to the 
Moors of Africa, who should be sent by the King, even J uzef 
Ben Taxfin, and that those forces having arrived, he should 
himself immediately depart with all his people from tho 
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• Itj find its te^rlto^3^ All wliicli was accomplisliocl accord- 
ingly ia every particular. 
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I'XC rXll’E against the CrtaiSTIAN B0\-E11D1GN, don alponso, 

hLing Juzof found that the donation of the Island 
ivas not withheld, he prepared to pass into Spain: wherotbro, 
having assembled his Alcaides and troops, whom he con- 
voked and bade to assemble in Morocco, he announced to all 
that it was his jiurpose to go forth against the Christians ; 
.and a few daj’s later, having gathered a largo force, he took 
his waj" to Cebta. 

Then the King of Seville, Almutamod Abcn Abed, ever 
desirous of promoting bis own ambitious views, and being 
ansious to impress the King of the Moalemah with a good 
opinion of himself, to tlic end that Juzef might be prevailed 
on to act more especially in his own favour, resolved to go 
forth to meet the African sovereign ; and this he did the 
1 i,ther as his affairs had reached a perilous crisis, seeing that 
messengers had been sent him from Saragossa declaring the 
place to he cruelly pressed by the King Alfonso, and almost 
on the point of surrender. Hearing, therefore, that Juzef 
had left Morocco for Cebta, he believed the time to be 
opportune for bis purpose; wherefore, embarking with a 
brilliant company of noble Andalusians, he crossed the 
narrow sea, and went to visit the King of the Moslemah, 
V. horn he met in the Land of Tangier, at a place known as 
't'elila, which is but three days’ journey from Cebta. 

Juzef I'eceived the King of Seville very amicably, and 
JLben Abed discoursed to him largely of the condition of 
Andalusia* declaring that the Moslemah of that country 
mow placed all their hopes of liberty and security in his 
iperson alone ; he therefore begged that Juzef woidd make 
'what speed ho might to release them from their perpetual 
Ifoara, and from the heavy anxieties wherewith they were 
oppressed. The King of Seville dwelt much on tho insolent 
pride of Alfonso the Christian : he described the victories 
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wliicli that monarch had obtained, with the meiirsions 
whereby ho had devastated the land, and the sieges lie had 
caused the cities to sustain, concluding by the declaration 
that the Infidel was even tlicn blockading the city of 
Saragossa, which he was on the pomt of roduemg to his 
obedience. 

Aben Abed furthermore spoke with the King of the 
Moslomah in regard to the diitcront Ameers of Spain, de- 
scribing tho qualities of each, and remarking on tlie evils 
which all bad sulfered from their discords and contentions ; 
these, as he woU observed, having been tho sole cause oi 
their decadence and the ruin of the state. 

To all this Juzef Ben Taxfin replied, “ Eeturn instantly 
to thy land, and look well to these affairs. I also will rejoin 
you there, if God so will it, without delay ,* I am ready to 
be your leader and your general : doubt not that we shall 
conquer. Go, and t will foUow.’^ 

Aben Abed returned to Spain accordingly, and Juzof pro- 
ceeded to Cebta, where he mado all arrangements for Im 

E aasago : he prepared ships, assembled his banners, gathered 
is people, and having carefully disposed all things for the 
duo government of the provinces of Velad Zahara, of .'VI- 
kibla, of Zaba, and of Almagreb, from the tribes and 
Cabilas of all which he drew large bodies of men, be then 
commanded that liis well-prepared force should pass ovi'r 
into Spain ; and the number of that host there emharhed 
was so great, that none might hope to count their squadrons, 
save Him only who created thorn. 

This innumerable multitude then sailed to the Green 
Island, and encamped on its plains ;* Jnzef Ben Taxflii also 
disembarked on its sliores, being accompanied by Ibrahim, 
and a considerable number of Almoravide generals belonging 
to the tribe of Lamtuna, in whom he placed much confidence, 
doing them great honour, and exhibiting for th&m a par- 
ticular esteem and consideration. 

’How it had come to pass that when the King of the 
Moslemah, even Juzef Aben Taxfin, had entered his ship 
and found himself on the waters, he extended his hands to 
Heaven, and uttered the words of supplication which 
follow : — “ AUahuma ! If this my passage across the sea be 
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destined to prove a good work for the IMoslemali, wliicli 
Thou alone canst know, then do Tliou tranquillise and 
appease its waters ; hut if tv hat 1 am about to do he not for 
their profit, then let Thy power cause the sea to become 
tempestuous and adverse, so that it shall not permit my 
passage.” And immediately Grod appeased the waves ; 
the moment those words had ceased, the sea became 
very serene and calm, so that the ship of Juzef passed 
o^'or with extraordinary swiftness. This passage took place 
on a Thursday, during the interlune of Eebie Prim era, in 
the year 479. 

The King of the JMoslemah disembarked very happily on 
the Green Island ; and that same dav he made thcro his 
prayer at the hour of the Adohar. The governor of Alge- 
zira, Aba Chalid Aradillah Tozid, youngest son of Aben 
Abed, King of Seville, came forth to meet him with a 
splendid company of cavaliers, as ho had been commanded 
to do by his father, while at the gate of the city there 
awaited him the King Almutamed Aben Abed in person, 
accompanied by all the Ameers of Spain, and attended by 
a large number of the principal Alcaides and nobles. Nor 
was any time lost after the arrival of Juzef, since that same 
evening a council was held in relation to the affairs of 
the campaign on which the allies were about to enter. 

During the time that Juzef Ben Taxfin remained en- 
camped with his army around Algezira, the King of the 
Moslemah caused the walls of the city to bo greatly 
strengthened, restoring them in all such parts as had be- 
come dilapidated, and reconstructing certam of the towers 
which had fallen to decay. He also commanded that a deep 
ditch should be dug around the city, supplying the fort with 
all munitions of war in great abundance, and with provisions 
for many days. Here Juzef placed a garrison selected with 
particular*^ care, recommending a watchful guard to the 
officers entrusted therewith, and commanding the latter to 
remain constantly at their post. 

This was the first passage made into Spain by the Ameer 
of the Moslemah, Juzef Aben Taxfin, who undertook four 
of them in the course of his after-life, as we shall relate in 
due time. 

King Ahen Abed now departed for Seville, there to com- 
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mand the preparation of the provisions required by the 
Almoravides \vho had come to his succour, and also to 
make ready the presents which he destined for the King 
and Ills principal leaders ; Juzef himself following in the 
same direction when he had satisfied himself that all needful 
arrangements and precautions had been sufficiently cared 
for in Algezira ; which done, he proceeded with tis host 
to the city of Seville, 

Some writers have declared that the King Aben Abed 
met King Juzef at the distance of a day^s journey from 
Algezira ; and these authorities say that on coming within 
sight of the King of the Moslomali, he made a show of in- 
tending to dismount from his horse to kiss his hands bv way 
of courtesy ; but that Juzef would not permit him to do so, 
and prevented it by approaching promptly to salute him. 
The two monarchs then entered into conversation, discours- 
ing largely in relation to the war, and to such matters as 
they had in hand, entertaining each other with ingenious 
words during the entire way. The army was meanwhile 
provided with excellent quarters throughout the march, as 
well as with provisions in abundance. All theso had been 
cared for by the King Aben Abed in person, and the 
divisions were now apportioned with due regard to the 
quality and nobility of each person, very much to the satis- 
iaction of all. The King of Seville was meanwhile never 
weary of admiring the vast force of carefully-selected and 
well-appointed troops, which Juzef Ben Taxfin had brought 
with him, and then considered it certain that their campaign 
against the King Don Alfonso must needs prove a very 
prosperous one. • 

The news of the arrival of the Almoravide Moors soon 
reached the army of the GaUician King, who was then en- 
camped before Saragossa, when he instantly raised |he siege, 
intending to proceed at once to the encounter of 4;he African 
sovereign. But first he called a council of his generals, 
and the result of the discussion then held was, that Alfonso 
wrote to Aben Eadmir, also a Kmg of the Christians — ^whom 
may Allah confound 1 — and to him whom they call Barhanis ; 
the fi.rst being at that time occupied with the siege of Medina 
Tartuxa, while the second was carrying desolation into the 
territories of Valencia; but now both hurried with their 
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forces to tlao aid of King Alfonso, to ^^'lioxn they joined 
themselves \\ith out dala3\ Alfonso likowiso sent nicssongex*s 
to summon the people of Grehililda,’*- Castilla, and Bayona, 
from whoso provinces he soon received an innumerable 
host ; wherefore, as these hordes of Infidels congregated 
around their king Alfonso, and ho held them in Ins hands, 
that misheliovor assembled liis Captains, when all agreed tliat 
it was now time to sally forth against Abon Almutamed, and 
to the encounter of Juzef Ben Taxfin, King of the -lUmo- 
ravides. 

The latter had meanwhile arrived with his army at Medina 
Sevilla, where tlie troops made a halt of eight days, not for 
rest only, but also to complete the necessary preparations 
for the coming battle. The Ameers of Andalusia likewise con- 
voked their people, whom they cominauclcd to join tlie liost 
on the road to Badajoz, when the Moslemah came flocking 
from every province of Spain, the Ameer of Alineria alone 
excusing ’himselt; he having near him a frontier lino of 
the Christians, which kept him in perpetual cares and 
tumults. 

The King of Algarve, Omar Ben Alaftas, despatched his 
brother Almostansir in advance of the army, with command 
to provide the needful munitions for man and horse along 
the whole line of march. "When all the Ameers and generals 
had joined their troops, such of the people as were con- 
sidered unfit for the battle were dismissed to their homes, 
and that done, the host departed from Seville. 

The vanguard of the army was led by the King of the 
Moslemah, Juzef Aben Taxfin, in person, the second in 
command being his general Abu Zuleyman Davoud Ben 
Ayxa, who marched at the head of ten thousand Almoravide 
cavalry; then followed the Ameers of Spain, Almutamed 
Muhamad Aben Abed, King of Seville, Balkm Ben Habus, 
King of G-ranada, Aben Muslama. Lord of Almatgar of the 
Hills, the Lord of Valencia, Aben Dylnoun Yahye, the King 
of Algarve, Omar Ben Alaftas, with the Walies Ben Azun, 
Ben Gadun, and Ben Zaydun. 

Now the King of the Moslemah had decided that all these 
Ameers and Lords of Andalusia should form one host of 
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tbcir separate armies, that body to be led by Aben Abed of 
Seville, vrbile the force of the Almoraviclea should ibrm 
aoiotlicr host apart. In this manner it was, then, that they 
marched ; tho place wbicb Aben Abed left in the morning 
being occupied in the evening by 3 luef Aben Taxfin with 
his Almoravides, and so they continued to advance until 
they arrived at Medina Artuxa, where they made halt for 
three days. 

It is related that, before leaving Toledo, tbo King of 
G-allicia, Don Alfonso, had dreams wherein ho beheld a 
terrible vision, and this he saw not once only, but several 
times ; and the manner of the appearance was on this wise : 
In his dream, the King believed himself to he, mounted on 
an elephant, and beside him there was raised on high an 
Atamhore,* which it seemed to him that he sounded with 
his own hands ; but the clamours that ;^aled forth from the 
instrument were so prodigious and fri^tfiil, that the King 
instantly awoke in terror and amazement. And now, as 
this was not the dream of one night only, but of many, 
Alfonso could not help thinking it of moment, and although 
ho well knew that dreams are for the most part but vain 
shadows proceeding from natural causes which variously 
excite tho imagination, yet he also remembered that Q-od 
hath frequently been pleased to suffer great events to be 
presented to the soul iu those hours of repose and quietude, 
giving, as it were, a foreshadowing of such weighty aaid im- 
portant events as are thereafter to ensue. 

Tims when, after several nights of this perturbing dream, 
Alfonso once more found himself awakened by the same, 
in a state of much oppression and* anxiety, he remained 
watching in considerable disquietude uiitil the dawn, and 
when day had come he commanded that his most learned 
men should be summoned to his presence, — tho^ sages of 
the Christians, with their monks, their bishops, priests, <&c,, 
accompanied by tho rabbis of the Jews, who were his 
vassals : nay, these last were especially summoned, seeing 
that they are more profoimdly skilled in divinations and 
the interpretation of dreams than are the men of any other 
creed. 


♦ Attraabore — tbo Eastacn drum. 
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All tliese wise men having assembled in his presence, 
King Alfonso made them an exact relation of his dream, 
whicli lie described with much prolixitj, and in precise order 
as it had happened ; when, having concluded his narration, 
he added these -words ; “ That which most amazes and alarms 
me in this matter is the peculiaritv of the elephant which 
I see in these my visions, and whicli is an animal not reared 
in our country, nor seen therein: in like manner the 
Atambore is not of the form and kind which we have in use 
among us, nor is that either to be seen in Spain ; wherefore 
do ye consider what these may portend, and give me the 
signification thereof without delay. 

The wise men thereupon retired, and having considered 
that vision and dream, they returned to the presence of 
Alfonso, to whom they said: “Lord King, this dream and 
the vision that thou hast seen are sent to signify that tliou 
flhalt vanquish these great armies that the Moslemah have 
congregated against thee ; that thou shalt despoil their 
camp, and make thyself master of the riches they bring 
with them ; that thou shalt occupy their territory, and re- 
turn victorious with great honour and a glorious fame : they 
signify, furthermore, that thou shalt see this thy triumph 
made known through all parts of the Bast, since the elephant 
w^hich thou dost nightly appear to bestride is this Juzef Aben 
Taxfin, King of the Moslemah and lord of the far-extending 
lands of Africa, who, as well as the elephant, hath had his 
birth and been reared in the deserts of that country, nor 
hath come forth from thence to any other end than that 
thou shouldst conquer him and mount upon his shoulders, 
in despite of the vast f ower which he wields. The strangely- 
formed Atambore which thou hast sounded on these many 
nights, implies the unheard and marvellous fame which 
shall echo throughout the world, and carry the knowledge 
of thine* illustrious victories to every part of the same. 

Alfonso had listened -with extreme attention to that de- 
claration ; but when the wise men had ceased to speak, he 
said, “ It appears to me that ye have gone far from the true 
interpretation of my dream, seeing that the explication 
which my heart gives me — and rarely doth it deceive me — 
is of a widely different kind, for this announces to me 
nothing better than events of terror and dismay.” 
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Having: tlixis spolvou, tlic King turned liis liead, and look- 
ing towards eortaiu jMosknuahcavalicrs who were his vassals, 
and stood in the ehamher, he said to them, Do ye por- 
chanoe kiu)W oCany A lime of your nation, 'v\ho hath skill in 
the iulorpretation of dreams Tliereupon those cavaliers 
replied that they did know of such, since thex'o was in 
Toledo itself a niseman \sho taught in one of the mosques, 
and who would interpret the Msion to the satisfaction of 
the King. 

Alfonso tlicn commanded that they should bring that sage 
to his presence, since he desired to boo him and to speak 
with him respecting the matter in question. The Moslcmali 
cavaliers wont, therefore, to seek the man of whom they had 
spoken, and this was thelfaki MuhainadAben Iza, who was 
a native of jMagama, and to w'hom they made known the 
summons and desire of the King. 

Muhamad Aben Iza then asked them if they knew for 
what purpose he was summoned j and they repeated to him 
what they had hoard of the matter, adding that the king 
desired to hear the interpretation of a dream from his 
mouth ; but the Daki replied, “ God will not permit me to 
cross ilie threshold of an Infidel for any such purpose;” and 
all their efforts to prevail on him to consent remained with- 
out avail It was in vain that the nobles represented to 
him the honour ho would receive for having entered the 
presence of so powerful a sovereign; the Taki did but repeat 
these words, God is my Lord and my Protector ; in His 
hands are the good and the evil that are to be my lot.” 
Beyond that, the cavaliers could obtain nothing. 

Much displeased, these messengers then returned to the 
king ; but to avoid awakening the anger of Alfonso, which 
might have turned to the destruction of the sage, they said 
to him, Lord King, this Faki is a man of austere life 
and great humility, iusomuch that lie doth not consider it 
lawful for him to enter palaces and tho^ dwellings of the 
great ; but, since this is a delicacy of his law and of his 
religious humility, it appears to us excusable ; wherefore, 
if your lligliness shall permit, we will relate to the wise 
man the dream you have had ; \ve will then bring to you the 
explication which he shall make thereof, and which we hope 
will be the true one.” 
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“VTitli tliat proposal tlic king dedared laimsclf content; 
ho repeated his dream and the vision to the Mosloraah 
cavaliers, and they retiumed to the Taki Muhamad Abon 
Iza of Magama 'He was at that time reading in the mosque 
within Toledo, for ho was the Alinocri of the same, and they 
there related to him very minutely tho vision of tho king, 
desiring him to meditate maturely thereon, since it was a 
grave thing and of much importance, also they were anxious 
to satisfy the desire of the sovereign. 

The h'aki betook himself to his meditations accordingly, 
and when these were finished, ho said, “ Gro to the King l)on 
Alfonso, and say that the accomplishment of his vision is 
very near, and that the signification of the dream is after this 
wise : — He shall be vanquished, yea, in a disgraceful defeat 
and with great slaughter ; he shall fly with hut few of his 
people, and the victory shall remain with tho Moslomah. 
Tell him, moreover, that this declaration is derived from 
the honourable Koran, — ^ Kiiow ye not what your God hath 
prepared for him of the elephant ? Hath he not brought 
his force to nothing, and rendered his evil intentions of no 
avail ? See ye not that He hath sent over them the vultures 
of Babel 

These words,” continued the Kaki, “ gave intimation of 
the defeat ^nd downfall of Ibrahim, King of the Abassides, 
when he went forth with his powerful army against Arabia, 
and with mtent to destroy Alharam, the House of God ; to 
which end he went riding on a great elephant ; but God 
sent for his destruction the wild vultures of Babel, who cast 
balls of glowing fire upon that host, and rendering vain the 
proud resolves of the Ethiopian king, even Ibrahim of the 
Abassides, converted his pride and pomp into wretchedness 
and the vileness of dust. As to the Atambore which Alfonso 
describeth as having hung beside him, and which he struck 
with his bwn hands, this signifies that the hour of his deso- 
lation is approacliing, and that the day when he shall next 
hear the sounding of trumpets and the clangour of drums 
from the ranks of his foes, shall be a day of terror, defeat, 
and carnage for the bands of the Infidel.” 

This interpretation was repeated by the Cavaliers to the 
king, who changed colour as he beard it, and who said, 
“ By the God of my worship ! let this your Alfaki tremble 
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if ho hnih lioil, fai* bo sure that 1 will luake hiuv a warn- 
Bui wluHi that Jioreo rueiiaeo of the ku\j:> was 
repoatocl to tlio b'aki, ho troaiod it wiLh coiitompi, and said, 
‘‘ JS’cither Alfonso nor anj" oihor can work me woo without 
the poriuission of (ilod: bo it then according to Ills will.” 


ClTAlh WI,— Op xiri! BAiruii op /.alici a. 

tho King Don Alfonso had assomblod his host, it 
w’iis Ibund that there had congrcgatodpinnmnerablcmulti- 
tude, and of that force more tlian eighty thousand were 
cavalry. Tho half of these horsemen wore clothed in heavy 
armour, being covered with iron, and the other half were 
light cavalr}", many of them Arabs, of whom Alfonso bad 
nearly thirty thousand in his service- Thus^ there were 
many hfoslemah in tho camp of tho Christian king. 

With this host Alfonso marched to the encounter of 
JuKcf Abon Taxfin and tho Ameers of Andalusia; and 
wlieii both armies had arrived within a short distance of 
each other, they formed their camps, which they seated iu 
the Unitovy ofBadajoz, among the groves and plains called 
those of Zalacca, which are at tho distance of some four 
leagues from that city. Abcn Abed, King of Seville, ad- 
vised that the hloslomah force should form two separate 
eam])s ; this he did, to the cud that their appearance might 
inspire tho enemy with tho greater fear and dismay : — and 
of a trutli the spectacle which they l^ius presented was one 
well calculated to boar terror to the heart of him who 
behold it. Tlio river of Badajoz, wliich is called Nahar- 
llagir, flowed between tbe Christian camp and that of the 
IVloslomah, both armies clrinlving of its waters. 

Wo find it related in certain of the authors WTiting at 
tho time, tliat tho King of the Moslemah, Juzof Aben 
Taxfin, here wrote a letter to the King Don Alfonso ; others 
say that this letter was written at Medma Artuxa, and con- 
tained a proposition to the elToct that the Qralhcian monarch 
should do one of throe things, which were these, — first, that 
he should abandon the Christian faith and declare himself 
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a Mosleman ; or, lie sliould acknowledge liimself tlie vassal 
of Juzef Aken Taxfin, King of tlie Moslemah ; or, failing 
tliese, he should prepare himself for tho haitlo. In the 
letter, Juzef is furthermore affirmed to have spoken as 
follows I have heard, 0 King Alfonso, that thou hast 
expressed a wish for the possession of ships wherewith 
thou mayst come to seek me in my dominions, wherefore I 
have spared thee that trouble, as thou seest, and have come 
to seek thee in thy territories instead. Grod hath thus con- 
joined us in these regions, to the end that thou shoiildst 
taste the fruits of thy presumption, and receive such 
fulfilment of thy desire as Ho hath destined for thee ” 

This letter being written and despatched, was given into 
the hands of Alfonso, and the messenger related on his re- 
turn that the king, having read it very rapidly, had then 
cast it to the earth in great anger; which done, ho turned 
to the envoy, and with infinite haughtiness uttered these 
words : “ Q-o and bid thine iLmcer not to conceal himself 
in the battle, which if ho do not, we shall see each other.’* 

There then arose many questions and replies between the 
hosts and among the generals, with respect to the order and 
day of the battle: and on that occasion the King Don 
Alfonso IS said to have written a very crafty letter to Juzef 
Ben Taxfiii, wherein ho said that the next day being Friday, 
which was the holy day or solemn festival of the Moslemah, 
it would not be well to give battle on that day; and the next 
being Saturday, was the festival of the Jews, of whom he 
had many in his host, and did not consider it just to in- 
fringe on their sabbath ; while the third was in like manner 
Sunday, or the day held sacred by the Christians, when 
it would by no means bo suitable to give battle, for the 
same reason. He therefore wished that the conflict should 
be deferred to that following, namely Monday, when they 
might array themselves to the fight with one accord, 
standing forth power against power, without scruple on any 
part. 

The King of the Moslemah, with consent of the Ameers 
of Andalusia, replied that he was content to await the time 
which King Alfonso had fixed, and that the battle should 
be mveu on Monday, which was the 14ith of the moon Begeh, 
in the year 479. But the King of Seville warned Juzef 
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Aben TaxJin to keep careful watcli, and be ready for the 
contest at every moment, seeing that they had to do -with 
an adversary of infinite craft and well practised in all the 
wiles and stratagems of war. 

The night preceding the 12th day of Ecgeb having come, 
Aben Abed repeated his advice and exhortations to all, 
warning every leader to hold himself ready for the strife : 
in the meantime ho despatched scouts and spies on horse- 
back, in whom he had confidence, towards the camp of 
Alfonso, that these might ob^serve his movements and give 
instant notice of his approach. 

In this matter the King of Seville busied himself till the 
approach of dawn, and being then engaged in the prayer of 
Asohbi (since the day was breaking, and the light about to 
appear), he remarked that one of the spies whom he had set 
to observe the enemy’s movements came hurrying towards 
him in groat haste. When the man approached within 
hearing, he exclaimed, “ 0 Muley, now cometh the foe 
against the Moslemah with a host innumerable as tho 
thickest swarms of tho locust Whereupon the King 
of Seville despatched that intelligence to Juzef Ben 
Taxfin, whom the messenger found in his pavilion fully 
prepared. 

It lias been affirmed, that Aben Abed at the same time 
consulted one of his astrologers, who drew a figure, and 
having done so, said, Muley, this will be a dark and fatal 
day for tho IMoslemah : let them not enter into the battle.” 
But that prediction Aben Abed would not repeat to King 
Juzef and tho other Ameers, lest it might intimidate them, 
or lost, thinking lightly of the matt(?r, they might consider 
him weak and timid for giving ear to the predictions of the 
stars, as predicted by the astrologer in question. 

King Juzef had not permitted any man to sleep in his 
camp that night, and now sent his General, Aimudafar 
Davoud, in advance, with a large body of cross-bowmen and 
the vangilard of his Almoravide cavalry, those troops having 
been previously appointed by Juzef Ben Taxfin to commence 
the battle. Now Davoud Aben Ayxa was a general of high 
reputation ; he had not his equal among the Moslemah for 
courage and resolution, and had ever displayed the utmost 
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address ia tlie perilous conjunctures of battle, wlicroin ho 
was largely experienced. 

That enemy of Allah, the tyrant Alfonso, had marshalled 
liis host into two divisions, and he now sent his advance 
against the Moslemah, expecting to take them unawares, 
wherefore the van of his army pressed forward very eagerly ; 
but after a few sldrmishes with the corps of Davoud Ben 
Ayxa, with no decided success on cither side, they both 
withdrew, each having suffered considerable diminution of his 
numbers ; the advance of each army then retired upon tho 
mam body of their respective hosts. But in the course of a 
few hours thereafter, the cry of battle was again heard to re- 
sound, the clamour of men hoing mingled with tho clangour 
of the trumpets. The King of Seville then commanded 
his astrologer to make a new observation, when tho learned 
man discovered that the configurations wore become much 
more favourable to the Moslemah, and promised them a 
glorious victory. This intelligence the King of Seville in- 
stantly despatched to King Juzof, in the following versos, 
for Aben Abed was an oxcellont poet, as hath more than 
once been declared : — 

“ Q’od’s anger on tho Clmstian horde 
►Sends cruel alaughtor, hy thy sword, 

Whilo favouring star^ annoiinco to thoo 
And to tliy Moslems, Victory 

King Juzef, whom tho dubious result of the skirmish above 
mentioned had mnch discouraged, became animated by those 
lines ; he rode from rank to rank among his people, and W'as 
greatly rejoiced to j^rceive that all seemed eager for the 
light. The King Don Alfonso also came forward on his 
part, and meeting the division led by Davoud Aben Ayxa, 
a sanguinary and murderous conflict ensued. Tho Moslo- 
mah maintained their ground with a strong heart, but the 
enemy of TS’od bore them down and overwhelmed them by his 
heavy cavalry and vast numbers, as would a torrent that 
rushes raging from the mountains. Close and obstinate 
was that terrible encounter, wherein the warriors hacked 
and hewed each other to tlio earth with their swords, 
since the lances, already broken, could avail to thoir rage no 
longer. 
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The second division of the tyrant Alfonso, led on hy 
Albar Hanis and Q-ai'cia Aben Sadmir, no\v^ came forward, 
and its loaders brought their troops boldly into action: 
they fell with impetuous fury on the camp of Abon Abed 
and the other Ameers of Andalusia : these they so elTec- 
tually surrounded and hemmed in, that they could no longer 
see each other, and the darkness produced by that mass 
was as the shadows of an obscure night. The Moslemali 
held themselves for lost ; they began to retreat, and the 
Christians continued to press them so closely, that they 
wore soon in full flight towards Badajoz. The cavalry of 
Seville alone maintained its ground; but the valiant cavaliers 
of Aben Abed kept their faces to the foe, being commanded 
by the brave and vigorous AJmutamed, their king, in 
person : these fought like wounded lions, although sur- 
rounded on all aides by the enemy, who poured on that part 
of the force the most formidable weight of his fury ; nor 
have the renowned soldiers of the Sevillian horse at any 
time given more terrible proof of their steadiness and 
courage than on that day, as the slaughtered Tnfidels 
lying around them in ghastly heaps made horribly manifest. 

King Juzef now received advice of the rout and calami- 
tous rebreat of the Andalusians, which had then become a 
disorderly flight ; but he was at the same time informed of 
the noble manner in which Aben Abed was maintaining his 
ground, though enduring the fiercest brunt of the battle 
with the second division of Alfonso’s army, while his own 
general Davoud Aben Ayxa was fully justifying his ancient 
reputation in the conflict with that portion of the Christian 
troops w’^hich wore conducted by iJfonso himself. Tet 
many noble Moslemah were meanwhile dying as good and 
bravo men alone know how to do ; wherefore Juzef Aben 
Taxfin sent his general Syr Ahen Bekir with the Alarabian. 
Cabilas to reinforce the noble generals Davoud Aben Ayxa. 
and Aben Abed, King of Seville. 

The Moslemah tribes of the Zenetes, Masamudes, and 
Gomaxes, then got into motion, with the troops taken from 
other Cabilas of Barbary, whom Juzef Ben Taxfin had re- 
tained in his reserve, the King of the Moslemah himself 
advancing with his guard of the tribe of Lamtuna, the 
Almoravide Cabilas, and others of Zenete, those of Zauhaga 

YOU. n. T 
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being in like manner called into action, — and all that force 
directed their march on the camp and pavilion of King 
Alfonso- 

The Christian monarch himself was meanwhile involved in 
the hottest of the fight, and, far from the lino of march 
chosen bj the wilj Juzef, had left his camp but slightly de- 
fended : the troops of the Almoravide sovereign thus found 
no great difficulty in penetrating to the tents of the Infidels. 
These they cut to pieces and destroyed in a short tune, and 
after a feeble defence they made themselves masters of the 
royal pavilion, setting fire to the camp in many places, and 
breathing dismay into the hearts of all therein. 

King Alfonso, as above said, was at that time engaged 
in the fiercest of the battle ; lie bad defeated the troops 
of Davoud Aben Ayza, and the Moslem ah were flying 
in confusion, when the cavalry of Alfonso behold the rout of 
their own soldiers, whom they had left to guard their camp, 
and believed in safety, but whom they now saw hurrying 
to them for refuge, while the King of the Moslcmah, with 
his victorious rearguard* their Atamborea beating and 
<jolours flying, followed close upon them in eager pursuit. 
The brave Almoravides cut down whole swarms of the 
Infidels with those resistless swords, which, still thirsting for 
their blood, were seektag to appease themsolvcs in the 
streams of the same, now growing to lakes around them. 
Tliese were the forces returning from the destruction of 
the Christian camp, where they had burnt and destroyed 
the tents, had plundered the harem and pavilion of the 
king, and had found so vast an amount of treasure therein 
that the loss sustained that day by the Infidels in their 
treasures might be considered almost equal to that of the 
blood which had flowed. 

Then did the^ King Don Alfonso turn the might of his 
force on the Africans, and the Christian troops, advancing 
in perfect order of battle, fell on the people of King Juzof 
with indescribable impetuosity and rage. The struggle was 
then renewed between both armies with such wild fury and 
so atrocious a carnage that nothing like it had ever before 
been heard or seen. The Ameer Juzef Ben Taxfin himself 
rode frequently among the Moslemah, exhorting them to 
constancy, and calling on them to hold firmly to the last in 
that battle for &od and His law. “ 0 bands of the Moslemah,” 
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he exclaimed; “courage I courage iu this your noble strife! 
Good heart 1 good heart in this holy fight. Eehold ! God 
hath already numbered and is diminishing these Infidels, 
while the reward of your valour will be crowns of paradise. 
I^'ay, those who have already fallen in this battle are even 
now enjoying the inexpressible glories of those delicious 
abodes which are to be theirs for eternity.” Uttering 
these and similar words, the Eing of the Moslemah fought 
bravely in person at the same time. He was then mounted 
on his third horse, since he did not shrink from plunging 
into the most perilous parts of that ensanguined field. But 
there was no Mosleman who failed to figlit on that day as if 
his sole desire had been the crown of martyrdom ; and many 
there were who even appeared to seek eagerly the death 
which was to be followed by so glorious an awakening. 

The King Ahen Ahed and his brave cavalry were mean- 
while fighting in desperation, not knowing the state of the 
battle m other portions of the field ; at length he unex- 
pectedly beheld the Christian hordes flying routed across the 
plaiu at some distance from that part of the battle-ground 
whereon he was himself occupied, while the Moorish sabres, 
falling on the shoulders of the beaten Infidels, were making 
havoc and confusion among their ranks. Beholding this, the 
king called to his people with animated tones, “ Up, my 
friends 1 once more up and he with them, for God hath 
counted their moments.” He then resumed the struggle 
with increased eagerness, being seconded by the troops 
which Syr Bon Abi Bekir had led forth from the Cabilas of 
Zenota, Masumuda and Gomara. These completed the defeat 
of the Christian host, and those of, the Moslemah who had 
broken in disorder at the commencement of the battle, 
having also recovered from their panic, and returned from 
their light towards Badajoz, the total rout of the Infidel 
was secured. ^ 

All this was the result of the advantage obtained by 
Juzef Ahen Taxfin, for no sooner was it reported that the 
camp of the Christians had been destroyed, and that the 
pavilion of their king was in the hands of the Moslemah, than 
troop after troop of those who had either fled or were still 
wavering, returned with fresh ardour to the conflict, inso- 
much that the enemy was at length defeated on every point, 
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but the slaughter was nevertheless continued until the 
setting of the sun. 

And now, when the King Don Alfonso discovered, as night 
sank down, tliat all his army was indeed destroyed, and his 
bravest leaders no more, he saw well that, the bravery of the 
Almoravide forces considered, with the close union sure 
to prevail among all the Moslemah in this their sacred war, 
there remained to him no other resource than flight, and 
became assured that the thought of renewing the fearful 
chances of battle neither could nor ought to bo entertained. 
He took his way from the field, therefore, in profound 
despair, uncertain whither he should direct his steps, and 
thus, with five hundred followers only, he rode fast before the 
conquering Almoravides Those warriors did not cease to 
persecute the fugitives'^ as they pursued their unknown 
way across mountain and valley ; picking them off as the 
pigeons pick the grains of corn, until dark night at length 
interposed her dusky veil between the Moslemah and his 
prey. 

The hours of that night which still remained were passed 
by the Moslemah victors among the Christian corpses that 
bestrewed the field : these they despoiled of their arms and 
other valuables, which they piled into great heaps, while 
they sang praises to Allah for the favour and protection ho 
had vouchsafed to their efforts. Thus then did they remain 
until the hour of dawn, and the prayer of Asohbi was 
made in the midst of the battle-field. 

This was one of the most terrible slaughters that &od 
hath ever inflicted on His enemies by the hands of the Paith- 
ful, and the most wonderful of all the battles fought for 
the law. Before the end of that struggle the most illus- 
trious of the Christian nobles and those who were the 
bravest defenders and protectors of their creed were laid 
dead on the^oil. The tyrant Alfonso himself* did not escape 
without great difi&culty: the fact that the horse,3 of that 
small company of cavaliers by which he was attended being 

* Muhamad Atdokziz, who was one of the household of Kmg Aben 
Abed at this period, relates that in this flight a negro slave belonging to 
King Jnzef wounded Alfonso m the thigh with his curved scimitar, 
when the Gallician monarch was heard to say, “ The slave hath ass^ed 
me with his sickle.”-— 
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of extraordinary swiftness, alone enabled tlieni to make good 
tlicir flight. But even of these liis folio wei's many died of 
tlieir wounds on the way, insoinucli that four hundred 
cavaliers and about one hiuidrcd of his life guard and house- 
liold was the whole force with which the Gailician king 
returned to the city of Toledo. 

This fortunate and remarkable day was a Friday,' the 
14ith'‘ day of the moon Eegeb, in the year ^179. On that 
day God jircsentcd the rewards of their faith and the crown 
of their martyrdom to about three thousand of our Mos- 
loman brctlireu ; but as to the Christians, their heads alone, 
which the Ameer Amumonin commanded his people to cut off, 
are alleged to have made heaps like great towers, when piled up 
in his presence, and the Alfaki Abu Yahye relates that he 
heard many of the Moalcmah, who were present at that 
glorious battle, declare the height of the heads so amassed 
to have overtopped the longest lances, as they were placed 
by the side of those ghastly mountains. Ahu Meruan Ahen 
liayan, who was himself in the fight, assures us that the 
heads were counted from motives of mere curiosity, before 
Ahon Abed, Xing of Seville, and that those who reckoned 
them wont as far as twenty-four thousand without having 
finished the count. But Abdel Halim tells us what does 
indeed seem incredible, he declares that the King of the Mos- 
lemah, oven Juzef Ahon Taxfin, sent ten thousand of those 
heads to Seville, ten thousand to Cordova, and ten thousand 
to Valencia, with the same number to Saragossa and Murcia 
respectively; all which being done, Abdel Halim hath further- 
more affirmed that the King despatched forty thousand to 
Africa, where he commanded that they should he distributed 
among the cities of the land, to the end that the people, 
seeing these trophies, might give thanks to God for the 
great favour ho had conferred on the Moslemah arms in so 
important and renowned a victory. He adds that the number 
of the Infidels must have been at least eighty thousand 
horse and one hundred thousand foot, of which number there 
escaped hut very few from the field. By that stu;pendous 
triumph of the Law God did so profoundly humiliate the 

* AbdoUcalim says that the battle of Zalaoca was fougbt in the 
2nd decade of the moon Begeb, but does not specify the day. — Condi. 
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pride of the Christians in Spain that they did not raise 
their heads again for nearly seventy years. 

On that day King Juzef Ben Taxfin assxiinod the title of 
Ameer Amnslimin, or King of the Moslcuiah, which he had 
not before permitted himself to do ; but now that God had 
conferred so great a triumph on Islam by his hand and lent 
such vast force to his arms, ho consented to call himself by 
that august title. He wrote an account of the signal victory 
he had obtained, to his people on the African side of the sea, 
and also to Temim El Maun, Lord of Almcdina. The news 
thereof were likewise published in all the territories of 
Africa, Almagreb, and Spain, where they were received with 
universal rejoicings. Thus the fame of this great victory 
becoming extended through all the lands of the Eaithful, 
caused the people to increase in fervour, zeal, and charity, all 
giving thanks to God for that singular benefit. 

The letter relating the matter which was sent to the 
opposite shores by the Ameer Amnslimin, Juzef Abcn 
Taxfin, was in the words that follow : 


CHAP. XTIT — Reiation op the tictobx op zaeacca be^tt to the 

APEIOAN SHORES BY JUZEP BEN UAXPIN, AND BY ABEN ABED TO 
MEDINA SEVIIiIA. 

“Due praise being first given to God the Highest, the 
zealous Defender of His Law, benedictions, increase of 
felicity, and perfection to our Lord Muhamad his excellent 
messenger, the most noble and most honoured of created 
heings. 

“We had no sooner approached the camp of tho enemy 
of God, the tyrant Alfonso — on whom be the curses of Allah' I 
- and agreed among ourselves as to what it behoved us to do, 
than we announced our determination to the Infidel King, 
and made him our propositions, giving him the choice of three 
things — ^Islam, the Tribute, or War ; and he preferred War. 

“Then it was resolved that the battle should bo given on 
Monday, the 12th of the moon Eegeb, for he said, ‘ Tho 
Friday is the festival of the Moslemah, the Saturday that of 
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tlie Jews, — and wo have many of both in our army, — while the 
Sunday is our festival ; let us then agree to choose a day, and 
let it bo Monday.’ 

“ But this tyrant and his people did not keep their word, 
they departed from it according to their custom, — a thing 
uhich increased our fury and just anger in the fight. 
Suspecting his perfidious intent, ^ e had taken care to place 
our spies in observation, and these gave us notice of their 
movements. At the hour of dawn on the 12th day of 
Bcgcb, accordingly, which was Briday,* we received intelli- 
gence that preparations for attack had been made in the 
camp of the enemy, who was furthermore declared to be 
instantly coming upon us, but to his own downfall and ruin. 
Then the most valiant Moslemab rose up to proceed against 
him, at once commencing to work him woo upon woe, and 
to strike his bands to the earth in numbers beyond all 
numeration. As the eagles to their prey, so did the 
Moslcmah forces rush upon the host of the enemy, the 
cavalry hastening to repel the attack of the Christian horde 
with the force of the valiant lion. Our banners of felicity, 
of victory, and of illustrious martyrdom, extended ever more 
and more widely across the field. The power of Lamtnna 
boro onward lull of terror for Alfonso Ben Berdeland 
and when the Christians beheld our standard of faith and 
triumph floating over their heads, the splendour of our 
conquering cavalry bewildered them, they were dazzled and 
dismayed, as by the lightnings of terror and confusion. The 
tempest-bearing cloud of our lances overshadowed them, 
and sinking beneath the blades of the Baithful, they were 
trampled by the hoofs of their own ferocious horses, their 
death-cry sounding piteously amidst the crashing thunder 
of the Atambonrs. 

“ Into that snare then, fell the Christians and their tyrant 
even Alfonso Ben Ferdeland, while proposing to deceive by 
his stratagems the sons of the Faith j but the valiant 

* The day (Juma, or Friday), which was hut vaguely attended to in 
the account given of the opening of the battle in the text, is clearly 
stated, and proves that the 14tth, or Monday, given by other authorities, 
is not the correct dale. 
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Almoravidos tauglit them the truth of the matter. In the 
mighty whirlwind of that impetuous strife, our swords, 
glancing in crimson as they waved high in air, and the sharp 
lances with their penetrating points, drew forth from the 
wounds which they opened, deep rivers of blood flo'wing fast 
fi.'om the hordes of the foe, over whoso slain wo made our 
passage in the name of the all-powerful Allah, the llighty 
and Exalted Protector. 

“ Every one of our own brave waiTiora stood ready on his 
part to exhibit the like purple streams before the people of 
Afranc and the accursed Alfonso, so that all tho four hundred 
cavaliers, whom alone he saved alive of the eighty thousand 
horsemen and one hundred thousand foot soldiers, whom ho 
had brought into that battle, might swim therein and satiate 
themselves with tho same. But that host of tho Infidel was 
a people whom God the Highest had destined to tho wheels of 
destruction, there to be ground and crushed to nothing- 
ness, seeing that He permitted to escape with then lives but 
a few of that accursed race, and these were suflbrod to live 
only to the end that, looking doTO from]?a mountain, they 
might thence behold the extent of their calamity. .Oh, evil 
sight for them! and great trial of such patience as they 
might find to console them in that hour of irremediable 
despair and raging indignation, as they bethought them that 
all reprisals were impossible, and that to them tho hope of 
vengeance must he a forbidden thing. Nay, there was 
nothing loft to Alfonso hut tho vain and miserable resource 
of groans and lamentations, nor had he any refuge save tliat 
of hiding himself in the darkness of tho obscure and dcath- 
blaelc night. 

The Ameer of the Mosleinah, the loader of the sacred 
war, the enumerator and destroyer of inimical hosts, the 
victorious J uzef Aben Taxfin, after thanks rendered to AUah, 
now reposes in a blessed security, reclined on the chariot of 
his triumph and of victory, beneath the shadow of those 
con(g[uering banners which are the ensigns of protection and 
glory. And already the flowing rivers of his greatness, the 
Kile-atream of his increasing power, hath been poured 
fi^th impetuously, in the persons of his warriors, on the 
cities and fortresses of the foe. The Faithful are desolatinsr 
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tlio fioldH of tlio Christiaxi, and are loading liis captive 
people with feiterti, the Aincer beholding all this with eyes 
of complacency and delight, wdiile the tyrant Alfonso regards 
the same wdth dismayed mid troubled glances, that turn 
giddy and are bewildered at the sight. 

Of the Ameers of Spain, Aben Abed, King of Seville 
alone was found to bo constant in the fight ; lie alone refused 
I 0 turn his face for the fear of the cruel carnage, main- 
taining his ground and fighting steadily, as should the 
bravest and noblest w’arrior of his land, and in a manner 
fully worthy of him who hold the place of principal leader 
oftlio lloslemah. Tet ho came forth from the battle with 
only a slight wound in the side, and this shall serve liim as 
a glorious remembrance of that stupendous conflict w’horcin 
he received the same. 

Alfonso Ben rerdeland, sheltered beneath the shadows 
of the darksome night, saved his life by a hasty flight, 
without certain road or direction, nor did he give his sor- 
row'fal eyes to sleep through those dreary hours. Nay, of 
tlio live hundred cavaliers with whom he fled the field, four 
luindrcd perished in that difficult way, and he entered into 
the (iity of Toledo with one hundred only. Tor all this be 
tlianhs to iioi the Highest I” 

That singular favour and glorious victory of Malacca was 
conlcrred on the IVloHlcmah forces on Triday, the 12th day 
of the moon liegeb, in the year 479, corresponding to the 
2nd and 3rd of the month of October in the year 1686. It 
w^as celebrated by Alebata, Aben Q-emhur, and other good 
poets, in elegant verses, but it is a truth that the Ameers of 
Spain did not acquit themselves w^ell on that day. Aben 
Abed of Seville was the only one of them who merited 
praise and eternal remembrance, but he did so, and the same 
may be said of the yevillian cavaliers whom he led : since 
both he and those of his company performed* feats of 
admirable prowess. Some writers anirm that Aben Abed 
bore ofi‘ six glorious wounds from that field, and he himself 
implies something of the same land, in certain verses which 
he wrote soon after to his son the Prince Oheidahah Arraxid. 
These authors furthermore tell us that at the set of the sun 
on that day of Zalacca, the King of Seville was compelled by 
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the state of those wounds to remain in his pavilion, while 
King Juzef and his Almoravidea were in pursuit of the 
Christians ; hut they add that his contentment and delight 
at the victory were such, that, wounded as ho was, ho took 
the fragment of a scroll not broader than a finger, and wrote 
thereon the result of the battle, sending the lines to his son, 
who was then in Seville. The few words thus written were 
as follow: — 

“ To my son Kasid, whom God hold perfected by his grace ! 
The Mosieman force hath met the proud Alfonso, and God 
hath given the victory to the Paithful, conquering the Infidels 
by their hands, for which be thanks to God, for IIo is the 
upholder of all things. Make this known to all the Paithful 
who are with thee. Farewell.” Then ho closed his letter, 
and fastened it beneath the wing of a carrier-pigeon, which 
he had brought from Seville for that purpose, and which 
now served as the messenger of those glorious news. 

Tahye relates that the people of Seville were m no small 
doubt and anxiety meanwhile, much desiring to bo delivered 
from their suspense, and not yet knowing of the success of 
their army, when they beheld the dove arriving at tho 
-Mcazar of Aben Abed. She was instantly taken, and the 
little billet which she had borne beneath her wing being 
unsealed, was read to all the people in the principal mosque. 
Then the whole city was nfied with gladness, and they 
began to make a great festival, rejoicing and giving thanks 
to God. A few days later they received a more minute 
relation of that great event, and as Aben Abed wrote to the 
people of Seville, so did Metuakil Omar Ben Alaftas, King 
of Valencia; Almudafar, Ameer of Badajoz; the Vizier of 
Cordova, Abu Bekir Mohamad ; and Abdallah, King of 
Granada, to their people respectively : and the same was 
done by the rest of the Ameers, each writing an account to 
his people, insomuch that the victory was made known by 
those letters and relations to every part of Spain. 

The letter of King Aben Abed was as follows : — 

“Praise be to God. 

“ The 12th day of the moon Eegeb, in the year 479, 
having come, God made manifest a decree of His eternal 
wisdom and irrevocable will, written in the resplendent 
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charat*torfl of divine fire on the tablots of destiny. This 
decree opened to ns the gates \vhereby we were to come 
forth from many oppressions and tribulations, entering 
instead thereof on a path that leadeth to much felicity and 
good fortiuu^ 

Jt was permitted lo us by the IVtcrciful, the Giver of all 
things, the Aeecptor of contrition, the Pardoner of our sms, 
that we ahould meet the arrogant enemy of the Paitli, to our 
glory and to his confusion. 

“ lie commenced by certain falsehoods and deceits, where- 
by he purposed to offend and do us wrong, but the Infidel 
fell into the snare w*hich ho had prepared for our feet, for such 
was the divine destination of eternal justice. Ilis false and 
deceptive precipitation was the presage of felicity to 
the Faithful, the deceit whereby the enemy of Allah 
would have betrayed us, brought the air of victory, full of 
soft and cheering fragrance, to onr banners, and this 
beneficent breeze the treachery of the Infidel could not 
dissipate, nor could his anger turn it aside. 

Our JLoslomah prepared their arms, resplendent as the 
light, and covered their horses with caparisons of silk ; they 
then awaited with impatience the coming of the day wherein 
they w^cre to mingle themselves in the ranks of the foe, and 
become involved amidst those Infidel hordes, in lakes and 
streams of wliose blood they were to slake the fiery thirst of 
their swords. The felicitous dawn which was to make us 
conquerors at length arrived, it appeared in radiance, calling 
us to action from the heights of blessedness, and, as it were, 
exciting all to combat by these words : ‘ The day hath 
dawned! the day hath dawned! and no long time hence^shall 
come forth the sun, his bright rays scorching the Infidels, 
who shall this day find no shade or shelter beneath which 
they may conceal themselves from the noontide resplendence 
of his fires.’ 

“ Never yet hath a more auspicious dawn appeared for the 
Moalemah arms ; we put our troops into order of battle, the 
generals and valiant men beginning to place themselves in 
the positions destined for them ; yet it was not without some 
commotion and heaving of the heart that we bound the 
linen wrappers of our turbans fast to our heads. We 
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made a short profession of faith, and presently afterwards 
the earth trembled beneath our feet as wo anoved to tliat 
fight which was soon to indco us glitter with tlie radiance 
of the victory given to his army by God lht‘ divine Protector, 
whom no human tongue can describe, nor the understanding 
of any creature of ^Vllah comprohcinL 

“ In the first encounters there wcro some signs of dread 
defeat aiid consternation for the Moslemali, many of the 
noblest among them falling a prey to the fury oF the foe, 
whoso countless numbers came upon us, impetuous as tlio 
torrent that rushes from^tho mouui.ains, and these carried 
many away iii their rage. But that imniinont peril having 
passed, God bade victory descend upon our banners, and 
the edge of our Moslemali swords reaped an abundant 
harvest of Infiilol throats. Allah had made us promise of 
the \ ictory, and announced a favourable conclusion, and 
Allah is no vain breaker of his promise, but fulfilletli the 
compact made with minuto oxaciitude. 

“And now reflect on this felicity, celebrate the great 
good fortune as its importance merits ; rejoice in it with us, 
and give thanks to tho Conqueror, ei'ou to Allali, for none 
is the conqueror save God alone, nor is there force or pow'er 
save in His hand : wherefore say ye with us, Thanks be to 
G od, the creator and preserver of all things, for tho happiness 
which he sent us at tho dawn and tho blessing wliich 
continued till the night.” 

This battle of Zalaccawras the most fortunate and eventful 
of any fought by the Moslcmah since that of Tarmuz and 
the day of Cadiaia, seeing that the battle, or rather the 
Infidel downfall of Zalacca, caused the seat of Islam to be 
made firm in Andalusia : and whereas before that time the 
foot ofthe believer had become feeble, and was slipping away 
from the path traced out for him by the hand of God, it 
now became confirmed in strength, and the Faithful returned 
to their pristine constancy in the law^ 
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The chronicles relate that some few days after this victory, 
and while the Aloalemah were still occupied A\ith the dis- 
trihiiiiou of the spoils p^athered therein, the rich vestments, 
tho costly arms, the gilded swords, the gorgeous girdles and 
shoulder belts of price, tho precious lances inlaid mth 
ivory, silver, and other metals, with such riches as words 
cau'iiud no name to denote, there came a messenger of great 
woo from Africa to the camp of Juzef Abon Taxin, King of 
tho Moalemah, This envoy brought intolUgenco of tho 
death of Abu Bekir Seir, a son of Juzef the king, whom he 
had left grievously sick at Morocco ; by this event Ahen 
Taxfin was rendered very sorrowful, and the great rejoicings 
which tho Moslcinah wore making for their victory were 
thereby diminished. 

The Ameer now determined to repair immediately to 
Africa, whither he would not have returned so early but on 
that account. He gave tho command of the Almoravide 
troops, whom ho ordered to continue in Spain, to his general, 
Syr Abi Bekir, and then departing immediately, he embarked 
and passed over to Morocco, in which city he remained until 
the year -iSO.* 

Tho army of the Almoravidcs then directed their march 
along tho frontier line of GaUicia, recovering as they went 
tho towns and fortresses which had been taken from the 
Moalomah by the Christians: they were accompanied in 
that campaign by Aben Alaftas, King of Badaljos. 

Syr Ben Bekir, the most crafty of the Almoravide generals, 
and the one in whom Juzef Aben Taxfin confided the most 
implicitly, was meanwhile occupied in close observation of 
tho disposition of the country, tlie state of the towns, and 
tho strength of the fortresses ; and so did he pass the time 
until the arrival of the year 480, 

The King of Seville, Aben Abed, who understood tho 


^ A.n. 1086 or 1087. 
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requirements of the times better than any other of the Anda- 
lusian Ameers, also did his best to profit by the opportunity 
presented to him, and with a body of light horse lie made 
incursions into the territory of Toledo, occupying numerous 
towns and fortresses, of which the King Don Alfonso had 
previously obtained possession, even by means of Abon Abed 
himself, and in consequence of the treaties formerly entered 
into between them. In this manner Aben Abed recovered 
the fortresses of Uklis, Huebte, Cuenca, Conseuru, and 
others. He then returned towards the territory of Murcia ; 
but in the district of Loxa he found his passage barred by 
certain companies of the Christian cavalry, who had sallied 
forth to that end, and now compelling the King of Seville 
to battle, they defeated him with considerable loss. These 
Christian cavaliers were the Alcaides of the frontier, who 
there held command for the tyrant Alfonso. 

Aben Abed was then compelled to retire, and toot refuge 
in Loxa, where he was amicably received by the governor, 
Muhamad Aben Loboun, who was the son of Isa Ben 
Leboun, to whom Aben Abed had himself formerly given 
the government of the city, and who had fought like the 
brave soldier that he was, in the battle of Zalacca. With 
Isa was his valiant friend, Husein Ahen Zerang, from whom it 
was that Abu Becar Ben Alcabotorna received a grave 
reproof; for that he, Alcabotorna, enjoying the reputation 
of being a hrave soldier, did yet remain at Badaljos, while 
his brethren of the Faith were contending with infidels in 
the battle of Zalacca. 

The campaign of Aben Abed against the territory of 
Murcia was hut of slight effect on that occasion, because 
the Christians had made themselves masters of the fortress 
of Alid, which is twelve miles distant from Loxa,* and is 
wonderfully strong, being erected on the top of a high 
mountain, one side of which formed an inaccessible pre- 
cipice, on tho summit whereof the fortress stood. When 
the King Don Alfonso had heard that Aben Abed was 
directing his inarch thitherward, he had moreover com- 
manded that a large body of cross-bowmen should be 
marched to the place, which he had furthermore strength- 


* Yahye tells us that Abed lay to the south of Loxa.— 
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cued l)y a force oonsistiiig of tlic flower of liis campeadores, 
or wkinuisliing troops, wlio liad orders to make per- 
poiual sallies from the fort, cutting up the fields, carrpng 
olf^the ilocks, burning the villages, and slaughtering the 
unfortunate inhabitants, or bearing tliem into captivity. 
The iucuraions thus made by the people of Alfonso were 
more terrible tli an the thunders of the tempest; they carried 
desolation and carnage thi'ough all the land of Murcia, 
which they ravaged from one end to the other with fire and 
sword. 

At the end of the moon of Hebio Postrera, in the year 
480, the King of the ]\Ioslcmah, Juzef Aben Taxfin, travelled 
through the whole land of Almagreb, informing himself of 
the condition of the cities and their government, hearing 
the complaints of hia subjects, and making numerous 
arrangements for the better administration of justice, and 
the promotion of good policy. While he was thus em- 
ployed, his Alraoravidca were continuing their incursions on 
the counbry of Gallicia, where they took towns and fortresses, 
and made many captives. 

In Andalusia, likewise, there still prevailed the sound of 
warfare. The King of Saragossa, Almustain Billah Abu 
Qiafar, when he thought he might take his repose, and 
believed that the Christians, well chastised* at Zaiacca, 
would suffer him peacefully to enjoy the happiness of that 
victory, suddenly found himself attacked by a large host of 
those ’Infidels, led on by the tyrant Ahen Eadmir. The 
King of Saragossa wont forth against Eadmir with all the 
force ho could gather at the moment, which might be about 
twenty thousand men, horse and foot together; but they 
were of the bravest and most hardy of the people — true 
pillars of Islam. Those troops sallied forth, I say, to the en- 
counter of those of Ahen Eadmir, whose force was about 
equal, and likewise consisted of cavalry and infantry. 

Bon lludeil describes the battle then delivered as taking 
place near Medina Huesca, on the borders of Eastern 
Spain, — wliicb may God strengthen and protect 1 Both 
armies were very confident in their power, and each vaunted 
the bravery and dexterity of its leaders, — proved sons of 
war, lions practised in the fight, — the conflict began, and 
at the commencement thereof Aben Eadmir — may God 
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destroy him ! — said to his most distinguished cavaliers : — 
“ Now this day shall ye tell mo winch of those valiant 
Moslemah who are hero present in the battle, and aro 
known to us by name, comports himself most manfully in 
the fight, and who among them retires from tho struggle or 
conceals himself.” He also said to others, of whom ho 
called seven by their names : — “ Do you and each of you 
* give good hoed to tho brave warriors who shall this day 
distinguish thomselres in our host, and observe whether 
such as are known for eailier deeds of prowess shall demean 
themselves according to their nobleness and tho renown 
they have acquired.” Ho then named one hundred of those 
distinguished men as being of the bravest, and to these ho 
said : — “Up heart, warriors and friends ! lot us mark this 
with a wliito atone. Up heart, and upon them !” 

A moment later, and the opposing armies encountered 
each other with equal fearlessness and force. Tho battle 
was a very obstinate and sanguinary ono, for none w'onld 
turn Ms face from the terrors of death, nor would any man 
yield a step or stir from his post, much loss from the field ; 
every soldier desired that Ms captain should see him fighting 
with the bravery of a lion, and so they continued their 
strife until both armies, worn out with the continuance of 
their fatigues, suspended the deadly conflict at the hour of 
the Alazar.^ 

They then stood opposite to each other for about an 
hour, at the end of which time the enemy gave signal for 
the recommencement of the fight with Ms bugles and 
trumpets, as we did also with our Atambours.f The 
stubborn and sanguinary contest was then resumed with 
increased impetuosity, when the Christians attacked us with 
such obstinate pertinacity that they penetrated by troops 
amidst our ranks, thereby dividing our host, wMch, once 
separated, soon fell into confusion, and the resistance Mtherto 
maintained being no longer presented, a disorderly flight 
ensued, the sword of the conqueror feasting on the necks of 
the Moslemah even to the coming of the night. King 
Almostain Billah El Zaguir Aben Hud and Ms immediate 
followers then took their way to the city of Huesca. 


* Ala^ar, the afternoon prayer. — 


t Atamhours, drums. 
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Then tine Chriatians besiogctl llucsca, which they attached 
w'ith huge luaohinea and engines of war, while the valiant 
ISLosleinah made frequent sallies, attacking the besiegers 
and destroying their works. In one of those sallies Aben 
Itadniir, the King of the Christians, was wounded by an 
arrow ami died of his wound ; but not for that cause did the 
besiegers stay their hand : on the contrary, they demanded 
reiuforceuionts, and continued to assault the city with 
those luwv troojis, as men determined on the conquest of 
tlio place. 

The IVIoslemah w^ere now much exhausted ; hut Alinos- 
tain Billah, having succeeded in getting out of the city, 
not only assembled a large force of his own peojile, but also 
requested aid from the Ameers of Albarrazm, Xativa, and 
Denia, wdio instantly hastened to his assistance. 

Made aware of the approach of the army thus assembled, 
the Christians left their camp before Huesca, and proceeded 
to the encounter of their advancing foe. The battle which 
then ensued took place in the vicinity .of Alcoraza. The 
tw'O hosts mot with groat courage, and the conflict, which 
w^as ail obstinate and sanguinary one, endured till the 
coming of night to the carnage. Now the 

Moslemah had sustained grievous loss in that struggle, and 
the chiefs, being of divers kingdoms, as hath been related, 
began to accuse each other on that account, nor would they 
wait the event of a new combat, which they might have 
fought and won on the succeeding day ; on the contrary, 
in the course of the night one retired in one direction, and 
one in another, leaving a vast amount of dead and wounded 
on the hills and in the valleys, where they lay as an 
agreeable oftering to the wild beasts and birds of prey. 
The King Almostam Billah withdrew to Saragossa, having 
lost all hope of saving the city of Huesca, and a few months 
later, that place was compelled to capitulate to the Christians, 
which it did after making the best conditions of surrender 
that could bo obtained. 

Full of vexation at the results of his campaign in Murcia, 
the King of Seville first retired to Cordova, but soon 
departed thence and repaired to Seville, because he found 
all the enterprises which he desired to undertake rendered 
nugatory by the contending interests of the Ameers of 

von. ir. V 



290 DOMINION or THE ABA.BS JLN SPAIIS'. [a,D. 1087. 

Andalusia, whicli were now found to be at direct vanauce with 
those of J uzef, as upheld by the generals of Lauituua. Aben 
Abed was nevertheless desirous of retaining the services of 
the Almoravides, since it was manifest that, with liis own 
unassisted forces, he could not make head against the war 
again declaring itself on many different points at one and the 
same time ; but he was most of all anxious to secure that those 
troops should be used at his own discretion, and he now wrote 
letters to Juzef Aben Taxfin, describing the devastations 
which the infidels were committing on the lands of the 
Moslemah, not only in the south of Spam, but on its eastern 
frontier also. He dwelt more particularly on the ravages 
committed by El Oanibitur,* a Christian prince who was 
then cruelly infesting the frontiers of Valencia. 

Aben Abed furthermore declared to King Juzef that his 
Almoravide forces at that time in Spain were not led or 
commanded as was befitting, and added that if the heavy 
cares and important occupations of the King of tlie 
Moslemah in Africa did not permit him to return into 
Spain, he, Aben Abed, would himself repair in person to 
Morocco, there to receive his orders and ascertain Ins 
intentions, — ^which done, the King of Seville would then do 
his best to turn the force left in Spain by Juzef to the best 
account, and avail himself of the fortune of his victorious 
banners to ensure further victories to Islam. Without 
awaiting the reply to his letters, Aben Abed crossed 
over to Africa, where he hoped to receive from Juzef — 
whom he believed too busily occupied iu Almagreb to think 
of revisiting Spain — ^the supreme power over ^^and command 
of the Almoravide troops. 

Having passed the sea, Aben Abed met the Ameer of the 
Moslemah in the Maainura, which lies at the mou^tli of the 
Wadi Selua ; and Juzef received him with much affability. 
The usual compliments having been made, and all the 
usages of courtesy fulfilled, the Almoravide sovereign in- 
g[uired what event had occurred which was of sufficient 
importance to cause the passage of Aben Abed into Africa, 
adding that a letter from his hand would have been suf- 
ficient to persuade him to any undertaking whatever. 


* The Old Oampeador.— 
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Abtui Abod replied, that Ins principal motive had been the 
wish lie felt io pay King Juzef a visit, whieh was both a 
proilt and a pleasure to hunseir; but that he had also come 
to assure tin* Ameer m person of the pressing necessity that 
existed for his again imikmg v ar on the Christians, — thus 
perfecting tint protection of iho Law which had been so 
happily commenced by his invincible hand. The King of 
Sevihe added, that although a letter would in truth have 
sufH' ed to move the generous heart of tfuzef Aben Taxfin to 
that undertaking, yet that he had preferred to come in 
pers<,i*, in order to secure the merit of having done so; 
and jurtlieriuore, that he might inform Juzef exactly of 
what iL was important he shomd know, respecting the cou- 
dition of the Moslemah in Spain, to the end that the rich 
fruits of his glorious campaign might not be lost. 

Aben Abed then spoke of tbe small progress made by 
tbe Almoravides in Algarve, attributing that circumstance 
to the fact that their commanders had more bravery than 
experience or knowledge of strategy: he described the 
ravages which the Christians wlio held the fortress of Alid 
were committing in that district, and insisted at great 
length on the variety of interests which divided the Ameers 
and generals of Andalusia, not omitting the affair of Huesca, 
and concluding with the declaration that, for want of 
effectual assistance and union among themselves, the 
Andalusians would apparently suffer that city and its 
territory to be lost to Islam. 

Prom these representations Aben Abed had hoped muck 
more than he gamed, seeing that Juzef met all those argu- 
ments by which the Sevillian monarch had hoped to ensure 
the command of the Almoravide troops, with replies of a 
totally opposite tendency, but took much pains to console 
him for the misfortunes and. anxieties which in his heart 
Aben Abed did not very deeply mourn. Juzef -promised, 
moreover, that he would himself pass over to Spaiu without 
delay, bringing what be hoped would prove an effectual 
remedy for those evils which were afflicting the state : he 
added that he would endeavour to tear up by tbe roots 
that cause of sorrow by which the Moslemah were made 
to 


suffer so grievously. 

With this vague promise King Juzef dismissed Aben Abed,, 
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who returned to Spain, and was compelled to content 
himself with the assurance that the of the IMoislcmah 
would also repair to that country without loss of time. 
And in effect, King Juzef followed almost immediately on 
the departure of Abcii Abed, omharkmg at the Alenmr of 
Mogcz and landing on the Green Inland, where tlio lung 
of Seville had no sooner heard of his arrival, than he set 
forward to receive him as at the first time, commanding, 
moreover, that a vast amount of provisions in every kiml 
should he made ready to entertain the Ameer of the 
Moslomah, and loading maii}^ beasts of burthen w ith rich 
gifts to be presented to him. A thousand camels, all mag- 
nificently eapariaonecl and loaded with objects of the 
utmost value, were likewise sent to meet the King Juzof on 
his debarkation. 

The Ameer had no sooner lauded than he wrote and 
despatched letters to all the rulers of Spain, requiring them 
to join their forces to his for the sacred war : he appointed 
the plains before the fortress of Alid, in the Comarcas of 
Lorca, as the place of their meeting, and without further 
delay commenced his march in that direction. This took 
place in the moon of Bebie Primera, in the year of the 
Hegira 481 ■, and Tahye tells ns that Juzef arrived before 
Malaga with his owm army and the troops of Abed, King of 
Seville only, but was there joined by the force of the lord 
of that city, who was then Tomim, the son of Balkin Ben 
Habus and brother of the King of Granada. The same 
writer observes that there afterwards rose and followed 
them the King of Granada himself, even Almudafar Ab- 
dallah, w^ho w as also the son of Balkin. 

The lung of Almeria, Almntasim Ben Samida, who was 
a great friend of Aben Abed, King of Seville, -likewise 
joined the army with a strong force at that same time. The 
sovereigiT of Almeria wore at his arrival a black mantle, 
after the manner of the Ameer Juzef and the Almoravides, 
which caused his friend Aben Aben to reproach him play- 
fully ,^^and call him a crow among the doves, seeing that the 
cav^iera of Almeria are w'ont to use white clothing. The 
*W^es and governors of the cities of Vaza, Jaen, and Lorca, 
arrived at this time, as did the brave Muhamad Aben 
Leboun, Aben Iza, and some others. Prom Murcia there 
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ojiintt Abilolaziz; Abcu Rasih, one of the chief nobles of 
Spain, \\ho hold the city of Murcia fur Abou Abed, luug; of 
Seville, but enjoyed and governed the same as a sovereign 
prince, without the acknowledgment of any tribute or pay- 
ment of impost. 

The forces thus united now seated themselves before the 
fortress, in which there were tw^elve thousand infantry and 
one thousand cavalry, a bold and valiant garrison, by whom 
surprises w^ero attempted and sallies made against the 
Mosleniah with great persistence ; but the latter repulsed 
them wnth much bravery, soon after compelling them to shut 
themselves up, with the correction of a severe lesson. The 
fortress of Alid was assaulted by the Moslemah with every 
kind of machine and engine ofwai', but the natural strength 
of the position was such that they produced but little effect, 
and the citadel maintained itself in a manner that left but 
slight hope of its surrender. The siege was carried on, 
nevertheless, with much constancy, the Ameers of Anda- 
lusia conducting the assaults each in his turn and on fixed 
days. Thus did matters continue for some months, during 
wliich there was great anxiety lest the King Don Alfonso 
should bring succours to the place ; and that fear redoubled 
the zeal with which tho siege was pressed forward. 


CHAP. XIX. — Or THE COKTB]S^TIO^S WHICH AB03E AMOXO- THE 
MlihLIIMAlI JtrZEE BEIT TAXMN BEPAIES TO AEKIOA IN FEAB OE 
TUB KINO DON ALFONSO HE BETUENS TO SPAIN, AKEIVES AT 
TOLEDO, AND PUOCEElJa TO COEDOVA. THE ALMOEATIDIS BECOME 
PEEDOMINANT IN SPAIN. 

Now the King of the Moslemah, Juzef Ren Taxfin, and 
A ben Abed, King of Seville, considered that under these 
circumstances it would be advisable to attack the frontier 
of tho Christians, and make incursions on their territory : 
they consequently assembled a council, but the opinions wei'e 
found to vary widely j Abdelaziz Aben Rasih would not con- 
sent to have the forces then occupied in the siege im- 
poverished by any other employment of their arms, but 
desired to invest the iurtress until they had compelled a 
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surrender and were masters of the place. That opinion was 
partaken by Almutasim of Alineria, Leboun of Lorea, and 
other leaders ; wliilo the coutrarv was supported by Ab- 
dallah Ben Balkir of Granada, who took part with Aben 
Abed, Kin^}; of Seville. These last declared that no more 
time should be lost, observing that the best method of pro- 
ceeding now to be adopted was to raise the siege of Alid, 
and permit the besieged to come forth, seeing that, although 
they kept all the force of the ]\roslemah at bay while thus 
shut up, yet it would not be difficult to defeat them in the 
open field, and adding that the moments wasted before tliose 
inaccessible walla were irredeemable, since the delay thus 
permitted gave the Christiana opportunity for making good 
their late losses, and setting the whole result of the Mosle- 
mah expedition on the hazard of a chance. Each now began 
to support his opinion with a certain degree o'’ warmth 
which menaced to become alarming. Abeu Abedi oproached 
Abdelaziz Ben Easih with ingratihide, a.iKl dccinrod the 
opinion which ho had expressed to be the result of intelli- 
gence with the "King Don Alfonso- Abdelaziz, a young 
man of ardent character, then laid hand on his sword, re- 
solving to strike Aben Abed to the earth ; whereupon King 
Juzef commanded that Ben Easih should be seized, and Aben 
Abed himself made him prisoner in the presence of Juzef. 
The King of Seville was then charged with his guardianship, 
and immediately cast him into prison. 

When the troops of the lord of Murcia, Abdelaziz Bon 
Easih, heard of that event, they broke forth into mutiny, 
and hastily striking their tents, marched from the camp 
with all their munitions of war; nor was it possible to 
dissuade them from that step, the generals also consider- 
ing themselves to have been deeply offended by the im- 
prisonment of their commander. Nay, the Mnrcian leaders 
not only persisted in their departure, but having established 
a separate camp on the confines of the district, they inter- 
cepted the provisions which were proceeding to the Leagiior 
of the Moslemah force then lying before Alid, detaining and 
plundering all the convoys, insomuch that the want of food 
began to make itjself felt among the army, and very fre- 
quent desertions ensued. 

When the King Don Alfonso was informed of what was 
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pas.sinf]^ in the Moslemah camp, he dirocted his ni4arch on 
Alid with a select body of cavalry, givinp^ orders that a large 
fort*e should be moved on the aanio point from various parts 
of his dominions, and directing others to assemble before 
jM'urciii. Alfonso being thus found to approach, as had 
been imticipatod by the King of Seville, Juzef lien Tasfin 
began to retiro towards the confines of Lorca* and the 
territory of Almeria, whence the King of the IMoslemah 
subsequently embarked and passed over into Africa, not 
daring to wait for the King of the Christians, who soon 
arrived with his forces at Alid, whence Aben Abed, King 
of Seville, had also retired upon Lorca but a short time 
previously, and there the latter remained to watch the move- 
ments of the enemy. The rest of the Ameers also departed 
from Alid, each on his separate way, and every one returned 
to Ilia own territories. 

The King Don Alfonso having thus disembarrassed Alid 
of its besiegers, then dismantled the fortress, because he. 
saw clearly that, surrounded as it was by the territories of 
the Moslemah, that hold could not possibly maintain itself 
It was besides a place wdiich demanded a large number of 
men for its defence : he therefore withdrew the famished 
garrison, which had then become reduced to a few half- 
starved men, the mere refuse of the harvest which death 
had there cut down. Alfonso then proceeded to Toledo, 
and Aben Abed, who was closely observing his movements, 
immediately took possession of Alid. That stubborn hold, 
which had given to the Moslemah so much hard work, and 
which boasted as its defence twelve thousand very valiant 
Christians, with one thousand cavalry, and the needful 
amount of servants, w'hen first besieged by .1 uzef Ben Taifin, 
was found by Alfonso to be reduced to a very small 
number, w^ho had with difficulty saved themselves from 
dying of hunger after having escaped the sword in many 
an assault, surprise, and sally. One hundred cavaliers were 
ail that the Christian King withdrew from the place. These 
things happened in the year 4*83. 

The continued hostilities of the Christians against the 

* According to Abu Tahye, the Ameer Jnzef remained for some time 
at TiTirt^A, a plere of great beauty, richly supplied with streams and 
fomitnms. 
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Arofelemah, and tho letters ot' hia (loneral Syr Ben Bekir, 
commander of Uie Aliuoravides, no^Y niducod King duzef to 
pass fertile tliird tiinciiito Spain. He did not eomo be- 
cause invited by the Kings of Andalusia, but rather lillcd 
with anger against them, and entertaining wholly new in- 
tentions. Nay, under tho prete.tt pf vengeance to be taken 
upon tho Christian, he was indeed led by ambition and the 
covetous wish to appropriate tho kingdoms of Spam to his 
own use, and to make himself master of tho whole: nor 
had all his dissimulation been sulUeient to save him from 
giving some indication of that purpose, and of tho aggres- 
sions which he was meditating in his heart. More than one 
of tho Andalusian princes had felt suspicious of his designs, 
and each began to take measures for tho security of his 
own interest, with all tho caro aud foresight that ho 
possessed. 

Tho first w'ho perceived tho change of purpose and do^ 
tectedthe designs of Juzef Ben Taxfin was Abdallah Ben 
Balkin Ben llabus, King of Granada ; and that circumataueo 
becoming kuow'ii to Syr Aben Bekir, general of tho Almo- 
randes, ho wrote to his lord those letters which caused Juzef 
to pass over into Spain for the third time, with tho pretext 
of the Sacred War. The King of the Moslemah gathered 
a vast force from the various Cabilas of his African do- 
minions ; the host thus assembled being chiefly composed 
of Zenetes, Masamudes, Goinares, and Gazales, wntli whom 
he disembarked very happily at Algezira-Alhadra. Pur- 
suing the advice of his generals, he thenco proceeded 
by uninterrupted inarches to the frontiers of Toledo, be- 
sieging the King Don Alfonso in that city. May Allah 
restore it to Islam I 

The army of the Almoravides then addressed itself to tho 
task of exhausting the Comarcas : the African troops de- 
stroyed the pleasant gardens, devastated the fields, burnt the 
villages, and slaughtered the people in countless numbers, 
taking captive, moreover, whatever they preferred rather to 
keep alive, among those hapless dwellers in tho land. But 
on this occasion no ono of the princes of Andalusia came 
to the aid of J uzef Ben Taxfin ; nay, they were now learn- 
ing what was the weight of his sword, and saw well that 
• in proportion as he destroyed tho Christians, so did ho 
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lueiiaec their own heads, since ho was oven then iinagiumg 
evil agiuust them, ami preparing treacherous deceits. 

du/ef on his part soon permitted it to bo apparent that he 
was lu^t displeased by that conduct on the part of the Ameers 
of Andalusia, since it furnished him with a pretext for de- 
edaring himself otfeiuled by tlienn Without halting any 
huig time before 'foledo, therefore, ho departed with his 
forces to Gzninada, and entering that city, lie took up his 
abode in the Alcazar, where ho W'as received with much 
hospitality and a show of great confidence by the King Ab- 
dullah Heu Balkin Alien Badis; although the latter had his 
lieart full of dread at receiving a visit of so much import, 
and one accompanied by so large a force. 

But King J uzef knew from his General Syr Aben Bekir, 
that Abdallah, suspecting his purposes, had made a secret 
treaty with tho Christian King Don Alfonso, whose enter- 
prises he was favouring, whom ho considered as his friend, 
and to whom he was disposed to entrust the defence of liia 
territories, while ho was meanwhile busily occupied in forti- 
fying and building holds on his frontiers with tho utmost 
dihgenco and care. In allusion to this, therefore, there were 
then circulating the verses which follow : — 

Here tlion one who lahourefch as the mulo 
To Uirn tho wheel, which with his heart’s best blood 
Ue muot luiomt • or rathci; ’tis tho worm 
Spmumg luT silty toils, to form the prisoiy 
Whoroiii she dio» enclosed.’' 

The chrmiicloa relate that before the arrivid of Juzef Ben 
Taxlin, Abdallah had thought of resisting^ him, and closing 
tho gate*s of the city j but Abu T<ahye adds, that he sub- 
scqueutly detormiued to dissemble, and going forth to meet 
the King of tho Moslemah, conducted him to his palace. 
OtlitT writers alfirm that the King of Granada openly defied 
Juzef Ben Taxlin, and closed tho gates; hut that Juzef 
having besieged tho city, was afterwards admitted on 
certain <*onditioti3, under which compact of security the 
King of the hloslcmali entered Granada, when Abdallah 
himself hail calmed tho fury of the people, who were well 
armed and determined to rise against the Alrican Ameer, 
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having resolved to fight bravely, and defend tbeir liberties to 
the death. Whether the first or the second of these accounts 
be the true one, certain it is that two months after the 
entrance of Juzef he made himself master of Granada, 
took Abdallah himself prisoner, and sent him, with his 
harem and household, to Agmat, near Morocco in Africa 

While the King of the Moslemah was thus remaining in 
Granada, where he was busying himself with the dispo- 
sitions to be taken for the government of that city and of 
the kingdom, there came envoys from the Kings of Seville 
and Badajoa to bid him welcome to his new lordship, he 
having caused it to be reported that Abdallah had ceded 
those territories to him in exchange for certain possessions 
in Africa. But Juzef would not receive the ambassadors 
of Seville and Badajos, nor permit them to have access to his 
presence; wherefore they returned full of care and bitterly 
mortified by the contemptuous treatment they had sufiered. 

At the same time, Almoatesim, King of Almeria, also 
scut his son Oveidallah Izeldola Abu Meruan to otfer his good 
wishes to the King of the Moslemah, when Juzef detained 
the prince in his company under various pretexts, insomuch 
that he made him serve as a hostage,* until the youth, 
having succeeded in winning over his guards, escaped from 
the city in disguise, and returned by way of the sea to 
Almeria, 

Thus did Juzef Ahen Taxfin depose the King of Granada 
Abdallah Beif Balkm, and being much delighted with the 
beauty of the environs and the admirable position of the 
city, the King of the Moslemah proposed to reside there 
during all the time that he should for the future pass in 
Spain , but he then departed without delay to Africa, 
taking with him, as some writers afiirm, the King of Granada 
and his brother Almustensir Temim, Governor of Malaga, 
who had also come forth to receive him, and whose city 
and government he seized as he had done those of 
Granada. The command of the Almoravide troops and 
the government of Granada were left by the Ameer to his 
general Syr Ben Bekir, El Lamtuna, all which being done, 

* On that occasion the young prince wrote some elegant verses to his 
father, who replied to him in others of similar character. — Conde, 
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Ihc Kinij; of tho itoaleniah embiirked, and passed over to 
whore he armed in the moon of liamazan in the 

year d-Sii 

Alxni Abed, KinjG^ of Seville, now saw the extent of the 
evil by whirU In's was menaced, and began to repent, when it 
M'lis ttu) late, of having invited the Moors into Spain. He 
tluni laboured to forlity his cities, and restored the walls 
of iSi^ville, with the bridge, which he carefully strengthened, 
and )daced all in a state of defence with such diligence as he 
could Then his son the Prince Abu Hassan Obeidallah 
Jttixid came to him, and said, — *'l indeed perceived this 
tempest approaching, Oh my father, and gave thee warning 
thereof in good time, yet thou wouldst not regard my 
counsels, nor those of otlier prudent and noble Xeques, but 
hast drawn hither with thy hand this Prince Irom his 
Beseris, thus causing him. to fall upon these our fair plains 
and delightful palaces.” Then Aben Abed could find no argu- 
ment by which to excuse his error, and contented himself 
with replying as follows : “ There is no human diligence or 
cjirc that can impede the events which God the Most High 
hath decreed.” 

Tlie King of the iToslomah, Juzef Een Taxfin, was mean- 
while made acquainted with the suspicions entertained and the 
preparations made by the Ameers of Andalusia, whereupon 
ho gave orders to the effect that a vast body of troops 
assembled in Cebta should instantly embark for Spam. 
IHiia was done in his presence, and he confided the conduct 
of that force to Syr Ben Abi Bekir, whom he commanded 
to make himself master of Seville and its territories, directing 
him to proceed with caution and dissemble his purpose, 
to the end that he might take the city when unprovided for 
such an assault. 

‘While J uzef was residing at Cehta, he caused the great 
mosque to be constructed in that city, commanding tts towers 
to bo raised to such a height that they should overpass 
every other building in the place ; and they were indeed so 
lofty as to dominate the whole; furnishing, moreover, a very 
fine view of tlio sea. The king likewise erected the fountain 
of Bolat, which he caused to be supplied with numerous 
tubes, and ho furthermore built the wall which is called that 
of the Lower Almiua, 
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The orders given to the army, wlucli Juzef Ben Taxfiu 
despatched, as above said, to make war on the Ameers of 
Andalusia, were to the effect that the force should bo divided 
viito great corps : the command of the first, which was of 
itself sufficient to form a large host, being entrusted to Syr 
Ben Abi Bekir, who received a commission first to occupy 
the kingdom of Seville, and that done to pa^s forward 
against Aben Alaftas, King of Algarve. The second division 
J uzef confided to Abdallah Ben Griag, whom ho ordered to 
proceed to Cordova against Aben iSTaser Alfetab, son of 
Aben Abed. The third corps was given to Abu Zacaria 
Ben Yesein, who was instructed to attack the territory of 
Almeria and its sovereign, Muhamad Ben Maun, called 
Alimitasem ; the fourth, which was the last, being com- 
manded by Carur, El Laintuni, received orders from Juzef 
to fall on the land of Eonda, where another son of Aben 
Abed, called Yelid Eadillah, held the government. These 
forces all departed as above described, the King of the Mos- 
lemah himself remaining at Oebta, there to await the result 
of his enterprise and to provide all that future events might 
render needful to the success of his various undertakings. 


C'n A.P XX Or the conquests oe the aimobavideb oveb the mos- 

I+EMAH OE SPAIN, OE THE DBEBAT OE THE ABMT OE AEEONSO ACTING* 

IN FAVOUR OF ABEN ABED, OE THE TAKING OF SEVILLE, ANP OE THE 

SUBSEQUENT FATE AND DEATH OE ABEN ABED. 

Tee Almoravide, Syr Ben Abi Bekir, penetrated without 
opposition into the territory of the King of Seville, and even 
expected to find that monarch coming half way to meet 
him, so soon as he should hear of his arrival, with gifts and 
magnificent hospitality, for the purpose of deceiving him by 
crafty pretensions of friendship : but nothing of the kind was 
done ; no messenger went forth to meet the African general, 
nor was any salutation sent on the part of Aben Abed. 
Then Syr Aben Bekir ’despatched a letter, wherein he com- 
manded the King of Seville to resign his territories, surren- 
der his fortresses, and present himself in person to offer 
tie oath of allegiance to Juzef Aben Taxfin, Prince of the 
Moalemah, 
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Tlu\^(' ileinAiuln tlid noi como xmoxpoctcdly to the King, 
A hen Ahed, nor W!i« ho Buddonlv disturbed by their arrival j 
ho gave no n^ply to the loiter of Syr Ben Abi Bekir, but 
insiantt\ nnnlo the best preparations for defending himself 
that ntiil remained in his poner. Yet he proceeded to these 
duties with a heart full of dismay. Aben Abed was much 
atldi(‘ted to tin' oonsullation of the stars; he believed that 
the moment announeed by them at his birth had now 
arrived, atul he thonglit he*pereeived the approach to its fulfil- 
ment of tlmt prophecy wherein it had been declared to Ins 
father '‘■that his dynasty should be destroyed by a certain 
people who should eome forth from an island which was yet 
not their proper dwelling.” Other circumstances of his 
domestic life brought increased discouragement to the 
already dejected king* and all now appeared to him to be of 
mournful augury. He xvaa afflicted, for example, among 
otlier lliiugs, by having heard in a dream one oi‘ his sons 
repeat the following words m very elegant verses: 

Time wiiR when favouring I'ort.une bore our namo 
ThroupU the wide vorld, and fiom hor sliming car 
PuliUshed the fame of our immortal deeds— 

Uut now hho holds her peace, or doth but breathe ^ 
in bitter sigbs and tears that flow unceasing. 

Day piiHsos, and the night— and so do pass 
'fltl' worhl’h inoBt dear delights . frail as a dream 
Is nil the greatness of thcRc lower realms. 

Ami now, as ily the timid flocks of air, 

When eivmes the falcon sweeping o*er the waste, 

Kn II \ the warriors once thy pride and strength — 

^I'liey hide them from the storm that Xhou must bide. 

Abcn Abed sallied forth against the Almoravides with his 
cavalry ; ttnd such were his valour and practised dexterity in 
anna that he maintained himself, despite their overw^helming 
numbers, and fought with varying fortunes in several 
skinniHhes, but ho carefully avoided coming to a regular 
ongagomeut. 1 n tiio hope of dividing the attention of the 
king, iSyr Ben Bekir sent one of his generals, Bati Ben 
Ismail, namely, with abody of men to besiege Jaen; and this 
was done \\ itfi bo much zeal and good effect that the city 
was comjjMidled to surrender, but on tolerably favourable con- 
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ditioHS: it vruB then immediately occupied by the Almoravides. 
Syr Ben Bekir despatched an aceoimt ol* that victory to 
Juzef Beu Taxfin, who rejoiced greatly therein, aiul sent 
orders to hia general m reply, commanding him not to desist 
from the attack on A ben Abed, King of Seville, until he had 
despoiled that sovereign of all he possessed; nay, he enjoined 
Syr Beu Bekir not to leave him one town of all the many 
that formed his kingdom. 

The general Bati Ben Ismail was then directed to join 
his force to that of Carnr El Lamtuni, who was carry mg the 
war into the Ooinarcas of' Cordova, and had indeed begun to 
lay close siege to the city itself; but in a sally made by tlie 
people of Cordova, led on by Naser Alfctali, son of A ben 
Abed, King of Seville, they made a frightful slaughter among 
the Almoravides, which rendered it needful that the division 
under Carnr El Lamtuni’s command should be reinforced. 
On the arrival of the new troops, led by Bati Ben 
Ismail, the Almoravides renewed their assaults with a fury 
which compelled the inhabitants to accept conditions of 
surrender, when, having first received an assurance of 
security for their lives and possessions, they opened their 
gates, and on Wednesday, the 3rd day of the moon Safer, in 
the y^r 484, the troops of Juzef Aben Taxfin made good 
their entrance. They had not well done so, before Carur 
El Lamtum caused the son of Aben Abed, Abu Naser 
Alfetah, called likewise Almamun, to be traitorously 
deprived of life. 

At the same period, the Almoravides, under the command 
of Syr Ben Bekir, took possession of yaeza,*Ubeda, Castro- 
Alvelad, Almodavar, Assachira, and Zacura. The division 
which had been sent to Honda made itself master of that 
city also, but not until after a noble and most obstinate 
resistance had been made by Tezid Eadillah, the youngest 
son of Aben Abed. That prince was in hke manner put to 
death by the ferocious Oarur El Lamtuui, who had him in 
guard, and who pierced the heart of the noble youth with 
nis own lance, in violation of all justice as well as of the 
compact but just before concluded. 

In the course of a few months the barbarous command of 


* Vaeza or Baeza ; somefcimea called also Vaza. 
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fluzof Al)ou Tnxfm had been but too obeyed, and 

of all the cities of his kingdom there remained to Aben 
Abed only Seville and Carmona, — both well defended. 

The ji^cmeral Bati Bon ismail remained in Cordova until 
be hiul been enabled to garrison the city securely, and had 
ocetipied all tlie fortresses of the Oomarca ; he likewise 
despatched one of the Lam tuna generals with a body of a 
thousand horse to Calatrava, one of the strongest fortresses 
in the possession of the Moslemah : and this he did because 
there had come reports of the approach of the King Don 
Alfonso, who was said to be advancing to the aid and 
defence of Aben Abed, King of Seville, 

On his part Syr Ben Bekir had also taken measures for 
the defence of the frontier, and that done he sat down before 
Carmona, wdiich he besieged with an ardour not to he 
described, and ultimately took by storm, entering the city 
sword in hand at nightfall, on Saturday, the 17th day of 
Eebio Primera, m the year 483. 

That strong city being lost, Aben Abed suffered all hope 
to sink from his heart, and he sent to entreat succour from 
the King of the Christians, Alfonso, to whom^ he offered 
certain of his towns in return for the help required. Then 
Alfonso, with a singular generosity, forgetting ajl past 
injune.s and thinking only of the old friendship that had 
onco e.visted between himself and the King of Seville, sent 
liis general, the Conde Q-umis, to his ^ aid, mtli twenty 
thousand cavalry and fprty thousand infantry, although 
Aben Abed bad not fully declared to him the miserable 
condition of his affairs, nor exposed all the distress in which 
he found himself* 

The powerful army of the Christians next entered the 
territory of Cordova, at that tune in the power of the 
AlmoraVides, whose towns they burnt and whose lands they 
devastated in their progress. Against them there then went 
forth, by order of Syr Ben Abi Bekir, the general Ibrahim 
Ben Ismail, of Lamtuna, one of the bravest of the Almora- 
vide loaders. His command consisted of ten thousand 
horse, of the Zeneta, Gomara, and Masumuda Cabilas, a care- 
fully chosen body of men; and with these marched a strong 
division of infantry, all people well inured to battle and 
familiar with the horrors of warfare. These two hosts then 
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met, and a very obstinate combat ensued, in wlneli the 
Christians wore defeated and iled the field, since in no other 
manner could they save themselves from death ; but this they 
did not consent to do until they had inllieted a very hea\y 
loss on the Almoravidea 

Syr Ben Bekir now kid siege to the city of Stwille, 
and that place was defended by its King Abeii Abed with 
the utmost constancy and valour, he making frequent sallies 
in ^person, and taking part in many skirmishes and surprises. 
But the prowess and the exploits of the Almoravules ^\ero 
such and so many that the inhabitants at lengtli required 
their king to enter into ncgoeiiitions for surrender, seeing 
that it was not possible ftir the city to hold out against the 
bravery and boldness of so determined and powerful an 
enemy. And Aben Abed liimselF, having now learned the 
ill success of his Uliristiau auxiliaries, hud lost all hope, 
wherefore, although with grief of heart, ho agreed to 
surrender the city, tinder the faith of King Juzefs pro- 
tection, and after receiving promise of security for life and 
goods for all the inhabitants of the same, as well as for 
himself, his sons, his daughters, his wives, and the servants 
of his household, all this being granted by the Q-eneral, Syr 
Ben Bekir, in the name of his Lord "the King of the 
Moslemab, Juzef Aben Taxfin. The Almoravides then took 
possession of Seville, an event which happened on Sunday, 
the 22nd* day of the moon Kegeb, in the year 484. 

The general of the Almoravides instantly constituted 
Aben Abed prisoner, and placing him under a strong guard, 
made preparations for sending that sovereign, with his 
whole family, to Africa. The sons now remaining to him 
were Abu Husem Obeidallah Arraxid, Abu Becar Abdallah 
Almoated, Abu Zuleyman Arabie, called Tag-dola, and Abu 
Hasini Almoali Zeino-dola. Aben Aben was also accom- 
panied by^the wives of his sons, by his daughters, and by 
the female slaves of his harem. Among the latter was one 
who for her beauty and discretion was more especially 
beloved by the king — Otamida, namel}, the mother of his 
son Arabie, and who was also called Saida Cubra (there is 
a memorial respecting her on the inscription which was 


* Other writers say the 19th — Condi, 
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engraved on a mosque in the year 478), and Eomaikifi'i^the 
last-mentioned name being given to her because she had 
been purchased by Abeu Abed from Eomaik Ben Hegia^ - 

All this illustrious family was now sent into Africa, and 
the lamentations that were made at their embarkation are 
not to be told ; tears marked their separation from their 
beautiful city, and heavy sighs were heard to escape their 
hearts as tliey beheld the towers of their radiant palaces 
disappearing from tlicir sight, — all their grandeur vanishing 
at the same moment as doth the fabric of a dream. Tet 
this is the manner of the world, which doth but give that it 
may take avvay, which sweetens only to make the future 
more bitter, which illustrates only more eifectually to 
darken, and whose purest gifts never fail to exhibit some 
trace of evil. 

The exiles arrived at Cebta, and Juzef Ben Taxfin, with- 
out any consideration for the royal majesty of the King of 
Seville and his sons, sent them all prisoners to the city of 
Agmat. On the way thither, an Alarabc, called Abul Hassan 
llasuri, composed certain verses in praise of Aben Abed ; 
and although they were by no means to be compared with 
those which he had been wont to receive from liis own poet, 
Aben Zeidun, yet the captive monarch is said to have 
presented to his eulogist six-aiid-thirty doubloons of gold, 
which were all that ho had with him at the moment, and 
were indeed to prove the last reward that he was ever to 
confer in this life. 

When the fallen monarch arrived at Medina Agmat, the 
Almoravules shut him up in a tower, where he lived during 
four years in extreme poverty and destitution: he was sur- 
rounded by his daughters, who waited upon and served him 
with the utmost affection : but the sight of his children in 
that deplorable condition deprived the unfortunate monarch 
of the consolation he might otherwise have derived from 
their filial attachment, which was thus rendered but another 
source of pain and sorrow to his heart, 

Aben Abed was furthermore to ho shortly afterwards 
afflicted by the death of his beloved Saida Cubra : unable to 
endure the misfortunes, the poverty and depression of her 
consort, she expired no long time after the arrival of the 
hapless family at Agmat. Aben Lebana relates that some 

von. II, X 
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of the people of Aben Abed found means to penetrate to 
Hs prison on tlie occasion of the Easter ceremonies, and to 
offer Mm the ^ood wishes customary at that period : they 
there found their late magnificent sovereign with his 
daughters around him, all clothed in worn-out and 
faded vestments, with other indications of the most com- 
plete destitution. Yet the grieved visitors declared that the 
royal majesty of their race was still visible in the counte- 
nances of the princes, and beneath those poor garments 
could still be discovered the delicacy and beauty of their 
forms, insomuch that they reminded the beholder of the sun 
when partially eclipsed, or veiled in clouds that diminish his 
splendour, but do not wholly conceal his perfection. So 
entirely had the despoiled family been deprived of all, and 
BO absolute was the poverty to which the King Juzef Abcn 
Taxfin had permitted Aben Abed to be reduced, that the 
princesses, his daughters, were compelled to go barefoot, 
and gained their miserable sustenance by spinning. 

Perceiving that the persons who were witnesses to these 
things were struck dumb with surprise and sorrow, Ben 
Abed repeated to them the verses of a mournful elegy which 
they could not hear without many tears and a profound 
grief. BLis sons were at the same time suffering similar 
privations : one of them, Abu Becar Abdallah Almoatei was 
assassinated during the Bamazan of that unhappy year 484 ; 
on that same day, and but a few hours before his murder, 
he had sent one of his little sons to bis father with a copy 
of verses, wherein he sought to offer him consolation for the 
sufferings he endured. 

Aben Abed Mmself survived to the year 488, when he 
also died. His reign had lasted three-and-twenty years, and 
the dynasty of his house was of seventy-three years duration, 
as he tells us himself in verses written after its fall;' his 
love of poetry was indeed the best consolation and the sole 
recreation that he had preserved in his inexpressible sorrows. 
Some of the canzonets written by the fallen monarch are of 
such merit that they became the favourite songs of the 
people ; they were committed to memory by his survivors, 
and were familiar in the mouths of all men. 
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CIl VP. XXI.— Of the taking of almeuia bv the almokavibes 

Tlirv OCCCrrY TALENCIA — TBEATY of tub king of bAEAGOJsBA WITH 
JUZEF A13EN TAXFIN. 

Ik llio moon Xahan of the same* ' ear, 4843 , the Almora’vides 
took possobsion of the cil.y of jSovua, and in the moon 
Xawal their Geucriil Davoud A bon Avxa occupied hledma 
llariza with hia troops, when ho sent an account of the 
advaiitaiifoa ho had obtained and the eonqueyts he had made 
to the King of the Moslemah, Juzef Ben Taxlin, The 
Alcayde Davoud Ben Ayxa was a brave and excellent man, 
as w’cll as an able commander; he was prudent, just, and 
compassionate ; no man had cause to complain of oppression 
at hia hand ; his moderation and courtesy were wxdl known, 
and ho made as many conquests by those qualities as by the 
force of arms. 

At this time, Muhamad Ben Maun, King of Almcria, of 
the race of the Altegibies, known also as Almoatesim Moez- 
Dola, and as Awatic Dola, wdio had lived ou terms of friend- 
ship with the King of Seville, Abeii Abed, was attacked in 
his turn by the Almoravides; and although all the Ameers of 
Andalusia w'hom ho had summoned to his aid, so soon as 
the treacherous proceedings of Syr Abi B(‘kir became known 
to him, w'oro prepared to assemble lu defence of his states, 
yet the Almoravides did not give them time to unite their 
ibrees fur that purpose; a division of Juzefs army, con- 
ducted by Zacaria Ben TJsciiiis, fell upon the territory of 
Almena w'lthout delay, and closely besieged the King Mu- 
hamad Ben Maun in his capital, w’hieh was also called 
Almcria. This prince w-as much beloved by his subjects for 
the justice and liberality of his government, and was 
esteemed as well as beloved by all the Ameers of Spain ; for 
this cause the Almoravides were more especially* eager to 
obtain early possession of his states, since they believed that 
all would unite for his defence, whether Christians or Mos- 
lemah. They besieged Medina Almem therefore, with so 
much vigilance and vigour, that none could enter or leave 
the city whether by sea or land. Then Muhamad Ben 
Maun, perceiving that his power of maintaining the place 
w^as decreasing, and become hopeless of deliverance from an 
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enemy who was at the same time keeping all the kings of 
Spain in check, took these things so much to heart tliat hia 
sorrow was more than he could bear, and he died of grief. 
The moment before Muhamad resigned his oppressed life, 
he advised his elder son, Ahmed Moez Dola, to take refuge 
in the East of Africa with the Aben Hamudes,if G*od should 
be pleased to liberate him, while still living, from the hands 
of his foes, and to ally himself with the sons of HLamud, if 
he were permitted to retain any power over his territories. 
The dying king spoke in similar terms to his younger son Iz 
Dola, but the latter did not follow the counsels of his father. 

And so died the wise and virtuous King Almuatesim of 
Almeria, after a reign of much felicity, which had endured 
forty years. He had served under the King of the 
Moslemah, Juzef Ahen Taxfin, at the battle of Zalacca, and 
had taken part with his troops at the seige of Alid, in the 
Camarcas of Lorca ; but these services were not suffered to 
impede the rum of himself and liis family. 

The son of their lost king was immediately proclaimed by 
the people of Almeria, and all the more readily, as Ahmed 
Moez Dola* had already received the oath of allegiance, 
seeing that hia father had long before associated him in the 
government, and declared him his successor. The day of 
his proclamation by the people was the 4tb of the moon 
Eebie Postrera, in the year 484, which was that of his 
father’s death. 

But the reign of Abu Meruan Moez Dola did not 
endure more than a month from the day of Muhamad’s 
death. At that time there came intelligence to Almeria of 
the occupation of Seville by the Almoravides, and of the 
deposition of Aben Abed ; when the new sovereign of 
Almeria, losing what little hope he had previously enter- 
tained, and perceiving that it would not be possible for him 
to preserve his own capital in safety, provided himself 
secretly with a ship, in which he resolved to escape from 
the doomed city : meanwhile he began to enter into 
negociations for the surrender thereof. 

The question of surrender having once been entertained, 

* In other passages of these ohromcles Ahmed is called OheidaUah 
Moezdala Abu Meruan . — CondL 
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the care of those who watched the city became somewhat 
relaxed, and in the dead of night the king fled from its 
walls with his family and treasures, directing his steps to 
the East of Africa, as his father had recommended, and 
abandoning Almoria, with its dependencies, to the con- 
quering Almoravidcs. His flight, according to some authors, 
was before the close of Eamazan ; according to others that 
event took place on the 25th of the moon Xaban, in the 
year 48 k 

Abu Mcruan took with him his brother llafel Eola, as 
he did also the wives and children of that prince* The 
brothers found shelter with the Lord of Bejaya, and they 
lived in that city as vassals and dependents of Almaiizor 
Beu Anasir Ben Ahmas Ben Jlamedi Ben Bulker Ben 
Zciri Ben Menad Zauhagi, who shortly afterwards conferred 
on Abu Moruau the , government of Tunis in the West. 
His brother Eafel Dola was subsequently favoured and 
protected by the Wali of Tclcncen El Mezdeh, and at that 
place Rafel Dolah, who was much addicted to the study of 
letters, resided, happily busied with that peaceful occupation 
until the day of bis death, which took place, as we are in- 
formed by the Andalusian historians, Amru Otmaii of 
Cordova, Zacarias of Saragossa, and Alcodai of Valencia, 
in the year 539. 

Oil tlio day after that which saw the sou of the broken- 
hearteil departing from the city of his inhoritaucc, 

that phico surrouilered to the Almoravidcs, and the general 
of Juzef Aben Tuxfin, Davoud Abeu Ayxa, took possession 
of the same with his troops. He then sent companies of 
soldiers to occupy tho dependencies of Almeria, and laid 
seigo to Moutuxar, which he soon reduced, as lie had done 
the other towns of the kingdom. Abed Ayxa then des- 
patched messengers to the King Juzef, giving him the 
welcome intelligence that the Almoravides had nerw, within 
a year and a half, found means to make themselves masters 
of five kingdoms of Andalusia : those namely which had 
belonged to Aben llabus, to Aben Abed, to Abu Alhas 
Maun, to Aben Abdtdaziz, and to Abdallah Ben Becar, 
Lord of Jaon, Oyla, and Ecija. 

In the following year, 485, the King of tho Mo.slomah 
commanded his general Davoud Ben Ayxa to marcli upon 
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Denia ; which command he executed accordingly, and 
occupied the city, as he did that of Xativa. Both these 
towns had been held by Aben Moncad, and that Ameer, 
together with Abu Mernan Huzeil Aben Bazin, of Mnr- 
biter and Valencia, had allied himself with the Christians, 
and with their general, Buderic El Cambiter,* thinking 
to defend themselves against the Almoravides by his aid ; 
but the general Devoud Aben Ayxa occupied all those 
places with little difficulty and without much shedding of 
blood. The state of Abed Eazid remained a separate 
dependence, and the government was given in perpetual 
tenancy to Tahye Abdelmelic Abu Meruan, who was its 
lord by right of inheritance ; but this happened on account 
of the antiquitv of his family’s possession, and also because 
of their ancient alliances with the Aben Hudes of Saragossa. 
The son of Abdelmelic likewise became governor of the state,* 
having succeeded his father Tahye therein. 

These things done, Eavoud Abu Ayxa departed to 
Secura, which city he also took, and then passing on with 
his army he laid siege to Valencia. That place was defended 
by the King Tahye Ben Dylnoun, assisted by the Christians, 
who were his allies or rather his lords. During a sally, 
which terminated m a sanguinary and obstinate engagement, 
Tahye Ben Dylnoun was mortally wounded and died that 
same day, when he was succeeded in the kingdom and the 
defence of the city by Alcadir Tahye Ben Dylnoun, who being 
a wise and valiant general, disputed the entrance of the foe 
in many a well-fought battle and ingenious surprise, defend- 
ing the place with equal courage and abihty. 

The Christians, perceiving that it was impossible to 
maintain themselves in Valencia, retired from the city; but 
Alcadir, assisted by the brave general Aben Tahir, Lord of 
Tadmir, still continued to defend the walls, which he 
abandoned only with his life. 

Much time and rivers of blood had now been expended, 
and more would have been la-vished in the same cause had 
not the Cadi of Valencia, Ahmed Ben G-ehaf Almaferi, con- 
sented to form a compact with the enemy, m pursuance of 
which he caused the gates to be 'thrown open, and the 


* The Old Oampeador. 
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Almoravides entered sword in hand* They made a cTuel 
slauglitor among the people who btill remained faithful to 
Alcadir, and that prince himself perished with many other 
noble cavaliers, all figlitmg with the bravery of lions. 

To the Cadi Ahmed Ben Gehaf there was given as the 
reward of his service the government of the place he had 
betrayed, and from being its Oadileoda he rose to be the 
Wali of that important city. But how just is the Divine 
Providence 1 llow^ inflexible is that law which ensures the 
accomplishment of its eternal decrees ! This we shall more 
clearly set forth hereafter, wdien we come to relate the death 
of the treacherous Cadi, 

The General Davoud Aben Ayxa wrote an account of his 
conquest to the King of the Moslemah, Juzef Ben Taxfin, 
who replied by commanding him to continue his aggressions 
until he had subjugated all Spain. 

Now the King Aha Giaffar of Saragossa, of the illus- 
trious race of Aben Hud, w^as all this time maintaining the 
whole eastern border of Spain with the noble uprightness 
and heroic valour which formed the distinctions of his cha- 
racter. Guadir Higiara, Medina Oeli, Helga, Daroca, Cala- 
tayub, Huesca, Tiidda, Barbasta, Lerida, and Praga, were 
all in his command; and he was equally powerful on the 
sea which lies to the south of the Pyrenees, sending his 
ships to Alexandria and the coast of Africa, all richly laden 
with the products of Spam ; and these returning, brought 
him the merchandize of Syria and of other provinces situate 
tow’ards the east. He was the most wealthy of all the 
kings of Spain, and being very liberal, moreover, as well as 
just and humane, ho was so much beloved by his people, 
that he might be said to hold their hearts in his hand. 

Porthis cause, .luzef Ben Taxfin did not venture to attack 
the King of Saragossa, nor had he declared war against 
his states ; but the prudent Abu Giaffar, fearing to see the 
King of the Moslemah become hia enemy, and perceiving 
tbo victories which he had oWained over the other Ameers, 
thought it best to yield to the necessities of the time, and 
prepare for the storm by which lie was threatened* He 
tiler ufore wrote a letter to King Juzef, desiring his alliance 
and a treaty of defence against the Christians : this letter 
he sent by the hands of his own son, Ima Dolah Abu 
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MeruaiL Abdelmelic, charging that prince at the same time 
with very precious gifts* for the Amcor of the Moalemah, 
to whom, among other things, he wrote as follows : — 

“My states are the wall which stands between thyself 
and the enemy of our Law ; this wall is the shelter and de- 
fence of the Moslemah : nor have my forefathers ceased to 
guard these frontiers from the first moment of their roign 
in the land, resolved that the Infidel should not enter the 
other provinces of Spain by our borders. The assurance of 
thy friendship will be a satisfaction to me, and thou mayst 
rely upon the sincerity of my alliance. My son Abdel- 
melic will declare to thee the intentions of our heart, and 
our earnest wishes for the defence and propagation of 
Islam.” 

To that letter Juzef Aben Taxfin replied in the following 
words : — 

“ Lrom the King of the Moslemah and Protector of the 
Paith, Juzef Ahen Taxfin, to the Confident in God, Ahmed 
Abu Giafar Aben Hud, whose potency may God the Om- 
nipotent perpetuate and increase. 

“ From our court of Morocco — may God have it in his 
keeping — whither thy letter bath arrived, giving clear 
evidence of the nobility and valour of thy forefathers. 

“We give thanks to God and the perfection of praise, 
imploring him to direct and guide us in the path of upright- 
ness, and to lead our thoughts to salutary ends. We pray 
to God for our lord Muhamad his servant, with whom, may 
the Divine grace, which exalts to perfection, be ever 
abundant. 

“ Kespecting the things which we have to say to thee — 
to whom may God add strength — and in regard to thy su- 
blime generosity, know that in us there is nothing less than 
a sincere friendship for thee, proceeding entirely from our 
natural disposition which God hath given to us. 

There hath also come to our presence the honour of 

^ Abcodal has recorded that a portion of these presents consisted in 
fourteen Arrobas (three hundred and fifty pounds, Q-en. 3) of silver 
in solid masses, each marked with the seal of his grandfather, Almuta- 
men. He adds that Juzef received these gifts, and having coined them 
into Kirates, distributed them among the populace of Cordova on the 
day when he took possession of that city, — Oondi, 
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greatness and tho subliniity of iindorstandingj which is Abu 
Moruan Abdelmelic, thy won by descent, but ono also to us, for 
our love and pfood-will that we bear to him. May God increase 
in him His love to tlu'e, aiucc he is the light of thmo eyes 
and tho gladness of thy heart ! With him have also arrived 
the two honournblo Viziers Abu Lasba and Abu Amir, to 
whom may God accord the mercy of His holy fear, as well 
as to all your servants, to all and each of whom we have 
done honour according to his quality. They brought to us 
thy esteemed letter, which w^e have received with honour, 
and from this we have understood tliy desires, as w'ell as 
from the relation by words which thy son and Viziers have 
made to ns with much discretion. We on our part have 
replied, in conformity with thy demands, and in communi- 
cations with them have spoken to them once and again, so 
that they understand well what is contained in the con- 
vention of our reciprocal friendship and alliance, which shall 
bo wholly directed towards tho preservation of the greatness 
and sovereignty of the State, m so far as it shall be for the 
service of God. Parewcll.” 


CHAP. XXn — TNCTrI^STO^"s ur tiib rN?iDi?Ti on Tni3 LANn or raAO-A. 

OF TICIJ OtLNQtT’EST OV B U) UOZ BY TUB AI/MOUAV 11>BS. UNION OF 'mE 
CJI) W'lTU THE MOOllS AUAINST TUU AXMOHAVI DEfi, EROM WHOM 
TIIUSK ALLIES TAKE THE CITY OF VALENCIA. THU ALMOEAVIDBS 
OBTAIN rOSSESSION OF THE BALEARIC ISLES. 

Abu GiafFar was highly satisfied with the alliance thus 
formed ; and in the year 486, tho Aimoravidos did afford 
him effectual aid against the Christians, who had fallen like 
a whirlwind upon his territories, and assisted by those of 
Afranc with the Erdomanos, had made themselves fnasiers 
of Eraga and Borbaster, devastating the fields, burning tho 
towns, and plundering the flocks and herds of such of the 
inhabitants as they did not slay or carry into captivity. 
Nay, it hath been computed that in those incursions there 
perished no less than forty thousand persons, to say nothing 
of the many women, damsels, and children, who were earned 
away captives. 
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There then proceeded to the aid of the King Almnstaiu 
Abu G-iafFar of Saragossa, six thousand Almoravidc cross- 
bowmen, with one thousand horse ; when that force, having 
joined those of the King, made fearful reprisals on the Chris- 
tians, and recovered the fortresses which had been taken by 
them. The Moslemah likewise retook Barbaster by force of 
arms, and having gained possession of the place, they left 
but few in life of all that they found therein. The city of 
Kraga was recovered in similar sort, the Infidels having been 
defeated in many well- contested and sanguinary conflicts. 
After these things, King Almustain returned to Saragossa, 
bringing five hundred Christian damsels in his train, with 
a thousand suits of armour taken from the Christian 
warriors, and many other spoils of great value, from which 
he sent rich gifts to the King of the Moslemah, and con- 
firmed their reciprocal friendship anew. 

While these things were passing in the eastern parts of 
Spain, S> r Aben Bekir, the most crafty of the Almoravidc 
leaders, had taken his way with a powerful army towards 
the land of Algarve, to occupy the kingdom of Bada-joz, 
which was then held by Omar Ben Muhamad Ben Alaftas, 
called Almetuakil Billah, Syr Ben Bekir took the cities of 
Algarve with but little difldculty, and made himself master 
of numerous fortresses ; he also occupied Xelb and Bvora; 
having effected which, he fixed his camp before Badajoz, 
that city being defended by the King Aben Alaftas himself, 
and maintained with much bravery. 

But Fortune had turned her back on the Andalusian 
princes ; there was a commonly accredited report then 
current, which found especial credence among the populace, 
to the effect that a prophecy had announced the irremediable 
destruction of the Kings of Spain, all of whom were pre- 
destined to be defeated and deposed by certain Ameers of 
Africa and that persuasion being universally entertained 
by the people, was of so fatal an effect in those days, that 
the facility with which the Almoravides made themselves 
lords of Spain may be attributed in great measure to its 
effects. Nay, the very princes themselves were influenced 
by that belief, and thence it was that none of them did any 
thing truly effectual ip. defence of the country. 

In a battle of terrible obstinacy fought between the troops 
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of Abou Mafias and tbo Almoravulca, the formor wore de- 
feated, mid two sons of the who had led the luisl, were 
taken prisoners ; these, were tlie Prineos Alfadil and Aliibaa, 
who w ould not yield until, abandoned by tlieir people and 
grievously woniuled, they fell into the hands of the Almo- 
ravides. The inhnbiiants of Badajoz, discouraged by these 
contitmal losses, and intiiniilated by their last battle, then 
conipidled the. king to niakt^ conditions for the surrender of 
the place. 

The general Syr Hen Hekir gave the king assurance of a 
mi\\ departure from the city, with his eliildnm, his household, 
and all the treasures he \ot retained; but after having 
possessed hinistdf of Hadajoai on that condition, and per- 
mitted tlu‘ king to leave it, with his sons, his wives, and his 
slaves, he sent a troop of the Laniiuna cavalry in pursuit of 
the iravidlers, when those nssassiUH, overtaking the unhappy 
family while still in the neighbourhood of the capital, in- 
hunmuly put the King Alinetuakil to death with their lances, 
as they did the two wounded princes, Alfadil and Alabas, 
This deplorable tragedy was aeeomplisheil on a Saturday, 
which W'UH the 7th day of the Aloon Safer, in the year ifci7, 
and all was done by order of J uxef Abeu Taxtin, ICing of 
the Moslemah, 

The uiisforluuea of the family thus treacherously de- 
stroyed were sung by the most renowned poets of that time ; 
and the elegy <‘c)mposecl by the preft*ct of the palace, Abu 
Muhamad Abdelmegid Ben Abdun, w'as in the mouths of all 
men. 

The King Alnietuakil was a very learned man ; he was 
the friend of all tho wise and distinguished persons who fre- 
quented his court, with whom ho passed his time, enjoying 
their society to a degree which caused him to forget all 
other ad airs. Ills secretary, whom ho always had with him 
in his palace, was that Vir.icr Abdelmegid already mentioned, 
an illustrious poet, who w’as the competitor of the renowned 
dordovan, Abdallah Bun Zeidun, tho friend and secretary of 
Aben Abed, King of Bevillo, whoso canzonets were perfect as 
the songs of tho Muses themselves, and formed the enchant- 
ment not only of Spain, but of Africa and the Bast. The 
Cadilcotia of that accomplished Court was the wise and 
learned A bun Mocama^ 
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Of this unhappy sovereign, Almetualcil, the chronicle 
relates that, walking one day m his gardens with his Vizier, 
Abu Talib Ben G-anim, their conversation engaged them so 
deeply, that they forgot the lapse of time, and permitted the 
hour of supper to pass unheeded. But it chanced that this 
was a day in which certain noble Xeques had been invited 
to the table of the king, and when the night had coin(‘ and 
he did nob appear, those Xeques began to eat a certain part 
of that which had been prepared for the sovereign himself, but 
was then served to them. After a time, the Vizier reminded 
his lord of the hour, and his expectuig guests, when a servant 
at the same moment arrived to say that a part of the meat 
had been already eaten. Almetuakil then sent the Vizier 
to make his excuses to the invited Xeques, while he took 
himself a tamarind leaf, on which he wrote two verses de- 
scribing the cause of his delay, and adding that the delin- 
quents, himself and his Vizier namely, were already punished, 
since the assembled guests had taken it upon them to decree 
the penalty and to execute their judgment. 

A son of King Almetuakil, called JSfegm Dolah, who had 
been Wall of Santarem, was imprisoned at Almithema, by 
command of Juzef Aben Taxfin ; and Aben Zarfon, Cadi of 
the Aljama of Cordova, relates that the Vizier and Alchatib, 
Abu Bekar Ben Alcabotorna, having gone to visit him some 
short time after the death of his father and brothers, could 
not restrain his tears as he beheld the miserable ooiidiliou 
to which misfortune had reduced a prince whom he had seen 
lord of rich cities. “When he saw the man who had dwelt only 
in magnificent Alcazars, and was ever surrounded by noble 
Xeques, who thought only of serving and doing him homage, 
now confined to a narrow prison and deprived of all that 
makes life desirable, he could not but reflect on the insta- 
bility of human affairs. Such are the revolutions impressed 
by Bortune on her unstable and slippery wheel ; — and so 
finished the kings of Andalu&ia. They were placed on their 
tlirones by civil discords and intestine wars ; they lived m 
the midst of perpetual contention, each labouring for his 
particular interest, to the destruction of the strength no less 
than the unity of Spain : they thus facilitated the aggran- 
dizement of their enemies, and promoted the ruin of the 
entire country, while they thought only of establishing their 
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feeble and epbomeral sovereignties in the various provinces. 
Well, therefore, doth the Andalusian poet of that tune 
exclaim 


“ The contentions of thy people, 0 Laud of Spam, 

Arc calling the Ameer Amumenm to be thy chief.” 

And when, at length overpowered by the Christians, they 
perceived the evil consequences of their disunion, did they 
not seek to remedy the evil, by calling to their aid the 
Moors of Africa ? These strangers defeated the Infidels with- 
out doubt, but they subsequently dethroned and subjugated 
the Ameers who had mvited them, giving them a cruel death 
as their reward, or leading them into a degrading captivity 
more intolerable than death itself. 

The assassination of Kiug Alcadir of Valencia, with the 
occupation of that city by the Alinoravides, through the 
medium of the Cadi Ahmed Ben Cehaf, was quickly made 
known through all Spain, as w^as also the fact that the 
traitor had been left Wall of the city as the price of his 
services to the murderers of his king 

Then the Lord of Santa Maria, de Abeii Eaxiii, wdio was 
Abu Meruaii Abdelinclik Ben Huzeil, a kinsman and ally 
of Alcadir Ben Alaftas, excited the people of Murbiter 
Xativa and Benia to avenge the death of that monarch, and 
they having also reeinved cruel injuries at the hands of 
the* Alinoravides, joined with him, when all allied themselves 
to tlio general of the Christians, Euderik, known as the 
Cambitur,**^ who boasted that be also was the friend and 
ally of the slaughtered King Alcadir, as well as of Abu 
Meruan and his kindred. 

A w'ell-appointed army of cavalry and infantry was then 
assembled, being composed of Christians and Mosleiuah 
alike ; that force, led by the Cambitur, besieged th& city of 
Valencia, which they pressed so closely that the Wali Aben 
Gehaf was compelled to surrender, seeing that he had no 
hope of receiving succours within the time that his 
necessities demanded them. The conditions made with the 

* By other auoicut writers the Cid is called kiug or tyrant of the 

Tagus. — Cond4. 
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Wali wore safety for himself, his family, and the citizens 
generally, who were not to he ollended under any pretext, 
whether in their persona. or goods; the Cambitur luribeiv 
more assured G-ehaf that he should retain possession of his 
government. 

Under these favourable conditions Aben Gohaf opened 
the gates of the city, and the Cambitor — may Allah con- 
found him ! — did not fail to enter at once therein, with all 
his people and allies. 

These events took place in the moon of Giumada Primera, 
in the year 487, and the victorious general remaiued in 
Valencia with his troops both Christian and Moslemah, bub 
without making his ultimate purpose manifest in any way, 
Ahmed Ben Gehaf also abode there in great contidonce 
and security, being continued in his office of Cadilcoda, and 
being inflated with the pride of command; but when the 
year had accomplished its course, the Cambitor imprisoned 
Aben Gehaf at a time when he was least expecting such a cir- 
cumstance, and with him all his family. This is said by some 
writers to baiebeen done principally to the end that Gehaf 
might be forced to declare the place wherein he had concealed 
the treasures of the King Tahye Alcadir ; and to obtain the 
truth as regarded those riches, there was no method left 
unattempted, whether entreaties, promises, menaces, decep- 
tions, or tortures. A vast pile was at length prepared in 
the Great Sq^uare of Valencia, and this being kindled, the 
Cambitur commanded that Ahmed Ben Gehaf and all his 
family should be dragged thither, and cast into those flames, 
which were of so vast an extent that even those who stood 
at a considerable distance were burnt, and compelled to 
flight by that insufierable heat. 

When the fallen governor, loaded with his chains, 
appeared with his children and family before that fearful 
pile, the assembled multitude, Moslemah as. well as 
Christians, cried with a loud voice, entreating that the 
Cambitor would at least grant pardon to the innocent 
children and household ; to which, after long resistance, he 
iat length consented. 

But for the Cadi the tyrant Cambitur had commanded 
that a great hole should be dug within a short distance of 
the blazmg pile, and in this he was placed even to the 



JUSATll OP ABEK OEHAP. 


319 


AD 10D5.] 

girdle. Then they wtirrouiided the body of the doomed man 
with dry wood, and having kindled it there presently arose 
a great flame : as this approached him, the hapless Cadi 
covered his face, and exclaimed, “ In the name of Allah, the 
Pitying, the Merciful P’ As he uttered these words a vast 
mass of that lire fell upon him that very quickly burnt and 
consumed the body of Ahmed G-ehaf, and his soul departed 
to the mercy of Grod. This took place on a Thursday, in 
the moon of Guimada Primera, in the year 488, and that 
was the same moon during which in the year preceding the 
accursed Cambitur had entered Valencia with the avengers 
of the, King Alcadir Tahye Aben Pylnoun.* 

The Vizier Aben Tahir soon departed from Valencia, and 
repaired to Murcia, taking with him the remains of King 
Alcadir, to give them honourable sepulture in that city, 
where the noble Aben Tahir himself died many years after, — 
in 508, that is to say, at which time he had attained the age 
of more than seventy years. That Vizier composed a copy 
of verses on the death of Alcadir Yahye, and in these he 
declared the vengeance that would inevitably overtake him 
who had been the cause of that untimely event. 

Ahmed Gohaf having thus fearfully expired, the Cambitur 
took the needful measures for the government of the city of 
Valencia, in which, for the security of the Moslemali, his 
allies, he left a strong garrison of Christian troops. He 
then departed with the principal of the Moslemah generals, 
Abdelmelic Abu Meruan Aben Huzeil, namely, Lord of 
Santa Maria Do Aben Eazin; Abu Iza Ben Leboun Ben 
Abclelaziz, of Murbiter, having been loft in Valencia as the 
Haib or Lieutenant of Abu Meruan. 

At this time the Almoravide leader, Syr Ben Ahi Bekir, 
despatched his ships to take possession of the islands lying 
in the sea to the East of Spam, when the troops which he 
sent in these barks occupied Ivi^a, Majorca, and Minorca, 
in the name of Juzef Aben Taxfin, King of the Moslemah, 

^ There is much reason for hoping that the frightful action here 
attributed to the Cid Oampeador has but little foundation in truth : 
that the Cadi was put to death is admitted on all hands, but none of 
the authorities deny that he had well merited death, while many refuse 
their credence to the fearful details of that catastrophe given in the 
text. — T e. 
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■^^iiliout any resistance whatever on the part of the in- 
habitants. Those islands had been governed for the Kings 
of Valencia and Dcnia by the Beni Xuheid, illustrious 
Xeques of Murcia, who had ruled the same in peace and 
justice from the year 440 ; at which period the government 
passed into tlieir hands from those of the Wali Ahmed Ben 
Basich Abu Alabas, secretary to the Ameer of Denia, Abu 
G-eix Mugehid Ben Abdallah Alameri. But since they 
knew well that nearly all Spain was now in the power of 
King Juzef, the rulers of the islands took the oath of 
obedience to his sovereignty with good will, placing them- 
selves under his faith and protection. 

Now it chanced in the year 493, that Obeidallah, the son- 
in-law of Abu Meruan, Lord of 8anta Maria, and who had 
raised himself to the soveveignty of Adcun, came into the 
Comarcas of Santa Maria, with Abu Iza Ben Leboun, Lord 
of Murbiter, and while the last-named chief was occupied 
with an incursion on the surrounding territory, Obeidallah, 
taking a son of his own inhia company, repaired with certain 
of his follovrers to visit Abu Meruan, his father-in-law. 
But he made such extraordinary demands on Abu Meruan 
— ^that he should name him successor to his states, namely, 
that he should instantly supply him with money and troops, 
and agree to other requirements of equal importance — that 
Abu Meruan becoming much displeased by his boldness, 
reproved him with great asperity. A warm discussion then 
ensued, and at length Obeidallah and his son drew their 
' swords on Abu Meruan, who defended himself against them 
as he best could. The noise of that encounter brought into 
the hall a daughter of Ahu Meruan, who was the promised 
bride of Obeidallah', and that princess seeiug the Xeques in 
deadly combat with her father, called aloud for help, w'hen 
the servants and people of Meruan hurried to the place, 
BrtholdiHg their master thus attacked they instantly fell on 
his assailants with their daggers, and would soon have 
cut them down had not Abu Meruan himself restrained 
their fury. 

But it was only for a moment that he did so ; when 
his daughter had left the hall, he commanded his people to 
hew off the hands and feet of Obeidallah, to tear out his 
eyes, and to impale him, thus mutilated, on a stake, where 
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lie was left to die, while his son, having his feet also cut ofi*, 
was then thrown into a dungeon. In all this the commands 
of Ahu Meruan were oheyed without hesitation. 

The King Abu Meruan was much beloved by his subjects, 
since ho treated them with infinite consideration, and ruled 
them justly. In his house the fires of hospitality were 
burning day and night, and he was the never-failing pro- 
tector of all who were in need. His friendship and alliance 
wnth the King of Saragossa and with El Oambitor, the 
general of the Christians, enabled him to maintain his 
independence, which was besides assured by his good govern- 
ment and by the sound policy that he pursued. 

The expedition to the islands had just been happily com- 
pleted, when Syr Ben Abi Beldr received intelligence to 
the effect that Valencia had been taken by the Christians, 
an event which was made known to him by the governor of 
Almeria, a son of that Ahmed Aben (lehaf whom the 
Cambitor had burnt to death, as hath been related. Hearing 
this, Syr Ben Beldr gathered all his force, and sent a vast 
army, composed of Moors from Lamtuna and Masamuda, 
witli a large body of cross-bowmen, to the attack and siege 
of that place, whither he himself repaired with all speed. 

Then the Christians, with the Moslemah their allies, 
perceiving that they could not maintain the city against so 
great a force, and having no hope of succours, abandoned 
the place, but not until ^ter they had endured a long siege, 
during which there were fought many sanguinary skirmishes 
and obstinate battles. The persistence of the Almoravides 
nevertheless prevailed in the end, and God restored it 
happily to Islam. That event occurred in the moon of 
Bcgib, in the year 495 j and when the restitution of the 
place became known, many of the nobles and learned men 
wdio had retired on the entrance of the Christians to Syrian 
Murcia, and Jaen, returned to Valencia and resufiied their 
abode within the walls of that city. Among these persons 
was Muhainad Aben Bahr, Ben Aasi Alansari, a native of 
Siria, and a Xeono in his own land, who had fled to Jaen, 
and had remained there nearly seven years, devoting himself 
to the study of letters, in conmany with Abu Hegag Alkefiz 
and Meruan Aben Zerag. luiving returned thither, as we 
have said, in the year that Valencia was restored to Islam, 
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Alien Balir became Almocri, or reader, in tlio Great Mosque 
of that city, 

Mulumuid Abeii Bahr wrote a work on the V^ariations of 
the Alcoran, in which he displayed much critical acumen ; 
ultimately ho retired to his native place of SSiria, wliero he 
died in the year 547. Ilia departure took place at the 
hour of dawn, and on a Sunday, which was the (ith of 
the moon Xawal. Ho was buried in the Makbura of Beni 
Sfienoun, by the people of that place, and the praycT was 
made for him by his brother Abu Muhainad. Abcn Bahr 
was born in the year 470. 

In the year 490 died Ahdelmelik Abu Mcruan, Lord of 
Aben Eazia: he was succeeded by his son, Tahye Ben 
Ahdelmelik, but as a dependant on the city of Valencia. 


CHAiB. XXin.— Jtr2iEr abeit taxiin bevisits the eabd of srAijir. 

OATH OE AXUaaiANOB TABEB TO HIS SON AET. BETUBH OB JUZEP TO 

ABBIOA, AND HIS DEATH IN THAT COUNTBY, 

The affairs of Spain having been thus successfully broaight 
to an issue hy hia generals Bavoud Ben Aixa and Syr Abu 
Bekir, Juzef Aben Taxfin repaired to that country in the 
year 496 to visit his new states. On that occasion there 
passed the sea in hia company two of his sons, the elder of 
whom was called Ahu Tair Temim, and the younger Abul 
Hassan Aly ; hut the latter, although inferior to his brother 
in age, was more than hia equal in force of mind and 
strength of character. It was of him that an Andalusian 
poet of that time wrote the following lines : — 

Aly, thougb, counting last in years, 

• Yet by his valour first appears, 

As the gemmed rmg most dearly graced 
Is on the smallest &iger placed. 

With these his sons, the Ameer of the Moslemah passed 
through all the provinces of Spain. They were delighted 
beyond measure as they became aware of the beauties and 
advantages of the country, and Juzef compared the whole 
land to an eagle, saying that the head was Toledo, the 
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teak, Alcala do Raya;" tko breast, Jaen; the claws, 
Granada ; the right wing, Algarvia ; and the left, Axavlda : 
meaning by all this to intimate the degree of importance 
attached to tlio respective portions, and that which wns 
more particularly the part of each, m the government anA 
defence of the whole state. 

Having completed his tour of inspection, the king con- 
voked his Xeques with the principal generals of the Almo- 
ravides, and in that council ho decided to declare his son Aly, 
wdio was then in Cordova, the future successor to his states, 
commanding that all should swear obedience to him and 
acknowledge him for their lord when his own days should 
have come to their end. The oath of allegiance was taken 
accordingly with much solemnity, and amidst a large 
concourse of nobles and cavaliers, both of Hpain and 
Africa, t the king commanding his Vizier, Abu Ben Ab- 
delgafir, to write the letter which contained the compact 
of succession, — a document which was conceived in the 
following terms : — 

“Pact of the future succession and partition in the 
government of the empire ; — Praises bo to God ! who 
granteth mercy to such as serve Him in their inheritances 
and successions, who hath created kings to be heads of 
states for the preservation of peace and concord among the 
people. 

“ As the Amcor of the Moslemah, Nasrcclin Ahu Jacub' 
Juzef Aben Taxiin, knows and acknowledges that God hath 
made him the chief guardian and defender of so many nationi-', 
to the end that he may serve Himself and the Paithful •. 
so, fearing lest the day called to-morrow may be that on 
which it shall please God to demand from him an account o£‘ 
that which He hath confided to him, and given him in charge, 

* Or, as others bare it, Calatrara. — Condi. 

t Alcodai relates that the Hagib Amad-Polah Abu Meruan Abdel- 
molic, a grandson of Almuctadir Billab, King of Saragossa, came to tins 
ceremony among other groat chiefs, having been sent thither by his 
father with a present of singular rarity and value, whereupon Juzef 
commanded that Kirates of gold should be made of the same, and dis- 
tributed those coins among the people of Cordova on the day of the 
festival of the Hidnihar,-^ Condi. 
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and to the intent that he ma)^ not then be found to have 
neglected the duty of leaiing in his place one who shall 
protect tho people as their king, and shall govern them in 
peace and justice; since, also, it^ia certainly known tliat 
Grod commands to make a testament and the disposition 
of matters involving less important consequences, — and 
how much more, then, must this obligation be conforniablo 
to His divine will in affairs so grave and of so much 
consideration as that of governing the nations, which is one 
on the success whereof depends the general welfare, as well 
of the rich as the poor ; — so now the King of tho Moslenmh, 
considering that this command toucheth him in particular, 
inasmuch as that God hath placed beneath his care the 
government of many peoples, — as in things of this world, so 
in those pertaining to the Law, — upholding all by the forces 
of both ends of h’la lance, and by the temper and keenness 
of the edge of his sword ; — after having well meditated on 
these things, the King hath found that his younger son, Abul 
Hassan Aly, is a youth well disposed for great and high 
things ; he is therefore the better prepared to hear upon 
his shoulders the weight of the administration of a kingdom; 
wherefore the King of the Moalemah hath selected and 
appointed, called, proclaimed, and elevated him to the 
majesty and dignity of the throne, and to the government of 
the empire, having previously taken counsel of wise and 
prudent men from all parts — those near as well as those 
distant ; when all, in common accord with the noble Xeqiies 
and cavahers of the kingdom, have freely manifested and 
made known that they accept and are well satisfied with 
the succession of Prince Aly here declared, seeing that 
Ins own father is contented and satisfied therewith. Thus 
they receive the youth for their Ameer because the King 
I is father hath chosen and selected him to be Ameer, 
esteeming him to be worthy of that dignity, and well suited 
to receive the elevation of the royal majesty.” 

Then the Prince Aly was caUed to the presence of hia 
father and the council, when the king proposed to him tho 
conditions on which he had been named the successor and 
heir of his dominions, to which the Prince replied, that he 
accepted and was highly content with the same, resolving 
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on his part to fulfil the duties which they involved. The 
lot of the Istiliara was then east, invocations being made to 
Allah, with entreaties for ilis favour and aid to render all 
secure, since all power and prosperity are in His hand. 

After these things the King Juzef uttered a solemn 
exhortation to his son, impressing upon his mind such 
truths as ho deemed convenient and best calculated to 
assist him in the accomplishment of his great duties, the 
prince repeating his promises and expressing his desire to 
servo G-od and iulfil the intentions of his father. 

Next the Vizier Alcatib produced a docinnent to certify 
that all then present were content with that succession, and 
confirmed their acceptance thereof ; those Xeques who an ere 
absent doing the same by their procurators. Furthermore 
was then added that the prince, the sworn successor to the 
empire, had heard and understood the conditions of his 
succession, and that ho had accepted them ; all which the 
Vizier Alcatib signed with his name. That oath of allegiance 
was sworn in the moon Dylhagia of the year 496. 

Now the conditions and commandments which King 
Juzef had proposed and laid upon his son in relation to the 
government of the empire, were on this wise ■ the Alcaidias 
and governments of provmces, cities, and fortresses, were to 
be confided thenceforward and for ever to the Almoravicles 
of the tribe of Lamtuna ; but the guardianship of the 
frontiers and the war against the Christians Avere to be 
left to the Moslcmah of Andalusia, seeing that they Avere 
more experienced and practised in the warfare Avith those 
Infidels, — their mode of combat, their stratagems and incur- 
sions. J uzef recommended his son to reward those who should 
distinguish themselves while fighting in his service, with 
presents of arms and horses, to which vestments and money 
were to be added on certain occasions. He adAused him to 
maintain a force of seventeen thousand Almoravi4e cavalry 
in the Spanish division of the empire, those troops to be 
distributed to various parts then fixed and determined on 
by the King of the Moslemali himself, who prescribed the 
proportions also, and these were : seven thousand to Seville, 
one thousand to Cordova, three thousand to Granada, and 
four thousand to the Axarkia ; the remaining two thousand 
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were to bo placed on the frontiers in such fortresses as 
were nearest to tho Christian foes.’* **’ 

These matters being all arranged, the King of the Mos- 
lemah departed from Spain and crossed the sea to Ceuta. 
In his passage’ through Lucena, King Juzef intimated to 
the Jews of that city that they were now to become 
Moslemah, since a compact had been found in an ancient 
booli, then at Cordova, whereby the Jews living in the 
time of the Prophet had offered to become Moslemah at the 
end of five hundred years, if within that time the Messiah 
whom they had so long awaited (and of whom it was 
affirmed in their Tura, that he was to be of their nation, 
founding a doctrine and law which were to endure to the 
end of time) had not been born to them within that period. 

This engagement having thus been brought to their 
recollection, — and many were found to affirm that it had 
been truly made, — the Jews appealed to King Juzef for 
indulgence; whereupon they were referred to his Vizier 
and Cadi, Abdallah Ben Aly, with whom they compounded 
the matter, obtaining a redemption from present inter- 
ference respecting that engagement, on paying to tho 
treasury a vast amount of money in doubloons of gold. 

Having embarked and happily sailed to Ceuta, the King 
of the Moslemah lived there in retirement, taking no part 
in the affairs of the kingdom, seeing that no long time after 
his arrival there he began to feel symptoms of decay, for' ho 
was indeed now become very old. In the year 498, his 
sickness still continuing, he was removed to Morocco ; but 
the weakness and suffering which then afflicted him in- 
creased daily, until his strength having wholly departed, he 
remained without the power of motion, not being able to 
lift a limb. And so he died — may God receive him to His 
mercy ! — at the close of the moon Muharram, and soon after 
the commencement of the year 500. Juzef Aben Taxfin had 
then lived one hundred years, and counting from the time 
when his cousm Abu Bekir had made him his Naib, he had 

* According to Aloodai, the pay of these troops was also regulated; 
fire erowus per months namely, to each caraher, with las rations and 

elothing. — 
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reigned about forty years; but from the time wIigh be 
entoroci ]Vlednia Pez, tliirty-eiglit. Ilis reign m Andalusia 
was seventeen years, reckoned from ibe day when he took 
the kingdom of Granada from its previous master, King 
Abdallah Ben Balkin, to the day of lus deatli.^ 

When the lung of the Moslemah perceived that lie was 
uboiit to die, he called his son, the Prince Aly Ben Juzef, 
und, among other commands, imposed on him that of never 
making war without necessity, rocoinmonding him, farther- 
more, to avoid having a war of any kind with the tribes 
dwelling in the mountains of Daren, and with that of 
Masanuida, inhabiting the country beyond those mountains, 
towards A1 Kibla.f He advised him,' moreover, to maintain 
a constant friendship with the race of the Beni Hud, who 
■were Kings of the AxarkiaJ of Spain, seeing that those 
monarchs served as a wall which restrained the Christians, 
and w'ore the protectors and defenders of tho Moslemah of 
Andalusia. He bade the Prince be careful to hold the 
Moslemah of Spain in honour, more particularly those of 
Cordova, recommending him to overlook such faults as were 
not of vital importance, and forgive such as might offend him. 

Of this King, Juzef Ben Taxffn, it is alHrmed that he 
never inflicted the penalty of death, his heaviest punish- 
ment being perpetual imprisonment or banisbmeiit from the 
kingdom. Ho was buried at Morocco, within the Alcazar 
itself; his two sons, Abu Tair Temimand Abul llassan Aly, 
being present at the funeral, with many other Xoques, who 
W'cre his friends or kinsmen of the tribes of Lamtuna and 
iilanhaga. Tho chroniclers tell ua that he made protestation 
of his faith and tho desire ho entertained for the propagation 
of the Law even at the hour of his death, and Muhamad Ben 
Hahfj inliis Beian Wadeh, or “ The Luminous Declaration,” 
doscribea the Moslemah, his subjects, as able to find no 
consolation for his departure but in that fixed choice of a 
successor which he had made of his son Aly. 

When King Juzef, accompanied by thirteen Ameers of 
Andalusia, had gained the victory of Zalacca, in which he 

Tahyo, counlmg from tho timo whon Juzof received the lieutenancy 
of Almagrcb, and when lus consin Aben Omar departed to the desert, 
calls tho length of lua reign thirty-four years — CuNde^ 
t Tho South. J Tho East. 
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defeated tlie King of tlie Christians, Don Alfonso, he had 
commanded that the impress of the coins previously current 
should he changed, and caused the following inscription to 
he placed on those of gold : “ There is no God but Allah. 
Mahomet is the ambassador of Allah. The Prince of the 
Moslemah, Juzef Aben Taxfin.” Around the piece were 
engraved these words : “ He who follows another Law than 
that of Islam, his faith shall not be accepted, and at the last 
day he shall be numbered with the unhappy.” The reverse 
bore the inscription that follows : “ The Ameer Abdallah, 
Prince of the Paithful Ahasi.” Around the piece on that 
side were the place and date of its coinage. 


CHAP. XXIV.— Alt den jitzep commences ms eei&n. bepaies 

TWICE TO SPAIN. BATTLE OF XTKLIS, IN Wmon THE INFANT BON 

SANCUO IS SLAIN. 

Alt, the son of Juzef, was proclaimed Idng in Morocco 
immediately on the death of his father. lie was called Abu 
Hassan, and the mother that bore him was a Christian, 
named Comaica. The place of his birth, which occurred in 
the year 477, was Ceuta. He was of fair complexion and clear 
colour ; had beautiful eyes, a handsome heard, and glossy 
hlack hair; his nose was well-proportioned, he had a 
graceful month, was of middle height, and had a good con- 
stitution. His proclamation at Morocco took place in the 
moon of Muharram, in the year 500. 

Aly Ben Juzef was at that time in the twenty- third year 
of his age ; he was already the father of three sons, Texfin"’*' 
El Wali, who succeeded him in the kingdom, Abu Bcear, 
and Syr Ben Aly. The secretary of the new king was Abu 
MuhamacT Ben Abed, one of the sons of Aben Abed, King 
of Seville. The people of Aly Ben Juzef called him Ameer 
Amuminin ; he reigned over all the lands of Almagreb, 
from Medina Beghaya to the extremity of Yelad Sub 
Alaksa, and his rule extended over the whole Alkibla, from 


^ Babseg[UGutlj called Texdn, Tazdn^ and Taxidn. 
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Sigilmesa to the Mountains of Gold in Volad Saedan. Aly 
B(‘n Jiizof was besides lord of almost all Spain, from tbe 
oast to the west, as well as of tbe islands of the Syrian Sea, 
Ivica, IMajorea, and Minorca. The Chotba was made for him 
in more i ban three hundred thousand Alminbares : at a word, 
ho was the greatest and most powerful monarch of that time, 
as well as of his family. He was just and learned, a bravo 
warrior, and an excellent defender and protector of his 
frontiers, being careful to follow the footsteps of Ins illus- 
trious father in all things. At a later period of his life he 
had other sons in addition to those above mentioned : these 
w'ere Abu A fa and Omar, called the elder, wuth Temim- 
Ibrahira, who made the pilgrimage to Mecca ; Ishac, who 
was slain from motives of revenge by his nephew, the son 
of his brother Ibrahim ; Abu Ham ; Havoud ; Omar, called 
the younger, Musdeli and Othman, who was the youngest of 
all. This last-named prince was horn of a Christian mother, 
who was called for her beauty Eadelhusnn. 

The Viziers who served this sovereign •were, in the earlier 
part of his reign, Otman Ben Omar, and at the close thereof 
labile Ben Otman. When the last- mentioned Vizier 
entered the service of the King Aly Ben Jnzef, he was but 
eighteen years old, yet his force of character and prudence 
wore such, that even at his then tender age he was the 
admiration of all the old men and sages of the court ; for 
this it was that Aly Ben Jnzef made him hia Vizier, an 
office which ho occupied much to the satisfaction of his 
sovereign, nor was any complaint made of him by tbe people, 
while lua administration was ever to the notable advantage 
of the common weal and the promotion of justice. The 
wisdom and natural endowments of Ishac Ben Otman were 
in fact such that he seemed to have the power of 
penetrating all hearts, and was able to comprehend all 
things, whether in the past, the present, or the future. 

With those ministers, and guided by his own prudence 
and love of justice, Aly Ben Juzof began to arrange the 
affairs of his government very successfully; taking counsel, 
moreover, from the learned persons who thronged his court, 
as well as from men well experienced in affairs both of peace 
and war ; to those and such alone it was that he gave the 
principal employments and offices of his kingdom. 
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AlyBen Juzefvras of an oxcoedingly goncroxis disposition, 
and very compassionaiie to the poor. Ho was of a grave 
and imposing presence, insomuch that he xvas reverenced hy 
all -who beheld him ; while ho was beloved for his virtues as 
well as dreaded for his power. His elder brother, Abu Tahir 
Tcniim, sworo allegiance to him without any hesiration, as 
did tlie other great lords of his kingdom. *Aly Ben Juzef 
was the hrst Moslcinah sovereign who accepted the service 
of Christians in his alFairs • he employed them as adminis- 
trators of the revenue and receivers of imposts. There were 
also many Christian cavaliers entertained at his court, yet 
that did uot prevent him from making relentless war on the 
Christians, or from waging it in his own person. Witness of 
his zeal for Islam may be found in the Comarcas of Toledo and 
of Talavera, which were desolated and destroyed hy the 
victorious arms of Aly Bon Juzef, to which intent that 
monarch jiassed four times from Africa into Andalusia, as 
we shall see hereafter. 

The chronicles relate that immediately on the death of his 
father being announced to Aly, and when he had wrapped 
the body in its funeral weeds, he presented himself to liiS 
Xeqnes, leading his elder brother Abu Tahir Teinim by the 
hand, and in that position made known to the Almoravides 
the death of their lord. Then his brother extended his 
right hand, and taking the right hand of Aly he uttered 
the oath of obedience with a clear voice, which done he 
exclaimed to the assembled Xeqnes, “ Come all, and offer 
the oath of allegiance to the Ameer of the Moslemah.” 
Then all the Almoravide Xequea, with those of Zanhaga, 
Masamuda, and other tribes there present, took the oath as 
required, together with the Alimes and Alfakis. Thus it 
was that the oath of allegiance was administered and taken 
in Morocco : to the other provinces the new king imme- 
diately sent letters, to Almagreh no less tlian to Spam; and 
to Velad Alkibla, giving all notice of the death of his father 
and lord, and of his own exaltation to the throne. He com- 
manded in those same letters that the Xeqnes should cause 
him to he proclaimed in all his cities, and have the Chotba 
made for him in the mosques. 

Then there came messengers to the king from the city of 
Tez, giving him intelligence to the effect that his nephew, 
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Yahyo, the son of Abi Bokar Ben Juzcf, who was AVali of 
the city, by a])poiiitmLont of King Juzof, his grandfather, 
hud no sooner heard of that monarch’s death, and the 
])roclamation of his imcle Aly, than ho rose in rebellion 
against the latter, considering hiniaell* to bo much wronged 
by his acet'ssion, and declaring himself opposed to his procla- 
mation, which lie w'ould not suffer to take place iu the city 
of Bez, — a decision wherein he “was upheld by many of the 
noble generals of Lamtuua. 

This uuexpocted intelligence displeased King Aly greatly, 
and ho at once departed from Morocco to march against his 
nephew. But when the army of the king arrived in the 
neighbourhood of IVz, A'ahye Bon Abi Bekar, not con- 
sidering himself sufficiently strong to oppose his undo or 
defend the city against his troops, lied at once and made no 
resistance, whereupon Aly took possession of Medina Poz 
without delay, 'fliis event occurred on Wednesday, the 
8th day of Kebio Postrera, in tho year 500. 

Idoine authors relate the affair in a somewhat different man- 
ner ; they wav that when Aly had reached Medina Magalia, 
which is on the coniines of the district of Fez, he wrote to 
his nephew', reproving him for his disobedience, but with 
much geiitlouess, ami inviting him to surrender himself 
to his mercy, by proffering the oath of obedience, as all tbe 
rest of his kinsmen had done. They add that Aly sent 
letters of similar import to the Xeques of Fez, admonishing 
them very mildly, but bidding them be sure that he would 
himself bo m the midst of them without delay. These mes- 
sengers and letters having been received by Tahye Ben 
Abi Bekar, he convoked the Mexuar, or council of tho city, 
and would have had the nobles prepare for tbe defence of 
tbo same, but the Xeques and principal inhabitants were 
opposed to hift wishes in that respect, advising him rather 
to resign all thoughts of resistance, and refer himself to the 
mercy of his uncio with assurances of obedience. They 
declared that this was the only step suitable to his condition, 
seeing that it was impossible to maintain the city, since all 
tho people wore disposed to accept tho King Aly Ben Juzef 
for their sovereign. T*i >33 nobles added that without the 
concurrence of the peopi.^ they could but poorly maintain 
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the city, liowover willing they might thoinsolves ho iu labour 
for his interest and die in his service. 

The authorities here in question furthermore aflinn that 
Tahye Bon Abi Bokar, hearing this opinion of the Xequos, 
became distrustful of their purposes, and going secretly 
forth from JVIcdinu Pez, departed with a few foliowei’s and 
fled to Teloncen, of which city Mezdeli was the AV^ali ; tliat 
on his way thither, and at Quadi jMulua, Tahye was met by 
the General llezdoh, the latter being at that moment on 
bis return from presenting himself to give welcome to King 
Aly, and congratulate him on his exaltation to the throne. 
’When Tahye Ben Abi Bekar, therefore, had informed him of 
what his own intentions wore, Mezdeli dissuaded him from 
any further attempts of the kind, assuring him that he 
could not possibly succeed in hia enterprise ; and eventually 
prevailing on the nrinco to follow his counsels, he returnocl 
to the King AJy Ben Juzef, taking Tahye in his company. 
The latter then remained to await the result in his tent on 
the banks of the Guadixedrua, while Mezdeli sought the 
presence of Aly ; Tahye enduring much anxiety meanwhile, 
and being full of fears. 

Mezdeli having entered and saluted the king, soon made 
known to him the cause of his prompt return, and added 
that he had persuaded the Wall Tahye with much facility 
to render himself to his mercy. Thereupon Aly Ben Juzef 
gave him many thanks for that good office, praising and 
rejoicing over the acceptable service he had thereby ren- 
dered, and giving Mezdeli full assurance of security for his 
nephew Yabyc, whom he freely pardoned. 

Tahye Ben Ahi Bekar was immediately informed of that 
disposition on the part of his uncle, and presenting himself 
with much submission, he took the oath of obedience, the 
Ameer repeating his assurance of forgiveness. But for the 
greater security of Prince Tahye the king assigned him the 
city of Gezira Morca as his residence. Prom that place 
Tahye repaired after the lapse of a certain period to Saliva, 
whence he proceeded to the Hegiaz, and made his pilgrimage 
to the house of God. This done, he returned to his uncle, 
who gave him permission to remain at the court of 
Morocco, where he lived in much tranquillity for some time. 
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Piimlly, htnvovor, Yahyc Ben Abi Bekar was involved in 
Miis|ucion as ivlatinp; to a certain conspiracy and insurrection, 
when he nas sent to Gezira Albadra; and in that city he 
resided until his death. 

The first visit paid by King Aly to his Spanish dominions, 
after he had aacondod the throne, waa in that same year 
of 500 in whieh his lather Juzef had departed to the meri\v 
of Allah. lie had no sooner arrived in Algezira than the 
Gadiea of the Aljamas came to do him homage; with the 
Yhdies, the governors of cities, the learned sages, the 
cavaliers, and many of the people, all of whom ho received 
with much kindness, and dismissed well content. On that 
occasion Aly removed the- Wall of Cordova, Ahu Abdallah 
Bon Alhang, from his government, and appointed m his 
])lace the Alcayde Abu Abdallah Muhamad Aben Zelfa. 
Other arrangeinonta ho also made for the better adminis- 
tration of his alfaira in Andalusia, and having done that the 
king returned to Africa. 

In the year 501 the King Aly Ben Juzef passed over a 
second time for the purpose of making w^ar on the Christians, 
when ho sent before him his brother Temim, who had been 
Willi of Almagrob, to the end that the latter might prepare 
all that should bo needful to the success of the campaign, 
lie now gave Princo Temim the government of Valencia, 
and placed in his stead at Almagreb the previous Wall of 
C^ordova, Abu Abdallah Ben Alhaug, who had gone from 
Cordova to bo Wall of Fez, but retained that charge for a 
few months only. 

When Temim arrived in Spain, he proceeded to make 
incursions on tho land of Axarkia* and the frontiers of 
Saragossa, on which occasion it was that the renowned 
battle of Uklis, fought with the Christians, took place/ 
Temim Ben Juzef had proceeded to Granada, and having 
there assembled a powerful army, with a carefully selected 
body of horse, he had proceeded to ravage the lands of the 
Infidel, and laying siego to the stronghold of TJklis, in 
which there was a vast horde of Christians entrusted with 
the defence thereof by King Alfonso, he pressed that 
fortress so closely that tho garrison could not maintain 


♦ The Bast. 
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tlioir groiiBcl, insoinucli thiii Ttnmiii <.>btaimHl possession of 
tlie place, and thon couimuod lits devastating inoursions on 
the Ghriaiian territory. 

Intelligence of theso events having been sent to King 
Alfonso, ho became violently enraged at tlie losses thus 
inflicted on him, and eonimanded his forces to inarch on the 
frontier, tliero to restrain the aggTessions of the Moslemah. 
Then his wife counselled him to tho cflcct that since the 
leader of tho Moslemah force was tho sou of tho Moslcmah 
king, so he, Alfonso, should send forth against him the 
Prince Don Salclio,’*'' son of the king of tho Christians, and 
her own. This advice Alfonso pursued ; he scut his son, 
with the noblest of his generals, and a very large army, 
with which the prince directed his march towards IJklis. 

!N'ow when Temim Ben 3uzef heard of his approach, he 
was mehned to abandon the fortress, and retire before the 
Christian prince could arrive, without encountering the host 
of tho Infidels. But taking counsel with Abdallah, Mu- 
hamed Ben Patema, Muhamad Ben Aixa, and other valiant 
Almoravide generals, they dissuaded him from that purpose, 
and encouraged him to await the enemy within the fortress, 
having no fear of his power- Yet Temim persisted in his 
determination, and they then said to him, “ Be not afraid ; 
although we are but three thousand cavaliers, yet the 
difference is great between us and those who come against 
us:” words by which the Prince was reassured, and resolved 
to await the foe. 

But the evening of that day had not well begun to close 
when the Christians were seen to arrive with many thousand 
men, and Temim once more proposed that they should 
abandon tho fortress and fly before them ; again, therefore, 
he held counsel with his Almoravides, but there now 
remained no possibility of flight, yet neither could they 
maintain themselves in the fortress, since they had not 
force enough to secure them in the possession thereof ; 
they consequently resolved to sally forth and give their 
assailants battle. At the dawn of day the Moslemah 
rushed upon the Christians accordingly; they commenced 
the contest with the courage of despair, attacking the 
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enemy wlih &ueli heroic valour and resolution that no moro 
terrible or moro obstinato encounter had ever been seen, 
finally the Paithful cleteated those lufidel bands, and Salcho, 
the son of King AHbiiso, died in the fight, with about 
twenty tho\iMand Christians of hia army. The victorious 
jVrosleniah then entered UJdis sword in hand," many of 
their number having that day obtained the crown of mar- 
tyrdom. 

When the news of that great battle, of the defeat of his 
people and the death of his sun, reached the King Don 
Alfonso, his grief was such that he fell sick with the pain 
thereof, and, as ho was then old and weak, he died of that 
sorrow-t Teniim Jien Juzef then wrote letters to the king 
his brother, giving him. an account of that glorious victory, 
which was one of the most fortunate ever obtained by the 
Moslomah arms. 

In the following year of 502, Muhamad Ben AlhSlg went 
forth from Valencia by order of the Prince Temim Ben 
Juzef, and entered the territory of Saragossa with the pre- 
text of giving aid to the King Almoatain Bon Hud ; that 
hnive and virtuous monarch being then engaged m war with 
the Christians, whose territories he had long been ravaging, 
and many of whose towns he had burnt. King Alfonso on 
his part, though much occupicdhy Ins wars with other Chris- 
tian Powers, had retorted by devastating the banks of the 
Ebro : his generals had taken Tauste, Burgos, and Magalia, 
they had, moreover, made fearful ravages in the open country 
lying around Saragossa. But there now came the general 
of the Almoravides into the fiiOld, and at his appearance the 
Christians raised their camp, when Muhamad Ben Alhag 
entered the city, and thonce wrote an account of his victory 
to the King Aly Bon Juzef. 

No long time had elapsed from that event before King 
Almostain Billah ‘ became ^atrustful of the Alraoravide 
general, whose good faith he saw reason to doubt ; where- 
fore^ fearing lest Muhamad should seize his person and send 
him to the towers ofAgmat, as had been done in the case of 

* ** Here,'* obflerree Cond^, " there wotdd seem to be a contradiction^ 
for if Temim already held the place, why enter it sword^in hand 

t In twenty days, according to Abdel Halim. — Conde. 
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that unfortunate sovereign, Aben Abocl, King of Seville, ho 
departed from. Saragossa without naming his intention to 
Aben Alhaug, and retired to the frontier of those Oomarcas, 
where he had several strong fortresses : he was accompanied 
in that removal by many of the most noble Xeqiios of his 
kingdom. 

A short time afterwards, Aben Alhaug, conformably to 
the orders he had received from the Prince Temim JBen 
Juzef, directed his inarch against the territory of Barcelona, 
his incursions on which district were made "with great 
success. In his absence, the King Almostain^^Billali re- 
turned to Saragossa, when the Christians immediately 
renewed their attack on his dominions ; and such was their 
boldness, that they carried the fury of their onslaughts even 
to the gates of the city. 

The Greneral of the Almoravides, even Muhamad Bon 
Alhaug, was meanwhile on his return from the expedition 
alluded to above, and was bringing in his train much valu- 
able spoil, with many captives which he had made therein. 
At a certain point he directed those who had the charge of 
these riches to take the high roads, as being more easy for 
their travel, while he pursued his way through the passes and 
by the hhl-paths of that mountainous region, a wild and 
rocky wilderness, in which there were, nevertheless, some 
few settlements of the Moslem ah people. In this rude way 
of mountain and precipice, which Aben Alhaug had never 
previously pursued, and in the midst thereof where the 
difficulties were at the greatest, he was attacked by an 
ambush which the Christians had placed there, and those in- 
fidels now fell upon his people with a fury so violent, as well 
as unexpected, that they had not time to get into any order 
for defence ; wherefore, attempting to fly in much disorder, 
the Moslemah suffered a cruel slaughter : almost all the 
cavaliers of Lamtuna perished in that struggle, or, being 
grievously wounded, were made captive. Their G-eneral Mu- 
hamad Aben Alhaug himself also died, fighting like the 
brave warrior that he was ever reputed to be : the Alcayde 
Muhamad Aben Aixa alone succeeded in saving his life by 
flight on a very swift mare, which he had mounted in the 
early morning, and that was no slight proof of his good 
fortune. 
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When the news of this misfortune reached Alv Ben Juzcf^ 
he was much grieved thereby, the death of Ahen Alhaug 
more particularly causing him great sorrow. He appointed 
in his place the general Abu Bekar Ben Ibrahim Ben 
Tafelut, who was then in the Waliazgo of Murcia. That 
officer at once departed to the frontiers of Saragossa, i^hich 
ho reached by Valencia, Tartuxa, and Braga, whence he 
passed into the territory of Barcelona, where he destroy ed 
the crops and set fire to the farms, having first plundered 
the latter of all their flocks and products. This Abu Bekar 
effected in twenty days, during which time alone he had 
encamped in the district ; and having done so much, he was 
returning to the territory of Saragossa, when Aben Eadniir, 
king of the countr 3 '’ he had thus ravaged, came forth to meet 
him with a large army gathered from Bazit, Barcelona, and 
Velad Araguna : thereupon a stubborn encounter eusned, m 
which many Christians lost their lives, and nearly seven 
hundred Moslemah obtained the crown of martyrdom. 


CHAP XXV — TniED AimiVAi. or alt ben juzee in Spain, tip. 

BEBIEOES TOIEBO. IS TJNABtiE TO liEBTOE TUAT CITY. TICTORIES 

or KINO- BADMIB. CAMPAIGNS OP MEZDELI. 

The King Aly now perceiving that his presence was re- 
quired in Spain, determined to pass over to that country, 
which he did in the year^503, piopcsin.i: to take part in'" the 
Sacred AVar in his own person. He left Oeuta on tho 15th 
of the moon of Muharram, and sailed to Spain, taking with 
him a powerful army, the cavalry of which amounted to no 
less than ono hundred thousand men. Arrived in Cordova, 
he remained there for a month, but after that delay he set 
forth for the sacred war, which he waged iu a manner that 
was terrible to bob old. Entering the city of Tabut by 
storm, the King Aly Ben Juzef successively occupied 
twenty-seven fortresses of the Comarcas of Toledo; and such 
was the terror caused by his devastations in that district, 
that the people fled their homes, those who could not find 
VOL. II. Z 
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wlieltc‘ 1 ’ in tlic cities and foria taking refuge in the rude 
xuoun1aiii3 and inaeecteisilde Avilderness, iusoiuuch that all 
the land reinaiued desolate and as Lt were a mere desert. 

King Aly then laid siego to the city of Toledo, and sat 
'before that place with his people for the spaco of a month, 
during which there was a battle fought at the 13ab* Al- 
■oantara, which was gamed by the Moslcmah T\ith a great 
■eannago of the Christians, who did not dare to make any 
further sally, although the enemy was encamped at their 
grates. The Ahnunia, which is without the walls, was also 
laken by the Alinora\idc troo})s ; hut lung Aly perceiving 
that ho was losing his time, because Toledo is so strong 
that it was not possible for him to enter it by force, he 
continued his devastations of the country, having first 
occupied the towns of Magdit and Guadilhigiara. lie next 
passed on with his host to Medina Talbira, which ho like- 
wise besiegod, and after many obstinate encounters the 
place was taken by force of arms, when such a carnage of 
the Christians ensued, that not one remained alive of all 
that wore in it. Content with that vongoaiieo, the King 
Aly Ben Juzef then returned triumphant, and passed over 
into Africa. 

About the same period, the brave and excellent King of 
Saragossa, Abmed Abu Giafar Almostain Billah Abon Hud, 
also went forth against the Christians, who had laid siege to 
the fortress of Tudila, a stronghold on the shore of the Ebro, 
wdiither he now repaired with a chosen body of cavalry to 
bear succours to his people. Here the Christians gave him 
battle ; and in that encounter, which was a furious and ob- 
stinate one, the King, fighting in person, pierced 
tlirough the breast with a lance, and fell dead from his 
horse. This is related by Abdallah Ben Aita, who was 
present at the battle, with the learned Asaflr of Jaen. 

On the death of their valiant king and general, the Mos- 
lemah abandoned tbe field, which remained to tho Christians, 
who took the city. This defeat and heavy loss for Islam 
look place in the year 503. The Moslemah boro the 
remains of tlie virtuous Ahmed of Saragossa to the capital 


^ Oaic of Alcantara. 
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of his kiunjdom, where they buried him in his vestments and 
arms as ho was, all the city followini^ his bier, and long 
lamenting the loss they had sustained. The son of their 
bolovcil monarch was immediately proclaimed king by the 
inhabitants of Saragossa; his name was Ahdelmehc Ben 
Ahmed Abu Meruan, and he was called Amad-Dolah. 
He V as a bi*ave warrior, but did not possess equal prudence 
with Ids father, lie had given clear proofs of bravery in 
the battle of lliiesca, and in the various encounters before 
Tauste and Lcrida, hut had scarcely the pohey needful to 
maintain himself among the powerful and ambitious neigh- 
bours by whom ho was surrounded. 

The general of the Almoravidcs, Syr Aben Bekir, had 
meanwhile been occupied with the Algarve of Spain, where 
he took the cities of ^intiras, Badajoz, Jabora, Bortecal, and 
Lishona, with all such towns held by the Christians as had 
not averted their fall by declaring themselves in favour of the 
Almoravides. In the year 504 j, and in the moon of Dilcada 
of that year, Syr Ben Bckar wrote an account of these things, 
describing the state of the country, and this letter he sent 
to the King Aly Ben Juzef. 

While the Almoravides were thus fighting against the 
Christians on the frontiers with various fortune, the noble 
Xoques of Lamiuna, who held the governments and Alcaydias 
of the kingdom, did their best to gam the esteem and good 
will of the people whom they ruled ; but these continued to 
consider them rather as tyrannous oppressors than as pro- 
tecting auxiliaries and friends, which was the character they 
desired to obtain. Yet the fear of that vast body of 
cavalry and men in arms of every kind, which remained 
permimently in the country, restrained the people from 
giving expression to these feelings, and maintained them in 
obedience to those new lords. The Cadies, judges, and 
other learned men to the arrangement of these affairs 
was committed, were meanwhile more insufferable to the 
people tliaix wore the generals and soldiers who had been 
bom and bred in the deserts among fierce lions and hungry 
tigers; these being for the most part a frank and simple 
race, detesting all deceits and vileness, nor by any means so 
covetous as were the Cadies, who oppressed the people 
under the shadow of the military occupants, basely deceiving 



3:t0 DOMINION or THE ADABS IN SPAIN. [a.D. 1112-3. 

the latter, while they robbed the poor and helpless of those 
fruits of their labour which the^' had hardly obtained in the 
painful sweat of their brows. The receivers of the imposts 
were for the most part Jews^ who extorted the taxes from 
IVloslemtih as well as Christians, after the number of their 
heads, but ^vero in fact no other than the instruments and 
ministers of that insatiable avarice and covetousness to 
which their superiors in office had resigned themselves as a 
prey. 

Now at this time the Ahnorande general, Syr lien Abi 
Eekir, who had returned from his campaigns in the Algarve, 
fell sick in the city of Seville, and his malady inereasi'd to 
so great an extent that the resources of medicine could no 
longer be made available to liia cure, since be w\as now very 
old ; wherefore he departed to the mercy of Allah, <and that 
event took place in the year 507. He was then buried 
within the city, and his government was given to Muhamad 
Aben Fatima, who held it during three years only, at the 
end of winch time he also died. 

In the same year of 507, the general Mezdeli fell upon 
the Comarcasof Toledo with the sword of desolation, cutting 
up and burning the fields and farms of that territory oven 
to the gates of the city itself. He caused the fort of 
Servand and that of Azqnena to be razed to the earth, and 
delivered unceasing assaults against the city for eight days, 
using various machines and engines of war for that purpose. 
Mezdeli caused whatever Christians he found in the forts, 
or could get into his hands, to be put to death ; nay, he did 
not even spare the women and children. 

When the news of these devastations, and of the distress 
to which the city of Toledo was now reduced, were taken to 
Albarhanis, King of the Christians, that leader came to the 
succour of the place with a very powerful host. This being 
told to Mezdeli, he struck his camp and marched as if to 
the encounter of Albarhanis ; but he passed before the 
Christian host during a very dark night, and escaping 
undiscovered, proceeded to Cordova, a conqueror laden with 
the richest spoils. Having arrived there he instantly dis- 
patched a force to garrison Arahina, which he fortified 
strongly, placing therein a large body of cavalry, with cross- 
bowmen and troops of other arms. 
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Sliorily afterwards Mezdeli was informed that the Conde 
G-areis, Lord of Quadalgiara, had appeared before Medina 
Oa‘]i, and ho at once set forth to his encounter with a 
carefully chosen band; but when intelligence of Mezdeli’s 
approach was brought to the Conde Garcis, the Christian 
leader abandoned the siege, and striking his camp, fled before 
the IMosloinah general, or had the information the Conde 
had received been false, seeing that immediately on his 
traces followed Mezdeli, who took possession of all his 
baggage and machines of war. 

In the following year, 508 namely, that brave general of 
the Moalemah, w'ho had been Wali of Cordova, met hia 
death in battle, and his glorious departure took place on 
the occasion of a certain onslaught which he had made upon 
the Christians, and in which he died, fighting as a brave 
man should do. The account of that affair was sent to the 
King Aly Ben Juzef, w^ho grieved much for the loss of so 
brave a general, and gave the Waliazo of Cordova to 
Muhamad Ben Mezdeli, son of the fallen commander. 

Now Muhamad was a no less valiant and bold leader 
than his father had been, but unhappily he did not retain 
either his government or hia life more than three months. 
Determined to exact a full measure of vengeance for the 
death of his father, Muhamad Bou Mezdeli marched to the 
frontier, and died in a battle with the Christians, exhibiting 
similar bravery and meeting a similar fate with the pro- 
genitor whom he sought to avenge. 

In the year 509, King Aly sent his shijis against the 
islands on the East of Spam, which the Christians had 
seized upon, and where those Infidels were robbing the 
[Moslemiili of all that they possessed, slaying the inhabitants 
moreover in great numbers. But the mere report that a 
Moslem ah fleet W'as approaching, caused the Christians to 
take flight, since they did not dare to wait till they w^ere 
driven out by force of arms : but they carried "with them a 
vast number of captives, killing not a few of the remaining 
inhabitants with circumstances of singular cruelty. 

Now about this time Abu Muhamad Abdallah Ben 
Mezdeli proceeded to Valencia, with a largo body of cavalry 
and other troops, which he had assembled in Granada, lie 
remained in Valencia for some time, and in the year 510 
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repaired to Saragossa, then hard pressed hy the King of tlio 
Christians, Ahon Kadmir, who had surronnded the city ^lih 
his army, aud was devastating the ComaL’cas. hfany sharp 
engagements and ohstiiiate battles then took place, when 
Aben Kadmir was finally compelled to raise the siege and 
retire from the territory of Saragossa. ]3nt the King Amatl 
Dolah Aben II ud felt great distrust of the Almoravide 
general, and no sooner found himself freed from the 
Christian besiegers of his city, than lie retired with his 
family and treasures to the fortress of Eot Alyehucl, Yet 
for lack of good counsel he passed his hours there in much 
doubt and irresolution, since he Imew not finally in whom 
to put his trust, nor whether ho ought to take re 3 fuge \\’ith 
the Christian cuemy of the Faith, and avail himself of tlieir 
aid, or place his fate in the himda of the Almoravides his 
allies and the believers in his own Law. IMien the devil 
blinded bim to tlie right path, darkening his eyes that he 
might take the more evil road ; wherefore the decision that 
he adopted was a dangerous error, and ho agreed with the 
Christians to be their ally and friend against the power of 
the Almoravides. 

Finding this, the people of Saragossa, disgusted at such 
an alliance, wrote letters to the Lamtuni general, Muhainad 
Ben Alliaug, who was Wali of Valencia; and as wo are 
informed by Alcodai, they invited him to repair to their 
city, when themselves and the whole country would declare 
for the Almoravide sovereign, even Aly Ben Juzef Aben 
Tasfin. And this was done accordingly, Muhamad Bon 
Alhaug attacking the Christians on the fourth day of 
Bainazan, in the year 512, and defeating them in a pitched 
battle. 

The King Aben Kadmir had meanwhile conceived great 
hopes from the friendship offered him by Amad Dolah, of 
Saragossa; he assembled a vast body of troops, and fell 
with all his power on the Almoravide captain, Abdallah Bon 
Mezdeli, who was defending the frontiers of Saragossa. 
The forces met at no great distance from the capital, when 
a terrible encounter ensued, in which the valiant Mezdeli 
died fighting with the noblest of his generals, the Mos- 
lemah being defeated with great carnage, and the Christians 
pursuing their scattered remnants during several successive 
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days. Thai done the conquerors passed on to Loridii, 
they also took, -with many other fortresses to the 
(d' that territory. After the Almoravido army had 
licon thus defeated and dispersed, the King Ainad Dolah 
Aben Hud returned to {Saragossa, Avhore ho confirmed hts 
perfidious treaty of alliance with Aben Eadmir, King of the 
Christians, 

The account which Aly Ecn Juzef received of these 
misfortunes made a deep impression on his mind, and he 
determined to repair to Spain in the course of the next year. 
But that no time might bo lost, he at once dispatched his 
brother, the Prince Tcmim Aben Jnzef, to tho Axarquiaf of 
Spain ; commanding him to assemble a large body of troops, 
and with that force to succour the Moslemah on th<^ 
frontiers of Saragossa and Lorida, they being in imminent 
danger of ruin and even of extirpation. Yahyot relates 
that Aly himself also passed over into Spain, entered tho 
terntory of &allicia, and having taken the city of Calambria 
by force of arms, laid waste the country around it, and then 
returned to Ceuta. This he did in the year 51 L; and tho 
same writer affirms that the traces of that terrible incursion 
remained long clearly visible on the face of the land. 

The forces of Andalusia had meanwhile assembled and 
I’oincd with those of Temim Ben Juzef, who was then at 
Valencia. Prom that city the prince then marched forth, 
having in hia company his kinsman, Abu Yahye Ben Taxfin, 
governor of Cordova, and Muhamad Ben Alhang, Wall of 
Valencia, with many noble Xeques of Lamtuna, the Almo- 
ravido cavalry, and a airoiig body of foob-soldiers. With 
these he fell on the territory of Lerida, and Aben Eadmir, 
fearing to be besieged in that city, fled from the place, but 
did not refuse to give battle. That encounter proved to be 
a sanguinary oUe, in which the loss was very great on our 
side as well as on that of the Christians, and the Prince 
Temim Ben Taxfln, perceiving his strength to be much 
diminished, considered it advisable to suspend the struggle, 

^ Gttf, the Norfli t Axarquia, the South. 

J The writer so called is Ahmed Ben Yahye Ben Omoira, tho con- 
tinuator of that brief cliromole written by JEll Homaidi, of Cordova, 
which Ahmod Ben Ysdiye brings down to tho year of tho Hegira 
560.— IV. ‘ ‘ . 
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^vhini lie returned to Valencia but little more than ten 
thousand men. 

"When the Kin" of tl:o Christians, Aben Eadniir, per- 
ceived hia arms to be thus prosperous, he departed from the 
ani'oeinent 'vvhich he had made with Amad Dokh, King of 
Saragossa, whom he now reiiuired to abandon that city to 
Ills possession; and the Mosleinah sovereign, discovering 
that he was himself about to be taken ui the nets which he 
liad helped to weave and set for his brethren of the Law, 
knew not whither to turn ior relief. He gave no reply to 
Aben Eadmir, but turned all his thoughts and care to tlie 
fortilyiiig of Ins city, providing it with whatever might aid 
him to support the siege which ho could not but see w'aa 
awaiting him. 

Xor did JCing Eadmir lose any time on his part, hut 
assembled troops from tlie niountiiius of Afrane and other 
parts, ill such vast numbers that they resembled ant-heaps 
or clouds of the locust. With these forces he then came to 
invest Saragossa, and having taken hia measures for attack, 
ho caused great towers of wood to be constructed, which ho 
dragged close to the w^alla by means of oxen : on these tow'crs 
he raised catapults, and other machines of various kinds. 
No long time elapsed before Aben Eadinir believed himself 
on tlie pomt of realising his hopes, and gaining possession 
of the city, which he invested so closely that the greater 
part of the inhabitants finally perished of hunger, the place 
being very thickly peopled, and the provisions which the 
inhabitants had been able to collect oeforc the siege had 
commenced, not sufficing to supply the wants of so large a 
pojnilation for more than a very snort time. 

In this grievous condition, the King Amad I)olah,*who 
saw no prospect of succour but from heaven alone, sent to 
tr(Mt with Aben Eadmir for the surrender of his capital, 
when the. Christian offered him security for his life and 
treasures, with the same for the lives and property of the 
people, adding permission to the lattei^ to continue their 
awellmgs where they were, or to retire elsewhere, at their 
pleasure. On these terms Saragossa was surrendered, when 
many of the noble Mosleinah left that place to settle in 
Valeneia^ and Murcia. The King of Saragossa, Amad 
Lolah, himself withdrew to the fortress of Eot Alyehud with 
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ail Ills family, and liad not done so many days before tliere 
came to ihc relief of the city a body of ton thousand 
cavalry, Avhieh Aly Ben Juzef had sent over from Africa. 
But. wluai the generals in command discovered that Sara- 
gossa was already iu the pov^er of the Christians, they made 
lialt and did not proceed further. 

in the following }ear, lung Kadinir, inflated with the 
victories he had obtained, again assembled his forces and fell 
uj)Ou the territories of the Moslemali, when Aly Ben Juzef 
sent his brother Prince Temim against him with a well- 
aj)poiutod body of horse and foot. These troops met the 
enemy of God in a place called Cutanda, when a battle was 
fought in which the Moslomah were broken and defeated 
Vith a crutd slaughter, twenty thousand volunteers having 
there resigned their lives; but of the rest of those troops not 
one was slain, and the remainder of the routed army fled 
to Valencia. In this terrible combat fell Abu Bckir Ben 
Alari, uith many other distinguished persons and generals 
of high reputation, amoii'g whom was the Alfaki, Ahmed Ben 
Jbrahim Abu Aly, who had been Cadi of Xilvis: that 
unhappy conflict took place on Thursday the 19th day of 
the moon of Eebie Primera,^ in the year 51-1. 

By this victory the enemy of Allah obtained possession of 
blcciiua Ciilatayub, which is situate on the frontier of Spam, 
and thence he continued to ravage the territories of the 
MoHlomah, fortifying himself in that Comarca without 
neglecting to maintain the supremacy which ho had acquired 
in certain parts of Alguf.f 

These misfortunes were made known to the King Aly 
Ben J uzof without delay, when he commanded that further 
preparations should he made for lauding troops in Spain, with 
intention to proceed himself to the Sacred AVar, and hoping 
then to ameliorate the condition of his frontiers. This was 
the third visit of Aly Ben Juzef to Andalusia since his ele- 
vation to the throne. Ho assembled a vast number of 
troops, Almoravides, volunteers of tbe Alarabcs, people of 
tlie Cabilas of Zencta and Masamuda, and other tribes of 

* Other ancient documents assign this battle to the 24th day of 
Bebie Primera.— CondL 

t The North, 



3i6 BOMINIOir 03? THE ARAES ^VXm, [a E. 1L20-1. 

Barbary, ^ith all which lie crossed the sea verv happily, and 
reached the city of Cordova in safety. Hero all the Walies 
and Alcaydes of Andalusia presented themselves before ban, 
when Aly took care to inform himself of the condition of 
each province and city in respect to llie govermneiit 
thereof. The Cadiazgo of Cordova, which had been held by 
Aben Easid, tbe king then gave to tbo Cadi Abul Casern 
Ben Hamid, and having made certain other arrangements 
of similar kind, bo departed to the land of Algarve. 
Here Aly Ben Jnzef entered tbo city of Medina Sanabria* 
by force of arms, killing or taking captive tbe inhabitants. 
"With the same cruelty be treated many other towns of 
Algarve, laying waste tlie fields, carrying off tbo flocks and 
herds, destroying the villages, biirmug the farms, and making 
the whole land desolate until he had subjugated the entire 
district, which ho left in total ruin — a mere desert. The 
Christians fled in terror before his conquering host, finding 
no means of dofonding themselves, nor any refuge from that 
fearful and devastating tempest, save in the recesses of their 
mountains and among tho fortresses which they still 
retained amidst tho inaccessible rocks of tbo wilderness. 


CHAP. XXVI — Or the iNstrEsnoTioiT agaiitst the AnMoxtAVinES nsr 

COED OTA, OF THE TROUBLES AND EEBELLION IN AFRICA, AND OF THE 
ORIGIN OF ABDALLAH, OR EL MEHEDI. 

In the following year, which was that of the Hegira 515, 
Aly Ben Jnzef returned to Africa, leaving the aflairs of 
Spain in the care of his brother, the Prince Temim, who had 
not an hour of repose. 

Tahye Ben Ahmed tolls ns that the fourth visit of King 
Aly to Spain took place in that same year of 515, and was 
occasioned by a rebellion or insurrection of tbo people wbicli 
took place at Cordova ; one of the most renowned Almoravide 
generals, called Abu Yahye Ben Tobada, being tben Wall of 
that city. The circumstances which gave rise to the dis- 
turbance were the aggressions insolently made by tbo 

* This is believed to be the city called elsewhere Calambria. — CondS, 
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Alnioravido soldiers composing the garrison, on the inhabi- 
tants of the place, to 'whom they offered every species of 
affront; to say nothing of the losses which they inffictcd on 
them by phindering them of their property, destroying their 
gardens, and carrying to their barracks whatever they could 
lay their hands on. Not content with all this, they next 
proceeded to enter the houses of the citizens and take their 
wives and daughters by force ; complaints to the authorities 
did not siifhce to restrain this iusoleiice, and many men. took 
vengoaiKU) for tliose intolerable injuries with their own 
haiuls, but all was insufficient to keep that arrogant horde of 
Airicans in order; wherefore the people at length dew to arms, 
attacking the Almoravides by common consent, and killing 
many of their number. The Africans then entrenched 
themselves in isolated dwellings and towers, but there also 
they were surrounded, and when other means failed, the 
people mined the buildings, which having forced, they 
entered with fury, slaying all whom they found. 

Tlie news of this rebellion w'ere promptly carried to Aly 
Bon Juzef, who w'as then at Morocco, and believing his 
presence required to remedy the evils that might result from 
such a state of things, more especially if the other cities of 
Spam should follow the example ot Cordova, he made prepa- 
ration for proceeding thither in person, determined to put 
dowm the disorder prevailing there by the strong hand. To 
that intent ho aununonod his people from the Cabilas of 
Zenota, Zanhaga, and Masamuda, adding others from the 
Barbavy tribes inhabiting the mountains of Daren,* and 
having thus assembled a large force, both of ^cavalry and 
infantry, the king passed over to Andalusia, proceeding 
without delay to Cordova. 

Having arrived before the city, he there met the relics of 
the garrison, wnth the Wall, Abu Yahye Ben Tobada, in full 
flight before the people, they having with difficulty succeeded 
in saving their lives irom the fury of the popular vengeance. 
The inhabitants of Cordova, when they learned the 
arrival of the king, closed their gates and fortified all the 
streets which led to the walls, taking every other measure 
in their power for increasing their strength and preparing 


* The Allas or Bnght mountains, that is to say -^Conde 
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to support a long and vigorous siege. At tlie same time 
they took counsel among themselves, considering what was 
advisable to be done in those circumstances, and how they 
were to act in relation to their king, whose own servants 
and soldiers had given them just cause to take up arms. 
The Alimes and Alfakis of Cordova then said that it would 
first of all be proper to make known to King Aly Ben Juzof 
the fact that this rebellion had not been voluntary on the 
part of the inhabitants, hut had been imposed upon thorn in 
the use of the natural right wdiich they had to defend, not 
their property only, but their lives, their women, and their 
households. King Aly must be informed, they added, that 
the cause of the insurrection had been the unbridled inso- 
lence of the Alinoravides, to whom the whole blame of what 
had occurred vas .]uatly due. If, then, the knig, being thus 
informed, should resolve to protect those haughty and arro- 
gant provokers oi* all the evil, the people of Cordova would 
in that case have a just cause for resistance against him in 
defence of their persons, their lives, the lionour of their 
families, and their lawful possessions ; nay, that they should, 
and must, and ought to maintain the defence until it should 
please Grod to send a remedy for their misfortunes. 

In pursuance of the opinions and advice thus expressed, 
the people of Cordova refused to give the king admission to 
the city, which he therefore attacked with fury, and continued 
the assault thereof for many days. Bmally, the inhabitants 
becoming weary of the struggle and of the fatigues and 
privations they were enduring, agreed to send an embassy 
to King Aly, entreating him to consider that the city was 
his own, and to treat it accordingly ; they begged him also 
to remember the charge made to him by his father, King 
Jnsef, at the hour of his death, in relation to that city of 
Cordova, and added that he ought to excuse what had been 
done iir respect of his exclusion, since if he examined 
the causes given, he would find them to he a comjpletc 
exculpation of tlie citizens. 

The persons then despatched as messengers to the king 
were among the noblest of the city, and Aly Bon Juzef 
received them well ; it was agreed that a certain amount 
of money in gold doubloons should be paid by the citizens 
as indemnity to such of the Aimoravides as Rad lost their 
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property aiul hail had their houses sacked in the rebellion; 
these eouditions beiniij made to the satisfaction of all parties, 
the kin«; entered Cordova and thinpfs returned to their 
previous eonditioin The troubles of tho moment being thus 
ipnideil, Aly Ben Juxef did not long delay Ins departure 
from C\>rdova, being recalled to Africa by advices 'ivhich 
informed him that the kingdom of Sus Alaksa had been 
roused to rebellion by El Alehedi. 

'riie pre]iarationa for warfare^ and rising of tbo people in 
Africa, which had caused the king's return to that country, 
had been prorokod, as hath been said, by El IMehedi, whoso 
appearance had placed all tho land in a state of insurrection, 
and subscquontly kept all Africa in arms for a period of 
several years. Kay, the enmity of this man, called El 
IMehedi, was ultimately the cause which brought ruin to the 
powerful empire of the Almoravides, who were at that time 
lords of tho principal part of Spain and Africa, seeing that 
there were but few towns in both these regions which did 
not pay them obedience and tremble at their might. The 
origin of these events was on this wise : — 

In tho land of Sds there dwelt a man. of tho Cabila of 
Masamuda, who was called Mubamad Ben Abdallah, tho 
son of Taniurt, but who afterwards received the name of Ei 
Mehodi. This Abdallah travelled to the Bast, where he 
heard tho lessons given by the sages of the land, and more 
especially those of the renowned Aben Ahmed Algazali, 
with whom be remained three years. After that time he 
returned to Africa, re-entering his native country in the 
commencement of the moon of Rebie Primera in the year 
510. No long time elapsed after the return of Abdallah 
Ben Tamurt before there rose a rumour among the people 
in respect to this man’s rigid holiness, the energetic freedom 
of his preaching in reprehension of vice, whether in kings or 
their subjects, the austere sanetityofhislife, and even the pecu- 
liarity of his clothing, all which contributed greatly to move 
the minds of the people He had given himself the title of 
El Mehedi* to attract the superstitious and ignorant, who 
rarely discover the treacherous purposes of such impostors. 
Now it chanced that this man, arriving in a certain 

* El Mehecli : tho Q-uicle, Leader, or Teacher* 
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villngo on the <*onlino« of Toloneini, culled Tejerau, thero 
luoi a youili of bcaiiiilul couuiciiance auul good disposition, 
ealiod Abdeliiuunen Bi‘n Al)% who wiis tlu*a on liia \my to 
the East ill the eompuny of 'his uncle, wlio wus conducting 
liiui thither for the purposes of study. Then El JMehedi 
began to talk with the youth, proposing, after some conver- 
sation, himself to instruet him in that knowledge which he 
was going to seek in the East, and tlic nuclo of AbLlelnuimeii 
agreed to this proposal. Bl Mehedi was then dwelling in 
the suburb of Melala, and there he taught the youth what- 
ever he considered likely to promote his own purposes, more 
especially certain prophecies written in a book which he 
showed to the young Abdelmumen, and wherein there stood 
written, words to tlie following eftbet : — “ The empire of life 
and of the Law shall not arise through any other than Abdel- 
mumen, the Light of the Alineravidos.” 

"When El Mehedi had instructed the^ youth to such 
extent as be thought needful, and had sufficiently prepared 
him for his purposes, he appointed him to be his Vizier, 
and travelled with him to the land of Beni Xxris, wliere he 
was joined by another youth, called Abu Muhamad Bekir, 
when they all proceeded tq jpez, and thence to the city oi 
Morocco. 

In the last-named place it> happened on a certain Juma,t 
when the people of the city were all assembled in the great 
mosque to make their Azala, that this Muhamad Ben 
Tamart pressed forward beyond the first rank of the wor- 
shippers, and into that place which is usually taken by the 
Imaum alone. All present were amazed at this boldness, 
and a minister of the mosque, approaching the man, bade 
him know that none could take that place, save the King of 
the Moslemah alone. Then did this Aben Abdallah turn 
gravely to the minister thus w^arning him, and with a severe 
countenance, but ia calm tones, replied to him with these 
words from, the Koran, i7ine el mesagide lillahi, which sig- 
nify “assuredly the temples belong to Q-od alone;” which 
said, he turned towards the assembled worshippers and con- 
tinued his recitatiou uutil he Lad repeated the whole of the 

t Juma- Pnday, wliich, as tlie reader will remember, is the 
M^omedan Sabbath. 
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chapiin% io the jsfrcai amazement of tlio people, who all 
reganltnl him wilh admiration. 

{Soon after this oeeurrence, ilio king arrived to make his . 
prayer, and the people all rose as usual to make him the 
t'ustoniary salutation, ^fuhsuuad Bon Abdallah alone re- 
tained the ])l:ice he had aa.^umoil, t\ithout the least movement, 
not even lifting his I'vcs to look at the king, nor making the 
smalhvst (‘hnnge in his attitude, all which was astonishing 
to the populace, whose admiration was greatly increased 
thereby. 

Pmt when the Azala was ended, Abdallah was the first 
to rise and salute the king, and at the close of his Azalam he 
said: Ihnvare that thou seek a remedy for the evils and 
injusliee connnitied in thy kingdom, for God will demand 
from thee an aecount of all the nations committed to thy 
care,” Kiiig Aly replied no word ; but the phrase uttered 
by Abdallali had produced on the light minds of the populace 
all the (‘fie* t he had hoped from it. The king supposed him 
to be some ludy man who must have taken upon him the 
vowH nu austere and zealous Marabout, and therefore sent 
to toll liiin that if he liad any desire or want he might name 
it, when liis wish should he fulfilled. Abdallah replied in 
tile same mcnsurc'd and presumptuous manner, saying that 
his di^sires wore nut of this world, unless so far as they cou- 
comod tlie correction of unholincss and an amelioration of 
the state of the people. 

This answer caused the King Aly Ben Juzef to conceive 
some litile disquietude, and the more as he was then told 
that the man Abdallah preached publicly on the open places, 
squares, and markets, as w^ell as in the mosques, reproving 
all profane and excessive pleasures,— a hue of conduct 
whereby he had made himself yery conspicuous, drawing 
after him a vast crowd of people wherever he appeared, and 
being heard with great admiration by all 

The King then commanded his Alimea to question and 
examine the man, that they might knowwhat opinion should 
be farmed respecting him, — ^whether he were in truth a 
wise man, and whether his vibws and intentions were repre- 
hensible, or good and worthy of attention. 

Among the Alimos so instructed was one of the chief and 
principal; called Abu AbdaUak Melik Ben ‘Wahib, a native 
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of Andalusia, and with the 4>tlu'r Aliiuos (‘onvoivsod 
several timos with El jNIehedi, in fultihnont of the king’s 
command; their diaeoxirsea turniitg on letters, the stdonees, 
and other subjects, whereby thciso prudent men \Yerc 
enabled to penetrate the nnml, character, and intentions of 
the pretender to liolinc'ss, when, becoming xiltimatoly con- 
firmed in the suspicions which they had entortaiued of him 
very early in their interooursc, they returned to the king, 
informing him of the judgment at which they had arrrived 
respecting this Mehocii, and describing the mode of pi'oceed- 
ing which they thought it advisable to pursue with him, 
“ 0 King,” said tho Alimes, “ there can bo no doubt of this 
man’s purposes; he is labouring to exeito the people to 
insurrection, seducing them with tho hope of change, and 
creating a grave scandal which should at once bo brought to 
an end. Let him bo imprisoned therefore, and so cut him 
off from all communication with the ignorant vulgar among 
whom he seeks his followers.” 

Melik Ben Waliib, one of the wisest among thorn, added 
the following words : — “ My lord 0 King, whose power may 
G-od perpetuate, do thou command that a prison of iron bo 
prepared for this man, lest he cau&e thee to spoil a house 
of gold.” Others of the number said, “ Place this man in 
chains of iron to-day, my lord, if thou wilt not have him 
make thoe hear the Atambores of rebellion on the open field 
to-morrow.” 

IS'ow to the assembly of Alimes thus held before the 
king there came also his Vizier, Othman Ben Omar, who 
was persuaded that the fears expressed by the sages were ex- 
aggerated— since a man of low condition and little wortli, 
standing solely and alone, as did this Abdallah Ben Tahart, 
could scarcely give grounds for anxiety to so potent a 
sovereign as was Aly Ben Juzef, — wherefore, speaking in 
his turn, he said, “ Vain and unreasonable are the fears 
here manifested by these Alimes, 0 King; neither is it 
worthy of thy sublime greatness to cast the eyes of attention 
on a man so contemptible as is this Abdallah, or to regard 
his opinions and extravagances.” 

With the council thus held, and with that advice of his 
Vizier, King Aly then calmed hia anxiety, and paid no more 
attention from that time toElMehedi. The latter, therefore, 
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coutimied to proacU in pnl)lic,and being loft at liberty freelj to 
promub^alo hia opiniona, ho subsequently retired to Medina 
Poz, wliere he remained in a mosque oi‘ that city for the 
space of Ibiiryoars, — until the year 514j that is to say, when 
ho rtqaurod to ilorocco; but even there the presence 
of the King and court did not sulilee to restrain the zeal of 
his discourses to the people. Entering the Aljamas and 
public places of all kinds, with his vizier Abdelmuinen, by 
whom ho was aUvays accompanied, he reproved the vices 
and libcrl inage of the ago with hia accustomed freedom, 
nqirohending the abuses of wine and other pleasures in 
which but too many wore then eager to indulge, and break- 
ing to pieces in his zealous warmth the instruments of 
muaic which accompanied the singers of licentious songs, or 
dances no less licentious, then daily heard and seen in the 
squares and markets. All these things Abdallah did without 
permission from the ministers of the Aljamas or of the King, 
who endured that scandal only because its importance was 
either much diminished in tho relations made to him, or 
because the disorder was for the most part entirely con- 
cealed from his knowledge. 

At length the confusion and inquietude occasioned by 
this man was effectually reported to King Aly, who caused 
him to be summoned to lus presence, and said to him, 
“ What is this, good man ; and how is it that I hear these 
things respecting thee ?” To which Abdallah replied with 
much calmness and gravity, “ What can any man tell thee 
of me, unless it bo tliat I breathe only to aspire after the 
other world, and seek notliing in this, having no other 
buBuicss hero than my own, which is‘ in truth nob of this, 
world ” 

King Aly was amazed at his reply, and commanded that 
the Alimos should again discourse with Abdallah in his 
presence, which was done, and the discussion was* a long 
one j but it did not terminate to the satisfaction of the King 
any more than to that of the sages, who repeated the ex- 
pression of their fears, and advised that he should no longer 
be permitted to preach to the people or disturb them with 
his new doctrines ; they added that it would at the least be 
advisable to make him depart from the capital, where he did 
much to excite the light minds of the ignorant and vulgar, 
voii. n. jl X 
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smd miglit catiao infinite inlacluef, unless instantly talcon in 
hand. 

The opinions of the Aliuu'S then {wrailod, and El Itrohccli 
hoing commanded to leave the cit\v <lid in (dfet^t dt'pari with 
his Vizier and friend, Abdelmumen ; hut at no great distance 
from tho capital, they constructed for theuiHelvos a Imt 
among certain tombs that were there, and in this imperfect 
shelter they made their dwelling. Thither tliere soon flocked 
vast numbers of tho people to aeo and hoar tho diseouraos 
of IVltihamad Bon Abdallah Eon Tahart, called El Mehedi, 
tho fame of whose sanctity soon became so widedy oxtojidod 
that tho concourse of those visitors was perpetually main- 
tained, until at length tho man was constantly surrounded 
by a crowd of rarely less than five hundred persons, all ready 
to attend him whithersoever it might ploaso him to go, and 
asking nothing hotter than to fulfil lus commands, in wliat- 
evor lie might seo good to order. Hero Abdallah began to 
dwell much on tho irreligion and vices of the Almoravides, 
their masters, speaking of those chargeable on tho princes 
and those of the common people with equal freedom, and it 
is true that he found sufficient materials for his discourse. 
At this time Abdallah began to affirm of himself that lie was 
El Mehedi promised to the nations by Q-od, as at that period 
to be sent on the esirth for the correction of abuses and to 
reform the corrupt habitudes of men, the office of that 
messenger being to give them wholesome instruction and 
to lead them into the paths of truth and justice. 

The credit of Abdallah and the number of his followers 
became at length so great, that King Aly Ben Juzef feared 
lest some insurrection should be excited by the proceedings 
of that fanatic; he therefore sent a warning messenger, 
bidding the self-elected teacher to remember the fear of 
God, and cease from disquieting the people. King Juzef 
added the further command that Muhamad’Ben Abdallah 
should remain no longer in the city. To this El Mehedi 
replied, '' I have already obeyed thy orders, and live among 
the dead in a miserable hut, wherein I think only of tho life 
to come, and of the contempt that is due to all heretics.” 
Then the King gave directions for his seizure, and ordered 
that his head should be cut off ; but this command was not 
kept so closely secret as it should have been, and Abdallah 
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El Ifoliodi, boinor informed thea?eof, withdrew to Agmat, 
whither ho was followed by the most zealous of his disciples, 
dlo soon afterw’arda repaired to Tinmaul, in the district of 
{Sus, entering that country in the moon of Xew^ of the 
year 514 j, 

Ifaviug established himself securely in the hill-town of 
Tinmaul, El Mohedi preaclicd his new doctrines with much 
freedom, and the ceremonies he inculcated were performed 
by many of the barbarous race, among whose dwellings 
lie had fixed his abode, with much devotion and exacti- 
tude ; wherefore, after a time, believing the moment to be 
come for exhorting his followers to arms and deeds of 
violence against those whom he called tyrants and heretics, 
the teacher addressed his hearers on a certain day in the 
following terms : — 

Bo praises to God, who performs His will, of which no 
power can resist the accomplishment, nor is there any who 
can withstand His eternal decrees. 

The grace of Q-od be with onr Lord Muhamad, His 
Messenger, who hath announced the coming of El Mehedi 
Imanm, by whose cares the earth shalLbe filled with justice 
and equity, in place of the wrongs and evils wherewith it is 
now covered ; who shall root up the tyranny which now 
oppresses the world, and causes it to groan beneath the 
wicked foot of the evil-doer. Him hath the Lord Allah 
determined to send, when truth shall be obscured by false- 
hood, when justice hath been exiled and replaced by iniquity, 
and when the tyrant sits fast on the throne of goodness and 
rectitude. His birth-place shall be the remote SfLs Alaksa 
his time shall be the last ; his name the name ; his employ- 
ment shall bo to lead his people as doth an able guide ; — 
and this is the purpose with which I am myself now 
occupied.” 

'When the speaker had uttered these words, there rose 
up ton men of his followers, one of whom was his Vizier 
and friend, Abdelmumen : these men made answer and said 
to him, “0 thou our Lord, the words which thou hast 
now spoken, and thy description of the promised Mehedi, 
belong to thyself alone : thou art our Mehedi, our Imaum, 
and we strive bo obey thee with the perfection of obedi- 
ence.” They then took the oath of allegiance, all standing 
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uudor a Csmilvirt'e; tlu\v jmmnsocl to nnnain over fixed to 
hi.s sitie^ to Ih» an his luind^ toileioiul aiulasi^ist liim, inakinf^ 
war upi)n whomsoever sliould <ip[> 0 He his etanuumds, and 
hoUlioi^f themselves o\er ready to shed their hlood iu his 
servita*. 

In imilaiiivn of these ten men, the natives of Barhar)^ 
■who were staudintj^ around, also rose and took an oath to 
follow, defend, and protect thoir teacher against all ineii, 
making w*ar at his command on whatever people ho should 
he pleased to send them against, and dying, if need were, 
to serve him, sinuo ho was thoir Jloliodi and their iinauin, 
nor permitting thomsolvea to ho iiitiiuidaicd by perils, 
death, or afiliefeions of any kind, ■which should assail tlieia 
while labouring in his cause. 

The ten men by whom the oath of allegiance was first 
taken, “were as folIow's;’*'' Abdelmumen Ben Aly, Omar Bou 
Aly, Aznaug ^Abu Muhamad Albaxir, Abu Ohiafax, Aben 
Tiily^o Ben Yanti, Soliman Bon Ohaluf, Ibrahim Bcu Ismail 
Alhozregi, Abu Muhamad Abdel Wahid Aladri, Abu Auiran 
Muza Ben Temar, and Abu Tahye Ben Jalfit. 

After those ten men there presented themselves fifty 
more who belonged to the principal families of the district, 
and these were subsequently followed by seventy others, 
also men m authority among* the people, who took the same 
oath and performed the same ceremonies -with those that 
had taken place on the day of the general allegiance. Of 
these two last parties, Mohamad Ben Abdallah Ben Tahart 
formed two councils, which he called those of the fifty and 
the seventy ; but for the greater authority of himself as 
their Mehedi, he decided all the grave and more important 
affairs alone, or assisted only by the ten men who were his 
chief ministers ; matters of less moment were treated by 
the council of fifty, while those of a simple and ordinary 
character were decided in the council of seventy: but 
his own power remained absolute and unlimited in all 
things. 

Now the men who had thus taken the oath of allegiance 
to this Abdallah Ben Tahart, in Tinmaul, remained there 

* All the historians vary to a certam extent in the names of those 
ten m&D.^Oondi, 
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Tv-itli hini until the moon of the Ramazan in the year 515 ; 
and tlie solemn colehration of the oath, in the presence of 
tl\o whole potjnle, took place on a Juma, which was tlie 15th 
day of the said Ramazan, and at the hour of the prayer of 
Adohar,**^ on that day. The nest day, which was Saturday, 
Abdallah proceeded to the mosque, and ascended the 
Alniitnhar,t whence ho preached to the assembled people, 
confirming his claim to the office of their Mehedi, and 
addressing thorn in the words that follow : — 

“ .Mon of 'I'inmaul, I am your Meliedi or Gruide, who am 
come to teach you the knowledge of &od the Creator and 
Lord of all things, the righteous Judge of all his creatures."' 

Ho then exhorted them to follow his banners against 
the heretics ; and as he finished these exhortations, he was 
suddenly surrounded by his ten ministers, who held their 
naked swords in their hands. 

El Mehodi then passed through the hiR-countries, preach- 
ing in all parts, and attracting the rude dwellers in those 
mountains to his banners, insomuch that no long time had 
elapsed before he found himself at the head of an innu- 
merable multitude, which was besides daily increasing by 
new proselytes that came flocking from all the surrounding 
districts. All admired and applauded the teachings of El 
Jtehodi, loading his name with their benedictions ; his 
disciples also instructed the people, to whom they discoursed 
of the unity of God ; and this doctrine being a simple one, 
easy of comprehension, that people of Barbary, who were a 
rude and ignorant race, gave their attention to the same 
with groat pleasure, their new teachers adding nothing in 
respect to other attributes of the Deity, and making no 
mention of the Koran. 

Thus it happened that all comprehended the new teachers 
and heard them with gladness, attaching themselves to the 
doctrines thus announced with an indescribable warmth of 
affection. In this manner more than twenty thousand men 
of the tribe of Masamnda became the followers of El 
Mebedi, who chose ten thousand of the most valiant among 

^ Adobar : the prayer of mid-day. 

+ Almimbar ; the pulpit or reading-desk of the mosque. 



858 


rOHIKIOK 01* TEE ABA.BS IN SPAIN. [a.E. li^L 

them to servo him in arms, and raising a white banner ho 
gave tho command of the host to Mulumiad Albaxir, wlio 
directed his march with that force against Medina Agmat. 


CHAP. XXVIL— *Wae op the aijmceades and the almoeatides. 

Ween tho Amoer, Alj Ben Juzef, who was then in Hpaiii, 
heard of these things, he passed over into Africa and sent 
a body of tho Almoravidcs against tho bands of El Mehcdi, 
giving the charge of tho expedition to tho AVali of Suz, 
Ahu Bekir of Lamtuna, when that general lost no time in 
setting forth to seek tho rebels, and their insurgent leader, 
he having boasted that he would quickly make an end of El 
,’Mehedi’a imposturo, and the scandal which ho was causing 
in the country. 

■ But when the Wdi Abu Bekir discovered how vast a 
horde had gathered around the man, and that ho now had 
followers from the Oahilas of Herga, Tinmaid, BLintota, 
(Mdmiina, and Hescura, all Barhary tribes and families of 
different regions, he did not think it advisable to risk an 
attack, more especially after ho had ascertained the order 
and arrangements for war already established in the rebel 
force. He therefore retired and reported to King Aly 
what was passing, telling him that El Mehedi was not 
followed by mean, loose, broken men alone, but was sur- 
rounded by well-appointed bands ready for combat, every 
ten men serving under an Almocaden or chief, who directed 
them with much ability, Abu Belar furthermore added 
that the cavalry of the rebels was led by many valiant 
captains, as were also the cross-bowmen and foot-soldiers 
generally,' all of whom were firmly resolved to die in the 
defence of their Imaum. 

Then King Aly commanded that more troops should bo 
afisembled, and these being united to the force previously 
commanded by Abu Bekir, he gave charge of the whole to 
his brother, Abu Ishac Ibrabum, when all proceeded in 
search of the rebels^ 
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'Plu' iwo armies soon met in open field ,* but when both 
vvert' in ordiT of battle, standing one opposite the other, 
and on tho point of eommcucing the fight, a sudden panic 
isoizi'd tlu' troops of the King, — from what cause arising is 
iu»t known, nor 1ms the appearance which the vanguard per- 
<!id\ed tt» oiinse that terror ever boon discovered: but so 
inneh is kutn\n, that the Agomies and other cavaliers who 
were in the advance turned their horses’ heads and fled with 
ad ^Npet^l from the field; tlien the rest of the army, thrown 
into disorder by an event ro unexpected, also took to flight 
in the utmost confusion, insomuch that the rebels beheld 
llu' field tlisembarniBaed in a moment, and saw the forces 
of King A ly Bon tiuzef defeated without striking a blow.. 

lljen the people of Bl Mchedi, pursuing the fugitives in 
giM'at hastis lances eflbctually in the shoulders of 

tlu‘ir territied* enemy, and dew great numbers. They made 
theinselvtsR masters of the flying opponent’s camj), and of all 
tiu) rieiu*H it (Contained, with a largo quantity of arms and 
tilt) horsifa laden with the tents and stores of the Almoravide 
IroopH. 

ito, Hireling this matter, Abu Juir reflates that the King 
waw not HO much troubled by the defeat and rout of his army 
as by tlu* knowledge that the Cabila of Hinteta and other 
Iribort (if very brave people had taken up arms against him. 
But tliftt circumstance, and tho defection of those Oabilas, 
grieV(‘d and angered him excessively ; wherefore, command- 
ing that a still larger force should be assembled, he placed 
tlu^yo troops under tho command of a cavalier of Lamtuna, 
callod Hyr Bon Musladi. That host accordingly went forth 
and encountered the rebels in a fierce and san^inary battle; 
but the Ahuoravides w‘ere again defeated with a terrible 

slaughter. ^ t i • 

Inflated by these victories, El Mehedi enquired ot liis 
followers, 0 Almohades,”*— for so were they -named— 

what do the men of Lamtuna say of you f” and they re- 
plied, *‘They call us, by way of infamy and reproach, 
Abari 3 ;;es — ^apostates and renegades.” Then said Mehedi, 
** Yo might with better reason call them Muxesimines and 
Zerragines ; since they have indeed departed from the 
^afuth aod gone out of the right path.” 

* Ataohadas : foEowaw of EL Melwdi. 



:^C0 D0A11NH)^• OF THE An.VU» SFAIJf. [a,D. 1121. 

On thia occaision, El iloliedi alan wrote a letter, full of 
pride and arroganee, to the Almoravidea, and the purport of 
that doeumcnt waa as follows 

To the race doceivod by the devil, and with whom God 
the IMercitul is in anger ; to tho adverse assembly and com- 
pany ; to the proud people of Jjamtuna. 

**'lSo much Doing said, know ye, of a trnlh, thatf wo en- 
join you to do no other than as \vo command our own 
people and impose on our own peracm; natuelj-, that which 
IS meet for tho service of Qod, and in 11m tear and per- 
petual obodienoc, and to tho end that yo believe how the 
world was created, to bo afterwards brought to an end in 
utter annihilation. Also that Paradise is reatTved for those 
who serve and fear God; while Oehenam with its torments 
of eternity hath been equally prepared for tho nnsbelievers 
who offend the divine majesty of God. 

“ Eor it is a certain truth, and according to tho Law of 
our Lord and Prophet Muhamad, that we do with right 
hold empire over you ; wherefore, if yo acknowledge this 
right and fulfil your obligation towards us, ye shall have 
peace : but if not, then know of a certainty that we, being 
aided by the invincible power of God, will make war upon 
you, to the slaying of yourselves, tho destruction of your 
poaseBsiona, and the erasure of all memory of your name from 
the world : your villages I will burn, and I will lay waste 
your cities ; nor shall there remain a trace of your dwellings 
or yourselves. 

Know, furthermore, that this letter shall serve as the 
justification of whatever miseries ye may hereafter be 
afflicted withal, seeing that ye have thereby timely warning 
of what it behoves you to do, and it is well averred that he 
who first gives warning disculpates himself from the 
blame of such suffering as may follow tho neglect of that 
warning.' 

“And now we salute you, in so far as the law permits that 
we salute yon, hut it doth not permit or allow us to give 
you the salutation of friendship.’’ 

El Hedaiki informs us that the victories of that Muhamad 
Ben Abdallah, called El Mehedi, caused much anxiety to 
King Aly Ben Juzef, who became sorrowful and dejected, 
because he could in no way still the desire for vengeance 
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■with tvliirli hJi* Ijearfc wnst tonwonted. His imagination vas 
(^(iUHtantly tXHMinunl t\ith plana for defeating and destroying 
his ent^niy ; no long time elapsed, therefore, before be had 
again assembled an army wherewilli-to proceed against him. 
Ho wrote letters at tin' same time, exhorting all such of the 
tribes ns were not in a state of rebellion to take arms 
against the insnrgt‘nts who were thus disturbing the peace 
of the land. 

On the 3rd nf the moon Xaban, in the year 51(5, a new 
host was sent fiirth by the King, with command to en- 
counter the rt*bel Almohades, power against power, and the 
two armies again nud in an obstinate battle ; but the enemy, 
wdm had a large and wcJhappoiutcd body of horse, again de- 
feats! and nmted the Alinoraride force: then the royal 
iiooj B In eam(» posac‘B.**cd with such terror of the lately 
despised fm> as to remain astonished, no longer daring to 
await the (»nconnter of the rebels, insomuch that the 
triumph of El Mehedi knew no bounds, A conviction had 
in efteet begun to gain ground among the Almoravide 
soldiery that the contest in which they were then engaged 
would end unhappily for themselves, and bring about the 
exaltation of their opponents. 

El Zuhairri, who was at that moment in Morocco, informs 
UH that he saw a brilliant force march against the rebel 
Alnuihadcs, who were then in the mountains, and that this 
army was commanded by Abu Tahir Temim, brother to 
the "King. He tells us" further, that the large host he 
describes iiHc^endcd the heights to seek the enemy, when, 
being ai the foot of those hills wherein the people of MeheHi 
were entrenched, Prince Temim arrangea his bands with 
eansmnmate ability, giving orders for the ascent of the 
mountain by divers paths ; but that by the time they had 
attained the moat difficult asperities of the region, they were 
overtaken by the night, and not knowing whither they were 
proceeding, the troops began to fall into disorder, when large 
numbers lost their footing and fell over the precipices, where 
infantry and cavalry alike met their death. He adds that the 
army being thus conquered without fighting, or even seeing 
their opponent, but a few of the number sent forth returned to 
Morocco. This misfortune befel the troops at a place called 
Quieg : and the Almohades, descending from their fastnesses 
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of rock, pursued tho remaius of ilie force xvhioh had cou- 
tiiiuod to keep tof^etlior uuder tho guidance of Prinoo Temim, 
uutil they arrived at the Bierra of Virikua,*’*' 'where lliortihels 
were met by tho Almoravide geuoraly Yoiti of Laiutuiui, \vho 
had come forth from Medina Agmat to tho succour of his 
brethren, in defonco of whom he now fought valiantly : but 
his people 'were finally defeated and routed, the general 
himself dying in tho battle, with many of the nobles of 
Agmat who had joined his banners. 

After tbis victory El Mehodi left tbo mountains, and re- 
turned to Tinmaul, where h© determined to fix his residence ; 
tho strength of the fortress, with tho character of its site, 
being ealculatedto resist whatever force might bo sent against 
him. When ho had thus chosen his abode, he distributed 
tho lands and houses among his companions, his next care 
being to surround the city with strong walls, which ho 
furnished with numorous and lofty towors. On a height 
which rises above and commands the place, he then built a 
citadel, having walls of extraordinary strength ; and from 
that high summit ho not only dominated the city, with the 
hill on which it stands, but also the plains lying on the 
farther side of the same, insomuch that Tinmaul is con- 
sidered to be surpassed in strength by no city yet known. 
!No man can enter the plao3y whether on foot or horse- 
back, save only by two gates — the one to the East and the 
other to the W est, thart last being in the direction towards 
Morocco. The entrance by either way is through a narrow 
path, which finally becomes so difficult that it does not 
permit the passage even of horses ; and all who would enter 
the city must alight, nay, must proceed with great care, lest 
he fall into the abyss beneath. This narrow way hath been 
formed by the hand and cut in the hard rock, having the 
precipitous descent of the precipice or abyss before men- 
tioned on* one side, and high overhanging rocks, with deep 
clefts therein, on the other. From time to time the traveller 
finds this narrow way interrupted by tbe beds of torrents 
which descend from the summit, and these are strewn with, 
large masses of rock. Bridges of wood are thrown over 
these clefts and torrents, but they are so disposed as to be 


* Which ia situate to the south of Agmat— Condi'. 
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oa‘/i! v' rriaovi^l if need bo, ^vllcll that fearful path becomes 
\Uiiul}' nor ean he "who hath then advanced 

uptiu it riiht*r go ibrNViird or turn back. The length of 
en<*h of tjuw narrow paths is a day’s journey; and tho 
city iiself 5« i^ituate in the rudest part of the mountains of 
Duren, or Domi, which arc sierras that extend from tho 
WowiorTi Sea of Africa to the Mountains of Telenccn, 
wiu'iH* they are juiiUHl by other chiiius, and these, divided 
inti> uiiuuTons bram^hes, streich to Cabis and Hamano 
which is bevfuul Trubolos, thojourney through them ret|uir- 
ing t^^o moniliH fu* its completion. 

Having Ihus strongly fortified the City of Tinmaul, 
hlohamad Ih^n Abdullah, called El Mohodi, sont his forces 
to makt' incursi(HiH on the country. These troops, descend- 
hig IVom their mountains like the impetuous torrents of 
winter, j^mred tlu'ir rude hordes over the towns and terri- 
toru^H <tf King A ly, oarrpng devastation and death to all 
they {mini, and keeping tho people in continual disquietude 
■witK their robberies and violence. Tho unhappy dwellers in 
tin* district thou complained of their perils and losses to the 
King, whom tl«*y implored to free thqin from their cruel 
ouemica. Aly Ben Juzof had abcady expended large sums 
in llu» uHsenJliliug of armies wherewith to restrain the 
xobi'Ls ; and bidng himself earnostly desirous to put an end 
to tlu'ir aggn^anions and prevent them from descending the 
mountaina, he held counsel with his generals as to the best 
means whereby tho men might be attacked in their fort- 
resHtia, and shut up in their nest of Tinmaul. 

King Aly was then given to understand that there 
was in his prisons a youth of Andalusian race, called 
Ealeki, a bold man, and of great ability, who had been 
tt renowned robber on tlm highways, though very 
young. They added that this man was not an unlikely 
person to accomplish the wishes of his majesty, or to con- 
trive some moans for the furtherance thereof, The 
then pardoned the robber, and commanded him to consider 
the best means for proceeding in that matter, ^ giving 
power to adopt tho necessary measures for restraining the 
predatory bands of El Mehemu 

Ealeki accordingly made all needful^ observations, and 
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causing a fortress to to constructed at the point Tvliieh ho 
considered favourable for tho purpose, he garrisoned the same 
with a carefully selected body of cavalry and good crossbow- 
men. "With these he then assailed the Alinohadea in the 
defiles of their mountains, and attacking them as they pro- 
ceeded from, or returned to, their haunts, ho took them ui 
the narrow ravines, and inflicted on them so many defeats 
that they were at length compelled to desist from further 
aggression: when the plain country was thus delivered 
from the perpetual disquietude and plunder to which its 
inhabitants had been subjected. 


OIIAP, XXYIII.— Wheeein tee suBrECT or tee bbecebino 

OEABTEB IS CONTINUED. 

TnuEE years did El Mehedi remain in Tinmaul without 
descending from the city, except for some few short incur- 
sions which he made on the ^subjects of ICing Aly Ben 
Juzef ; but his pride and vanity would then no longer permit 
him to remain shutcup, and the rather as he know that his 
name had become known and feared in coDso(j[uence of his 
extraordinary victories, and the success of those forces 
which had suffered no check, nor endured any important 
defeat. He thus considered it advisable now to em- 
bolden himself, and go forth openly against the King Aly, 
whom he determined to besiege in hisvery Court of Morocco. 

With this intent he wrote to the trilies who had placed 
themselves in his obedience, commanding them to unite their 
forces with those which he had at Tmmaul; whereupon 
there presently assembled an innumerable multitude from 
all parts, insomuch that El Mehedi saw himself at the head 
of a force which counted no less than forty thousand men, 
who were for the greater part infantry ; but he had also a 
good provision of arms and horses. He appointed the Xeque 
Abu Muhamad El Baxir, one of the ten men of his imme- 
diate followers, to be the general of those troops, and 
commanded him to proceed against Morocco ; this Muhamad 
Ben Abdallah, called El Mehedi, having now formed 
the firm determination to make himself master of the 
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Empire oC Africa. Yet lie did not liimself accompany the 
army, at that time aick and ill at ease. 

Abu ]\luhamad marched on Morocco accordingly, as com- 
manded by his Imaum ; and being joined on his way by the 
jieojile of Agmat, with those from the Cabilas of Hesraga, 
Chesin, and aomo others, lus forces were thereby largely 
increased. 

King Aly, on his part, having assembled an army of ten 
thousand men, foot and horse, the opposing bands encoun- 
tered each other near Morocco', wnbn the Almoravides, 
confiding in their great numbers, commenced tbe attack. 
Ihit it was the will of God that they should be defeated 
with a cruel carnage, and, turning their backs on the foe, 
they fled, amid the swords of the Almohades waving over 
tlicir heads, and the lances of those rebels tinging their 
points in their shoulders, the flight and pursuit continuing 
even to the gates of the city. 

Groat was the number of the Almoravides who there 
died tlio death of the sword ; and not in the battle only, 
Init in the pursuit, and oven to their entrance into Morocco. 
The Almohades then besieged the capital, resolved that 
they would never strike their tents untfi they had obtained 
possession of the place, or had died in the attempt. The 
Almoravides, on their part, sallied forth, and gave them 
many surprises ; sanguinary skirmishes ensued, wherein both 
sides fought with implacable rage and hatred, the field remain- 
m<* covered with corpses — a savoury feast for the beasts and 
l)irds of prey. There were some forty thousand horsemen 
in tlie city at the commencement of the siege, with 
a nmltitudo of crossbowmen and foot-soldiers beyond count ; 
but every day dimnislicd and weakened their numbers. 

Jlsow among the garrisou of tbo besieged there was a 
cavalier of Andalusia called Abdallah Ben Hmmsqui, who 
was captain of a hundred Andalusian soldiers, and belonged 
to the command of the General Abu Ishak. This cavalier 
being one day in the presence-chamber, with other captams 
and generals, discoursing of the war, and of their salfles 
against the enemies, said to AJy Ben Juzef, “ There is 
nothing, 0 King, which renders men so contemptible in 
the eyes of their foes as that which we are now doing — 
keeping omraelvea shut up tamely within the walls of the 
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city,*’ Tlio king langkod at his Tvords, reflecting that 
the youth did not \rell consider wherefore he, who had so 
frec[uently been routed in the field, should bo compelled to 
content ihmself with that method of defence. The General 
Abu Mohamad, who likewise considered the remark of the 
young captain a light one, replied with a smile, “Abu 
Abdallah thinks lighting with the Almoravidea to bo 
like a contest with the Christians.” But the Andalusian 
made answer and said, “ Not so, since I have fought 
against the one and the other, and have even led the men of 
Masamuda, who are now our adversaries ; but it is a trutli 
that wo shall make but small progress in our afliiirs if we 
continue to sit still as wo have hitherto done. Choose 
from the force a body of marksmen, among whom wo have 
many of groat dexterity, but lot them not be too numerous, 
lestthey hinder each other: those should sally forth between 
a chosen force of cavalry ; and what I would beg for myself 
is that you would give me three hundred Andalusians, with 
a certain number of good marksmen, whom I will choose, 
and you shall see that I am right in what I sav.” 

The king having acceded to the request of Abu Abdallah, 
that captain then chose the three hundred men whom he 
had required, and having remarked that the Almohados 
used very long lances, with which they wounded their 
enemy from afar, he commanded his people to shorten their 
weapons to such an extent that none exceeded the length 
of six cubits. Thus disposed, the men selected by Abu 
Abdallah marched out before the dawn, and just as day 
was about to appear they attacked the Almohades in their 
tents, wherein they held them as it were besieged, and 
before the day was half spent the leader returned to the 
city with the heads of three hundred Almohades in his 
possession. 

This Exploit was very much applauded ; it put courage 
into the hearts of the besieged, and the king with his 
generals perceiving that their foe was not invincible, gave 
orders for a general assemblage of the forces, resolving to give 
the enemy battle, The command was entrusted to tho 
Xeque Abu Muhamad Ben Bannadm, and on the morning 
of the day following that of Abu Abdallah’s success, the 
army of Aly Ben Juzef marched forth. The strife was 
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a miel and dcsporatr one, l)\it the Almorayicles conducted 
themaelvos so valiantly as utterly to defeat the Almohadea, 
■vt'honi they drove in confusion to their tents, “wliilotlie victors, 
entering with them, tilled the whole camp vrith terror and 
dismay. In that combat forty thousand Masamudea lost 
tlieir lives, scarcely four hundred men of all the force 
escaping, and even to assemble that number it was necessary 
to count both foot and horse. 

On tliat t<Triblo day there died the Sec^uo and general of 
the Alniohades, Abu Muhamad Baxir, who was one of the 
Decemviri of El Mehedi. There would not indeed have 
remained a single man of all their host had it not been 
for the efforts made by that hrave and prudent leader, 
Abdelmumen, who exhibited on that occasion the most 
heroic valour, as well as a steadiness and forethought which 
were admitted on all sides to he most admirable. He it 
was who found moans to withdraw the poor relics of the 
anny from that place of death. But the AJmoravides 
pursued the few who had inade good their retreat from the 
camp, even to Medina Agmat, and in that flight there 
perished live more of El Mehedi’ s ^council of ten, all 
fighting like raging lions that have been driven by the 
ardent hunters to their last hold. 

When El Mehedi received intelligence of that fearful 
defeat he seemed to pay no regard to what his people were 
relating, and only exclaimed, But Abdelmumen is not 
dead and when they replied that he was not, he said, 

IL is well 1 since Abdelmumen lives our empire shall still 
endure 1 ” 

It was nevertheless manifest that the sight of the battered 
remnants of his late victorious army, returning in so de- 
plorable a condition, caused El Mehedi heavy sorrow ; his 
sickness was much increased by the pain thereof, and the 
troops under his command were suftered to remain long 
inactive, without once leaving the enclosures of Tinmaul. 
The defeat of El Mehedi’a forces took place in the year 
519, and on that occasion the Cahilas of Hinteta^ Ganfysa, 
Hezama, and others, which had jomed him in his rebellion, 
returned to their allegiance, submitting themselves once 
more to their King, even Aly Ben Juzof. 
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OHAP. XXIX.— Of tee camfaige of abee babmib in AKBAirsu. 

These troubles and IrLaun’oetiona kooping tlio king’s atten- 
tion fixed on the afiuira of Africa, had provoiitod him from 
giving due regard to those of Spain, where his generals had 
maintained the war on the frontiers with varying fortunes ; 
wherefore, with the arrival of the year 510, there came to 
Morocco the Cadilcoda of Andalusia, Abul iJolit Ben Euxd, 
a person of so much autliority, that to honour him as he 
merited, King Aly Ben Juzof himself wont forth in person 
to meet and give him welcome. The cause of his coming 
was an affair of high importance to the state and defence of 
Andalusia, and this ho laid before the king, giving him to 
understand that the Christians who dwelt as vassals among 
the Moslemah wore holding communication with the InfUld 
enemy, to whom they made known the condition of ilio 
country, and the state of the fortresses, with the distribution 
and all the dispositions of the same; those traitors soliciting 
their brethren, moreover, to enter the land and attack the 
Eaithful, thus fading in their duty as vassals, and breaking 
the oaths they had sworn to observe. The Cadilcoda added 
that the Christiana not only assisted and excited their 
fellow-worshippers in secret, as described, but that in the 
various incuraionB, pursuits, battles, and skirmishes, they 
found means to give them essential aid, serving them as 
guides, making known to them whatever intelligence could 
heat avail their purposes, and forwarding the views of the 
enemy in every manner that they could devise. 

"When King Aly heard these things he was much sur- 
prised, and considering the gravity of the caso, ho took 
counsel with his Viziers, Alimes, and Xeques, as to tho 
means to be adopted for putting an end to that connection 
between- the Christian enemy and tho Moslemah vassals, 
since it was above all things essential to cut short tho pro- 
gress of an evil resulting in such serious injury to the land. 
The resolution at which, by the advico of hia council, bo 
fiplly arrived was this : he^ wrote to the Walies of every 
city and fortress in Andalusia, commanding them to with- 
draw the Christian vassals from the frontier with tho utmost 



A.D. nil.] BAIfISHMEOT OF CHEISTIAIs^S TO ATEICA. 369 

secrecy and care, placing them in the interior of Andalusia’ 
and dispersing them among the Moslemah of the country. 
They were furthermore to take such Christians as could 
be proved to have incited the Infidel to enter the country, or 
were suspected of having aided those of their Law, and to 
drive them together from all parts of Andalusia. They were 
then to dispatch them at once into Africa, compelling them 
to sell or even to abandon the possessions which they held 
in Andalusia, seeing that they were for the future to live 
and remain by compulsion in Africa, or whatever other 
country the king might be pleased to assign them for their 
future dwelling-place. 

That command was immediately obeyed, and many 
Christians were consequently dispatched to the confines of 
Mekenesa, Sale, and other Comarcas, not a few of their 
number dying of the change from their own climate and air 
to that of Africa. The principal cause of this resolution 
against the Christians was the campaign which Aben Eadinir 
or Aragona had made on the territories of Andalusia, and 
wherein he could not have succeeded had he not been 
invited by those of his Law, who had ewen entreated him to 
appear in their favour, assurmg him that he might easily 
make himself master of the entire country : and the matter 
had taken place after this manner. The Christians who 
were dwellers among the Moslemah in the kingdom of 
Granada sent letters to Aben Badmir m secret, requesting 
him to enter the country for their deliverance, and promising 
to make him master of those mountainous districts, with all 
the coast of Granada. They were very earnest in these 
entreaties, yet Aben Eadmir, either because he had not his 
preparations made, or that he was doubtful of those traitor 
Muliahidines,* and could not trust their word, did not 
make that incursion on tho land which they had desired ; 
wherefore, as they perceived his distrust or want of resolu- 
tion, they increased their incitements and promises, making 
themselves read}^ to give active aid, and even agreeing to 


* Muhahidines. As the Christian inhabitants living mider tlu' 
Moslemah rule m Toledo were caUed Miizarabcs or Muzarahians, eo 
Tvere those resident in other cities of the empire called Muliahidinop 
Toil. II, B B 



370 


UOMISIOlSr OS' THE AEJlBS m SPAIN. [a.p. 1121. 

serve Hm publicly. To this end they got together twelve 
thousand carefully chosen and valiant men, giving Aben 
Eadinir to understand that these were all persons known to 
the chiefs of the party, and taken from the inhabitants of 
a very few cities, but that if he would consent to appear 
among them, many thousands of their numbers now living 
scattered among the towns of Andalusia would raise their 
heads at the instant when they should see themselves 
supported by his powerful arms, and aU united would assist 
him to make himself lord of those rich and fertile 
territories. 

They then added an extensive and very remarkable de- 
scription of the w'hole land, its mountains, vaUeys, rivers, and 
streams ; they dwelt on the abundance of its fruits and garden 
products, describing the rich meadow^s for the pasture of in- 
numerable flocks and herds, with the vast numbers of 
animals for the chase, whether beast or bird. Neither did 
they forget to expatiate on the beautiful situation of their 
city of Granada, and the strength of its AUiazaba,* but 
moat of all did they insist on the unity of mind with which 
all the Christian vaaaals of the Moslemah were resolved to 
assist King Aben Badmir in the conquest. of the city, when 
they could thence proceed to make him master of many 
other strong places.: Granada being the Alcazar and key 
of defence of the whole extent of that well-endowed and 
fortunate land. 

All these incitements and promises at length "determined 
Aben Eadmir, and be resolved on the incursion they desired. 
Having assembled his troops the king chose four thousand 
cavaliers, whom he caused to swear that they would follow 
his banner to the death, and never turn their backs upon 
the enemy, but either conquer or die. 

Abeu Eadmir then marched forth with his people and 
repaired* to Saragossa, but concealed his purpose carefully 
from the Moslemah dwelling there, and in the end of the 
moon Xaban, in the year 61&, he left that city, proceeding 
to Yalencia, where the Xeque, Abn Muhamad xedar Ben 
Birea, was then Wali, and held the town with a good garrison 
of Almoravides. Here Aben Eadmir made halt for some 


* Citadel. 
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days, and attacked tke place with his wonted vigour, but 
effected nothing of any importance, and having laid waste 
the Comarca, he broke up his camp. Many of the Muhahi- 
dines then joined his force, — a thing which encouraged him 
to press forward ; those traitors serving him as guides, and 
supplying all needful information on the way. Among other 
matters, they advised him of such points as he might spoil 
and devastate to his advantage, warning him of all those 
where it would be well that he should refrain from 
doing so. 

Thus conducted, the Christian king arrived before Gezira 
Xucar, the fortress of which he assaulted several times, but 
could not take it, and lost many of his cross-bearing 
followers in the attempt. From that place he proceeded to 
Denia, making a fierce attack upon the city in the Easter 
of Alfitra at the close of Eamazan ; but here also he was 
repulsed, and after unavailing combats with the garrison of 
Denia, he next passed by the Fax of Xativa to the territory 
of Murcia, laying the country waste in his progress- By 
Guadilmansora, he repaired to Burxana, and subsequently 
turned towards Nahar Taxila ; an incujsion which occupied 
him eiglit days. Thence the Christian monarch departed 
for Medina Baza, to which city he laid siege, and the city 
being without walls, he expected no difficulty in making 
good his entrance ; hut the inhabitants defended themselves 
with so much bravery that Aben Badmir was compelled to 
desist from his attempt, after he had suffered a considerable 
loss of his people. 

On the first Juma in the moon of Dyloada, the Christian 
king reached Badiaza, where he made a furious attack on 
the fortress from the side of the Almicabira ; hut here too 
he lost his time and soldiers vainly ; finding which, and 
having remained before the place until the following 
Monday, he then departed to a town called Sdrida : there 
he laid an ambush into which he hoped to attract tl^e 
defenders of the place ; but as these had received warning, 
his cares were again rendered useless, — ^the inhabitants would 
not come forth from their town, nor could the Christians 
venture to enter it. 

On the “Wednesday following Aben Badmir passed on to 
another town, called Gayana, which he attacked with good 
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hope of taking it, since there were many traitor Muhahidines 
therein. Nay, these came forth with horse and arms to meet 
the Christians, and there did not remain one of those perjured 
vassals in all the Comarcas who was not in haste now to dis- 
cover himself and jom the King Aben Eadinir. He, therefore, 
seeing that his army was here daily increased by the arrival 
of new troops, remained in G-ayana about a month, as we 
are told by the author of the Bargeliya.* At this place it 
was that the secret negociations and plots of the Anda- 
lusian Christians were brought to light, more especially 
those which had been entered into by the men of Granada. 

The Wali of that city, informed of their dispositions, took 
much pains to assure himself of the persons of those traitors, 
but he found them to be m such vast numbers that he 
determined to suspend the measures he had taken, lest he 
should drive them to further acts of rebellion, or to an open 
declaration of their purposes, when they would all have 
given aid and favour to those of their Law. He therefore 
appeared to content himself witl^ their deceptive promises of 
fidelity, although he did not believe in any of them, but set 
himself to fortify the«city, and make all needful preparations 
for the defence, well convinced that he would find more 
difficulty in delivering himself from the Muhahidines within, 
than from the Christians of Aben Eadmir without. Those 
traitorous Infidels were in fact now hastening from all parts 
to join themselves to the army of the Christian king. 

The Wali of Andalusia at that time was Abu Tahir 
Temim, brother of the King Aly Ben Juzef ; the Prince held 
his court in Granada, hut had passed over to Africa a short 
time previously for the purpose of assisting with his counsels 
in the war then waged by his brother against El Mehedi, 
Now, however, being mformed of the perilous condition of 
things in Andalusia, he returned thither with a large body 
of cavalry, which, added to the troops he already possessed, 
constituted a very powerful army. This the Prince 
Temim deteimined to encamp in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Granada, extending his lines entirely around the 
city, which thus remained within them as in a circle. 

On his part Aben Eadmir left Gayana with his troops, 


• Bargeliya: the cleameBS or lustre of the lightning.— 
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which were now very numerous, and fixed hia camp in the 
hamlet of Degma, which is near G-ranada. He had more 
than fifty thpuaand men, the greater part cavalry, and that 
powerful army filled the inhabitants of the city with dread, 
neither could they believe themselves secure, although 
they knew the number and strength of the forces 
assembled in their defence. The Azala of terror* was made 
in all the mosques ; but it is true that the people burned 
rather to their arms than to the prayer : the ceremony was 
nevertheless continued in Granada even to the day of Id 
Annaheni or the Easter of Victims, called also the Easter of 
Lambs. 

Aben Eadmir subsequently moved his camp to the bank 
of the river Eerdex, and thence to the farms of Muzabeca, 
finally transferring it to those of Nibel ; but while in that 
place there fell great rains and storms of snow, insomuch 
that he could do nothing to any purpose, and must have 
perished with all his army had not the Muhahidmes 
hastened to his assistance with provisions. Here he 
remaiuod during seventeen days, perpetually harassed by the 
Almoravide skirmishers, who did not* cease to beset his 
camp, now with an onslaught of cavalry, and now with a 
surprise from their foot-soldiers. This state of things caused 
the Christian king to lose all hope of possessing Granada, 
and he saw that his incursion had been a rash resolve, the 
hope of success held out to him by the Muhahidmes having 
proved an ill-founded one ; wherefore he determined to con- 
tent himself with the satisfaction of his covetousness, and 
with the plunder of the country which he could not conquer. 

He therefore broke up his camp, first proceeding to the 
fields of Mersana, which lie towards Veuix, whence he con- 
tinued Ills way by Zcquia, and at the close of evening 
reached Alcala Yashebi. Erom this place Aben Badmir 

* Tho Azala of terror is made m cascB of danger, as its name impLes, 
the usual ceremonies and prostrations being much, curtailed But it 
is raroly performed in the mobques, and few attend it, those who do so 
appearing with arms in. their hands, and even stained with blood. 
Tho short ceremonies connected with the Azala of terror may 
al?o be made wherever tho person performing it may chance to find 
himself at tho moment, nor is he held to repair to the mosque for that pur- 
pose, if Ills circumstances render it difficult for him to do bo. -^C ond4, 
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repaired to tlie hamlet of Luc, but not remaining there^ 
passed onby Yezjana, Vezria, Cabra, andAlixena, constantly 
followed by the light troops of the Almoravides, who did 
not leave him an hour of repose. Thus occupied by per- 
petual attacks on his rear-guard and the flanks of his army, 
the skirmishes which he was compelled to fight on various 
parts of his route were frequently very grave, and caused 
him much loss : by these incessant surprises and onslaughts 
of the Moslemah, he was also prevented from breakihg his 
order of march for the purposes of devastating the sur- 
rounding country, as it had been his intention to do ; he 
proceeded therefore in a condition of much restraint and 
disquietude. Tet the injuries which he found means to 
inflict on his passage were neither few nor unimportant. ' 

After this manner, Aben Eadmir continued his march 
until he arrived near Lyrena, where the Moslemah, desiring 
much to engage the Christian enemy in a pitched battle, 
made arrangements for a general attack on the vanguard, 
to be commenced at the dawn ofday ; this took place accord- 
ingly, and such was the impetuosity with which they fell 
upon their foes, that'^they threw them into complete disorder, 
compeUmg them to abandon their baggage, and leave tbe 
provisions of the whole army in the hands of the victors. 

But now, believing that they had vanquished and over- 
come aU the Misbelievers, the Moslemah conquerors 
began to feast on the prey, and occupied themselves in 
gathering the spoil; wherefore Aben Eadmir, advised of 
their employment, by tbe fugitives of the vanguard, placed 
his main body in order of battle, and attacking the dis- 
arranged force of the Moslemah when they least expected 
him, with four battalions of horse, he cut down vast numbers 
of the Eaithful, putting the rest to flight, and pursuing 
them uptil nighttaU. deprived him of the power to distin- 
guish friend from foe. 

Many noble Moslemah died in that battle, as they endea- 
voured to reanimate their men, and sought to lead the 
fugitives back to the strife ; nay, the carnage would have been 
even more complete had it not been late in the afternoon 
when the troops of Aben Eadmir appeared. 

It was now the turn of the Moslemah to lose their 
baggage and provisions, aU of which fell into the power of 
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tlie Chribtians, ^vl\o were tlien well repaid for tlie momentary 
loss and partial plunder of tlicir own munitions. 

Prom this time Ah on Hadmir directed his march towards 
the Mediterranean, still followed at a certain distance by 
companies of the Almoravide troops ; but the latter dared no 
longer attempt to oppose his passage. 

AV'efiud it related that at the crossing of the river Motril, 
and when from the marshy fords of that stream the army 
was traversing the deep ravines which succeeded, Abeii 
Badinir turned to some of the most noble among the 
cavaliers by whom he w^as accompanied, and speaking in the 
Chnstian tongue, he said, How magnificent a grave would 
not this make us, if there weie any one on those heights 
who would tlirow down earth to cover us.” Thenceforward 
he turned his steps in the direction of Velad, and there, 
being on the shore of the sea, Aben Eadmir caused a small 
bark to be constructed, wbieh he used for the purpose of 
taking fish on that strand. This was done either in the 
accomplishment of a vow which he had made to carry his 
arms through the Moslemah territory, and even to the coast 
of Granada, or merely that the thing «night .be described at 
a future time as the completion ot* some great exploit.^ 
King Eadmir subsequently ascended towards Granada, and 
fixed his camp on the farm of Hilar, whence he proceeded 
to Emidam, and while there he had certain skirmishes with 
the light cavalry of the Almoravides. A few days later 
beheld him entering on the Vega of Granada, when he 
encamped on the sources of the Teja, where the Almoravides 
did not give him an hour of repose, insomuch that it became 
needful to entrench and fortify the Christian camp : nor was 
the fear lest his more open assailants should press within 

* Tn tlio details of this retreat there is a manifest obscurity whioh would 
most probably have been elucidated by a note, had the careful and aceurato 
author been permitted to see hia work through the press. * Tu default 
of this it may bo added here that certain wnters declare the Christian 
king to have promised the generals of his immediate suite that they 
should eat fish taken by themselves from the waters of that region. 
Hence tlie consfruotioii of the lishing-bark : but wo give our readers the 
assertion for only so much as it may bo ■C^orth, not having found con- 
firmation of its authenticity in any writer of acknowledged authority. 

Tt. 
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liis tents, the only motive for that precaution : being now 
very near the city, where he knew that there was no lack 
of brave and enterprising ca¥aliera, Aben Eadmir thought it 
needful to be on his guard that he might not suffer an 
unforeseen defeat, in consequence of the surprises which 
the leaders would almost certainly prepare for him. 

Having remained for some time within these entrench- 
ments, the Christian king then marched by Lagon to 
Gl-uadiax], where he found a part of his force which he had 
left in a fortress of that district : next continuing his march 
through the eastern parts of Spain, he found himself on the 
road which he had taken in coming, the territory of Murcia 
and Xativa namely. Tip to that time the Almoravides 
had constantly followed Aben Eadmir, without losing sight 
of his banners, and this they did to prevent his people from 
making incursions on the neighbouring lands ; but they 
carefully avoided coming to an engagement with the Christian 
forces. 

The most authentic authorities declare that Aben Eadmir 
lost a large part of his host by sickness before regaining his 
own dominions ; the pjpivations and fatigues of that prolonged 
march having greatly weakened the strength of his men, 
and the plague, which also appeared among them, carrying 
off many of those exhausted bands. Seeing that the mor- 
tality was increasing, the king made great haste to return 
to his states : “ And of a truth,” remarks the author of the 
‘ Lightning,* “ if Aben Eadmir had some cause to feel vain- 
glorious at the bold enterprise he had accomplished, yet on 
the other hand it is certain that he did nothing of im- 
portance therein ; he effected little, in all that painful and 
. perilous march, beyond the burning of certain viHagea and 
farms, with the ruin of their miserable inhabitants ; but he 
neither took nor could enter any fortified place, small or 
great: insomuch that he may be said to have employed 
the campaign almost wholly in the destruction of peasants 
and shepherds, farms, hamlets, country-houses, and. solitary 
dwellings of similar kind.*’ “Tet in that enterprise,” ob- 
serves the same author, “ the King Aben Eadmir expended 
fifteen months, during which he did the Moslemah more 
goodj than harm, since he caused them to discover the 
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existence of enemies among tliose of their own people, 
and enabled them to put themselves on their guard against 
the traitors thus made known to them.” 

This, then, was the cause which had induced the Cadi 
Abul Belut Aben Baxid to pass over into Africa, and after 
consulting the king as to the best means to be adopted for 
making head against the danger thus menacing the Mos- 
lemah in Spain, the Cadi furthermore suggested the 
expediency of depriving the lung of Saragossa of his 
sovereignty; since he had not only failed to defend his 
capital, but had formed a confederacy with the Christians, 
sending presents to the King Aben Eadmir, from his 
friendship with whom infinite evils might redound to the 
Moslemah of Spain. 

The advice given by Abul Belut Aben Eaxid in relation 
to the Sovereign of Saragossa, did not appear to be unac- 
ceptable to King Aly Ben Juzef, and he replied, that since 
Aben Hud had entered into a league with the Christians, 
he had deserved to lose hisb kingdom, for which cause he 
gave orders to the effect that the general Abu Bekir Ben 
Tefelit should march an army into hi» territories without 
delay, and take possession of the state in the name of the 
Ameer Aly Ben Juzef. 


CHAP. XXX — Pkince' taxpif, tub son or JuzBr, aebives in 

STAIN, ms VICTORIES. ADVANTAGES GAINED BY THE AXMOKADES 
IN AEEICA. NAT0EAD DEATH OE THEIE OHIEE, ED MEHEDI. 

When* the King of Saragossa was informed of the resolution 
taken by Aly Ben Juzef, and knew that a force was about 
to march against him, he wrote a letter to the Ameer, of 
which the substance was as follow'S : — 

Thou well Imowest, 0 king ! that my father, Almostain 
Billah, wrote to the King of the Moslemah, Juzef Ahen 
Taxfin, thy father, requiring that he should permit him to 
remain in quiet possession of his dominions, and requesting 
that there might be peace and friendship between them, to 
the end that each might give aid to the other against their 
common enemy. Conditions being then made, our fathers 
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remained confederate, nor would ever make war upon each 
other, for which cause the hearts of their people wero 
permitted to rejoice in that peace which comes from good 
counsel, and is as the resplendent light which gladdens the 
life of all men. We too have enjoyed quiet and security, 
which hath not been troubled on thy part up to this time, 
although many circumstances have occurred in these states^ 
the unfortunate causes of which I do not myself clearly 
perceive, unless they have proceeded from evil counsels that 
may have countervailed thy good intentions; but for 
some time it is certain, 0 my Lord ! that a malevolent air 
hath been breathing over the land, or to speak more truly, 
a hurncane and tempestuous storm hath assailed us which 
brings us menaces of destruction and dismay. It will not 
be just that thou shouldst deprive us of our territories and 
states, since we have constantly mamtained the friendliness 
existing between us — we have never broken the same, even in 
thought ; nor during the period of the involuntary isolation 
from our brethren m which we*have found ourselves, have 
we in any way infringed upon thy rights, 0 king ! wherefore 
we could not but consider ourselves as vile and despicable, 

we were now to suffer our cities to be taken from us 
without reason. 

“ But G-od will not permit that this rupture shall take 
place betweert us, causing such evil and injury to both as 
would make our common enemy triumph in our misfor- 
tunes : we have hitherto maintained the league of friendship 
entered into by our forefather: whether in public or in 
private, do not thou, then, give occasion — either by the evil 
intentions or the ignorance of thy counsellors — ^for the 
disturbance of this good harmony ; and for myself, God, who 
is over and penetrates the secrets of every heart, knows 
the purity of mine intentions and my good-will as to thee 
ward. ‘None can impede the fulfilment of that which God 
hath determined, but the day will come when the unjust 
provoker gf evil and of the sorrows of war shall appear in 
his true light; God, who is the Judge and Eighteous Eewarder 
of those who do e'^, shall then decide between us and those 
who seek to put discord and strife between thee and me. 
I repeat, that God is a Just Judge : and herewith I bid thee 
farewell/’ 
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“VVlien this lettei’, written by Abu’ l\Ieruan Aben Hud, 
reached the hands of Aly Ben Juzcf, the latter changed his 
purpose, and commanded the general Abu Bokir Aben Tefelit 
to discontinue his preparations for entering on the territories 
of Saragossa, which he ordered him to leave undisturbed. 

About that time the Kiiig Aly was much occupied with 
the iortifications of his city of Morocco, which he surrounded 
by forts and strong walls, amply supplied with high towers. 
He commenced the construction of these works in the moon 
oi Giumada Primera and the year 520, and expended on 
thorn seventy thousand mitcals of gold. That beautiful and 
durable erection was completed in about eight months, 
the masonry being such, that, when finished, it proved 
to be one of the finest structures in the world. Xing 
Aly also built the great mosque, with its lofty tower and 
Almimbar. 

In this year of 520 the king’s brother, Abu Tahir Temim, 
who had been his Haib or vicegerent in Spain, departed to 
the mercy of Allah : he di^ in Andalusia, and that event 
caused infinite sorrow to Aly Ben Jnzef, seeing that Prince 
Temim had ever been his most faithfu^friend and counsellor 
in all the great cares of his reign, consoling him amidst all 
his troubles, which w’-ere very heavy, nay, even almost con- 
tinuous : it was on him indeed that King Aly reposed all 
the cares of government as regarded the Spanish provinces. 
Prince Temim died in the city of Granada, and was buried 
there with much honour. In his place the king sent his 
son Taxfin, who passed over to Spain with five thousand 
Almoravide horse. Having assembled a sufiicient force, the 
Ameer Taxfin then directed his march on the territory of 
Toledo, which he laid waste, and taking the fortress of 
Haeena by storm, he devastated the whole surrounding 
country. 

JNTor were the Christians idle on their part : they gathered 
a large army from Gallicia and Castile, the Christian nobles 
aiding their kings with all their strength, all proposing 
to fail upon the land of Algarve. When their banners 
were assembled, the Infidel host was found to amount 
to many thousand men, and with these they entered 
the territory of Merida, burning the towns, putting the 
inhabitants to death, and driving off the flocks. 
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The Ameer Taxfin hurried to the protection of the 
country with hia Almoravidea, and arriving in the vicinity 
of Bada-joz, the two armies met near the renowned battle- 
field of Zalacca, where the grandfather of Prince Taxfin had 
before defeated the Christian foe. When he found himself 
in face of his enemy, Taxfin, though stfil very young, 
arranged his order of liattle with great ability and intelli- 
gence : he disposed his cavalry and marksmen in closely 
compact and well-placed divisions, himself, with the principal 
Xeques and generals, retaining the command of the main 
body. The army of the Paithful bore very beautiful banners, 
which they carried aloft on their long staves, those of the 
Almoravides being of pure white, with the motto “Xe 
ilia Allah, le galhd illaAllahy The two wings were formed 
by the Andalusians and by certain Cabilas of Africa, the 
right being occupied by the Spanish cavaliers with their 
richly tinted pennons, also very beautiful ; nor were those 
of the left wing inferior, whether in hue or splendour, and 
these last waved over the tribes of Zeneta, Haxima, and 
other Cabilas. 

The two armies cimmenced their movement amidst the 
loud alarm of Atambours and trumpets; the battle was 
quickly begun with terrible impetuosity and fearful cries ; 
it continued through a great part of the day with nearly 
eq^ual fortune on both sides, but at the hour of Adobar 
the Christians began to yield, and Taxfin, perceiving this, 
rode eagerly among his people on all sides, fighting in hia 
own person with admirable valour. The Moslemah becom- 
ing aware of the advantage they were obtaining, then pro- 
claimed the victory as if already obtained, and this dismayed 
the hearts of the foe, on whom the Paithful now fell wdth 
renewed energy, until at length they drove them from the 
field, when a flight commenced which soon ended in 
disorderly rout. The field of battle remained covered with 
corpses, an acceptable feast to the beasts and birds of prey ; 
but the carnage was furthermore increased by the eagerness 
of the pursuit, which was continued by the Moslemah until 
deep in the night This great battle was fought at Pohos- 
Assehab, and Prince Taxfin returning to Cordova, thence 
wrote to his father an account of that fortunate event, 
which took place in the year 620. 
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No long time elapsed, nevertheless, before the Christians 
again returned witli a powerful host, when, directing their 
march towards the mountains of Caraz, they made a cruel 
slaughter on the towns, and plundered the fields of their 
flocks, ill© unhappy dwellers flying before them m terror, 
and taking refuge among the impassable defiles of the hills. 
When Prince Taxfiii received intelligence of these things, 
he convoked his counsel, and inquired of the generals com- 
posing it if they did not think it time to go forth against 
the enemy and protect the frontiers. To this the Xeques 
of the African Cabilas replied: — ‘‘My Lord, either the 
kingdom is ours, and we mean to hold it, or we must bo 
willing to abandon it to tbe Christians ; if it be ours, then 
is it fully time for us to defend it, not regarding the perils 
or difficulties which we may encounter in doing so, but if 
we abandon the same, be sure that G-od will not fail to 
demand an account thereof at our hands.” 

The prince then consulted the Andalusians, who replied^ 
“ This war is one of so nii^ph right and justice, that we 
would fain have thee send us alone to wage it, since none 
would then take share in our glory.” • 

Finally, tbe young commander desired to know the mind 
of the Zenetes and Haxinies, for the enterprise was likely to 
be a difficult and perilous one, when the men of those tribes 
made answer in these words, “ To arms, my lord ! and all 
we ask from thee is this, that if we should die in the battle, 
thou wilt regard our orphans as a father, and care for them 
accordingly.” 

Seeing the excellent dispositions of his people, the prince 
commended their zeal, and assured them that he hoped and 
expected nothing less than a glorious victory for the Mosle- 
man arms. He prepared to set forth accordingly, and con- 
ducted by their scouts and spies, the generals marched 
confidently to seek their foe. 

Now the Christians were lahouring to fortify themselves 
in. Gebel el Cazar, and it was not without extreme difficulty 
that the Moslemah gained the summit of the mountain ; 
hut that done, a sanguinary battle ensued, when the Chris- 
tian force, not being able to maintain itself in order, 
began to take flight among those fearful precipices, over the 
rocks of which no small number of them were hurled to 
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their fate. Tet the difficulty of ihe pursuit caused the 
carnage made among them to he much less than it would 
have been had the asperities of the ground been leas in- 
.superable. The ChriaWns abandoned their baggage and 
tents, with the flocks they had driven off, and the captives 
they had taken; the Moslemah then breaking the bonds of 
thousands of the latter, whom they found chained together 
in bodies of fifty. Another result of this brilliant victory 
was the recovery of some thirty of the most important for- 
tresses in Spain, and that circumstance Prince Taxfin 
added to the account of Ins successes, which ha instiintly 
despatched to the King his father. 

In Africa, meanwhile, three years had passed in quietude, 
because Mohamad Abdallah, called El Mehedi, did not con- 
sider his forces sufficiently recovered to make it safe for them 
to leave the walls of Tinmaul and tlie heights of their rocky 
fastness : hut that time elapsed, he recommenced his 
aggressions with increased fury. El Mehedi appointed 
Abdelmumen Ben Aly, his frie:|jj.d and Yizier, to he Imanm 
of Azala, and despatched him to the territory of Morocco 
at the head of thi^^ty thousand men, with whom he was 
commanded to ravage that district. Ahdelmumon then 
found means to recover to the allegiance of El Mehedi those 
Cahilas which had returned to the rule of Aly Ben Jnzef, — 
the tribes of Hinteta, Qanfysa, and Hezama, namely, with 
some others ; be added much to tbe strength of his army by 
that circumstance, and thus reinforced, pressed forward even 
to the vicinity of Medina Agmat. 

The Ameer Abu Bekir, son of King Aly, went forth to 
the encounter of Abdelmumen with a poworfuJ host, com- 
posed of the Gabilas of Lamtuna, Zanhaga, Haxima, and 
other Almoravide tribes, when there ensued many battles 
and sanguinary skirmishes, which endured for the space of 
eight days : but at length Grod lent His aid to the Almo- 
hades, by whom the Almoravides were broken and defeated, 
Abdelmumen pursuing the discomfited army with a fearful 
slaughter through the whole province, until- he drove the 
shattered remains thereof into Morocco, and compelled them 
to shut themselves up within its walls. The successful 
leader then sat down before the city ; but, striking his camp 
at the end of three days, he suddenly returned to Tmmaul. 
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The siicceases ilius obtained by Abdelmumen Ben Aly took 
place in the moon of Eegeb and the year 624i. 

AYhou the victorious Almohadeg approached Tmmaul, 
El Mehedi went forth in person to meet and receive them, 
and having made himself minutely acquainted with their 
exploits and conquests, ho first expressed his approbation of 
the valour and steadiness they had displayed, bestowing on 
all high praises ; and that done, he gave them to know that 
he had commanded all the people to assemble in the mosquo 
and on the public square, seeing that be then proposed to 
take his final leave of them. 

All were greatly surprised by this resolution, since non© 
could believe it possible that their leader would abandon 
them ; many also became very sorrowful at hearing that 
announcement, because they feared lest the increasing in- 
firmities of El Mehedi, which they had not failed to remark, 
should cause his farewell to be that which men take when 
they are departing for the other world. 

The people having all assembled as they had been com- 
manded to do, El Mehedi appeared among them, preaching 
to the multitude, and exhorting them tg believe in one sole 
God, since that was the duty of every created being from 
the moment he held the command of his reason. He bade 
them lovo the Lord their God with all their mind and with 
all their hearts, enjoined them to call on His Hame daily, 
entreating him to aid and maintain them by Hia mercy in 
the keeping of the Faith, and imploring Him to that end 
in these words r 

“ 0 Lorck God ! Allah the most merciful, Thou who 
knowest our sins, do Thou pardon them ; Thou who knowest 
our wants, Thou satisfy them ; our enemies are known 
to Thee, do Thou avert from us the evils that they may pre- 
pare for US ; Thou shalt suffice to us, since Thou art our 
Lord ; Thou alone shalt suffice to us, since Thou art our 
Protector, as well as our Creator.” 

After these admonitions and good counsels to hia people, 
El Mehedi added that ho was now about to take leave of 
them for ever, since he must very soon die* All wept 
bitter tears at hearing these words , but he consoled them, 
and bade them conform to the will of God, who disposeth 
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all for his creatures as is lest for tlieiu ; and tlierewitHal he 
dismissed them ; but they went away in great sadness. 
The malady of El Mehedi then continued to increase, until 
he passed to the mercy of Grod, — an event which took 
place on Thursday, the 2'5th* of the moon Eamazan, in the 
year 624. 

It was rumoured that El Mehedi had been advised of his 
approaching death, by a personage unknown, cight-and- 
twenty days before its occurrence ; and durmg all his sick- 
ness, public prayer was made for him in the mosque by his 
Yizier and friend, Abdelmumen Een Aly. When he felt 
that his death was now at hand, he called Abdelmumen to 
his presence, and laid on him various injunctions, com- 
mitting to his charge the Book Algefer, which he had 
himself received from the Imaum Abu Hamid Algazali. 
He furthermore directed Abdelmumen Ben Aly as to the 
ceremonies of his funeral, and mentioned even the linen for 
his shroud, requiring his friend to wash his corpse with his 
own hands, and not to permit lym to be buried in any vest- 
ments but the shroud specified by himself. Abdelmumen 
was furthermore exilprted to make the Azala or prayer for 
his departed master ; and finally El Mehedi commanded his 
Vizier to conceal his death for some few days, or until he, 
Abdelmumen Ben Aly, had sufficiently spoken with the 
people in his own name. All these commands were fulfilled 
and accomplished with the utmost exactitude, and as he had 
desired. 

The death of El Mehedi was lamented by alibis followers, 
hnt more than any other by Abdelmumen Ben Aly, who had 
lived so long in his company; — from that time, namely, 
when, hut a very young boy, he went to the school of 
Tahara, a small hamlet in the district of Hanciz, whither he 
was sent by his father, Aly Ben Tali Ben Meruan, to the 
end that he might learn to read in the mosque of that place, 
When El Mehedi afterwards returned from the East, more- 
over, and had met the youth Abdelmumen with hia uncle, 
as before related, he had instantly selected him, being moved 

^ Or, as TaJiye Ben Aimed Ben Omeira informs ns, on tlie 14th 
of that month. — ^CondS* 
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to tliat choice by certain indications of ability and good dis- 
position which he perceived in him, to be his Yizier ; from 
which time Abdelmumen had ever been the person in whom he 
had most''implicitly confided. Thus the latter was with reason 
very sorrowful at his departure, and mourned deeply for the 
loss of his friend. The death of El Mehedi took place at 
the hour of dawn. 

In person the departed ruler was of middle stature, dark 
olive complexion, and almost beardless face ; his hair was 
black, and he had fine eyes. Very seveie, or rather cruel, in 
disposition, he was a pitiless shedder of human blood, 
whether of his enemies or those living beneath his own 
rule ; wheu he deshed to put any man to death with more 
than common severity, it was his custom to have him in- 
terred alive. In battle, El Mehedi was wont to animate 
his people to the fight with the following words, — “ Oh, 
Almohades, ye are the army of God ; ye are the defenders 
of God’s law, and His truth: wherefore, to such of you as 
may remain dead on the fie^d of battle there shall be given 
rewards of such exquisite delight, that ear hath not heard, 
and eyes have not seen, neither hatl^ it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive them.” 

El Mehedi had enjoined on his people a very simple ex- 
pression of faith and form of prayer, insomuch that their 
Azala, being made without any Arrakea or prostration, was 
readily performed at aH times — on the march as they pro 
ceeded, or even in the midst of the battle ; by which means 
he avoided the loss of much time. 


CHAP. XSXI. — Of the oeioin of be mehei)!, and of the exeotion 

OF HIS StrCCESSOK, ABDELMUMEN BEN ALY BEN YALI BEN MEBTJAN. 

Aoookding to Abu Aly Ben Eaxid, El Mehedi derived his 
descent from Abu Talib, the uncle of the Prophet ; and Abu 
Cutham attributes to him the same origin. Abu Meruan, 
a son of the author of “El Salat,” and who subsequently 
abridged that work, says that the name of Ei Mehedi was 
Muhamad, that the additional name of Abu Abdallah was 
TOL. II. 0 0 
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adopted byliinaself ; liis father iras called Thuniur, or, aswe 
find recorded among the men of Barhary, likcrrise Emgar, 
and, as his o£B.ce was to give light, or rather to kindlo tho 
same, in the mosque, he was called, hy way of by-name, 
Asifu, which in their tongue signifies light. 

The name of El Mehedi was not assumed by IMiihamad 
Abu Abdallah until he had begun to gather followers, and 
had caused the people to assemble around him by his preach- 
ing and tho novelty of his doctrines ; nay, he did not take 
it until he was already at tho head of a largo body of men, 
all obeying him as their lord. 

Ahen Gutham, discoursing of the origin and histoiy 
of El Mehedi, relates that he was born in the village of 
Herga, which is in the district of Sus Alaksa, and that 
in the year 500 ho proceeded to Andalusia, commencing the 
study of the Sciences in the city of Cordova. Having com- 
pleted the course prescribed, he then took ship at Almena, 
and departed for the East, where he became a disciple of 
the Imaum Abu Abdallah El H^ami. In Cairo he at- 
tended the lectures of the Imaum Abul Valid of Tortosa., 
and in Bagdad he studied under the great philosopher Abu 
Hamid Algezali, author of the book eidled “ Hiiao Hlumi- 
Edinni,’^ in which he hath taught many things that are con- 
trary to the orthodox opinions. That book was rejected hy 
the Academy of Cordova,, after its doctrines had been well 
examined by that body. The first who reproved and con- 
demned the same was the Cadi of the Aljama of Cordova, 
even Ahmed Ben Hamdin, who pronounced them to be 
heretical; and such was his zeal, that he used all the 
authority he possessed for the purpose of procuring the 
punishment as a heretic of the author himself, even Aha 
Hamid Algezali : he likewise gave an account of the hook to 
the Bang Aly Ben Juzef, by whom the condemnation of the 
work of tjie Eastern philosopher was fully approved and 
sanctioned. King Aly furthermore commanded that all 
hooks written hy that author which could he found in 
Spain and Africa should be publicly burnt ; nay, the same 
commiand was transmitted tficoughout alibis dominions with 
BO much care, that the most rigorous penalties were de- 
nounced against every man who should keep the work in 
his possession, or teach the doctrines* contained therein ; 
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tliese tilings wei'e done, to the end that no memory of those 
errors should he buffered to remain. 

The author of El Salat” affirms that many considered 
the ruin of the Moslemah of the West to have proceeded 
from, and been occasioned by, that condemnation of the 
works of Abu Hamid Algazali; and in respect of that matter 
he relates the following circumstance : — 

At the city of Bagdad, where Algazali was then teaching, 
there arrived a man without a beard, who one day entered 
his school with a linen cap on hia head. Algazali instantly 
remarking the man, whom he perceived to be a foreigner, 
fixed his eyes on him earnestly, and demanded, Of what 
land art thou ?” To which the stranger replied, that he 
was of Sus Alaksa in the West. Then Algazali enquired 
if he Imd not been in the school of Cordova, the best in the 
world : to which the* foreigner made answer in the affirma- 
tive : being furthermore questioned respecting certain 
among the moat famous doctors of that school, and reply- 
ing to those questions witl:^ prompt intelhgence, Ahu Hamid 
Algazali finally enquired if the stranger had seen his book 
“ Of the Eesurrection of the Sciences aiid the Law to which 
the latter also making answer afiirmatively, Algazali next 
desired to know what was said of that work in Cordova and 
other lands of the West. 

To that last question the^foreigner did not dare to reply ; 
hut his embarrassment and the reserve he maintained 
having excited the curiosity of Algazali, the latter insisted 
that he should relate to him with freedom what was said in re- 
lation to thehook, and what had happened in the matter. Theni 
the stranger declared exactly what had occurred, — that the* 
hook of Abu Hamid had been pronounced heretical namely,, 
and publicly burnt in Cordova, after a minute examination i 
by the doctors of the Academy, and when great consultation ' 
had been held by those sages* in respect of the tenets incul- 
cated therein, ite added that this sentence had been executed . 
by order of the King Aly Bon Juzef, not m Cordova only 
hut also in Morocco, Medina Eez, Ciarwan, and many other, 
academies of the West. 

Hearing this, Ahu Hamid Algazali changed colour, and! 
extending his hands towards heaven, hejmade prayer to God 
with trembling lips, against the advisers of that condemna- 
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tion, and against the king who had commanded his hooks to 
he hurnt. At the end of this orison all the disciples of 
Algazali exclaimed, ^'Amen.’* 

Those who were present at the prayer inform ns that the 
words relating to the king were as follows : “ 0 Q-od, my 
Lord, tear to pieces and destroy his kingdom as he hath 
destroyed my hooks, and take from him all the lordships of 
his inheritance.” furthermore we find it related that the 
stranger who had declared the condemnation of Ahn Hamid’s 
workSj and who was no other than Muhamad Ahu Ahdallah 
El Mehedi, standing in the midst of the disciples, then made 
answer and said, “ Oh Imaum, pray to God that he will he 
pleased to accomplish tl^ petition by these my hands and 
Algazali added, Yea, Lord Allah ! he it hy the hands of 
this man.” 'V^ereupon El Mehedi departed after a certain 
time from Bagdad and returned to his native place, whither 
he bore so profound an impression of Algazali’ a prayer on 
his heart that he firmly believed the empire of the Almora- 
vides in Africa would he destroyed hy his means. 

He had thus no sooner reached Mahedia than he began 
to preach his new opipions, insinmcting. the people therein, 
and much exciting the dwellers in that district ; for which 
cause Aeis Ben Nacir desired to punish him, but could not 
get the preacher into his hands ; because the latter, informed 
of his purpose, took flight, repairing to the city of Bugia, 
where he also preached and caused much disorder. 

There the Wali of that city, Ahen Hamid, likewise 
desired to take him and punish him as a disturber of the 
people ; hut again El Mehedi received timely notice and 
concealed himself from the storm, remaining in his hiding- 
place until he found an opportumty for leaving Bugia in 
secret. He next proceeded to Melala, in a hamlet of which 
district it was that he met his disciple and successor, 
Ahdelmumen Ben Aly Ben Tali. 

All the followers of El Mehedi were divided hy him into 
ten classes, — the first and principal class being composed of 
those ten men hy whom he was first proclaimed, as hath 
been related above ; the second was the council of fifty ; the 
third the council of seventy, that last being appointed for 
the settlement of ordinary affairs ; the fourth was the class 
of the Alimes and men of learniug ; the fifth was formed of 
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the Hafizes or traditionaries, who are well represented by 
our writers of history; the sixth was formed of a hierarchy 
selected from his own family ; the seventh were the natives 
of Hcrga, his birthplace; the eighth were the people of 
Tinmaul ; the ninth were the inhabitants of Chirniba ; and 
in the tenth were all the men of war belonging to the 
Cabilas of G-anfysaj Hmtiba, and others, cavalry, cross-bow- 
men, and infantry of all arms included. Each of these 
classes held its place apart in all the assemblies, whether for 
peace or war, during the marches and in the encampments, 
nor was that order of arrangement once disturbed during 
the time of El Mehedi’s government, from his first pro- 
clamation, when the Almohades vowed allegiance to his 
rule, namely, until the day of his death, — a period, according 
to the computation of Tahye Ben Ahmed Aben Omeira, of 
eight years, eight months, and thirteen days. 

Certain books have been attributed to El Mehcdi, with 
poems, the last being principally verses composed in praise 
of his vizier and successor, "Abdelmumen Ben Aly. 

Of the ten companions of El Mehedi by whom he had 
first been proclaimed, four alone remfiined at his death, the 
other six having died in battle with the Almoravides : these 
men now determined to confide the whole government to 
one of their number, to the end that the sovereignty which 
in defiance of the powerful King of Morocco they had 
established at the cost of so much blood and so many 
labours, might be the more easily mamtained and defended. 
They consequently took counsel with the cavaliers of the 
two assemblies of the fifty and the seventy, when all agreed 
to choose the Vizier of El Mehedi, Abdelmumen Aben Aly 
(one of those four companions of their departed ruler who 
still survived), to command them in his place. 

And if in this election there were neither disagreements 
nor diversities of opinion, that was in part attributable to 
the admirable virtues of Abdelmumen Ben Aly, but partly 
also to the recollection of that favour with which El Mehedi 
had honoured and distinguished him above them all. Every 
man knew well that their departed teacher had rejoiced 
in the deeds of arms performed by Abdelmumen, and in the 
presence of all his followers had frequently expressed his 
sense of the high qualities of Ms Vizier, declaring the hopes 
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which he founded thereon; nay, El Mehedi had more than 
once affirmed that while Abdelmumen Ben Aly lived he had 
no fear respecting the fate of their empire. 

All, therefore, as by divine inspiration, concurred to exalt 
the Vizier to be their uncontroled commander and absolute 
lord, saluting him by the august titles of Caliph and Ameer, 
Amumimn, or Prmce of the Faithful. His three com- 
panions were the first to offer him the oath of allegiance ; 
they were followed by the councils of fifty and seventy, after 
Twhom aU the Almohades took the oath in like manner. 

The Abbreviator of the African historians describes this 
.-election in a maimer wherein there are some notable 
I differences, and although I do not esteem his relation to be 
- of equal worth with that of Yahye Ben Ahmed Ben Omeira, 
which I have hitherto followed, yet as he. is of such high 
.authority among the Arabians I wiU not omit his account. 
He relates the matter on this wise ;~— 

The death of El Mehedi was not made known among 
:the Africans for some tune after it had taken place, being 
concealed, either by the order of Mehedi himself, or by 
.the care of his Vizier fiLbdelmumen Aben Aly, who proposed 
to the members of the Council of Ten, still sorrowing, that 
they should acknowledge him as the successor of El Mehedi, 
seeing that the latter had so willed and commanded. Amd 
this decree of their late ruler they were not unwilling to 
fulfil, according to some authors, while, according to othefrs, 
each man pretended that El Mehedi hsid appointed himself 
to be his successor ; and there consequently ensued much 
discord between them. Thereupon the tribes began to 
divide into factions ; and this proceeded to so dangerous an 
extent that there was cause to fear the destruction of the 
state from their violenco ; whereupon, becoming alarmed by 
the prospect of that disunion, the companions agreed to 
elect Abdelmumen Aben Aly.” 

The author of the book called “ The Princes” relates that 
event in the manner which follows : — The death of El 
Mehedi was concealed during the .space of three years, for 
he did indeed survive the defeat which had been siifibred by 
the Almohades but a very short time, his malady haviug 
been much aggravated by the grief which that misfortune 
occasioned him, and the siclmess then afflicting him 
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increasing until he died. But this event was known to 
Ahdelmnmen Abcn Aly alone, and the Vizier contrived to 
govern in the name of El Meliodi as if he had been still 
alive. During this time Abdelmiimen Bon Aly was bringing 
np a young lion, wdiicli he taught to caress and fawn upon 
him, and he likewise took a bird, which ho instructed to 
utter phrases in the tongues of Arabia and Barbary, — certain 
words, that is to say, which signified “Abdelmiimen is the 
defender and support of the state.” When he had com- 
pleted the education of these animals, and considered that 
the bird was sufficiently perfect in its speech and the lion 
in its flatteries, he caused a spacious hall to be constructed 
in a bouse which he possessed outside Tinmaul, and in the 
centre of the same was erected a column, on the summit of 
which the cage of the bird was placed : he likewise provided 
a suitable concealment for his lion in this hall, wherein he 
proposed that the principal Xeques of the Almohades should 
assemble- 

Ono day, therefore, that the councils and the people were 
congregated within the building, Abdelinumen ascended 
the Miinbar which had been erectedffor the harangues, and 
which served at the same time as the secret cage for the 
lion. Thence the Vizier of El Mehedi addressed himself to 
the people; he gave thanks to Grod, uttered benedictions 
on the Prophet, and extolled their departed ruler, El 
Mehcdi, on whom he implored the Divine Mercy. He 
then prayed that the same might be extended over him- 
self and all who heard him ; wHch done, ho announced the 
death of their loader, and condoled with the people on the 
great loss which they, as well as he, had sustained. The 
lamentations then made among the assembled Almohades 
were very gi’cat, but Abdelmumen Ben Aly said to them : 
“ Nay, hut the Imaum is in a more blessed condition, and 
wishes only that among you, whom he hath left behind 
him, there shall he no discord or disunion. He desires 
that we should not yield to our passions nor be governed 
by considerations ot* personal interest, but proceeding as 
becomes true Almohades, should concur to elect a Caliph 
Ameer who may defend and rule us, that our enemies do 
not destroy our empire.” 

Having thus spoken, he remained silent, and while the 
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Xeq[uea, with the rest of those present, also held their 
peace, undecided and perplexed, the bird exclaimed in a 
clear and distinct voice : “ Honour, victory, and power, to 
our Lord the Caliph Ahdelmuinen A.hen Alj, Prince of the 
Faithfiil; he is the defence and support of the empire.” 

At the same moment Abdelmumen drew the fastenings 
which held the concealed door of the lion^s cage, when the 
animal mstantly sallied forth into the midst of the hall: 
seeing this, the whole assembly were greatly terrified, the 
animal showing its teeth, lashing its sides with its tail, 
and glaring around with eyes that sparkled as with fire. 
The frightened people would fain have fled, but none 
dared move, when Abdelmumen advancing w-ith calm 
serenity faced the lion, which changed its menacing attitude 
to one of great humility, as it had been instructed to do. 
After a few moments thus spent, the subjugated animal, ap- 
proaching gently, caressed and licked the hands of its master. 

The Almohades, beholding that prodigy, then proclaimed 
Abdelmumen Ben Aly their Caliph with one voice, de- 
claring that they neither could nor ought to hope for a 
clearer manifestation if the Divine Will, or of that of their 
Imaum El Mehedi. They consequently took the oath of 
allegiance to their new Caliph that same day, the lion 
following him whithersoever he went. Nay, even to the 
house of prayer did the animal accompany his lord ; and that 
lion contributed to the exaltation of a prince who subse- 
quently exalted Islam. The circumstances here described 
gave occasion to those excellent verses of Ahi Aly Anas, 
wherein he has a passage to the following effect : — 

1. The fierce lion, with erected mam, was thy aid to 
mount the throne. 

3. The birds take human voices to laud thy virtues and 
proclaim thee Ameer I 

3. Well, therefore, art thou entitled to call thyself hence- 
forward, Bimrallah, King of Kings !* 

The oath of allegiance was taken to Abdelmumen by the 
three councils on Thursday the 13th day of Bamazan in 
the year 524 ; but the solemn and public act of allegiance 

* Ameer Bimrallah : king by the command of Gl-od, or by the eraco 
cf God.— Condi ^ 
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did not take plaeo iintil two years afterwards, and was 
performed on Priday the 20fch day of Itebie Priinera, in 
the year 526. The oath was first taken by the fifty 
Almohado Xeqnes ; these were followed by all the people, 
congregated for that purpose in the Aljama of Tmmaxil. 
The festival was celebrated under happy auguides, and on 
that day the star of felicity which had shone so long for 
the Almoravides^ became obscure ; nay> then fortune then 
abandoned them,' seeing that the illustrious prince, whose 
exaltation is here described, obtained signal victories over 
them, and made himself master of their States. With 
infinite glory he conquered all the land of Alinagreb and 
Africa, even to Barca. The whole country of Spain, with 
its dependencies, also fell under his rule ; Abdolmumen Ben 
Aly being ultimately proclaimed sovereign of those varying 
climes in all the Almimbares of the numerous mosques. 


CHAP. XXXII. — Of the viotoey obtained by king alfonso over 

THE MOSLEMAII, AND OF THE CON30LATOET EPISTLE BENT BY TUB 
FAKIB ABY ZACABIA TO PllINCE TAXFIN, WUO HAD ESCAPED THE 
DEATH WHICH MENACED HIM. 

Tun war against the Christians was meanwhile continued 
in Spain by Prince Taxfin with varying success ; but he was 
finally defeated in a great battle by Alfonso, King of the 
Christians, and very few of the Almoravidcs escaped that 
day from his avenging sword. The Christians obtained 
possession of the Moslemah camp, the brave Taxfin main- 
taining himself to the last with admirable steadiness, though 
surrounded by but few of his people and exposed to the 
fierce attacks of the enemy’s cavalry, men sheathed in iron 
and shining in armour of bronze. Yet not all his eiforts 
could avail to recover the battle, although he did not suffer 
himself to be intimidated by the horrors of that cruel 
carnage, nor disturbed by the perils in which his own 
person was placed, but retired fighting valiantly, as doth 
the wounded pard when pursued by the ardent company of 
the hunters. 

On the occasion of this sanguinary battle, the Alcatib, or 
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secretary, of Prince Tasfin, the Paki Abu JZacaria, wrote a 
long poem in elegant verse, in which he laboured to 'console 
his lord for the defeat and misfortune of that day, and 
congratulated him on having escaped therefrom with life. 
He furthermore depicts the vicissitudes of tbe fortune of 
arms, the perils of war, and the stratagems used in the 
same, adding many remarks on military alfans. The letter 
of 23aC‘aria is in substance as follows : — 

Illustrious monarch • great and strong in arms I 
Wlio among all thy followers o’er hath shown 
Valour and skill m combat hke to tlime ? 

Who, eager to engage the faithless foe, 

Whether by hand ot might or cautious wile, 

Hath proved himself thmo equal in the field ? 

W^hether at rising of the roseate morn 
Or in deep darkness of the murkiest night, 

Who like thyself^ with heart that owns no fear, 

On the dread path h?.th held his stedfaat way, 

When e’en the bravest of our bravo bath owned 
Wild throbs of terror darling through his breast ? 

• 

Yet have ofur warriors proved tlieir might of hmrt 
In many a fearful strifo. Hlood-atamed and fierce. 

How rage they, cager-eyed, the battle through, 

Half hidden by the dust that is but slaked 
In the red rain of glory * Prom bright dawn, 

Pj’on to black night, they hold them on thesir wary, 

And yet — not night ! — the hghtmng of their arms 
Hath formed a bJighter day, and the full splendour 
Of their great deeds hath poured a fairer hght, 

As, guided by the fires of holy zeal, 

They seek the Christian foe. Hold they advance 
To the dread contest of the open field ! 

Or, wily now as valiant, cautious come 
To form the secret ambush, and await 
The misboheving horde in patient stiHness. 

How turn some few their backs upon the fight, 

Seeking with cow’ard step their base lives’ safety. — 

Tlien thousands fall a prey to death unsparing, 

And thousands more must fall ! But see * oiu* brethren 
Come rushmg to their aid. With sheltering arm 
Those turn the battle and oppose a front 
Pixm as the rock — resistless as the torrents 
That plunge impetuous down to seek the plains 
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Now is the strilc renewocl ^ thick fall llio blows f 
And nrcn ccrrslois leave the bosom bare, 

Ab cleft beneatli tlic rutihless stroke they fat], 

Those bngfht ams sounding on the startleil soil. 

Tlio frequent, hoof'clang bids the seared earth tremble 
As the in*oud wardiorbo, thundering, ajiurns the iield. ; 
The sharp knee revels m the quivering Ileah , 

The sword drinks deep of gore, and mid the waves 
Of that red lake 11 lo warriors plunge amain 
{As camels, mad with thirst, invade the streams) 
Seeking to quoncli their rage amidst the flow 
That gushes ceascleBs forth from gaping wounds, 

Oped by the rutlilcsa bkdo and ready knee. 

But theirs is thirst that not the night’s oool dews 
Avail to quench ; the drops that fall in blessing 
On the fair flowering mead, do but oflbnd 
Their hot and dust-soilod lips ; for now the rage 
Is that of hungry and ferocious w'olves 
Contending with the fierce and sullen bear. 

Blind with tboir fury, where they plant the foot 
They rock not, they 1 and on the faithless sward 
Of that red field they fall Amidst the gore ! 

The Christians near the lofty tents, an^now 
Through many a noble heart the lances piereo 
Their eager w^ay ; high waves the flashing sword ; 
Confusion reigns around I Nor force avails, 

Nor weU-pknncd stratagem, that oft hath changed. 
The face of many a battle, seeming lost — 

Tot turned by timely craft to victiory. 

Nor thou, my king, believo flint wiles of war 
Are less than laudable. The foe to blind 
By wclbfoigned arts is not a worthless skill, 

But hath been ever used, and over praised, 

(Since battle raged on earth. The leader sage 
And practised in the sanguinary game 
Of glonous war, yea, captains great as thou, 

Have still invented sucli, and over sought 
The aid of stratagem. 0 thou ! the bravest 
Of all the bravo who joy lu thy command, 

Hear mo, and lot my feeble voice expound 
The lessons that expcricneo wise hath taught ! 

!Few ore thy years, but every one brings light ; 

To-day thou art more wise tlian yest^ay, 

And each new day shall see thy worth increase. 
Adding a power to that its eve beheld. 
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Hear then my words ■ He who is called in youth 
To lead the ranks of war, must learn to meet 
With cheek unblenched the fiercest of the fight ; 

To meet and smiling dare ; the clarion’s voice 
Must learn to list unmoved ; the startling cries 
Of men that rush infuriate on their foe 
Give him no dread ; the lightning flash of arms 
His eyes must bravo undazzled j the wild clangour 
Of blows, that rend the panoply and reach 
The heart beneath, his ears undaunted hear. 

The whirlwind rush of horsemen, wheeling swift 
To right — to left — before him and about 
In fierce array, must not amaze his mind. 

And ho must meet the shock all undismayed, 

E’en though from every side the warriors conic, 

Blood-stained and hot, in clouds of dust involved, 

Baging around him as do thunder clouds 
Wlien the fierce elements hold angry war. 

This for the soldier ; but my words are now 
Of leaders, 0 my king, and of such counsel 
As generals use to take The wiles of war 
Practised by great commanded, and such prmces 
As love the lore of arms, and like thyself 
Bear the high m»d of noble and of warrior. 

And now, not that I hold myself a leader 
Of practised worth in battles, shalt thou hear me, 

But that I am thy servant true, and know 
How many a famous captain hath maintained 
The glory of our Faith, by well used skill 
In those proved arts, and how full oft the field 
Hath owed its cry of 'Victory’ to the power 
Obtained by timely craft. Wherefore, Oh king, 

I proffer to thine ear these counsels grave, 

Which I do pray thee hear with favouring mind. 

Seek ever for thy camp the fairest ground, 

Give it broad space, with entrance and with exit 
Well placed and fitly guarded. Sliouldst thou fear 
The sudden onslaught of a practised foe, 

Trench it around with deep and ample fosse. 

If in the field thou followest on the track 

Of flying enemies — or, in thy turn 

Art by the same pursued — see that thou leave 

Ho field, no hamlet undestroyed. Swift fly 

Thy hght-armed troopers through the neighbouring lands, 

Burning the towns, and from outlying farms 

Bearing all product. Feign thou oft assault, 
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A^Tbich shall but scare the foo, and not assail. 
Frequent and bright let fires tlio night illume 
Around tho camp where thou hast uiado thy lair. 

And still by day let veiling smoke arise 

In lofty columns round thy well-watched leaguer. 

And on the heights that circumscribe thy seat. 

Useful are all these feignings, they maintain 
Fear in tho foe, and keep his liarasscd bands 
In ceaseless watchfulness of that worst kind 
That breeds anxiety, and makes him dread 
To push his boldness further : these give check 
Full oft to such incursions as might olso 
Have proved thy bane, and worked thco utmost woe. 

Within thy camp, do thou permit no place 
To hordes of worthless idlers. To the battle 
Lead none but him, tho brave and hardy soldier 
Whose arm shall prove thy stay. Him only take 
Who looks to gam the guerdon of his valour 
From his king’s favourmg hand, or in that life 
Where Paradise provides him joys eternal. 

Ere thou dost offer battle the foe. 

Do thou dispose thy troops upon the field 
With ample verge and sjmee j or, if th3iflank 
Present theo place for ambush, be that shelter 
Kot lightly disregarded. Thy close bands 
Place in no narrow way, wherein thy movements 
May suffer lack of space. Still less endure 
To lose the value of thy horse by choice 
Of such position, or of any site 
Where thy bold cavaliy impede tho action 
Of the brave foot, destroying their effect, 

And leaving thus thy battle shorn of half 
The force that it should offer to tho foe. 

Be strong on every side that forms thy host, 

The front, the roar, tho flanks : all four bo guarded 5 

And let thy good reserve be also cared for 

With heedfid mind that leaves no point unmarked. 

The general’s place is in tho midst. The life 
And soul of all is he, and his due stand 
Is in tho centre. As the human heart, 

Which gives to all tho frame vigour and movement, 
So is the captain, and should so be placed. 

Thy generals to the front despatch, for they 
Are as the eyes and guides to all the host. 

Let those who follow in the foremost ranks 
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Be ever of the hra^rest and moat practised 
In all the terrors- and the toils of war. 

The more conspicuous ensigns of thy state 
Bo not thou wear in battle, Oh, my kmg ; 

Suffice it thee that thou art known to those 

Of thine immediate following, and the few 

Who bear thy liigh commandments through the host* 

Hast thou the greater power, then hide thou that 
From the proud foe. But is his might the greaterj 
Seek to deceive him, and beware of ambush. 

Bor much doth love the Infidel the wiles 
Of that deceit. 

Ere the stern fight begins 

Look well to what is in thy rear. Beep marshes 

And fordlesa rivers never can be there 

But to thy peril'. See too that no fort 

Bestricts thy backward path, and in retreat 

Let the firm rear-guard well perform its task. 

Eor ho who holds compact his force, retiring 
Shalt oft become the asaailant,*and again 
Eacmg the enemy, ensure defeat 
To him who thou^t the victory in his hand, 

As oft our nohlb captaans weE have proved. 

When, doubtful of thy force, thou aeest the issue 
Of battle menacmg, and' canst not hope 
To call thyself the conqueror, let delay, 

Concealed with art, assist thee. Show no terror, 

But lingering long till evening hours approach 
Then first begin the fight. "V^en once engaged 
Let no weak fears be visible. Eaint heart 
Let none detect m the© • for if thy fears 
Be marked by those thou leadest, be thou sure 
That blank dismay shall seize them, and thy bands 
Eouted shall fly the field. If in deep ways 
And narrow defiles thou thy foe engage, 

Keep well tliy ranks together, the last files 

Holding compact . thus the determined fight 

Equal shalt thou mamtain. Let Mow on blow 

Eail fast and fierce ; let thousand deaths surround thee; 

Yet blench not thou I^’ay, fan the fierce flame higher, 

As whirlwinds raise th© clouds to heaven. Thy swords 
Let them be gleams of lightning, and thy lances 
Cease not from piercing hearts. Now rage the warriors 
Tearing each other as do ravonmg wolves 
Or hears m maddest fury. Thou meanwhile, 
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Thy wal chful eye well ^^uording every point, 

Shalt care for all, and that which best shall aid them 
Provide with steady forethought, swift, and sure. 

So shiilfc thou win the general’s highest name, 

And so arrive at that wluch is the summit 
Of hope, fair Victory, aim of thy desiro. 

Tf in the fight some fault hath been committed,, 

But not with ill intent, let not the man 

Who thus hath oiTod in service, feel thmo anger j 

And show liim not those looks that wound the heart. 

Ifis general’s glance of anger deeply grieves 

The bravo man’s soul, hut if no act of mark 

Thou more const hope from him who once hath failed thee, 

Confide the work to liands of greater power. 

But never let those darkened looks appear 
Wluch tell too clearly of ammd di&turhed. 

When these the general shows, his prudent followers 
Note them, and there are those who with sharp words, 
That wound as keenest swords, wdl scornfid say, 

“ Hast thou the leader’s troubled aspect marked 
Yet thou, 0 noble race of eld Zanhaga, 

Wlien Imth thy heart known fear? w^henhath base thought 
Of terror found an entrance to thy broq^ ? 

Sons of the Desert ! arc yo not as lions 

Who roam the waste with watchful eyes, and guard 

With equal care green vale and dusky wood ? 

What, then, hath seized the King ? Have ye, then, faded 
Tn aught that duty craves, or to bis banners 
Proved treacherous, that Ids eyes are frowning thus 

The prudent general sees, bnt shows not all : 

The valiant leader forms tbo quick resolve, — 

And lus resolves are firm Ho know's no fear, 

Nor will he turn his back in shameless flight. 

But evil chance may well befall the bravest ; 

Nay doth, as late wo proved. Man, who is mortal. 

Cannot bo always happy. One alone, 

Thy grandsiro Juzef, held the power to chain 
Unstable fortune on his banners only 
Hath victory hung unmoved, until the day 
When Allah grauted equal fate to hun, 

^y thy father, but to none beside. 

Of this there still are memories, suoh as time 
Can ne’er ofiace. But wherefore hast thou faded, 

The brave and generous Taxfin— changeful Fortune ? 

The noble, liberla, humane, and just, 



400 


DOMIiriOK or TEE ARABS IN SPAIN. [a.D. 1130-2. 

Benoficonl to all, and ever good, — 

How couldstthou fly, capricious power, and turn 
To grace lus enemy, who in our loss 
Hath found advantage ? E’en thine eyes should weep 
Eor his misfortune ; since Ins heart hath found 
Strength to subdue the suffering it hath felt, 

And thou hast not beheld the gnef he bears ! 

UVTio but must marvel at an ago so tender 
To find BO much of force ? The grievous chance 
Of feh defeat, the combat wild and fierce, 

The cruel carnage, have not power to move 
His constant heart. With aspect stiU serene. 

And firmest will, he gives his high commands, 
disposing all thuigs in those moments dread 
As in the calm of sweet security. 

Tet aU the pressure of the stern occasion 
Ho saw, and felt, and mourned. Its perils all, 

And grave results in future times, lay clear 
Before his hen 5 yet left him unappalled. 

Then too, when aE was ended, to the guilty 
A generous pardon did he not Extend ? 

Proof of his soul’s true greatness : who save he 
Had shunned to »eet the justly earned reproof, 

Whose righteousness the sufferer’s self must own ? 

One word of counsel more. Oh, noble Taxfin, 

Weh doth it suit the purposes of war 

At times to send false summons through thy camp 

Of force superior in the foe, of wiles 

That he prepares to practise, of attacks 

Nightly to be expected, of surprises 

And fierce assaults in darkness j for thy people, 

Accustomed thus to thought of constant peril, 

Shall learn to brave the danger when it comes 
In truth and presence. When the night obscure 
Brings the fierce enemy around thy camp. 

They who might else have filled thy soldiers’ hearts 
WjLth dread and fear, now, meetmg brave repulse, 

And, in them turn assailed, shall fly dismayed 
prom t]iy brave troopers, and their lances’ point 
Shall mark the shoulders of the baffled tram. 

And now bethink thee ; hast thou not full oft 
Wrung victory from the banners of the foe ? 

Hast thou not called thyself lord of his holds. 

And made his land thy conquest. Of his captains 
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Hast tliou not seen tbe bravest ilee beforo tliee, 

And broUif^bt Ina most renowned and noblest loaders 
' To yield them to thy sword ? Yea, and full oft ' 

Illustrious youth, thou art our best of blessings ; 

Thy hfe is all oijr hope ; thy future triumphs 
And radiant victories make glad the hearts 
Of all who love theo. Thou, and only thou, 

Art the dehght and treasure of thy people - 
In thee wo find our best and firmest bold. 

Joy to the world, and to tho nations joy • 

!For thou art safe We oifibr grntulations 
To all for that great blessmg. Thou art safe ! 

And lo ! methinks I see the enemy 
Ahoady changed in fate ' Who shall declare 
That yet he may not yield ? The rocks and mountains 
May well fall on him ; eagles and fierce vultures 
May fitly tear the heart of him who fain 
Would bring our country lo the dismal phght 
That not m aU'tho land of Spam should breathe 
One soul lo sound tho praises of our Gl-od. 

Thrice noble Tasfin, Allah grants that thou 
Shalt still remain to be thy people’s hope, 

Their shield, and the protection of HS Law. 

' May Gl-od preserve thee— may the mighty hand 
Which guardoth all who well invoke His aid, 

Placing in Him alone their trust and hope, 

Bo still thy guard, Oh joy of all thy people ! 


CHAP. SXXIII — Waes in A]?itiaA n'KTWEm Tins awohades and 

THE AliMOIlAVIDEa WAES IN SPAIN BETWEEN THE MOSDEMAH AND 
THE OHEIBTIANS. ETJLOCtIUM OE THE ALMOEATIDES AND THEIB 
OHIEES. 

In tlie year 524, and in tlie moon Xaban of tliat year, Abu 
Meruan Abdelmclic, called Amad Dolab, King of Saragossa, 
died in Iris fortress of Hot-Alyehud, wliicb is situate in the 
East of Spain. That inaccessible stronghold, the asylum 
and common retreat of the kings liis ancestors, had long 
been the rcsidoneo of Amad-Dolah, who was utterly abhorred 
by Ills subjects, on account of tho compact and alliance into 
which he had entered with tho Kiug of the^ Christians, 
voxi. II. n I) 
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Alfonso Ben Eaymond Asulatain ; nay, they could not 
endure with patience the sight of their sovereign presenting 
gifts to the ruler of the Infidels, and assisting him in his 
wars with the Almoravides. 

Ahu Giafar Ahmed, called Seif-Dolah, succeeded to his 
father, Amad-Dolah, in the administration of the state, and 
in the evil counsels which had disgraced the previous reign ; 
>~nor had he been three years on the throne before he had 
made over to the enemy all the fortresses by which the 
eastern frontier of Spain had to that time been defended. 
He called himself Almostansir* Billah, and Almostainf 
BiUah ; but God did not see fit either to aid him or favour 
him, because of his base and cowardly alliance with the 
Christians ; wherefore the dynasty of the Beni-Hud, so 
powerful in earlier times, was seen to arrive at its close in 
his person. 

In Africa, the war between the Almoravides and the 
Almohades was commenced anew by Ahdelmumen Aben 
Aly ‘ that sovereign having first taken order for the good 
government of Tinmaul and tBe tribes dependent on his 
rule, then wrote to his Xeg^ues, convoking them to the field, 
and assembling his people with the determination to renew 
the Holy War against the Kiag of Morocco. He took 
coimsel with his generals as to the mode in which he might 
most advantageously employ his troops, and resolved at 
length to direct their march on the Comareas of Alziga. 

That question decided, Abdelmumen left his city of 
Tinmaul with thirty thousand men, departing from the gates 
on Thursday, the 24th of the moon Eebie Primera, in the 
year 526, He made rapid progress in the district which he 
first assailed, taking possession of the towns and subjugating 
the people with but shght resistance. Over the tribes by 
whom he was to a certain extent opposed, Ahdelmumen 
also obtained victory after victory, and made conquest upon 
conquest. Entering the territory of Tesala, he occupied 
the city of Herva, subjugating to his arms the inhabitants of 
Yelad Tifar, Yelad Pezan, Yelad Guyuza, and other districts ; 
after which he passed forward until he had attained the 


* The asBistecl of G-od. 


t The favoured of God. 
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city of Morocco itself, before ’which he fixed his camp, in. 
the moon Xewal, of the same year 526. 

Having assaulted the 'walls of the capital during several 
davs, Abdelmumen Een Aly then passed onto Velad Tedula, 
■which he took by storm ; he next directed his march on 
Deratj and from that city he proceeded to the tovra, of Sale. 
When the inhabitants of the last-named place heard that he 
was approaching, they came peacefully forth to meet him, 
oifering him their allegiance, and placing themselves beneath 
the shelter of his faith and protection. Abdelmumen there^ 
upon took possession of the city, which he entered on 
Saturday, the 24th of the moon Dylhagia, in the year 525. 
In the following year, the victorious leader continued his 
conquests, and before the close of the year 527 he had sub- 
jugated all the district of Teze. 

In Spain, the Ameer Taxfin continued to make war upon 
the Christians, with whom he was engaged m a fierce con- 
test upon all his frontiers; but the astute Alfonso Ben 
Eaymund succeeded by means of the wicked treaties made 
with him by Almostansir BiUah Abu G-iafar Ahmed Ben 
Hud Saif-Dolah, King of Saragossa, im obtaining possession 
of Alyehud, with many other very important fortresses 
of eastern Spain. Almostansir Billah received in return a 
large portion of the territory of Toledo, with the half of 
that city, and to this agreement, which was made in the 
moon of Dylcada, and the year 527,* Abu Giafar Almos- 
tansir was moved, principally by the fear lest his own sub- 
icets. in their abhorrence of his treaties and alliances with 
the King Alfonso Ben Baymond, should surrender those 
fortresses to the Almoravides. He was besides apprehen- 
sive that he should not be able to maintain himself in his 
sovereignty of the states transmitted to him by his fathers, 
if that tyrant should deprive him of his friendship, as he not 
unfrequently threatened to do. 

Inflated by these advantages, which rendered him very 
powerful on the shores of the Cinga and Seguira, the 
enemy of Allah, even Alfonso Ben Eaymond, sallied forth 
with a well-appointed army from Mekinesa, and advanced 

* This is the date given by Abdel Halim. Aleodai, on the contrary., 
aiHrms that these treaties were madem 534 . but Alfonso Ben Baymond 
was not then living. — Conde, 
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to Medina Praga, to which city ho laid close siego. This 
place is of great strength hy the natural disposition of the 
^ite, being constructed on the summit of a range of rocks 
■which are cut through in many parts by torrents ; the 
bravery of the Moslemah by whom it was defended, added 
greatly, moreover, to that strength, insomuch that Aifonso 
could do nothing of importance, and the siege was much 
prolonged. In the skirmishes which were occasionally 
fought, there were sanguinary and obstinate contests 
between those of the Christian camp and the Moslemah, 
not a few of whom then obtained the rewards of martyrdom. 
At this tune the Wali of Lerida was Abcn Gania; and that 
leader, knowing what was passing at the siege of Medina 
Praga, went forth with a chosen body of cavalry to cut off 
the enemy’s supplies and intercept whatever provisions 
might be proceeding to tbe camp of the Christians. Then 
it pleased God that on a certain day, when tho Moslemah of 
Medina Praga were engaged in one of those combats with 
the Christians which have befoi?e been alluded to, and had 
assailed tbe enemies of Allah in their own camp, that the 
cavalry and other forces led by Aben Gania approached the 
scene of strife. The King Alfonso, perceiving that body 
of horsemen coming towards his camp at full speed with 
the manifest purpose of attacking his people, drew off a part 
of the Christian host, and marched o-ut to meet Aben Gama ; 
but Ins troops could not withstand the impetuous onset of 
the new comers. Those valiant Almoravides broke and de- 
feated the Christians, who fled dismayed and routed after a 
horrible slaughter, very few of them escaping the death. 
„That cruel destroyer of the Moslemah, King Alfonso, him- 
'self was among the first of the slam, and the field remained 
covered with corpses to be tbe food of wild beasts and birds 
of prey. Then Aben Gania wrote an account of that fortu- 
nate event and glorious victory to tbe Ameer Taxfin, who 
rejoiced much in tho relation thus transmitted to him. The 
-day of Praga became one of renown among the faithful, and 
not without good cause ; neither was it forgotten by the 
Christians. This important battle was fought in the 
year 528. 

But the fortune in arras of Aly Ben Juzof, King of 
Morocco, was altogether the contrary to that implied hy 
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tlio battle of Praga, and liis Almoraviilo generals per- 
petually compelled to yield to tlie forces of Abde^Wwm^ 
Ben jVly, Prince of tbo Almobades. The continual 
thus endured' by King Aly, the subjugation of his proTinces, 
and tho calamities inseparable from* an unsuccessful war, ex- 
hausted tho vast treasures of Aly Ben Juzef, while the 
revenues and imposts were grievously diminished by the loss 
of so many Cabilas ; and to add to the general distress, a 
great famine afflicted the whole land of Mauritania, where 
the oppressed people began to give evidence of much 
discontent. 

In this mournful condition of things, certain of tho noble 
Almoravidca advised their Kmg to declare his son, the 
Prince Taxfin, the future sovereign of the empire, since all 
men knew that Ameer to be a man of great understanding, 
as well as infinite bravery. He w^as besides very famous for 
the exploits and deeds of arms ‘which he had performed in. 
Andalusia ; nay, many experienced generals wore found to- 
affirm of Prince Taxfin that if he had been supplied with 
due succours of men from Africa, his valour and persistence,, 
with his long practice in war, must lAve insured the subju- 
gation of all Spain from sea to sea. It was furthermore 
added, that in all his encounters and battles with the Chris-, 
tians he had never been defeated but onco — even that once 
being by an accident, and with heavy loss to the enemy- 
King Aly tlioreforo agreed to that proposal, and sent letters 
to Prince Taxfin, desiring him to pass over at once into Africa, 
where tho necessities of the times demanded his presence, 
which was more especially required to oppose the new King 
of the Almohades, who was going through the land 
triumphant and victorious. 

In tho year 52S, Abdelmumen Ben Aly solemnised the 
festival of his accession to empire, and assembling the 
Xeques of all the tribes who owed him pbedionce in his city 
of Tinmaul, he was there proclaimed Ameer Amuminin, or 
Prince of tho Moslemah. He likewise commanded that new 
money should be then coined, and in honour of El Mehedi 
he determined that his name should be placed thereon. The 
silver coin bore on one side, “ There is no Q-od but Allah ; 
all empire is in Q-od ; there is no power but in Grod I” 
with the phrases that follow', on the other : “ AUah is our 
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Lord; Muhamad our Apostle; El Mehedi our Imaum!” 
and further to distinguish his coins from those of the Almo- 
rayideSj Ahdelmumen caused those now in question to he 
made of a square form. These things being done, the new 
sovereign departed to the district of Teze, where, in the year 
529, he founded the city of Eahaut-Teze, in the planning 
and arrangement of which he employed the whole of bhe 
year. 

Prince Taxfin was meanwhile continuing his campaigns 
against the Christiana with tolerably good fortune, and in 
the year 530, havmg encountered them at Eohos Atia, he 
engaged them in a sanguinary battle, wherein they were 
defeated with fearful loss ; he likewise took many captives 
and much spoil, recovering at the same time a considerable 
number of the fortresses which had been held by the 
Christians. 

In that same year of 530, the "Wali of Q-ranada, Mu- 
hamad Ben Said Ben laser, who governed that city for the 
Almoravides, built a magnificent» house therein, which was 
constructed entirely of marble, insomuch that it appeared 
to be a royal palace. likewise made delicious gardens, 
adorned with numerous fountains whose vases were of 
jasper and alabaster. 

In the year 531, Prince Taxfin made an incursion on the 
territory of Huebte and Alarcon, when the city of Cuenca 
rebelled against the Almoravides and attacked the garrison. 
The prince therefore entered that place hkewise sword in 
hand, after an obstinate resistance ; and having finally taken 
the citadel by assault, he put all the inhabitants to death, 
without sparing a man. It was at this time that the Ameer 
received those letters from Africa wherein his father de- 
scribed to him the deplorable condition of the Almoravide 
dominions in that country, summoning Prince Taxfin to his 
aid, and- expressing the hope and confidence of ameliora- 
tion to be elFected by his bravery and good fortune. 

About the same period, Abu Talib Abdelgebar of Xucar 
composed certain verses,* in which he celebrated the praises 
of the Almoravides, and more especially those of the illus- 

* These verses would seem to have been written after the death of 
King Aly, the father of Taifin. — Conde. 
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trious Prince Taxfln. Ben Aly Abcn Juzef. These are such 
that for their exccllenco they merit to ho made known to 
posterity, and arc in substance to the following effect ; — 

Wlien Allali, the All-powerful and Eternal, 

■\VaH pleased to honour this most sacred War 
By glorious exaltation and increase, 
lie caused the minds of mortals to unite 
lt\ ohoico of a great loader, xn whoso guidance 
CTho warriors of Islam might walk secure. 

"WTio was the chief thus chosen ? Who but ho, 

The noble scion of a glorious race, 

Brxnco Taxfin, of groat sires the worthy son. 

Bair roso he on the -world, as the clear dawn 
Dispersing night and darkness — fair and bright 
As crystal waters, which the morning breeze 
Befroslung cools, whose lucent fount within 
No breath or spot of aught less pure may enter 
Than that resplendent lymph, and whose free draught 
Rostoreth him whose fainting lip was losing 
E’en to the breath of lifo^ yet hero revires 
To now-hom hope and strength. 

• 

Such the exalted youth, and such his adront — 

The true descendant ho of Abu Jakoub, 

Who came aj comes the eagle fierce, liis flight 
Winging to far Zalacca. Blest the day, 

And ever blessed bo tho memory 

Of that most glorious field i Tho strong right hand 

Of Abu Jakoub wayed the conquering sword. 

And victory closed her pinions on his banner. 

Oh, Thou who didst bestow that joy-bright day. 

Thou Allah, who alono canst such bestow. 

Once more behold us, and again extend 
A gift of equal gladness Oh, proud G-iuma I 
Oh, day of bliss ! wherein the Law Divine, 

Scorned by the arrogant Infidel, arose 
In terrible vengeance, and the Misbeliever 
Called to a day of judgment ! Prone they fell, 

Their vile heaps festering on the loathing earth 
That late they proudly spumed in pride of power. 

Then what availed thy boasted might, Alfonso ? 

What thy fierce anger, when the groat decree 
Dad once gone forth P On diamond tablets borne, 

The ever-during will of AUah stood 
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Immutable, tbe Faithful warriors guarding, 

And pouring the red lightnings of grim war 
Amid the Christian hordes, consuming all 
As doth the living fire. 

Tea, as of old, hath Allah fixed Islam 
On firm foundations, free and stiU secure. 

IBy night, by day, at dawn, or by dim ove, 

■Wliitliersoe’cr it list him to abide, ’ 

The Moslemah may bend his steps at will 
Through all the land, to part or to remain 
At his good pleasure. 

The bridle of the state from Juzcf s hand 
To that of lus great son, the generous Aly, 

"Was next transferred. Aly, the wiso and good, 

The just and prudent, who pursued the steps 
Of lus exalted sire, inheriting 
The heart of Juzef, if not all the fortune 
That waited on the first of those lugh Cidiphs ! 

Then came to rule our land the valiant son 
Of Aly, noble Taxfin. As the libn 
That rages while the hunters throng around him 
And press him closiJf so, bravest of the bravo, 

Is he our Lord. But evil times assail us ' 

Ambitious tyrants throng to wort him woe ; 

'While his own vassals, bold, misproud, and fierce, 

Dare to perturb still more the land : they raise 

The standard of rebellion, and usurp 

The powers that he alone should wield. Great Allah \ 

Thou the Omnipotent, these many ills, 

These wrongs, this violence, this rancorous hate. 

And darli in]uatice, — all await from Thee 
Their longed-for remedy Thy hand alone 
Hath power to do us right. 


CHAP. XXSIY.— Op the iNSUEitBCTioJsr m aeg-aevb. op the ee- 

EELIilON- IN SirVIEEE) VALENOIA, AND OTHEE PAETS. 

2To long time had elapsed after the departure from Spain of 
the Ameer, Taxfin Ahen Aly, when summoned, as above re- 
lated, to Africa, by tho King his father, before the fire of 
insurrection against the AJmoravides began to kindle in 
Spam, the first sparks of the same were seen to glow in 
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Ali^nrvc ; and tlw' primal caiise thcix'of took its birth on. this 
wiao; — ^ 

A luiilvo of tho proAHico of Xilbo, Alnnod 13en Husein 
Beil Coi*ai, eallotl also Abvil Oaaim Burnt, liavhip^ sold his 
patrimony in the days of his youth, then travolled into divers 
parts, ami heim^ at Almeria ho there listonod to tho teach- 
mafH of tho roiunvnod Alarif, whieh having done, Ahmed 
Beil llnsoin ivturued to hiw^ villago, whore he began to 
proacli tho dnetrines of Algazali, which had been condemned 
by tiu' jpivornmont in Spain, as well as in Africa, as before 
related, lie soon assembled a considerable number of com^ 
panions ami followt'rs ; whereupon he assumed the appella- 
tion of Imnnm, and subsciiuently repairing to Seville, this 
Ahmed Abeii Uuseiu there increased tho amount of his 
inlluonee to a groat extent. In the commencement of the 
year 5:i0, tliia iimn, with all his followers, joined the band 
of iluhttinad lion Vahyo of 8altis, known also as Abon 
Alcabela,and who called himself Mustafa, ho also possessing 
a largt‘ number of t(>ll<nvers«4md admirers. At a word, these 
men found means to infuse their doctrines into tho minds of 
tho most distinguisluid among the j’^uth of Algarve, whon 
Ahmotl lieu Jluseiu Huggoatecl to his people that it would 
be well they Hhmild make themselves masters, cither by fimid 
or foixc, of Oalat Mertula, which was tho strongest fortress 
in Algarve. 

To that end, about seventy men concealed themselves in 
tho suburbs of Mertula, which ihey entered separately by 
night^tiino, and in a manner which caused uo Buspicion in 
the inhabitants* Being thus asBomblcd, they fixed Thurs- 
day, the 12th day of the moon Safer, in the above-mentioned 
year of 629, for the period of their attempt; and at dawn of 
that day they attacked tho gates of tho fortress, which they 
forced and entered, slaying the guards by whom they were 
defended* 

Now it had been previously agreed that the people- 
of Jabura and of Xelbo should come to the aid of Ahmed 
Aben Hnsein Ben Cersai in this matter, and accordingly they 
now appearccl, led on by Mnhamad Ben Omar Ben Almondar 
Abul walid^ a youth descended from one of the moat 
noble families of Xolbe; he was a son of Mfezuar of Xelbe, 
where he had fibrst seen tho day, hut had been brought up 
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and educated even from his childhood in Seville, where he 
was much remarked for his learning and the nobility of his 
descent. 

Eut Almondar Abul Valid was so profoundly devoted to 
the new doctrines and the sect of Algazali, that in the 
ferv'onr of his youth he retired to the solitude of a desert 
waste, on the shores of the sea at Eabat Eaihena, [having 
first given his patrimony in alms to the poor. This youth 
was one of the most ardent followers of Ahmed Aben Husein 
Aben Cosai, to whose band he now attached himself, and 
whose cause he zealously promoted in his own country of 
Xelbe. 

Muhamad Een Omar Een Almondar was assisted by Abu 
Muhamad Sid-Eai, a son of the Vizier of Jabura, who had 
been the friend of his childhood and youth ; and both these 
nobles united themselves publicly to the band of Aben Cosai 
within less than a month after he had taken possession of 
Calat Mertula ; that is to say, in the beginning of the moon 
of Eebie Segunda, in the year 539. 

Muhamad Almondar and Abu Muhamad Sid-Eai, being 
men of much distinotion, soon brought after them large 
numbers of the people, many of whom had long felt 
oppressed and been rendered discontented by the insolence 
of the Almoravides, With these, the leaders now therefore 
determined on the conquest of other fortresses, and pro- 
ceeded accordingly to Hisn Mergec, a stronghold in the 
district of Xelbe, where the Almoravides had entrenched 
themselves very strongly. But Ahmed Een Husein Aben 
Cosai led his forces with much valour, and conducting the 
assault with infinite ability, he defeated the troops opposed 
to him, slaying great numbers of them ; he then entered the 
citadel sword in hand, the few v ho escaped fiying to Medina 
Be]a with the news of that downfall. 

Then 'the Almoravide garrison which held the last- 
mentioned city, believing themselves to be menaced with 
a similar fate, resolved on immediate departure : they re- 
quired safe conduct from the inhabitants to pass into Seville ; 
and had no sooner abandoned Medina Eeja than Muhamad 
Ben Omar Ben Almondar Abul Valid took possession of 
that fortress with the troops which had been confided to him 
by Muhamad Sid-Eai, son of the Vizier of Jabura. 
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ISow l\hiluiiuacl Bon Omar did not fail to find many of 
lus parii/.an« in tlio nt.y of Boja ; auioii^ others lus brother 
Ahmed Bon Ahnoiular, with Abdallah Ben Aly Ben SamaiL 
Nor did Iht^ chief of the insmTeetum, Ahmed lluscin Aben 
Cosai, loii^^ delay to join him there; and even Sid-Eai, the 
Sim of the Vi/ier, soon afterwards arrived. To the latter, 
Abim Cosai, induced by hm reputation for ability and by 
the iuilhority of his position, gave the command of 
Sledina Beja* while he bestowed the 'VV’aliate of Xclbe on 
Omar Ben Almondar. 

There subsei|uently arose some discord and tnisnnder- 
atunding between these two leaders : but Abcii Cosai 
requiring them to appear before him at Calat Alertula, con- 
trived to set these at r(‘st, and the generals became good 
friends onee nu>re, or at least they controlled tlic expression 
of their reseutmeut, and appeared to be so. Omar Ben 
Almondar then returned to nis government, and assembling 
troops from Oksonoba, to whom ho joined all that he could 
muster in Xelbe, with a ccmsiderablc number from Merida, 
lie once more returned to Ahmed llusein Aben Cosai, with 
whoso army ho united his forces. Tiie chief subsequently 
made Omar Ben Almondar generalissimo of his host and 
adniiiustrator of the country, giving him a share in the 
state, and conferring on him the title of Aziz Billah. 

The siK^ceas of their first undertaking having emboldened 
those leaders to attempt further aggressions, they deter- 
mined to proeecd to the Quadiana, and sitting down before 
Iluelbe, they laid siego to that place, of which they ob- 
tained poaseaaion without much difficulty. They thence 
passed on to Libia, w'bich they also besieged, assaulting the 
place with numerous machines and engines of war. Here 
there came to the camp of Aben Husein and Omar an 
accession to their strength in new troops, these last joining 
their party from Algarve. Many obstinate combats were 
then lought, but Aben Cosai finally obtained possession of 
the fortress of Libia also, and this he did by means of the 
intelligence which he had found means to establish between 
himself and the Aleayde of the place, even Juzef Ben Ahmed 
El Pedruohi, who had become discontented with the state 
of things then prevailing, and who, joining himself to the 
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party of the rebels, placed a tower which was defended by 
the AlmoraTides in their hands, when the troops of Aben 
Cosai soon became masters of the place. 

The good fortune of that result infused boldness into the 
hearts of those led by Aben Cosai, and encouraged their 
chief to direct his march against the territory of Seville : 
he entered the Oomarca of the last-named city accordingly : 
this was then under the command of the Ameer Abu 
2acaria Tahye Ben Aly Aben Gania, by whom every 
measure that could be taken for the defence of the place and 
its inhabitants was at once adopted : but the host of Aben 
Cosai departing from Libia, made their waywathout impedi- 
ment to Hisn Alcazar and Tolhata, which arc the principal 
fortresses of that Amelia, and both of which they took. 
The force now commanded by Aben Cosai was very large, 
and the news of his success had been noised abroad through 
all Spain. The report of his new acquisitions, more especially 
those la,at mentioned, contributed much to the increase of 
his power; and having reached Hisn Azahar, ho overran the 
Comarcas of Seville, taking possession of Atrayana, which 
surrendered after a skirt resistance. 

ISTow the generaL-in-ehief of lAie Almoravide forces in 
Spain, Ahu Zacaria Yahye Ben Aly Aben Gania, was then 
at Cordova, and when intelligence of these things was 
brought to him, he had at once assembled troops with intent 
to put a stop to the disorders in the Algarve and restrain 
the boldness of the rebels ; but being informed of the occu- 
pation of Libia by Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai, he had first 
marched his forces in that direction. 

The rebels, who had taken possession of Atrayana, were 
instantly made aware that the Wall Aben Gania was ad- 
vancing to dispossess them ; Aben Cosai having partizans in 
every district, by whom he was constantly informed of all 
that took place. But as the Wali, even Abu Zacaria Ben 
Aly Aben G ania, approached, so did the rebel captain, Omar 
Ben Almondar, retire, and at length, not daring to await 
the Almoravide General longer, Almondar recrossed the 
Ghxadiana in full flight. Aben Gama then pursued the re- 
treating army with eager speed, and overtaking them while 
at no great distance from the nver, a battle ensued, in which 
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the Vali broke and dofoaled liia opponents, filayin" Iar;]^o 
ntnnbers in t lie battle an well as in the subsequent pursuit, 
wben^n he likewise niadc many captives. 

Tht^ nio[ht after his defeat l)mar Bon Almondar arrived 
at Jiihla, which ho did hia best to strengthen and prepare 
for the siege that ho saw to bo imminent: ho was there 
joined by the Alcaydo Juxef Bon Ahmed HI Pedruchi, who 
^paired* to Ids assistance from Xclbe. IVo days later ap- 
peared the Wall Abcn Oanio, and laid siego to the city, 
which defended itself well, making bold sallies and inflicting 
not u fm surpriflCB on the cam]) of tlie besiegers, between 
whoiU and tho troops of Omar Ben Almondar many obsti- 
nate skirmishes were fought- 

But the season, which was that of winter, proved tm- 
lavoural)le to the forces of Aben Gania, who were exposed 
to all tho inclemencies thereof, and suffered greatly : their 
general maintained tho siege, nevertheless, during three 
months, at the end of which time ho received intelligence to 
the eflcut that the people ef Cordova had assassinated the 
Cadi of their city, having been incited to revolt by Abu 
(jiafar llamdain Ben Muhamad Hamdain, who had 
assembled them in tho Great Algarve on Thursday, the 5th 
day of liamazan, in the year 5B0, and haying obtained pos- 
session of the city, had assumed tho title of Ameer Almanzor 
Bid ah. 

These nows compelled Aben G-ania to raise tbe siege of 
Libia, and he struck his camp accordingly, directing the 
inarch of his troops upon Seville. On the way he was 
furthermore informed that the people of Valencia, whose 
■Waliwas hia own nephew, Abu Muhamad Abdallah, the 
son of his brother, Muhamad Ben Aly Aben Gbnia, had 
also risen in rohellioii. The letters of Ahu Muhamad, in- 
forming his uncle of this fact, declared that neither his 
own authority nor that of the Cadi of tlie city had availed 
to prevent the insurrection. 

Now tho Oadiazgo of Cordova was at that time held by 
Meruan Ben Abdallah Ben %raan Abul Melic, who had 
been appointed to his office by the Ameer Taxfin Ben Aly 
on tho 2ijth day of tho moon Dylhagia, in the year 538 ; 
and tho letters of the Wali Abu Muhamad described that 
magistrate as ascending 'the tri-bune and speaking to the 
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people wifcTi great energy and eloquence, setting before them 
the great services performed by the Almoravides in the holy 
wars which they had maintained against the Christians : he 
reminded them of the aid which those warriors had brought 
to Grezira, and how Valencia itself had by them been de- 
livered from the hands of the Infidels. But all these 
exhortations had remained without effect, and been as words 
preached to the desert. The Wall added, that neither had 
he himself found it possible to restrain the people, or even 
to hold them in^check with his Almoravide troops, insomuch 
that he had been compelled to escape with his family in the 
night, and to proceed with all the speed of his horses to 
Xativa, whither he had arrived at dawn of Wednesday, the 
18th of Eamazan, and where he had fortified himself with 
his followers as best he might. 

These letters, with those which he subsequently received, 
caused the general Abu Zacaria Aben Q-ania much anxiety, 
and the rather as at the same time the provinces of Murcia, 
Almeria, and Malaga were also ki revolt, the people of the 
last-mentioned city having compelled their Wali, Almanzor 
Ben Muhamad Ben Mhigj to retire with his Almoravides 
into the Alcazaba,* where they had held them vigorously 
besieged during seven months. All these things alarmed 
the Wali Abu Zacaria Tahye Ben Aly Aben Q-ania to so 
great a degree, that he not only lost all hope of their bring- 
ing the war in Algarve to a favourable issue, and tranquu- 
lizing that country, but even began to fear that all Spain 
would soon be wrenched from the Almoravides, seeing that 
commotions and insurrections were now rife in all the pro- 
vmces of the land. 

Induced by these convictions, Abu Zacaria Aben Gania 
now wrote to his brother, Muhamad Aben Aly Aben Gania, 
commanding him to depart from Seville with the ships and 
troops of the Almoravides, and joining to these whatever 
he could find in Almeria, to set sail for the Majorcas, which 
he was furthermore directed to occupy and strengthen to 
the utmost of his power, ^eing that there was no longer 
security for them in Spain. This Muhamad Ben Aly Aben 
Gania accordingly accomplished without loss of time ; but 


* Alcazata : the Citadel. 
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on the departure of the ships from Seville, the Alcayde of 
the frontier, Abdallah Ben Maymon, found means to raise 
himself to the command of the city, when he perfidiously 
put to death the Almoravides who had been left behind, with 
not a few of the citizens, who had endeavoured to oppose 
themselves to his tyrannical violence. 

In Almeria, on the same occasion, Abdallah Ben Mardanis 
rose in rebellion, and made himself master of that city ; 
while in Cordova the tumultuous and disorderly people de- 
;^osed the rebel Vali, Abu G-iafar Ben Hamdain, after 
fourteen days of authority, being moved thereto by the 
plottings and insidious gifts of a party which had risen in 
favour of Seif-Dolah Ahmed Aben Hud, King of Saragossa 
and eastern Spain, who w^as then on the frontiers of Toledo, 
where he dwelt in league with and under the protection of 
the Christians. The royal descent of Seif-Dolah, his great 
craft, and immense riches, went far to produce this move- 
ment among the people of Cordova, and much facilitated 
his reception by that lightgninded populace, whose easily- 
won voices proclaimed him king, with the title of Almo- 
stansir Billah, which they bestowed eon him at the same 
time. He made his entry into Cordova accordingly, and 
was received with many acclamations. Tet at the end of a 
week from his accession, the new sovereign was compelled 
to leave the city, seeing that the inhabitants were abeady 
weary of him and of the violences exercised by his followers. 
He consequently retired to the stronghold of Poronchuhos ; 
nor had he done so before the time, seeing that hia Vizier, 
Sanchc, who had been detained in Cordova and had not 
accompanied the king, was torn to pieces by the inconstant 
populace, at the moment when he was preparing to follow 
his master. ^ 

The raising of the siege of Libia hy the Wali Ahu 
Zacaria Ahen Gania had meanwhile given renewed courage 
to the rebels of Algarve ; and they, knowing that Cordova 
was also in revolt, thought it time to attempt the elevation 
of their banners in that city likewise. Ahmed Husein Ahen 
Cosai therefore sent his commands to Omar Ben Almondar, 
to the effect that he should take a portion of his forces and 
proceed to Cordova, whither the general repaired accord- 
ingly, being accompanied oy his secretary, Muhamad Ben 
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Yaliye El Saltixi, ^lio was called Alcabcla, a person in whom 
ho placed great confidence. 

Now Ahmed Ben llusein Abcn Cosai bad the fairest 
hopes of being early enabled to advance his inieroats in the 
city of Cordova, because he was assured by certain of his 
partizans, Abul Hasen Ben Mumen, for example, and some 
others who dwelt m the suburb of the Axarquia, and were 
among the principal inhabitants, that tho doing so w’ouldhe 
matter of no difEculty. 

Tho general Omar Ben Almondar, with his companion, 
the Saltixi Alcahela, had meanwhile set themselves on their 
way, as we have said, with the troops of Xelbe and Libia ; 
but before reaching the place they received intelligence that 
the crafty Ahen Hud Beif-Dolah had forestalled them, 
having won over and been proclaimed by the citizens, not 
of Cordova only, but of several other towns. 

During this time, the nephew of Ahon Qania, Abdallah 
Ben Muhamad, had committed grievous devastations m the 
city of Yalencia, making frequept incursions thereon from 
his stronghold of Xativa, and cutting up tho fields of the 
immediate Comarca, with its pleasant and beautiful gardens, 
all of which caused the people of Valencia not a little vexa- 
tion and anxiety. They consequently turned their thoughts on 
the illustrious Gener^ Abu Ahdelmelik Meruan Ahdelaziz, 
whom they entreated to defend and protect them from the 
attacks of Abdallali Ben Mohamad : hut that noble Xeque 
excused himself, because he dreaded tho inconstancy of the 
j^pulace, and bad no confidence in the principal citizens of 
Valencia, by whom the desire of the people was laid before 
him ; nay, when Abu Meruan Abdelaziz saw that the popu- 
lace of Valencia bad put to death many of the Almoravides 
who had remained in their city after the flight therefrom of 
the Wall Abdallah Ben Muhamad, nephew of Aben Gama, 
he first -concealed himself, and finally fled the place, taking 
refuge in Xativa, with a lljrge number of his followers. 
Yet, having arrived there, he was at length persuaded to 
thmk of the duty which he owed to the commonwealth, and 
was prevailed on to resign his private convenience to the 
general welfare. That change m his opinions was effected 
by Abdallah Ben Mardanis, with Abu Mubamad Abdallah 
Ben Ayaub, Alcayde of tho frontier, a person of much 
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credit and authority. These men prevailed on Abdelaziz to 
accept the perilous command proposed to him by the people 
of Valencia, and moved by the many instances made to him, 
he returned to that city, where he was proclaimed on the 
3rd day of the moon Xawal, in the year 539. 

Abu Abdelmelic Aben Meruan Ben Abdelaziz then 
entrusted the care of the Comarcas and the frontier to 
Abdallah Ben Ayadb, the Alcayde, who instantly occupied 
himself with the securiijyof his own possessions in that district, 
as well as with that of the domains held by his son-in-law, 
Abdallah Ben Mardains, aU which he laboured to defend 
against the Lamtumas and other Almoravides who were 
assembling troops in the land of Albacite, and had fortified 
themselves in the strongholds of that district. 


CHAP, XXXV. — ^Thb instjreeotions of the moslemah abb 
OOSTTnnJED. 

l^ow Abu Giafar Ham dam Ben Mry^iamad Ben Hamdain 
having succeeded in winning over the people of Cordova for 
the second time, returned to that city twelve days after he 
had left it, making his entry on the 10th of Bylhagia, in the 
year 539. He was then again proclaimed amidst the 
general rejoicing of the people, while in various cities of 
Andalusia his kinsmen and partizans likewise declared him to 
be their lord. His Alchatib or secretary for example, Achil 
Ben Edris of Eonda namely, caused him to be proclaimed in 
that city, which was the native place of Achil, who took pos- 
session of its inaccessible fortress in Abu Giafar’s name, 
and occupying at the same time the cities of Arcos, Xeris, 
and Sidonia, he caused the new sovereign to be proclaimed 
in those places also. 

"With respect to Murcia, the Alcayde of Cuenca, Abdallah 
El Trograi, took measures for making himself master of that 
province, when the news of Abu Giafar’s rebellion had 
reached him, intending to join himself to the party of 
Hamdain ; but on arriving in the city he found that the 
people had been in a state of insurrection from the 17th 
day" of Eamazan, and were still undecided as to which of 
von. II. E E 
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their principal Xeqnes thej should select for their chief, 
their choice hein^ suspended hetween Muhamad Ben 
Ahderahinan Ben Tahir El Xisi, who was one of the nobles 
of Tadnair, AhuMnhamad Ben Alhaug Lurki, and Abderah- 
man Ben Giafar Ben Ibrahim. The populace had, indeed, 
already proclainied Abu G-iafar Ben Hamdain, of Cordova, 
their king, but desired to appoint Muhamad Ben Alhaug 
his administrator, — an office which the moderation of his 
views induced that Noble to decline. 

The arrival of the Alcayde of Cuenca, Abdallah Ben 
Eetah El Thograi, changed the face of things, and his party 
named Abu Giafar Ben Abu Giafar, Cadi of Murcia. This 
man commenced his rule on Tuesday, the 15th of Xawal, in 
the year 539, and had no sooner done so than his ambitious 
desire for power induced him to excite the people against 
the Almoravides, whom they treacherously attacked after 
having given them assurances of security. That done, and 
acting under the orders of those who led the party of Abu 
Giafar Ben Abu Giafar, the pc^ulace proclaimed that Cadi 
their Ameer, appomting Abu Alabas Ben Helal to be Cadi, 
and Abdallah Ben Eeteh El Thograi, Alcayde of the cavalry. 
There was no man found equal to opposing these measures ; 
and thus this Abdallah, under the pretext of proclaiming Abu 
Giafar Ben Hamdain, exalted himself, occupying the Alcazar 
and callmg himself the Ameer Anasir Ledinallah : but his 
sovereignty endured but a very short time, as we shall 
presently see. 

In Valencia, the noble Xeque Abdelmelek Ben Abdelaziz 
occupied himself with the cares of assembling an army 
wherewith to march forth against the Almoravides, who had 
fortified themselves in the Alcazaba of Xatina, and being 
led by Abdallah, the nephew of Aben Gania, were devas- 
tating the country even up to the gates of Valencia, 
plundering and burning the faims, carrying the women 
away captive, and causing ruin whithersoever they appeared. 
Having gathered his forces, therefore, Abdelaziz sallied forth, 
and on the 28th of Xawal he sat down before Xativa, 
sending at the same time to demand assistance from 
the VTali of Murcia, Abu Giafar Muhamad Ben Abdallah 
Ben Abu Giafar. On the last day of Xawal, the blockade 
of the place was rendered complete, and the Almoravides 
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found themselves closely shut up in Xativa, when they 
prepared to make an obstinate resistance, and defended 
themselves with much valour. 

But now occurred new changes in Murcia, where the 
party of Abdallah El Thograi and Abderahman Aben Tahir 
or El Kisi, once more aroused the people to insurrection, 
and proclaimed the lately exiled monarch, Aben Meruan 
Aben Hud Seif Dolah. This they did towards the end of 
the Moon Xawal, in this same year of 539 ; and the result 
of the combats which ensued between the partizans of Abu 
Giafar and those of El Thograi was, that the last-mentioned 
general was taken prisoner and cast into a dungeon with 
many of his followers. The Alcadia of the cavalry which 
had been held by Abdallah El Thograi was then bestowed on 
Zoamun of Auriola, Aben Tahir and Aben Alhaug leaving 
the city, whereupon the Eakir Abu Giafar Muhamad Ben 
Abdallah Ben Abu Giafar El Chuseni assumed the chief 
authority in the state, making himself master of Tadmir 
likewise, which he retaine^jL during the remainder of that 
year, and held for the first two months of the year which 
followed. He maintained, neverthel^s, that he had seized 
the command with no other purpose than that of preserving 
the liberties of the people against the Almoravides, and 
made instant preparation for proceeding with his partizans 
to the aid of Abu Meruan Abdelmelik Ben Abdelaziz, who 
was then besieging the Lamtunas, and other Almoravide 
troops in Xativa, as before related. 

But Abu Giafar had not well joined the camp of 
Abdelaziz, and his people had scarcely begun to take their 
part in the skirmishes which were daily fought around the 
town, before he received intelligence from Murcia to the 
effect that a new insurrection had broke forth in that city, 
where the party of Aben Tahir had found means to excite 
the people, and had set Abdallah El Thograi at liberty. 
Thereupon he departed with his cavalry from the siege of 
Xativa, and by forced marches arrived at Murcia, where he 
made good his entrance by intelligence with certain of those 
in authority, and once again obtained possession of the 
fortress. But he could not get El Thograi into his hands, 
that leader having secretly fied the place, threatening 
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vengeance against Abu Giafar, who had no sooner tran- 
quillized the people than he returned with all speed to 
Xativa. 

About the same time there were certain partizans of Abu 
Giafar Hamdain Ben Muhamad Ben Hamdain dwelling in 
Granada, who excited the people against the Almoravides, 
nor could all the authority of the Wali avail to restram 
them: that Wali was Aly Ben Abi Bekir, the son of a 
sister of King Aly Ben Juzef, and was called Aben Binwa, 
from the name of his mother. The troubles in Algarve 
were meanwhile fully occupying the General Abu Zacaria 
Tahye Ben Aly Aben Gania, with the greater part of the 
Almoravide troops composing his army ; a state of things 
which enabled the Cadi of Granada, Abu Muhamad Ben 
Simek, to arouse the people against the Almoravides of the 
garrison, when the tumultuous populace proclaimed Abu 
Giafar Ben Hamdain Ben Muhamad Ben Hamdain their 
king. Nor could the Almoravide generals restrain the 
insurrection, but were compelled, themselves to retire within 
the Alcazaba, where they fortified their position as they 
best could- During the first eight days of the rebellion 
frequent skirmishes were fought between the Almoravides 
and the inhabitants, the people making repeated assaults on 
the fortress, and the valiant Almoravides sallying forth upon 
them with terrible fury. In one of the sanguinary combats 
which then ensued, the Cadi Abu Muhamad Ben &mek was 
slain, when the citizens and party of Abu Giafar Ben 
Hamdain appointed Abul Hasan Ben Adha his successor. 
This Abul Hasan was a man of infinite craft, who had found 
means to stand well with all parties ; wherefore, on this 
occasion also, pursuing the guidance of the passing^ event, 
and following the breath of fortune then blowing, he 
declared against the Almoravides, demanding aid from the 
rebel Cadies of Cordova, Jaen, and Murcia, whom he called 
on to assist him in the expulsion of the Almoravide garrison 
from the Alcazaba of Granada. 
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CHAP XXXVI — Of the wae in afeica between the almoeavides 

AND THE ALMOHADES, AND OF THE UNHAPPY DEATH OF KING- ALY BEN 

JUZEP. 

The affairs of Airica were meanwhile not in a better con- 
dition than those of Spain : King Aly had hoped that the 
braverj" and good fortune of his son Taxfin would avail to 
restrain the advance of the Almohades, and change the fate 
of the war which they were waging against him, marching 
triumphant and victorious through his dominions, and 
making themselves gradually masters of his territories. 
During the ten years of implacable and obstinate warfare 
which he had himself been conducting against that faction, 
he had not been able to obtain any advantage over them ; 
nay rather it was they who had been the conquerors, since 
they had taken possession of his towns, and made themselves 
lords of his provinces one after the other, more especially 
those wherein dwelt the Cabilas of Ateza, G-ebala, and Gieza. 

Prince Taxfin passed o^er into Africa, as we have said, 
and in his company went the fiower of the Almoravide 
cavalry, whose absence produced aif unhappy effect on the 
condition of Spain, where the perpetual revolts and tribu- 
lations above described did indeed most pressingly require 
the restriction which might have been effected by those 
troops, and were much aggravated by the departure of the 
Prince. When the latter arrived at Morocco, he made 
immediate preparation for marching against the Almohades, 
and having assembled a considerable force, he went forth 
to seek the enemy. But his first campaign in Africa had 
not equal fortune with those of Andalusia, seeing that he 
was several times defeated with great loss, every day 
appearing to render his affairs worse. The King Aly, his 
father, seeing his hopes thus disappointed, and receiving 
no intelligence but such as brought news of defeat and 
rout, took the matter so deeply to heart that he fell into 
heavy sickness, his malady arising solely from the profound 
sadness and grief of heart with which he was afflicted. The 
continued addition which he received to these sorrows 
increased his bodily sufferings, until at last they ended his 
life, and he died at his Alcazar of Morocco in the moon 
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Eegeb of the year 539, after having reigned thirty-nine 
years and seven months. His son was at that time in 
Aceya, and the death of King Aly was concealed for more 
than three months. 

"When at length the decease of the king was made 
known, his son Taxfin, who had received the oath of 
allegiance as his successor on the throne of the Almora- 
vides, was proclaimed King of the Moslemah. The new 
monarch then despatched letters to all his provinces, 
exhorting the people to continue in their loyalty* and 
obedience to his rule. He likewise wrote to the pnncipal 
Alraoravide generals then commanding in Spain, as for 
example, to Abu Zacaria Tahye Abcn Gania, to Ozman 
Ben Adha, and to his uncle Ah Ben Abi Bekir, who 
instantly replied by letters of congratulation on his ac- 
cession to the throne : from that time forward the name of 
Taxfin Ben Aly alone was heard in the public prayers of 
the mosques. 

Anxious to restrain the pride •of Abdelmumen Ben Aly, 
Prince of the Almohades, King Taxfin Bpn Aly again 
assembled a large forte, with the purpose of marching 
a'gainst him ; . Abdelmumen having once more had the 
boldness to descend from the mountains of Tedula and 
Gomera with a considerable army, laying waste the level 
country, taking prisoners or slaying the inhabitants, and 
carrying desolation into every district he entered. This 
devastating tempest of war had now taken its course 
towards the sierras which rise between Pez and Telenzen, 
swift troops of Abdelmumen’s light horse making incursions 
on the Cabilas dwelling on either side of that range, at 
one and the same time. King Taxfin proceeded, there- 
fore, to the encounter of those ferocious bands, which 
were falling, as might hungry tigers, on everythmg that 
came in -their way. Surrounding them with a force of 
great numbers, the king made a horrible slaughter among 
them, and the Almohades fled, leaving the field of battle 
covered with their corpses as an acceptable feast for the 
beasts and birds of prey. By that defeat the Prince Ab- 


* A.n. 1144 or 1145. 
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(lelmumen Ben Aly was compelled to retire to the mountains 
and ascend for shelter to the most inaccessible wilds of his 
rock-hewn holds, King Taxfin pursuing him through the 
lowlands and across the spacious plains of the country. 

But the Almohades, although fewer in numbers, were yet 
enabled to defend themselves by the advantages of their 
position and in their impregnable fastnesses ; they were also 
well supplied with provision, which failed almost entirely 
in the sandy deserts and would not suffice to the main- 
tenance of so many troops as composed the king’s army. 
The Berbers of that district were besides altogether devoted 
to Abdelmumen Ben Aly, and would not supply the Almo- 
ravidea with the means of life. 

The leader of the Almohades established his camp for 
some time in the mountains of &omera, whence he sub- 
sequently passed to those of Telencen and Wadi Teblit, 
inducing the Zenete Cabilas who dwelt in those regions 
to submit themselves to his rule on all his hne of inarch. 
King Taxfin, who still fo^Llowed in pursuit, arrived m his 
turn at Wadi Tehlit, when, as the winter was now far 
advanced, he there pitched his cam^ and remained during 
two months; but the cold was so intense, that his troops 
were finally compelled to burn the houses and cabins, nay, 
the very tent-poles and handles of their lances, to save 
themselves from being frozen to death. 

Abdelmumen Ben Aly had meanwhile directed his march 
towards the mountains of Telencen, pursuing his route 
along the chain of those hills ; King Taxfin also persisting 
in the pursuit of the Almohade prince ; who, having ulti- 
mately fixed his camp on the summit of the heights above 
Telencen, made perpetual descents on the cultivated lands 
at the base, which he overran with his light cavalry. 

Now King Taxfin had requested assistance from the 
Beni Amat of Zanhaga, whose territories border on the 
eastern parts of Africa, and from them he received a 
powerful body of both horse and foot, on whose arrival 
the king himself, with his prmcipal generals, went forth 
to give them w'elcoine. Those troops, united to his own, 
seemed to fill all the level plains as might a swarm of 
locusts, showing forth the greatness of the Kings of 
Morocco, and presenting a gladsome, remarkable, and very 
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amazing sight, which would have been indeed a subject 
for rejoicing over, had not the destruction of ao much 
grandeur been now so near ! 

King Taxfin received the generals of the Beni Amat 
with great honour, expressing his satisfaction at the sight 
of so magnificent a camp, and discoursing with them of 
his intentions as regarded attacking the enemy. He 
furthermore imparted to those chiefs his plans for suc- 
couring and fortifying the city of Telencen, which was 
that most immediately threatened by the Almohades. 

Abdelmumen Ben Aly was on his part observing 
minutely all that passed in the plains beneath him from 
the tops of his high mountains, feeling no apprehension 
of that numerous host, and not permitting the infinite 
number of their many-coloured banners to inspire him 
with a shade of fear: the clamour of their Atabals and 
the clangour of their trumpets filled the air, causing the 
earth to tremble and resounding through the distant 
mountains, but awakening no teiyor in the heart of Abdel- 
mumen Ben Aly. 

King Taxfin now det^hed a body of lightly armed cavalry, 
which directed its march towards that part of the Sierra 
where the Almohades then were; these troops ascended 
the hills by Tchad, which is near Telencen, and making 
their way through numerous defiles, they thus approached 
the foe. The idmohades, on their part, advanced to the 
encounter, when a fierce combat was commenced amidst 
those wild regions, and continued until the Almohades, 
defeating and dispersing the cavalry of King Taxfin, drove 
vast numbers of the men over the fearful precipices around 
them, while the portion of that discomfited body which 
succeeded in reaching the plains, filled the countless mul- 
titude composing the Almoravide force with terror and 
dismay. . 

All the ability 'and bravery of their noble king, with the' 
utmost valour of his distinguished generals, were then 
found insufficient to restrain the fears of that host, or 
maintain order among its bands, which fled, vanquished 
by its own fears rather than by the might of their enemies. 
But the latter did not fail to profit by that disorderly flight 
and panic terror; they slew large numbers of the Almo- 
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ra-vide troops, on whose rear they hung like famished tigers, 
whom they drove at the point of their lances across the 
wide extended plains. 

After that unhappy defeat King Aly wrote letters to 
all his provinces, exhorting them to send him forces for 
the continuance of the war; nor did the Walies ofibhe 
kingdom delay the assembling of their strength, — numero\is 
bauds arrived from Sigilmesa, Biigia, and other parts. 
King Taxfin’s son, the Ameer Abu Ishac Ibrahim, also 
coming from Andalusia, with a finely-appointed^ body, com- 
posed of the Andalusian cavalry and the Christians of his 
guard, in number about four thousand cavaliers. 

The king then held a review of all his troops, whom 
he divided and ranged in squadrons; when the sight of 
that vast multitude, glittering in arms of all kinds, cavalry 
and infantry, was such as might well cause admiration, 
to say nothing of the vast stores of provision, the immense 
extent of the pavilions, and the flocks of all kinds, with 
their many herdsmen and shepherds ; all which covered so 
vast a space, that the whole power of the population of 
Africa might have been supposed to»have gathered on that 
field. The review was held before the gate called Bab 
Carmedm, and the warriors in their serried squadrons ex- 
tended over the entire plain, nay, even to the foot of the 
mountains w^hich were in front of the city. This, as Aben 
Iza Ben Muza El Magif tells us, was the last effort of 
the Almoravide princes. 

Abdelmumen Ben Aly now moved his camp, directing 
his march towards Telencen, w^hile King Taxfin, following 
close on the trace of the Almohades with his innumerable 
force, endeavoured to compel Abdelmumen to give him 
battle ; nay, the light skirmishers of King Taxfin’ s army 
I* did so greatly disquiet the advance of the Almohade leader, 
that they compelled him to descend into the plains and 
take hia way towards the country of the Zenetes ; but 
being then attacked in his rear, he resolved to offer battle 
to the Almoravide army. 

Abdelmumen Ben Aly was much inferior in numbers 
to the enemy he had now to encounter, whether as regarded 
his cavalry or infantry; he therefore determined, as the 
hest means of defending himself, that his force should be 
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drawa up in one sole body of a square form, the outer 
ranks being composed of his bravest warriors, armed with 
very long lances, which they maintained with their feet 
and hands. Behind these files of lancers were others, 
hewing shields and armed with swords, their large round 
bulklers amply defending them from the cross-bows of the 
enemy. Within these ranks were, furthermore, two files of 
soldiers, armed with slings and cross-bows, while in the 
centre of aU there remained a large and ample space, in 
which Abdelmumen ranged all his cavalry, having been 
careful to appoint certain places where openings for the 
salLyiiig forth and re-entering of the horse could be very 
speedily made, without causing any disorder among the 
infantry. 

And now, as King Taxfin desired nothing so much as the 
battle, he also made ready his force, and commanded that 
the Almohades should be attacked by the greater part of 
his cavalry. And the impetuosity of that Almoravide 
charge was terrible; but the obstacle presented by the 
very long lances of their opponents made it impossible for 
the cavalry of the kmg to break that strong squadron of 
the Almohades, while not a few of the horses were pierced 
through with their riders by those formidable weapons. 
The Almoravide cavalry were then compelled to turn their 
horses for the renewal of the charge, when the 'slings and 
cross-bows of their enemy poured on them an unceasing 
storm of missiles, and the cavalry of Abdelmumen, bursting 
suddenly forth from both flanks of his square, fell heavily 
on their rear, to the great loss of the Almoravides ; but the 
Almohade horse instantly withdrew to the strong Alcazaba 
formed to receive them by the serried ranks as before 
described, thus avoiding the shock of King Taxfin’s cavalry, 
which was so much more powerful than their own. The 
battle continued after the manner above related during the 
whole of that sanguinary day, until the loss of the Almora- 
vides was such that they could no longer maintain the fight- 
All the cavalry was either slain or wounded, and the most 
valiant of their number counted with the dead ; thus the 
victory and the field remained to Abdelmumen Ben Aly. 

King Taxfin then retired with all speed to Teleneen, and, 
become distrustful now of the fortune of his arms, he set 
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liinisolf diligently to fortify himsolf witliin tliose ■walls, 
insoiimdi that the victorious army of Abdelmuineu found 
the place \\ ell garrisoned and defended, when that leader, in 
his turn, advanced wdtli his force to besiogo the city. He 
commenced the blockade nevertheless, and many obstinate 
combats ensued ; but weaned at length with the continued 
sallies of the besieged, and the frequent surprises, in which 
his people suftered great loss, Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
departed for hledina XJhran, leaving only a portion of his 
army to maintain the siege of Telencen. 

Now King Taxfiii had carefully placed the city of Tlhran 
in the beat state of defence he could devise, considering it 
as the principal resource and last asjrlnm remaining to 
him in the evil condition of his affairs, since he could 
theni;'.e prepare his passage to Spain, if need were that 
he should cross into that country; nay, the king had written 
to the Alcayde of Almeria, Abdallah Ben Maimoun, com- 
manding him to hold ten good ships in the great port of 
TJhran, keeping them constantly prepared for whatever 
might happ^en, and holding all ready to sail at a moment’s 
warning. He now found that Abd01mumen Ben Aly had ' 
fixed his camp on a hill which rises above Uhran, with the 
intention of besieging that city and fortress. Taxfin there- 
fore sallied forth from Telencen, broke and scattered the 
force left by Abdelmumen to l)esiege the place, and at 
once proceeded to the relief of his asylum of TJhran, 

Arrived within the Comarca of that town, King Taxfin 
seated his camp within view of his enemies, when various 
skirmishes ensued, wherein both parties fought bravely, 
with changing fortunes, but for the most part to the greater 
loss of the Almoravides. 

The author of the ‘‘Pen Imamia,” speaking on the 
authority of Aben Matruc Alkisi, relates that King Taxfin, 
having penetrated and broken the camp of Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly, succeeded in making good his entrance into 
TJhran ; but perceiving that the siege was likely to he a 
long one, and finding also that his sallies and surprises, 
whue they exhausted his own people, produced but little 
effect upon the enemy, he lost all hope of being able longer 
to maintain himself in the kingdom of Morocco. Thus, 
despairing and without counsel, he left the city secretly 
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and by night, with the desire and intention of reaching the 
well-fortified citadel of the great haven, where he hoped to 
find the ships prepared to, transport him into Spain. 
The king went forth, then, mounted on a beautiful 
and spirited mare, called Bahihana,* renowned for her 
swiftness, and unequalled among all the horses and mares 
of the numerous stud that he possessed. The night was 
very dark, and Taxfin, fearful of falling into the hands 
of his enemies, was proceeding with a troubled mind ; thus 
it chanced, that as he came to a high and steep cliff, it 
appeared to him in the obscurity that all the ground was 
level, unless indeed it were that the mare became alarmed 
at the sound of the sea; be this as it may, the king fell with 
his horse over the precipice, and so died: his body was 
found dashed, to pieces on the shore of the sea wheq the 
light of the following morning appeared, as was that of 
the mare, which also lay dead beside her master. The 
remains of the noble Taxfin were then taken to Abdel- 
mumen Ben Aly, who commanded that the body should be 
nailed to a willow tree, and sent the head to Tinmaul. 

' The Almoravides not made acquainted with this 
event until informed thereof by their enemies themselves ; 
but when the truth was told to them, they lost all hope, 
and a few days afterf Abdelmumen took the city of Uhran 
by force of arms, entering the same in the month of 
Muharram of the year 540. Tet he did not obtain pos- 
session of the place until after an obstinate resistance, nor 
would he even then have succeeded, had not the defenders 
been exhausted by thirst, he having found means to cut off 
the water by which the city was supplied. Thus, many of 
the people had died of the torment of thirst, and those who 
remained were but ill able to endure the toils needful to 
the defence of the place. According to Tahye Ben Omeira, 
Abdelmumen entered on the morning of the Easter of 
Alfitra, when he put to the sword whatever Almoravides he 
found remaining, with not a few of the inhabitants of 
TJhran. 


* The Arabic writers have not only preserved the name, but the 
genealogy of Bahihana, whose equal, as they affirm, was never seen 
amoi^ the finest horses of Africa or Arabia . — Be Marlh. 

+ Tahye Ben Omeira says three days . — CondL 
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Tho roi^n of Kin;^ Taxfin, from ilic doparture of his 
fathor to th(‘ day of ld« own unhappy death, was two years 
and two months but it haa also been affirmed that his 
death took place in the month of Uamazan of the year 539. 
The author just quoted furthermore informs \ia that King 
Taxlin hail caused lus son Abu, Ishae Ibrahim, to receive the 
oath of allegiance as his successor, immediately after his 
return into Africa from Andalusia. 


CHAr. XAXVIl.— T«k wa,u AGAtifST tub ax-kohatides iir spaist is 

STILE COKTINTTEJ>. 

The insurrection in Andalusia, and tho war declared in that 
country against the Almoravidcs, w’as meanwhile continued 
wdth implacable hatn’d. The siege of Xativa was eagerly 
maintained by Abu Meruan Abdelmehk Ben Abdelaziz, and 
the city was well defended by Abu Abdallah, the nephew of 
Abcn Gania, wdth his Almdravido troops ; but when the rebel 
WaU of Alurcia, Abu Giafar, arrived at Xativa for tho second 
time in aid of Abu Mcnuin Ben Abftelaziz, the general Abu 
Abdallah was compelled to retire to the Alcazaba, there to 
defend himself as no best might from the enemy thus power- 
fully reinforced, finally, the Alcay de of the frontiers, Aben 
Ayadh, also camo to tho aid of Valencia and Murcia with a 
very well-appointed body of soldiers from his own govenment; 
whereupon Abdallah Abon Gania began to treat for the 
surrender of the place, perceiving clearly that it was not 
possible for him to hold that fortress any longer. The 
conditions being accordingly a^eed upon, the brave general 
Abdallah came forth from the city, and left Xativa with all his 
men he directed hia march towards Almeri% intending td 
pass over into Majorca in company with his father, imlesB 
the affairs of the Almoravides should present a better hope 
of amelioration than could be then entertained. 

Abdallah Aben Gania had no sooner issued from the 
AJesazar of Xativa, than the city was taken into possession 
by Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz, who then dismissed hia 

* This is manifestly an oversight, since Aly Ben Juzef died at the 
close of Begeh in the year 639 j the reign of Taxfin was consequently 
of two months only.— 
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auxiliaries, all highly satisfied with the rich gifts of horses, 
arms, and costly vestments, which he had bestowed upon 
them. Having next placed all things in order within the 
city, he made his solemn entrance, mounted on a fine 
dromedary and bearing magnificent vestments, with the 
most splendid arms: thus surrounded by his Xeques and 
noble cavaliers, he was proclaimed their sovereign by the 
people with all possible demonstrations of gladness, — an 
event which happened in the moon Safer of the year 540. 
On that occasion Alicant was united to the Amilia of 
Xativa, and the province was added to the sovereignty or 
government of Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz. 

During that same moon of Safer, Abu G-iafar Hamdain 
Ben Muhamad Ben Hamdain returned to Murcia, after 
having pursued and harassed Abdallah Aben Gania and 
the Almoravides in their retreat, hanging on their rear and 
doing them all the injury in his power until they reached the 
Oomarcas of Almeria, where the Almoravide party still 
retained the upper hand. 

In Granada the rebellion wa's likewise continued, the 
Almoravides being there also reduced to the Alcazaba ; the 
rebels demanded succour from the people of Cordova, and 
the Cadi Abul Hassan Ben Adha wrote in that behalf to 
his kindred and partizans, Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain con- 
sequently despatched his nephew Aly Ben Omar Mumamad 
Adha, known as OmiLimad, to the aid of the rebels in 
Granada, while the Alcayde of Jaen, Aben Gozei, also 
joined them, marching from that city with such followers as 
he could get together, reinforced by a thousand cavaliers of 
the Axarquia. These forces, united to the body of men 
brought by Abu Giafar of Murcia, formed an imposing 
camp of twelve thousand horse, with a still greater number 
of foot-soldiers. 

When the Almoravides perceived that this tempest had 
gathered around them, they saw clearly that the army then 
menacing them from without, when united with the rebel 
force already within the city, would give them more than 
enough to do ; they consequently held a council, and the 
result of their deliberations was a resolve to attack the 
newly-arrived auxiliaries without delay. At the hour of 
dawn, therefore, they sallied forth from the Alcazaba, and 
falling upon the rebel camp, when the generals commanding 
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were least in expectation of an assault, they attacked the 
lines with infinite valour, defeating and routing their 
enemy, after a cruel slaughter of hia half-sleeping soldiers. 
In the hottest part of the combat, the rebel commander of 
Murcia, Abu Giaiar, was slain, when hia troops, with the 
other auxiliaries, dispersed in all directions, each man 
seeking the safety of hia life in a disgraceful and disorderly 
flight. The victorious Almoravides then returned to their 
stronghold of the Alcazaba. 

When the fugitive relics of Ahen Giafar’s army arrived 
in Murcia, they instantly elected the noble Xeque Ahde- 
rahman Ben Tahir to be their Ameer, proclaiming him at 
the end of the moon of Rebie Primera in the year 540. At 
the samo period, the WaliAlmanzor, who was besieged with 
his Almoravides in the Alcazaba of Malaga, was also 
reduced to surrender that citadel by capitulation, when the 
Ameer Abu Alhakem took possession of the same, and 
Alinanzor Ben Alhaug retired to Murcia, where he arrived 
in the moon of Eebie Sggunda, joining his father, Abu 
Mohamad Ben Alhaug, who was then in that city. 

Now the general Abderahman !gen Tahir entertained 
a particular affection towards the house of Ahen Hud; he 
therefore invited Seif-Dolah Aben Hud to retake possession 
of the throne, calling himself Naib or Viceroy of Murcia 
only; the Alca^ydia he gave to hia brother Abu Becar, and 
having regained possession of the Alcazar, he wrote to the 
Xing Aben Hud Seif-Dolah, urging his immediate arrival: 
but when this determination was made known, Abu Mo- 
hamad Ben Alhaug left the city with Aben Suar and others 
of the principal cavaliers of his party, repairing with those 
followers to Cordova. 

The Ameer Abu Giafar Hamdain Ben Muhamad Ben, 
Hamdam received Muhamad Ben Alhaug with much 
cordiality, supplying him shortly afterwards with a carefully 
chosen body of troops, under the command of his cousin 
Alfolfoli and his nephew Omilimad ; when Muhamad, thus 
reinforced, returned to Murcia, with intent to expel the 
Xeque Abderahman Ahen Tahir, and hoping to re-establish 
his own party in the city. 

Then Abderahman, fearing that he was not sufficiently 
powerM to resist those troops, endeavoured to win the 
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Alcayde of the frontiers of Valencia, Abu Muhamad Ben 
Ayadh, to his party, hoping by his aid to maintain and 
defend the city ; wherefore he sent letters exhorting him to 
repair thither without delay, if he still valued the name of a 
friend to the King, even Aben Hud Seif Dolah. Now Abu 
Muhamad was in his heart inclined to the opposite party, 
but concealing that fact from Abderahman Aben Tahir he 
departed with all speed on the receipt of his letters, and set 
himself on the way to Murcia. Having reached Auriola, 
however, he was met on approaching the town by the 
Alcayde of the same, Zaonoun, who was also of the party 
opposed to Seif-Dolah, and who now proclaimed Abu 
Muhamad Ben Ayahd himself as Ameer of that city and its 
territory. Many of the chief persons of Murcia subse- 
quently arrived at Auriola, when these men, joining Abu 
Muhamad Ben Ayadh, enkindled the desire for sovereignty 
within his heart, and encouraged him to repair as ruler to 
Murcia itself, where they proclaimed him Ameer of the 
place, before any of these things had been made known to 
the Xeque Abderahman Ben Tahir, who was far from 
anticipating such a r^ult, and had even sent forth his 
kinsmen and principal cavaliers to meet Abu Muhamad, 
when intelligence of his approach was brought to him. A 
vast concourse of the people also went forth to meet Aben 
Ayadh, who, comporting himself as their sovereign, took up 
his abode in the Alcazar Quibir, where he was not expected, 
nor had any preparations been made to receive him. 

These things took place on the 10th of the moon of 
G-uimada Primera in the year 540, and when Abderahman 
Aben Tahir was informed thereof, he retired from the Alcazar 
of Bar Saguir, in which he had previously dwelt, to his own 
•private house. There were not wanting men who sought 
to persuade Abu Muhamad Aben Ayadh to take the Lie of 
Abderahijian ; but the virtues and excellence of that noble 
Xeque were perfectly known to Aben Ayadli, who refrained 
from shedding his blood. Thus was Aben Tahir dispossessed 
of his WaLazgo or government by his own auxiliary, after a 
possession of the same which did not amount to more than 
fifty days. 

And now, such is the inconstancy of popular favour, the 
people of Valencia became weary of their Ameer, Abu 



TROTTBLES IIT VAEE3S-CIA- 


483 


A.D 1145.] 

Meruun Ben ALdelaziz, and him whom they had shortly before 
solieitod to become their lord with eager anxiety, they 
instantly afterwards began to abhor; his government and 
proceedings having become msniferable to them. There- 
upon the principal inhabitants of Valencia, with the Aleaydes 
of Alicant, Gezira, Xucar, andMurbitur, sent letters to Abu 
Muhamad Aben Ayadh, the Alcayde of the frontiers, who 
was then at Murcia, and master ot that city, exhorting him 
to repair with all diligence to Valencia, there to assume the 
reins of government, since the state was in a condition of 
dangerous disunion, and destitute of a chief to rule it as 
was needful. 

But this was not done so secretly as that no report of the 
same should reach the ears of Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz, 
who earnestly desired to avert the danger, and punish those 
who had given rise to the troubles he beheld approaching ; 
yet he found it impossible to do so ; the evil having already 
gone too far : discontent and the desire for a new Ameer had 
become general, and certeiin precautions, taken by Abu 
Meruan, becoming instantly known, the people rose in 
rebellion, and he was compelled to Retire from the Alcazar, 
concealing himself in the house of one of his friends until 
he could hnd means to escape from the city. Nor could he 
effect that escape by any other method than the perilous 
and painful one of being let down from the city wall, which 
was done on Tuesday, the 26th, or as other authorities say, 
on the 25tli of Giumada Primera. 

Having no other attendant than one sole guide, Abu 
Meruan Ben Abdelaziz was unhappily led astray by this 
man, and having lost his way, vrhen among the mountains 
of Almeria, he fell into the hands of the Alcayde Muhamad 
Ben Maymoun, to whom he was personally known. Thalf 
ruler, having apprehended him, treated the fallen Ameer 
as a rebel, and sent him in chains to Abdallah, the nephew 
of Aben Gania, who rejoiced greatly at’finding Abu Meruan 
Bon Abdelaziz in his power. He then took his prisoner, 
still in chains, into various parts of Valencia, Almeria, and 
Xativa, leading him, at a word, wliithersoever he went 
himself, even to the causing him to be carried about iu the 
train of the numerous incursions made by his troops on the 
neighbouring Oomarcas. Yet he could not resolve to take 
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his life, and finally carried him in his company to the island 
of Majorca. 

It has been related of Abu Meruan Ben Abdel aziz, that 
when he left Valencia by night and as a fugitive, lie iled to 
Colbira, but instantly returned in disguise to Valencia, 
where he remained in his own private residence until dis- 
covered by some one of the many who were carefully seed- 
ing him, when he once more fled secretly by night, then 
directing his steps towards Murcia. It is added that his 
movements were eagerly followed by Juzef Ben llelaul, 
who sought to take him prisoner ; but Abdelaziz succeeded 
in eluding his intended captor, who finally lost all trace of 
him. The hunted man then remained in Murcia three clays, 
when he departed with a guide who misled ^him among 
the mountains of Almeria, where he was found by the 
cavalry of Maymoun, who gave him up to Abdallah Aben 
Gania, the nephew, as above related, but the family and 
partizans of Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz subsequently took 
vengeance on the Alcayde Muhamad Ben Maymoun for his 
want of generosity, treating him no otherwise than they 
would have done had®he put their chief and kinsman to 
death. » 

When the people of Valencia were made acquainted with 
the flight of their Ameer Abu Meruan Ben Abdelaziz, they 
proclaimed Abdallah Ben MuhamadBen Said Ben Mardanis, 
who had been viceroy or Naib of Aben Ayadh, to be their 
sovereign, appointing him the Alcazar of Valencia for his 
residence. In the end of that same moon of Giumada 
Primera, Aben Ayadh himself, who had received intelligence 
of that proclamation on his way, arrived in the city of 
Valencia, and having remained there and in the Com areas 
•for some days, making arrangements for the defence of the 
frontiers, he then returned to Murcia, leaving as his Naib 
or lieutenant Abu Muhamad Ben Sad, uncle of Abdallah 
Ben Sad, and known as Sad of AJbaceta, as we shall see 
hereafter. Now Abu Giafar Ahmed Ben Gubeir, father of 
AbuHuseinthe Wise, who defended the Alcazar of Valencia, 
was taken prisoner by the people of Aben Ayadh, who sent 
hina in chains to the Castle of Matemis, where he was shut 
up in one of the towers. It is true that he soon purchased his 
freedom at the price of three thousand doubloons, but they 
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deprived him of his hooks, which was the cause of infinite 
grief to Ahmed Ben Q-uheir. He then retired to Xativa, 
where he was subsequently taken captive a second time by 
the people of Aben G-ania, with other partisans of Abu 
Meruan ^ Ben Abdelaziz. Ahmed Ben Grubeir was then 
thrown into a dark prison where he could not distinguish 
day from night, and where he remained until taken by 
his captors to Majorca, as we shall relate hereafter. 

When Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain had succeeded in 
prevailing on the light-minded and inconstant people of 
Cordova to expel the King Aben Hud Seif Bolah from that 
city, the last-mentioned prince departed for Jaen, where 
his partisans were found daily to increase their numbers. 
He found means also to win the heart of Aben Grozei, 
Alcayde of Jaen, who was anxious to avenge the aifront 
which he had received from the Almoravides, when they had 
defeated his troops and caused him to fail in his designs on 
Granada *, wherefore he now offered to proceed against them 
in company with Aben Hud Seif Dolah. Having reached 
Granada accordingly, they entered the city by the Bab* 
Morun, when the Cadi Aben Adha came forth to meet 
them, appearing on foot to do Seif Dolah the greater honour. 
Hff' saluted the latter with much respect, and entertained 
him magnificently, together with his son, Amad Dolah. 

How it chanced that Seif Dolah on that occasion com- 
plained of thirst and desired water, when the cup was 
served to him by Aben Ah da himself ; but as the prince 
was raising that beaker to his lips he was interrupted by an 
Alima who stood near, and who exclaimed, “ Drink not, Oh 
Sultan, for the cup hath been prepared for thee,” There- 
upon Seif Dolah set the goblet down, and did not drink, 
but Aben Adha, w^ho had none but good intentions towards^ 
him, and felt ashamed of this accusation, took the goblet 
and drank the contents thereof, to the end that Seif Dolah 
might be convinced of his uprightness of purpose in that 
matter; and he did in effect remove all suspicion from 
himself, but the cup had indeed been prepared with evil 
designs, and that same night Aben Adha died, a poison 
of a bitter-sweet flavour having been mingled with the 
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drink, which was thus made to taste like a preparation of 
su^ar and oranges : it has not howev<jr been clearly ascer- 
tained whether this had happened by accident or had been 
done maliciously, with intent to deprive of life whomsoever 
of the race of Aben Uud should taste thereof. 

This eircuinstance of the poisoned cup caused Seif Bolah 
Aben Hud to feel so much suspicion of the inconstant 
people, that he would not consent to remain in the city, 
although they all gave signs of infinite delight at his 
appearance, the more important of the citizens more par- 
ticularly. The prince determined, nevertheless, to abide 
in the gardens near Granada, and causing a magnificent 
pavilion to he erected for him, he remained there for ten 
days. That time having elapsed, he began his attack on the 
Alcazaha Alhambra, wliich was held by the Almoravides, who 
defended themselves against the troops of Seif Dolah and 
those of the city with infinite bravery. 

Many sanguinary combats then took place, and each day 
saw the destruction of numerous, lives on either side. On 
the eighth day of these skirmishes the contest was a more 
particularly obstinate •one ; hut Seif Bolah and those of 
Granada were eventually repulsed by the Almoravides, who 
made a fearful carnage among them. 

On that day, Amad Bolah, the son of Seif Bolah Aben 
Hud, was grievously wounded, and being taken prisoner by 
the Almoravides was carried into the Alcazaba, where he 
that night died of his wmunds. The captors then wrapped 
his hody in camphor, and sent it for interment to the father 
of the slain prince, even Seif Bolah Aben Hud, having first 

E laced it in a precious casket of fine wood, adorned with 
:inges of gold, and filled with the richest perfumes. 

• Seif Bolah did not remain more than a month in Granada, 
since he perceived that the people had become weary of the 
toilsome, labours which they were enduring, with so little 
profit from the struggle, the horrors of which were all the 
more sensibly felt because the combats were delivered in the 
heart of the city itself. He therefore struck his camp one 
night and departed for Jaen, leaving Granada to he governed 
by Abu Hassan Ben Adha, the son of him who had died of 
the poisoned cup, as above related. On Seif Bolah’ s depar- 
ture, the pdople of Granada commenced negociations with 
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the Almoravidea, and the conditions having been agreed to 
on the part of the principal officers among the latter, those 
troops came forth from the fortress and retired to Almune- 
caub, the port of Elvira, where they were most conveniently 
placed for eventually crossing into Africa. 


CHAP. XXXVIII.— Wabs among- the mosiemah or Spain stiil 

OONTINTTED. 

Now Seif Dolah Aben Hud, after his departure from 
Granada, continued his stay in Jaen for some time longer, 
and he there received envoys from Murcia, offering him 
allegiance in the name of the city, and requesting that he 
would be pleased to repair thither. He accordingly mounted 
his horse without delay, and accompanied by many noble 
cavaliers of his party, set forth in that direction, despatching 
letters at the same time to his friend Abu Muhamad Aben 
Ayadh, to give the latter notice of the day when he proposed 
to arrive It was indeed to his old^nd well-tried friendship 
tl^at Sief Dolah was indebted for his proclamation as Ameer 
of Murcia, secret intelligence having ‘ever been maintained 
between them. 

The prince made his entry into Murcia on Eriday, the 
18th day of the moon Regib, in the year 540, Aben 
Muhamad Aben Ayadh having gone forth to meet him with 
the cavalry of Murcia, and accompanied by his son Abu 
Becar. The day was held in the city as one of high festival, 
and Seif Dolah was proclaimed amidst manifestations of 
infinite rejoicing by the people, who there gave ready 
obedience to the wiU of Abu Muhamad Ahen Ayadb. BA 
the new sovereign did not remain more than a few days in 
Murcia, after which he departed for Valencia in company 
with Aben Ayadh, who had caused all to be prepared for his 
proclamation in that city also, where it was made accordingly 
under the most festive auspices, and amidst the acclamations 
of a vast concourse of the people. Shortly afterwards Seif 
Dolah and his friend repaired to Denia, where that prince 
was likewise proclaimea : they then repaired in company to 
Murcia, where the Ameer Seif Dolah Aben Hud took up 
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his nhodo in tho Alcazarquibir, and tlie^ General Aben 
Ayadh in the Alcazarquibir, but as respecting'^tho govern- 
ment everything was done by Aben Ayadh, although in the 
name of the Ameer Sief Dolah Aben lJud. 

ISo long time had elapsed after these events before intel- 
ligence from the frontiers was received in Murcia to the 
effect that Abdallah Ben Petah El Thograi, Alcavde of 
Cuenca, was making incursions on the territory of Xativa, 
the Christians, whom he had invited to his assistance, cutting 
up the fields and devastating the district in all directions. 
Then followed letters from the Xaib of Valencia, Abdallah 
Aben Sad, informing Seif Dolah that El Thograi and his 
ally, Aladfuns* of the Tagus, were holding the city of Xativa 
in close siege. Whereupon the Ameer and his Wali Aben 
Ayadh assembled the cavalry of Murcia, Lorca, and Alicant, 
without the delay of an hour, and wrote to the Xaib of 
Valencia, desiring him also to sally forth with his people, 
and join them in proceeding against the aggressors. 

When the Christians were informed of these movements 
they struck their camp, not considering it advisable to wait 
the junction of Murcia^and Valencia, whose troops they 
might hope to defeat with more certainty if they could taJ^e 
them while separate. They thus desired first to encounter 
the troops of Murcia, whom they dreaded more than those of 
Valencia, and when they should have given them battle then to 
return and meet the forces of Valencia. But the swiftness and 
diligence of the Valencian commanders were such that they 
brought up their troops' a day earlier than it was supposed 
possible, for them to do so, and joined those of Murcia by 
so much the more rapidly than hai been anticipated by either 
tost. 

•' The encounter which then ensued took place in the plains 
of Albacite at a place called the field of Lug, which is in 
the vicinity of Chmgila. The battle commenced with the 
first hour of day, and was a very obstinate one, both parties 
fighting with equal fury, and exhibiting a cruel rage, which 
made them appear less like men than wild beasts, tearing 
each other to pieces. On that field there contended the 
moat able and valiant warriors, whether of the Moalemah or 
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Christian faith, the implacable hatred of both nations being 
there made manifest, and the bravery as well as constancy 
of the well-experienced combatants on either side being 
eq^ually conspicuous. 

And now iu the thickest of the fight the valiant Ameer 
Seif Dolah Aben Hud fell mortally wounded by the thrust 
of a lance : his sword, waving in the hottest of the struggle, 
had left the noble breast to be pierced through, and with 
rivers of his heart’s blood the exalted soul passed forth by 
that issue. Fighting like a raging lion among the foremost 
there also fell Abdallah Aben Sad, Naib of Valencia, 
nephew of Muhamad Aben Sad Ben Mardanis, Haib of 
Murcia. With the loss of those two illustrious leaders sank 
the spirit of the Moslemah both of Murcia and Valencia. 
In vain did the heroic valour of the Wali Abu Muhamad 
Aben Ayadh make giant efforts to maintain the combat ; he 
could not prevent his people from resigning the field to their 
enemy, and the flight of the vanquished soldiers was pro- 
tected only by the shadows of the night, which alone availed 
to give a truce to the cruel slaughter. Aben Ayadh thus 
escaped with the relics of the arnjv, and by some of the 
authorities we are told that Aben Hud also left the field 
alit«, but died in the night from the loss of blood which his 
many wounds occasioned. That defeat of the Moslemah 
took place on a Giuma, or Friday, which was the 20th of 
the moon Xaban, in the year 540, or, as other writers of the 
period say, on a Saturday in the same moon. 

After this battle, Abdallah El Thograi, with his allies, 
proceeded to besiege the city of Murcia, where the govern- 
ment had been left to Muhamad Ben Sad Aben Mardanis, who 
was Haib thereof. But that general would not await the 
foe within the walls, and with the small force at hi^ 
command he sallied forth against El Thograi, to whom he 
offered battle before the city, and fought with infinite 
valour. The troops of Aben Sad were nevertheless defeated 
by tho greater number of their enemies, and many perished 
at the hands of the Infidels, who followed eagerly in pursuit 
of the flying. Aben Sad himself escaped solely by the 
fleetness of his horse, and took refuge with a few of Ins 
people in Alicant. 

Abdallah El Thograi then gained possession of Murcia, 
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wliicli he entered in the first days of the moon Dylhagia m 
the year 540. He took much pains to win the friendship 
of the citizens by his favourable treatment of them, and 
laboured earnestly to renew his former alliance with their 
principal men ; but he could not prevent the Christiana who 
were hia auxiliaries from forming part of the force which 
then garrisoned Murcia, although he greatly desii’ed to do so, 
and their presence was a thing by which the inhabitants 
were all much dissatisfied. 

The Wall Muhamad Aben Ayadh was meanwhile thinking 
only of vengeance, and occupied himself eagerly in the 
assemblage of troops with which he might once more make 
head against the foe. 

On the side of Algarve, Ahmed Ben Husein Aben Cosai 
was pursuing his conquests, and proceeding from Oalat 
Mertula, he had made himself master of the greater portion 
of the district, nearly all the towns having submitted them- 
selves to his rule. When this leader was informed of the 
successes obtained by Ahdelmumen Ben Aly and his Al- 
mohades in Africa, and heard of the death of King Taxfin 
at Ilhran, he sent lette^p and messages to the Prince of the 
Almohades, Ahdelmumen, giving him an account of the 
revolutions which had taken place in Spain, and rel^Ittlig 
the manner in which he had himself obtained possession of 
a certain part of Andalusia while acting against the Almo- 
ravides, whom he declared to he heretics and bad Moslemah, 
He furthermore made profession of his own adhesion to the 
opinions of El Mehedi and the doctrines of Alzagali, and 
concluded by proffering his allegiance to Ahdelmumen Ben 
Aly, whom he invited to enter Andalusia and make himself 
master of that country. Highly satisfied with these pro- 
(^eedings on the part of Ahmed Ben Husein Ahen Cosai, 
Ahdelmumen replied by appointing that leader to be hia 
Wali of Algarve; and this was done in the moon of Eebie 
Segunda in the year 540. 

At the same time, the general of the Almoravides, Abu 
Zacaria Yahye Aben G-ania, being made acquainted with 
the evil condition of his sovereign’s affairs in Africa, con- 
tinued to do his utmost for the support of the tottering empire 
of the latter in Andalusia, not only by force of arms, hut also by 
the exercise of the most consummate prudence. He passed 
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throu^^li all tlie provinces still remaining true to the house 
of J uzef, King of the Moslemah, exhorting the people to 
unioti and obedience to their legitimate sovereigns, nor 
failing to employ rigorous measures wherever he found 
persuasions of no a\ail. By these means Abu Zaearia 
maintained many of the principal cities in their allegiance 
to their king ; but perceiving that in despite of all his efforts 
the rebels wore nevertheless gaining ground, those of the 
Axarquia and Algarve* more especially being very powerful, 
ho resolved at length to seek alliances among the Christians : 
he furthermore endeavoured to weaken the force of tho 


rebel bands by sowing the seeds of dissension among their 
leaders ; and having heard that Ahmed Huscin Aben Cosai 
had written to the Almohades, proposing to subject himself 
to their allegiance, as related above, he took occasion from 
the reward received by Aben Cosai on being named the 
Wali of Algarve, to excite against him the envy of hia 
partizans, Mohamad Ben Sid-Eay and Omar Ben Al- 
mondar; having caused^ it to be intimated to those 
generals that it was now time they should look about for 
themselves, since Aben Cosai thoi^ght only of his own 


aggrandizement, and aimed at nothing less than securing 
thesovereignty of the state for himself. Aben Gama 
added that Aben Cosai was manifestly attacking the liberties 
of them all, since he was labouring to bring the fierce 
Almohades into Spain, thus renewing tho misfortunes which 
the Andalusian princes and generals had endured from the 
coming of tho Almoravides, with this difference, that Juzef 
Ben Taxfin had been summoned to redeem the Moslemah 


from the chains drawn around them by the tyrant Alfonso, 
while Ahmed Hiisein Aben Cosai could assign no motive so 
laudable for the evil course which he was at that moment. 


pursuing, but was in fact moved solely by an unbridled 
desire of sovereignty, which was now leading him to invite 
to Spain those ruthless Almohades by whom such vast 
rivers of Moslemah blood had already been shed in Africa. 
Aben Gania concluded by declaring that for himself he 
sought only to maintain without a blemish the honourable 
charge of General and Protector of the Prontiers, which he 
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had held so long, and, continuing in the path of God, to be 
the true servant of Islam, even to the death; but as 
regarded the generals whom he addressed, they were 
assured that he desired nothing more than to open their 
eves to the dangers they were incurring fromj the ambition 
of Aben Cosai. 

The two generals to whom Abu Zacaria Aben Gania 
directed these reasonings were men of noble minds and 
generous hearts ; the fires of emulation, not wholly extin- 
guished within them, were rekindled, and they began to 
observe the government of Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai with 
disapproval. The alliances he had formed, and the treaties 
he had concluded of his own authority, were made the 
pretext for an open rupture, which was presently followed 
by each of the generals leading his troops against their late 
chief, Aben Cosai. 

That Wali, the better to defend himself from their 
attack, then invited to his aid the tyrant Aben Errik, 
Lord of Colymbria, who lost no time in repairing to 
Andalusia, when Aben Cosai *and himself entered the 
territories of Beja qipd Merida in company with the 
Christian forces, committing their accustomed ravages in 
all the districts within their reach. They were oppos^ff^by 
Muhamad Sid Eay and Omar Ben Almondar, when many 
sanguinary battles were delivered between those forces; 
but the troops of Ahmed Cosai were defeated, and he was com- 
pelled to retire to his fortress of Calat Mertula. These 
events took place in the moon Xaban 540, and the cavaliers of 
Abep. Errik then departing, received rich gifts from Aben 
Cosai, both of arms and horses. But the proceedings of the 
latter were as those of a servant who dares not move an eye- 
lash without the consent of others, and awaits the command 
of his master for every action. This gave occasion for his 
enemies to bring him into contempt, and he became the 
scorn as* well as the abhorrence of the people, insomuch 
that his troops would no longer defend him, but were 
disposed, on the contrary, to promote the designs of those 
who sought his rum. A popular insurrection was thus 
easily excited against Aben Cosai, when the generals 
attacking him found means to possess themselves of his 
fortress of Calat Mertula, which done, they hurried to the 
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Alcazar of Axaregib, -where he then dwelt, and deposing 
Ahmed lluseiu Abeii Cosai, they proclaimed IMuhaniad fSid 
Itay govortior in his stead. Then the latter seized Abon 
Cosiu and imprisoned him in Medina Beja; but in the 
moantmie a partizan of the fallen chief, Abdallah Ben Aly 
Ben yamail, had raised his banner and did his utmost 
to support the claims of his chief. This general Abdallah 
succeeded in obtaining possession of Bcja, and at oiico 
set Aben Cosai free, when Muhamad Sid Eay was com- 
pelled to fly in his turn, and took refuge in Seville, 


CHAP.. XXXIX.— Or the war between the almoraviees ani> 

AXMOHAnES. 

The sanguinary struggle so long maintained in Africa 
between the Almoravides and Almohades was meanwhile 
continued without ceasing. ‘'The Mexuar, or Great Council 
of Morocco, had proclaimed the son^of King Taxfin, even 
Ibrahim Abu Ishak, so soon as they had been made ac- 
quaiw^d with his father’s unhappy death ; seeing that King 
Taxfin, becoming distrustful of his fortune, had caused him 
to receive the oath of allegiance as future sovereign of tho 
empire, and had sent him from TJhran to Morocco, for the 
greater safety, but a short time before fhis own death. The 
ceremony of Ibrahim’s inauguration had in fact taken place 
about a month prior to that event, and all the nobles of 
Lamtuna had then willingly taken the oath of allegiance to 
him. 

There was, nevertheless, one person who now opposed 
the solemn proclamation and acknowledgment of Ibrahim 
as King of Morocco ; this w^as his uncle and the brother of 
his father, even Ishak Ben Aly, who refused him obedience, 
and demanded that he should himself be proclaimed king, 
No-r were there wanting Almoravide nobles who supported 
that fatal division^inthe already tottering empire of Morocco^ 
as if they desired to- give a new impulse to the fall of the 
state, now imminent, and had determined to hasten the 
approach of its total ruin, although they could not but be 
aware that Abdelmumen Ben Aly never laid the arms from 
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his victorious hands, but was triumphantly proceeding 
through the provinces, of which he subjugated the towns 
and reduced the inhabitants to his obedience. 

Thus the Prince of the Almoravides had no sooner taken 
possession of Uhran, wherein he made a terrible carnage, 
than he occupied the stronghold of Marsaelquiver, and 
then striking his camp, departed to lay siege to Telencen. 
Here he subjected the city to many rude assaults, and 
after pressing it closely for a considerable time, entered 
it finally by force of arms, when, as the defence had been 
an obstinate one, Abdelmuinen avenged himself by causing 
all the lining souls that appeared before the eyes of 
his ferocious soldiery to be put to the sword. The car- 
nage was of a truth most frightful ; nay, it is affirmed by 
Isa Ben Ahmed Musa that one hundred thousand creatures 
of Allah were slaughtered on that day of horror, when Abdel- 
mumen Ben Aly stormed the town : he adds that all the 
peaceful citizens, as well as the warriors, perished; that 
Telencen was given up to the plhnder of the ruffian soldiery, 
who committed robberies and murders unrestrained, until 
they had well-nigh appeased their insatiable covetousness, 
as well as satisfied their inhuman cruelty. « 

In Telencen Abdelmumen made his abode during seven 
months, but despatched his generals to the siege of Medina 
Pez without loss of time. Those leaders then obtained 
possession of Mezq^uinez by treaty, and having done so, they 
sat themselves down before the city of Fez. 

ITow the governor of Medina Fez was a son of King Aly, 
and was called Tahye Abu Becar : he had a distinguished 
general for his Amil, or Administrator of ALfiairs, an Anda- 
lusiau, named Abdallah Ben Ohayar El Jaeni, known also 
as Aben Aly of Jaen. This brave leader defended the city 
well ; he made perpetual sallies with strong and carefully 
chosen 'troops of cavalry, giving frequent surprises also to 
the Almohade camp, and supplying his enemies with suf- 
ficient occupation. Wherefore Abdelmumen Ben Aly, 
perceiving that the siege of Medina Fez was much pro- 
longed, determined to use a stratagem, w'hich availed him 
more than all the machines of war wherewith he had pre- 
viously assailed the place. Felling a large quantity of 
trees, and getting together vast beams of wood, he caused 
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a strong dam to bo constructed across tbo river which 
traversed the city. Abdelminncu was much aided in the 
pixrpose hc‘- had conceived by the natural disposition of 
the country, since the river approaches l^ez by a narrow valley 
ending in a closely restricted channel. By the strong wall 
thus erected, the 'Almohado prince succeeded in repressing 
the current, and a vast pond or lake being gradually formed, 
was at length found capable of bearing groat barks, and had 
all the appearance of a sea. ’When the waters had now 
attained their highest point and began to seek now channels 
by pouring themselves over the neighbouring fields, Abdol- 
mumen caused the dam to be suddenly destroyed, when the 
whole force of that horrible inundation fell with a frightful 
impetuosity on the city walls, a great portion of the upper 
part of which they carried away, and flooding the town, 
destroyed the bridges, the public edifices and the private 
dwellings of the citizens, in vast numbers. 

This catastrophe took place at the hour of dawn, and on 
the evening preceding that night the Wali of Medina Bez, 
even Yahye Aben Aly, utfcle of the King, had celebrated 
his nuptials with a beautiful damsel, but of whom the 
general Abdallah El Jaeni w'as also unhappily much 
eifWoured, and therefore considered himsclt* heavily ag- 
grieved by those nuptials. Abdallah was nevertheless true 
to Ilia duty on that occasion, and hearing the fearful rumour 
of w'atcrs, while he felt the earth tremble at the same 
moment beneath his foot, he kne k that the pent up river 
must have burst its bounds. Wherefore, hastening to the 
nearest gate with such force as he could assemble, he 
commanded a portion of the troops to mount the ruins and 
defend the broken summit of the walls, while he marched 
forth with the remainder to attack the enemy when the 
latter was least expecting an assault. The depth and fury oi 
the stream was meanwhile preventing the Almohades from 
entering the city as they had hoped to do, while they were 
also compelled to accept the battle which El Jaeni with 
so much valour had gone forth to offer them. Thus Abdel- 
mumen Ben Aly did not then obtain the triumph which he 
had expected. The river had destroyed more than a 
thousand houses, with several mosques and other important, 
buildings, yet the city maintained its own, and still con- 
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tinned to occupy the besiegers in daily skirmishes, wherein 
they fought with varying fortunes. 

ill Jaoni had meanwhile not forgotten the grief inflicted 
on him by the loss of the lady whom he loved, nor had the 
desperation of his jealousy abated, when a new cause of 
displeasure supervened, making his ill-repressed anger to 
burst forth with ungovernable violence ; and the matter was 
on this wise. The Ameer Tahye Abu Becar Ben Aly had 
demanded the accounts relating to a certain sum of money, 
which he required the general Abdallah to pay over to him 
at once; but El Jaeni excused himself by alleging the 
urgent demand made on his attention by the defence of 
the city: then, as one word followed another, both parties 
became heated and injurious words were exchanged. El Jaeni 
then commenced a negociation with Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
for the surrender of Medina Eez, and after a certain time 
threw open the gates of the city to that leader, when 
the King of the Almohades was proclaimed therein. 
This event took place on the evening of Wednesday, the 14th 
of the moon Dilcada, in the yeaf 540. 

Filled with terror aj the ruin which had thus ensued, the 
Ameer Tahye Abu Becar Ben Aly fled with his family and 
household, directing his steps towards Tangiers, wheBN^he 
took ship and embarked for Andalusia. Abdallah El Jaeni 
was meanwhile treated with much honour by the Yizier of 
Abdelmumen, Abu Q-iafar Ahmed Ben G-iafar Ben Atia, 
who was a native of Andalusia, and had come from Camarola, 
near Tartuxa, which is in the eastern part of that country. 
Abu G-iafar had been Vizier six-and-thirty years ; he had 
a brother, called Abu Akil Atia, who was but three-and- 
twenty, yet the latter, as well as himself, was in the highest 
^favour with Abdelmumen, and both now gave proof of 
great friendship for El Jaeni: he on his part wrote elegant 
verses in praise of Abu G-iafar, whose fortunes we shall 
relate hereafter. 

In the commencement of the year 541, and towards the 
middle of the moon of Muharram, the city of Agmat was 
likewise surrendered to Abdelmumen Ben Aly by capitu- 
lation, and that sovereign being now free from his labours 
as regarded Medina-Fez, despatched his troops to the siege 
of Sale and Mekinesa. To the last-named place fthen pro- 
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ceedod six thousand horsemen from the Cabilas of Rukiin, 
Mikilita, Zaneta, and QuiKuaya, mIio fixed their eamp 
beforo the same, and to defend themselves from the frequent 
sallies of the besiegers, they constructed a 'wall around tho 
city, so that none could eomo forth from it at any point, 
certain gates alone excepted, and at these the Alniohades 
kept a strong guard, constantly watching them both day and 
night. The besiegers furthermore did not fail to enter 
these enclosures occasionally to attack the brave inhabitants 
of Agmat, who fought valiantly, but with various fortunes, 
Abdclinumcn wus himself pi'csent at this siege ; but per- 
ceiving that it was likely to bo much prolonged, he made all 
needful dispositions for the continuance of the conilict, and 
having eflected that purpose, departed with his principal 
cavaliers to invest Sale. Here the inhabitants came forth 
to receive him so soon as they perceived his banners and 
before he had found time to fix his pavilion. They prufiered 
him their allegiance with one accord, and even surrendered 
the Alcazaba to his pleasure on that same day. This was 
a beautiful and very strong forti'ess, w’hich the King Taxfin 
had constructed in the suburb of SaB, 


CHAP. XL.— The ALMonAUEs pass the sea ake enter stain. 

TUEIR PIRST OONOTTRSTS IN THAT COUNTBX E VEL OP TUE EMPIBB 

OP THE ALMORAVIEEB. 

♦His conquest of Almagreb being thus so happily completed, 
Abdelmumeu now made preparation for two campaigns with 
which his thoughts had long been much occupied, and for 
these he assembled a largo army, with vast stores of arms, 
horses, provisions, and machines of war — all things that* 
could bo required, at a word, for the due promotion of 
a warlike purpose. He then commanded his general Abu 
Amraun Muza Ben Said to pass tlie strait and enter 
Andalusia with ten thousand cavalry, and double that 
number of foot-soldiers, considering the revolutions and 
civil wars in that country to present him with a favourable 
opportunity for making himself master of the kingdom. 
Abdelmumen had already provided ships for the embarkation 
of his troops at Tangiers and Cazar and in the moon 
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of Dylliagia 540 tho preparations ■wore already much ad- 
vanced for that purpose. Towards the close of Dylhagia, 
therefore, the passage was happily accomplished, and the 
Almohade force made good its lauding on the coast near 
AlgeziraAlhadra,when they eommonced the siege of that city, 
which soon yielded to their arms, seeing that tho Almoravides 
by whom it was defended could not hope for aid from any 
quarter : wherefore they did not delay to propose the con- 
ditions of surrender. But before these had been agreed on, 
and while Aben Amraun was still besieging Algezira, there 
came to his aid a large body of cavalry from Algarve, 
brought thither by Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai, whom Abu 
Amraun went forth to meet, and received with much distinc- 
tion, Then the Almoravide garrison, not hoping favourable 
conditions, and perceiving well that the city could not 
maintain a protracted defence, sallied forth with despair 
in their hearts, burst through the camp of the Almohades, 
and making themselves a road with tho point of their lances, 
fled with adl speed towards Medina Sevflle. 

In the moon of Muharram of the year 541, the Almohades 
entered Algezira, whet, the inhabitants of the city were not 
ill-treated, because they had made no resistanc e. _ T he 
Almohade force then directed its march on Gebal ‘fane,* 
which surrendered in like manner, after the example of 
Algezira, when the troops passed on towards Xena, where 
they fixed their camp with intention to besiege the city. 
But during the same day there came forth form Xeris the 
Alcayde of the place, Abul Camar, who was of the family ofi 
Ahen Gl-ama, accompanied by one hundred nohje cavaliers, 
and all proceeded m peace towards the camp of the 
Almohades, to whose sovereign they offered their allegiance 
in the name of the whole city ; placing themselves under 
his shelter and protection, and taking the oath of fidelity 
and allegiance. 

Abu Amraun immediately wrote an account of these 
victories and fortunate events to his master, |Aldelmumen 
Ben Aly ; he insisted much on the ready submission of the 
Xerezanos, whereat the King Abdelmumen was greatly 
rejoiced, and sent letters to the city of Xeris, expressing his 
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Batisfaction for that she had been the jSrst toTO of Andalusia 
to accept liis rule, and assuring the inhabitants of his protec- 
tion. Ife then commanded that the A} untaniiento, or 
assembled council of that place, should take precedence of 
all others in the Cortes during the solemn ceremonies 
observed every year at the public celebration of the Azala; 
adding that the magistrates thereof should be called the Ade- 
lantadoa,* or Presidents of Xcris, with the honour of being 
always tbo first to salute the king and present their requests 
or representations before any other city,— privileges which 
were all maintained to the men of Xerea while the dynasty 
of the Almohades endured. v 

In the south of Spain the civil war was meanwhile con- 
tinued with unabated fury. On receiving intelligence of 
the victory obtained before Murcia by Abdallah El Thograi 
over his Naib Muhamad Ben Sad, and of the entry ol El 
Thograi into that city, Muhamad Aben Ayadh prepared to 
take vengeance ; he collected a powerful army from the 
territories of Valencia, Lqjf^ca, and Alicant, with which he 
then proceeded to seek his enemy in the city of Murcia. 

iN'ow the inhabitants of that plac^were much dissatisfied 
with Abdallah El Thograi, because he still retained his 
ClTtl^ian allies in his company, and Aben Ayadh perceived 
that to obtain possession of Murcia under these circum- 
stances he would need to endure no heavier toil than that of 
scaling a wall or forcing a gate. He therefore attacked 
the place, which ho entered sword in hand; but the 
inhabitants themselves at once took arms against the 
Christians and their allies the Moslemah of Aiarquia, who 
were those led by Abdallah El Thograi, and the latter hav- 
ing at once to defend the walla and to meet the inhabitants 
who attacked them within, could do nothing available for^ 
their own safety, insomuch that they were defeated by the 
bands of both their assailants. Abdallah El Thograi himself 
having fought at the gate of the city like the valiant leader 
he had ever been accounted, perceived the insurrection of 
the people, and unable to rally his own troops from their 
chsorder and confusion, he fled with certain of his cavaliers 
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and such of his allies as had joined him in the battle, 
departing from the city by the gate called that of Africa. ’ 
But as El Thograi was leaving the walls behind him, a 
stone cast from the same struck and wounded the head of 
his horse, when tlie animal, terrihed or stunned, fell with 
hia rider into the river. There, a certain Aben Pedar cut 
down the fallen general, w’ithout any one of his companions 
appearing to take notice of what was occurring, each being 
occupied with the caro of his proper safety. He who bad 
killed El Thograi in the river had thus full leisure to take 
off the head of his victim, which ho carried to the G-eneral 
Muhamad Ahen Ayadh, who rejoiced much at the sight 
thereof, and paid him who had brought it very largely. 

That entrance of Aben Ayadh into Murcia took place on 
the 7th day of Eegcb, in the year 541. The cavaliers of 
Murcia, who had openly favoured the party of Aben Ayadh, 
were treated with much honour by that general, and he 
pardoned those who had followed the banners of his enemy, 
but he gave no quarter to such of tho Christians as fell into 
his hands, and commanded that •all should be decapitated. 
Aben Ayadh was then proclaimed for the second time 
Ameer of Murcia and 9£ all the Axarquia of Spain. 

In Africa, meanwhile, the second campaign projectod Jpj 
Ahdelmumen Een Aly, King of the Almohades, was opened 
by himself in person, when his march was directed on 
Morocco, and he commenced the siege of that court and 
city with a well-appointed force. He had fixed his camp 
on a height situate to the west of the city, and called G-ebd 
G-elez, which has no great elevation, and is in fact but a 
hillock. Here Abdelmumen commenced the erection of 
dwellings for the shelter of his troops, and believing that the 
siege of Morocco would he a protracted one, he determined 
build what might he called a city, which he began to do 
in the moon of Muharram of the year 641. He constructed 
a mosque in the centre of the place, with the tower of such 
height that all the city of Morocco and the surrounding 
country was visible therefrom. Within the circle of this 
town Abdelmumen arranged separate stations or barracks 
for the different Oabilas composing his powerful army, these 
being all appointed and distributed by the King of the 
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Almoliades himself, with the most careful attention and 
much judgment. 

When the troops had reposed themselves for some days, 
Ahdelmumen commanded that the greater part of his force 
should be led to the attack of Morocco, while the remaining 
portion was placed in ambush at such points as he con- 
sidered well suited for that purpose, his own position being 
selected on a convenient elevation, where he remained with 
his Viziers and others of his principal cavaliers to observe 
whatever passed, and whence they could clearly distinguish 
the various events of the field beneath them. The 
Almohade force arrived in good order before the walls of 
Morocco, and the troops who were defending the city 
coming forth to meet them, an obstinate combat ensued. 
The iimoravides fought with great bravery, and th6 
Almohades resisted them for a time with infinite steadiness, 
but at a certain moment the latter began to give way, and 
commenced their retreat slowly, with a view to attract the 
enemy to those points where the various bands disposed in 
ambush were concealed. When the besieged had reached the 
destined place, Ahdelmumen commanded that all should 
sally forth to the attack, and the SJmoravides, unable to 
rdsittt the onslaught of those who came thus fresh and in 
full force to assail them, turned bridle and fled towards the 
city with the swords of the Almohades on their necks, and 
the foe pursuing them did not fail to] make fearful havoc 
among their numbers. The beaten Almoravides thus 
arrived at the gates of Morocco, where the carnage became 
more than ever fearful, by reason of the narrowness of the 
way, and the haste with which all strove to enter within 
the walls. 

Rendered cautious by the unhappy result of this sortie^ 
the defenders of Morocco no longer sallied forth so boldly 
to attack their enemies, and the Almohades had now little 
more to do than to guard the approaches, so as to prevent the 
ordinary supplies of provisions from entering the city. The 
siege was thus continued, and promised to become stiE 
further protracted. The .^mohade forces were meanwhile 
attacking Tanja, of which they obtained possession at the 
close of the moon Eebie Postrera, in the year 541. 

The vast population of Morocco and the animals kept 
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■within the city had now brought all the food stored therein 
to an end, and everything eatable was consumed. At first 
the people suffered from scarcity only, but soon followed 
hunger : the animals having been all devoured, impure and 
unheard-of substances were next eaten in the place of 
wholesome food, until the wretched inhabitants wtue reduced 
to feeding on the corpses of the dead, while in the prisons, 
the miserable captives, receiving no ■food, were reduced to 
draw lots, thereby to determine which among them should 
be slaughtered ?uid serve as food to the others. The 
mortality then became such that the streets and public 
squares were filled with the dead, and the living differed 
but little from those who had ceased to suffer. All the 
infancy and youth of the city fell a sacrifice to that hideous 
scourge of famine, the numbers destroyed amounting in the 
whole to no less than two hundred thousand souls. 

At length the few that remamed were found unable to 
use their arms, and could make no defence ; a fearful silence 
reigned in the city, late so full of life and movement : nor 
was there one who could suggest ground of hope where- 
with to comfort anothey such were the horrible calamities 
by which the fall of the Almoravide empire wbs accom- 
panied. • ^ 

Ahen Iza Ben Ahmed El Eazif relates that in these 
terrible circumstances certain Christiana of Andalusia, then 
serving among the cavalry still alive in Morocco, held 
secret conference with the emissaries of Ahdelmumen Ben 
Aly, whom they agreed to give entrance to the city by the 
gate of Agmat on the day which he had fixed on as that for 
a general scaling of the walls. The King of the Almohades 
promised them security for their own persons in return fbr 
t^at service ; and preparing the scaling ladders with all else 
necessary for his purpose, he then distributed the needful 
preparations among the various Cabilas of his host. These 
things arranged, the troops of Ahdelmumen surrounded the 
unhappy city on Saturday, the 18th of the moon Xawal, and 
at the hour of dawn they fixed their scaling ladders without 
finding any to oppose or give them disturbance ; the soldiers 
then made good their entrance by those means, and poured 
into the place as might raging wolves into the fold of the 
timid sheep. The tribes of Henteta and Tinmaul rushed 
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in by the gate of Dukela, those of Sanhaga and Masamnda 

by the gate of — while the Oabila of Escnra and 

many others found entrance by the gate of Agmat. 

The defence was a short and feeble one, the Alcazar 
Alhigar alone offering some slight resistance, seeing that 
therein was the King Abu Ishak Ibrahim A ben Taxffn, 
with the jjrincipal cavaliers and nobles of his court, as well 
as the chief of the Almoravide generals. The carnage in 
the widely-extended city was continued from early morning 
to the going down of the sun, and even to those miserable 
creatures who entreated mercy, the wretched remains of life 
which famine had left them were refused by their unrelent- 
ing victors ; nor would the cruel prince of the Almohades 
grant quarter to any man, or listen to the prayers of one 
among the suppliants. 

Having forced their way to the Alcazar Alhigar, the 
Almohade conquerors drew the unhappy King Ibrahim 
thence, with many noble Xeques and distinguished generals 
who were in his company? all of whom they led before the 
implacable Abdelmumen Ben Aly, who was awaiting them 
in the city which he had built on tte Gebal Gelez. When 
hft beheld the unfortunate King Ibrahim approaching, and 
saw that he was a mere youth in the very flower of his days, 
the fierce Almohade felt himself moved to compassion, and 
turning to Ins Vizier, he said, “ His misfortunes are suffi- 
cient ; let us leave him to deplore them in a perpetual 
imprisonment.” 

But the Viziers replied and said, “ 0 King, do not rear 
a young lion which may ultimately tear us to pieces, and 
can scarcely fail to become dangerous.” 

When King Ibrahim and his Xeques were brought into 
the presence of Abdelmumen, the youthful sovereign casj 
himself at the feet of his captor, entreating from him the 
safety of his life, since he had in no wise offended him : but 
a near kinsman of Ibrahim, a Xeque of the Almoravides, 
called the Ameer Syr Ben Alhak, was so much displeased by 
those submissive words, that he spat m the face of Ibrahim, 
and exclaimed, “ Miserable creature 1 dost thou imagine 
perchance that thou art offering thy prayers to a loving and 


♦ The name of this gate is erased from the manuscript. — Condi, 
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compassionate father, who will regard thy moaning ? Bear 
thy lot like a man, for this wretch is a monster that may 
neither he moved by tears nor satiated with blood.” 

These words enraged the King Ahdelmumen, and in the 
heat of his anger he commanded that the King Ishak Abu 
Ibrahim, with all the Almoravide Xeques and Generals, 
should be put to death, without sparing the life of any one 
among them ; and in that terrible day, as Aben Iza El llazif 
relates, all who yet remained of the principal persons were 
slaughtered accordingly. 

In the city the carnage was continued during three suc- 
cessive days, and the same author tells us that more than 
seventy thousand persons departed from life in the course 
of those days within the walls of that most miserable place. 
And so finished the empire of the Almoravides, Abu 
Ibrahim having been king two years and some days. 

Certain of the oldest writers tell us that a short time 
before this calamity, an Aliine, called Abu Abdallah Ben 
Verdi, declared to his kinsmen a^d intimates that he had 
had a dream, wherein J).e appeared to hear the following 
• verses : — 

* «»> 

Deceived and wretched mortal, wake thee ! wake, 

Poor doomed one, from thy dream, and let thine ears 
Hear the dread voice of fate inexorable. 

Thus stands it written m the firm decrees 
Of that graved book whose tablets are of gold, 

And letters are of diamond. Thus it stands 
As willed by Allah, to whose high resolves 
There comes no change. The sceptre of Lamtuna 
Is broken in the hand of Ibrahim, 

And in his tender youth, he, hapless king 
Is punished for the sms of his proud sires. 

To Ood alone the empire and the might ; 

His mandates are eternal, and Ins throne 
Standeth in greatness and m majesty 
Eor ever sure and stedfast. 

' The sou of Sahib Sala writes to the effect that Abderah- 
man Beu Aly made his entrance into the city of Morocco 
in the midst of all the carnage described, but would not 
remain there even to pass the night, and returned to his 
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pavilion, leaving the gates in the care of his Alamines, to 
whom lie gave command that none should be permitted 
either to enter or depart from the place. 

So passed a space of two months, after the lapse of which 
King Abdelmumen caused the treasures and riches of 
Morocco to be gathered together ; he distributed the slaves, 
and sold the women and children, respecting one woman 
only, a daughter of King Aly, namely, and grand- daughter 
of juzef Ben Taxfin : neither would he have done so much, 
as it is said, had not this lady been the wife of Heuanismar 
of Musafa, who had attached himself to the party of the 
Almohades, for which cause his wife and possessions were 
left to him in peace. 

And now for three days the city remained shut up, and 
as it were a desert, after which it was purified accordmg to 
the doctrine of Mehedi ; but the mosques were demolished, 
and the king caused others to be instantly commenced in 
their place. 

In Andalusia, the Gdheral Abu Zacaria Tahye Aben 
Gania had meanwhile recovered the city of Baiza, with the 
help of Aladfuns Ben Sancho, the ®mbalatur* of the Chris- 
tranft, and he then proceeded to lay siege to Cordova, those 
of the party of Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain not daring to 
sally forth against him. The army of the Almohades was 
at the same time besieging Seville, which they had invested 
by land and sea, being aided therein by the Eebels of 
Algarve, Ahmed Husein Aben Cosai and Abu Muhamad 
Sid-Eay, who had joined the Africans with a very powerful 
host. The partizans of Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain and the 
inhabitants of the city being equally weary of the Almo- 
ravides, also determined to favour their enemies, the 
Almohades, and accordingly gave them entrance into thfe 

S ee, which was done on Wednesday, the 12th day of 
ban, in the year 541. 

Then the Almoravides of the garrison, fearing the popu- 
lar vengeance as well as the fury of the conquering Almo- 
hades, fled towards Carmona, departing from Seville at the 

♦ This Bmbalatur, or emperor, as he is here called, is Alfonso, King 
of Leon and Castile. 
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niomeiit wlien their enemies began to enter the city, which 
they did at the hour of Alazar. 

On the following day the Chotba was made for Abdel- 
mumen Ben Aly in all the mosques of Seville ; and at the 
same time the city of Malaga likewise surrendered to his 
power, when Alhakem Ben Hasnoun was appointed to be 
AJeayde thereof. 

The Christian auxiliaries of Aben Crania were not idle 
on their part during all these movements : they took the 
fortress of Andujar by force of arms, as they did that of 
Baiza, and some others. Aben Gania had in the meantime 
made all things ready for besieging Cordova, which he 
pressed so closely that the defenders of the city were com- 
pelled to yield it to the constancy of the Almoravide general, 
and all they could do was to prevent the Christians, who 
wore his auxiliaries, from entering it on the first day. On 
the second, however, which was the last of the moon Xaban, 
the Infidels made their way into the city, when they 
fastened their horses in the pri^jcipal Aljama ; nay, their 
hands presumed to profane the Mushaf of the Caliph 
Othman Ben Afan, whiqfi had been brought from Syria by 
the Kings of the Beni Omeyas, and was preserved therein^ 
but that treasure God would not permit to perish in flieir 
unfaithful keeping. 

The inhabitants did not fail to suffer numerous vexations 
at the hands of the Christians during the time that those 
misbelievers remained in the city ; but that was not a long 
period, seeing that when the Infidels received intelligence 
of the surrender of Xeres, Sidonia, and Seville, to Abdel- 
mumen Ben Aly, they held a council, in which it was 
decided that it would be advisable for them to return for 
that time to their own territories, there to gather forces for 
opposing the Almohades with all the power they could 
command, that resolve being also taken by the Moslemah of 
the par^ of Aben Gania and the Almoravides, as well as 
by the Christians who were subjects of the Embalatur. 

It IS true that Aladfuns Ben Sancho, the Christian Em- 
balatur, would very gladly have retained possession of 
Cordova, and desired much to remain there, but Aben Gania 
found means to persuade the monarch to content himself 



457 


A.D. 1 1 XC.] DEA.TU OS' MOIIA.MAD BCT OMAR. 

•w'ilh the city of Bicza, wlucb was nearer to his own frontiers 
of lledina Toledo, — may God restore that city to Islam ! — 
and it was thtas that they finally agreed : whereupon the 
people of the Knihahitur departed from Cordova, leaving the 
Count Alinanrik in Bieza as Wali for the Christians, 

Now the populace of Cordova did not consider Aben Gania 
with favourahle eyes, because of his alliance with the Infidel, 
and as the General Mohamad Ik'n Omar was in his com- 
pany, tlie peojde declared for that leader, and desired to 
have him for their Ameer. Nor did Aben Gania find it 
good policy to oppose their wishes; but Mohamad Ben 
Omar, knowing the inconstancy of the popular favour, and 
fearing, moreover, lest Aben Gania might be oifended by 
his acceptance, declined the ofiers made to him, accepting 
them only at the instance of Aben Gania himsoli*, who 
advised him to yield to the desire of the people. Yet 
Mohamad Ben Omar did not remain in the city more than 
twelve days after his proclamation, but disappeared from 
tho place, having first nij^de known his determination to 
Aben (Xania. He also loft a letter written with his own 
hand for the magistrates and council of Cordova, in which 
he took leave of them, not desiring to wait until the unstable 
^ccl of fortune should precipitate him irom the summit of 
his perilous command. 

Mohamad Ben Omar then repaired to Algarve, where 
he served as an adventurer in the force there acting against 
tho rebels of tho party led by Abu Mohamad Ben Samail 
Aben Wazir. Here his numerous merits and singular 
bravery could not be concealed ; but being severely wounded 
in a sanguinary battle, he was taken prisoner and earned 
to the rebel Samail, who, recognising his former friend, yet 
forgot the ancient amity that had reimied between themf 
and commanded that the eyes of Mohamad Omar should 
be put out ; that done, he cast him into a prison, where 
he caused the unhappy general to be confined with much 
rigour. It is true that when the Almohades entered Baiza 
they set the unhappy Omar at liberty, and he retired to 
Sale, where he died in the year 558. 

In the east of Spain, Abu Mohamad Aben Ayadb con- 
tinued to persecute all who still adhered to the party which 
had been fed by Abdallah Ben Tetah El Thograi ; but he 
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also held in check the Christians, who were labouring to 
extend their conq[ueBts in the territories of Murcia, making 
repeated incursions on their frontiers, and I doing them in- 
calculable injury. But one night, as the general thus 
sallied forth with a strong force of cavalry to protect the 
frontier from an expected onslaught of the Infidel and of 
the rebels of Beni Griomail, who were infesting the con- 
fines of ITklis, he was compelled to make his way through 
a narrow pass commanded by heights which were in the 
hands of the foe. Here his people were assailed by 
flights of arrows and vast masses of stone, which the 
enemy cast down on them from above ; when the General 
Aben Ayadh was so grievously wounded by an arrow, that 
he lived only one day after receiving that wound, having 
passed to the mercy of Allah on Giuma, the 22nd of Eebie 
Primera, in the year 542. 

The cavaliers by whom he was accompanied took heavy 
vengeance for his death, — but they had no other consola- 
tion. They carried his body,* carefully embalmed and 
enclosed in a precious casket, to Valencia, where he was 
interred with much ponff), all the city making great lamen- 
tation for his loss, and the people accompanying his iody 
to the tomb with tears of sincere regret, seeing that Mu- 
hamad Aben Ayadh was in truth an excellent governor, 
and one who potently protected his frontiers : he was 
besides most liberal to all men, and generous in the 
extreme : the time of his rule was two years, nine months, 
and twenty days. 

The inhabitants of Valencia then proclaimed Abu Ab- 
dallah Mohamad Ben Sad for their Wali, as Aben Ayadh 
had declared that they should do ; and in Murcia, likewise, 
the people received the IsTaib of Aben Ayadh to be their 
Wali, so soon as they received intelligence of their pre- 
vious ruler’s death. This man,. even Aly Ben Obeidallah 
Abul Haasan, had indeed been already entrusted with the 
government of the city by Muhamad Aben Ayadh himself, 
who had given him charge of the place at his own departure 
for the campaign of Uklis. Aly Ben Obeidallah therefore 
remaiaed in the government until the arrival at Murcia of 
Mohamad Ben Sad El Gazami Aben Mardanis, which event 
occurred at the pnd of the moon Giumada Segunda. Then 
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the new "Wali, Aly Ben Obeidallah, went forth to meet El 
G-aziimi, and said, “ My lord, thou knowest that it is by 
thy means I have obtained this city, and for thee have 
I held it ; thine it is, wherefore do thou enter and take 
possession.*’ Thereupon Abu Abdallah Muhamad Ben Sad 
was proclaimed with all solemnity.^ 

The son-in-law of Abu Abdallah, even the Lord of Segura, 
Aben Hemsek, then came to visit and salute him with due 
deference. He was the N”aib of his father-in-law in Valencia, 
and Abu Abdallah placed much confidence in his ability as 
well as integrity. The festivities, which had been very 
magnificent, having terminated, Abu Abdallah returned to 
Valencia, leaving his son-in-law, Aben Hemshek, to be 
Wali of Murcia ; and the latter appointed the General 
Aben Suar to the government of Segura, which he held 
for Aben Hemshek. The departure of Abu Abdallah Aben 
Sad from Murcia took place in the moon of Eegeb, in that 
same year of 542. 


OHAP. XLI. — Or tub conquests which the oheistians continue 

TO MAKE IN THE TEREITOEV OE THE MOSEEMAH ; OE THE VICTOETES 

OBTAHTBU by the ALMOHAUES in AEBICA ; AND OE THE WONDBBEUIi 

MACHINES THAT WEBB MADE AT THIS TIME 

The Christians were now powerfully aided by the alliances 
they had contracted with certain leaders of the Moslemah 
theinsolves, and were thus enabled to wrong the latter with 
the greater facility. Connected with the party of Aben 
Gania and the malcontents of Murcia, they were likewise 
in alliance with the partizans of the house of Aben Hu^, 
and therefore found no dfficulty in crossing the frontier, 
which they did with a numerous army, destroying the pro- 
ducts of the fields and carrying off the flo(3:s of the 
inhabitants, until they arrived on the confines of Almeria, 
marking their path by the desolation they left behind 
them. 

There came as chief of the Christians the Embalatur 

* That ceremony took place on the first day of Giumada Primera ' 
not Scgunda, in the year 542. — Cond^, 
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Alfonso himself, and the host led was such as to cover plain 
and mountain ; nor did all the founts and rivers suffice them 
for drink, while the whole product of the land was in- 
sufficient to maintain the horde's of infantry and cavalry 
then following the banners of the Christian sovereign. 

The Consul Ferdilando of Gbllicia was also a general of 
the Infidels on that occasion, as were the Count Eadmir, 
the Count Armengudi, and other rulers from Afranc, as 
well as from the remaining frontier lines of the Infidel, 
Count Eaymond also came, arriving by sea with numerous 
ships, and the Christian bands invested the city of Almeria 
by land and water, so that nothing but eagles could enter 
therein. Then the Moslemah, who wanted provisions, after 
having sustained a siege of three months, and perceiving no 
hope of succour from any part, began to think of surrender- 
ing the place on such conditions as they could obtain^ 
seeing that they had lost the flower of their cavalry in the 
frequent sallies which they had made, and there no longer 
remained in the city men capable of defending the place : 
they resigned it to the Embalatur accordingly at the close 
of the year 542, having received assurance of safety for 
their lives. . • • 

It is true that the General Aben Ghinia, who had caused 
aU these misfortunes by his alliances with the Infidel, had 
sought to mitigate the sufferings of the people, whose lands 
he had devastated, and whose towns he had taken, by the 
benedts 'of various kinds which he conferred upon them. 
Thus he h ad left such officers of Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain’s 
party as were acceptable to the iphabitants in the govern- 
ments they occupied, permitting his Alcaydes to retain the 
fortresses which they had held for Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain, 
»s he did in respect of Abul Oasim Achib Ben Edris of 
Eonda, the former secretary of Abu Giafar Ben Hamdain, 
and who had been his Almoxanfe* in Cordova, ever 
serving his lord with much ability, as well as loyalty and 
good faith. 

But Abul Casim Ben Edris did not long retain the 
government of his native city of Eonda, since the Alcayde 
of Arcos, Abul Hamri, who had not gone over to the party 


* Almoxarife: Lieutenant. 
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of Abdelmumen Beii Aly, as had those of Sidonia and Xeres, 
made himself master of the place by force ( f arms, it has 
been said, indeed, that he would not have hien able to elfect 
so much, had not the inhabitants been discontented uith 
the rule of Abul Casmi ; but things being thus, there were 
malcontents who assisted the Alcayde of Arcoa to enter the 
city, notwithstanding the admirable state of fortification m 
which it was held by Abul Casim, and which must ha\€ 
proved an insurmountable obstacle without bucli aid, since 
the site, as W’ell as the old and invincible Alcazaha of 
Honda, wxre considered to render it inaccessible and im- 
pregnable. 

Some writers say that Abul Oasim fled in good time from 
the city; while others affirm that Abul Haiini took him 
prisoner, but suffered him instantly to depart with all his 
family, w’hen he took refuge in Malaga, and was entertained 
in the house of Abulhakein Ben Hasoun. Hroni Malaga 
Aben Casim finally proceeded to Morocco, where he fixed his 
residence in the vicinity of Abu Abdelmelik Meruan Ben 
Abuelaziz, who had been Wall of Valencia; being at the 
same time in that of Aben Tahir of ^Tadmir, and of other 
Andalusian nobles, who dw^elt there under the protection of 
th© Vizier Abdelatia Abu Griafar Aben Atia All these 
Andalusians were accustomed to assemble nightly in the 
house of Aben Atia, where they passed the hours in the 
relation of pleasing histories mid the recital of elegant 
poetry. By the intervention of the wise Vizier Aben Atia, 
Abul Casim wus subsequently appointed Cadi of (Seville, 
and in that city he remained wuth much honour until the 
day of his death, which took place in the year 501. 

"When Abdelmumen Ben Aly, prince of the Alinohades, 
was found to have made himself master of Morocco, a mouthy 
was not suffered to elapse before there came to him envoys 
from the tribes of Masamuda to proffer the oath of alle- 
giance, and all the cities of Almagreb made haste to place 
themselves under his protection and lordship. But in that ' 
same year of 542, Mohamad Aben Hud, son of Abdallah 
Aben Hud, who called himself El Hehdi, or Mehedi, rose up 
against Abdelmumen in (Sal&, and was for some time suc- 
cessful. Of this Mohamad we find it related that he was 
very poor, and gained his bread by bleaching linen on the 
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searshore near Sale ; he had taken the oath of allegiiiiice 
to Abdelmumen Ben Aly, and had even done that luoiiarch 
service at the siege of Morocco ; hut auhsequently rising 
against him, as we have said, had found means to gather a 
considerable force, by which, in tho earlier battles of IMo- 
hamad Aben Hud with the Almohades, tho latter were more 
than once defeated. 

Having obtained possession of Temicena, Atohamad Aben 
Hud was there joined by the CabUas of Sanlmga, whoso 
cavalry hath ever been considered excellent, and the number 
of whose people is such as to bo known only to Allah who 
created them. These and other tribes became the followers 
of Mohamad Aben Hud, taking the oath of obedience to 
him ; and there soon remained in all that district no other 
cities save those of Fez and Morocco that held for Abdel- 
mnmen Ben Aly. The latter then sent his Xcquo, Abu 
Hafas Omar Ben Tahye of Hinteta, against these rebels, 
with a carefully- chosen body of his Almohades, accom- 
panied by many dexterous marksmen and certain Christian 
cavaliers who were at that time^n his service, all of whom 
departed from Morocco on the first day of tho moon 
Dylcada, in the year 54®. 

Abdelmumen himself subsequently followed witlw tl^p 
rearguard of his force, and the army directed its march upon 
Tensifel in the kingdom of Suz, when they met that of the 
rebels, which had taken possession of Tensitena. Here a 
fierce and sanguinary battle was fought between the opposing 
hosts, and in the hottest of the struggle the two generafi 
met in person, when they encountered each other bravely, 
both fitting with much ability and valour. But Muhamad 
Aben Hud died in that contest, having been pmreed by a 
cruel thrust of a lance from the hand of the Aeque, Abu 
Hafas Seif Ala, and on his death the field was resigned by 
hia followers, who were then defeated with a fearful 
slaughter. 

Now it had chanced that at this time the envoys of 
Seville had arrived at Morocco, having been sent to offer 
the. oath of allegiance to King Abdelmumen Ben Aly in the 
name of that city. But as the sovereign was occupied with 
his war against the rebel Cabilas, they were compelled to 
wait a year and a half m Morocco before they could see hia 
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faeo ; at the end of that time, Abdelmmnen, having subdued 
the malconteuls, relumed to his court. 

^Vhen the king had obtained the mastery over the tribes 
of Sauhaga, he turned his arms against the Cabilas of Vehid 
Dukola, who had more than twenty thousand horse, and 
upw’ards of two hundred thousand foot-soldiers j but they 
were badly armed, and Abdelmumen Ben Aly therefore sub- 
dued them easily, compelling them to retire to the sea-shore, 
and confining them to the salt-water marshes which extend 
along the coast. Here, then, ho prepared to give those tribes 
decisive battle. 

Now those of Dukela had on this occasion placed all the 
fiow^cr of their force in the vanguard, expecting that Abdel- 
mmnen Ben Aly would attack them in front with his cavalry 
and cross-bowmen : but the king made use of stratagem, 
as w^as much his wont. Concealing his cavalry and the 
greater part of his strength for an attack on the flanks of 
his opponent, he did but feign the attack in front, for w’hich 
the people of Dukola wei'e prepared, and then threw himself 
with all his force on the flflnks: that unlooked-for movement 
compelling the tribes of Dukela to change their order of 
battle, threw their army into some^ confusion, and Abdel- 
muraen Ben Aly then broke and defeated them with great 
slaughter. It is true that they still maintained themselves 
in part on a slight elevation which they had found means 
to occupy, but they w'ere ultimately driven thence, and the 
ting’s troops pursuing them even to the sea, drove their 
fugitive bands amidst the waves, and vast numbers there 
died in the waters, while others fell beneath the lances of 
the foe. The women of tho defeated tribes were then taken 
captive, and at the same time the survivors of those Cabilas 
lost all their camels and flocks. The number of children^ 
maidens, and w^omen, was such that one of these captives 
might then be bought, as rumour declared, for a Eubia, or 
other coin of equally trifling value.* 

This undertaking accomplished, Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
then returned to Morocco, entering that city on the Idal 
Adhahea, or Feast of the Victims. , The ambassadors sent 

* Ahmed Ben Xahye Ben Omeira says that a girl was sold for an 
Adirhawij and a boy lor half that sum, — Condi. 
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by tho citioa of Andaluaia were then proaenfinl to liim, and 
first came those of Bevillo, -who had arrived earlier than the 
rest ill Morocco, and were the most noble of nil who had 
repaired thither on that occasion : these were the Cadi Abu 
Bekar Abeu Alarabi Aben MuhaRu, the Ohatib or Hccretary 
Abu Bokar Aben IMurber, i-he Chatib Abu Beknr Ben Alpjid, 
Abul Itassan of Tahra, and Abul Ilassau A1 h‘u Sahib Salat, 
the renowned historiographer, with Abu Bekar Ben Xegir 
of Beja, Alhazri, Abu Seiud, Aben Tahor, and othors of the 
most tlistinguished inhabitants of Seville. The Cadi Aben 
Alarabi spoke in the name of all, and his discourse was so 
elegant, that the king was infinitely charmed wdth the grace 
and eloquence thereof, insomuch that he accorded to the 
Cadi permisaion to approach his person whenever ho might 
desire to do so, and conversed with him several times. 
Among other things, Abdelmumcn asked Abon Alarabi 
various questions respecting El Mehedi ; as, for example, 
whether he had known that personage when a student at 
Bagdad, and whether he had studied with Mm in the school 
of the Imaum Algazali. 

To this the Caai replied that ho had not met El Mehedi, 
hut had frequently heard him mentioned by the Imaum 
Algazali himself, who commended him highly, and freqiibntly 
declared that 111 Mehedi would infallmly raise himself to 
the empire of the west. Abdelmumen furthermore enquired 
whether Aben Alarabi had heard that El Mehedi had re- 
ceived the Book of the Proverbs of Algefer from his master, 
the Imaum Algazali, discoursing with him besides of many 
other matters relating to learning and the sciences. The 
king replied, therefore, in the most favourable manner to the 
embassy of the Sevillians, granting them numerous privileges 
for their city. King Abdelmumen Ben Aly finally dis- 
missed the various ambassadors, who prepared to return to 
Andalusia : but at that time the Cadi Aben Alarabi fell sick, 
and his malady increased so grievously that he died before 
he could be transported from Africa, when his remains were 
interred with much honour in the Cyebana or Mikabira of 
Eez, The rest of the ambassadors returned to ' Andalusia, 
in the moon of Giumada Segunda, and the year 543. 

, King Abdelmumen Ben Aly now determined to restore 
the city of Morocco, and to build new mosques, schools, and 
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other edifices of similar importance. This he proposed to 
do with the treasures of King Aly, the son of Juzef, and 
with the riches of Lamtuna, which were of inestimable 
value ; nay, there is not a tongue but must prove incapable 
of describing them, or enumerating their amount. He 
accordingly caused a large mosque to be constructed in the 
house or palace called Dakalhijar; and this was a more mag- 
nificent one than that which had been formerly founded in 
the lower part of the city by King Aly Ben Juzef, 

The mosque being in course of construction, Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly caused passages or galleries of extraordinary con- 
trivance and marvellous artSce to be made therein ; and 
these, which were all concealed, being connected with his 
palace, supplied him with a secret way by which he could 
enter the mosque without being seen. He likewise pre- 
sented to the mosque an Almimbar, or pulpit, of admirable 
workmanship, the material thereof being of an aromatic 
wood called lit, or of sandalwood, white, pale-yellow coloured, 
or red ; all the bands, bars,^cleats, clamps, nails, screws, and 
fastenings of whatever kind, were of gold or silver, while 
the most exqmsite beauty of execution was perceptible in 
every part of that graceful and elegant work. 

•‘Air the same time, Abdelmumen Ben Aly caused a 
Maksura or movable cabinet, platform, or apartment, to be 
constructed, which could be moved from one part to another 
upon wheels, although the space within it was so great as to 
be capable of containing one thousand persons. This 
station or apartment had six divisions, wings, or arms, 
which were extended by means of hinges peculiarly formed ; 
and these, as well as the wheels, were so disposed and 
contrived that they produced no sound when put in move- 
ment, but acted in profound silence, yet with the most* 
complete certainty ; every piece of the whole was so carefully 
prepared, and all had been calculated with so much nicety 
according to the rules of geometry, that each of the 
machines (those acting on the Maksura and Almimbar, 
namely) moved simultaneously at the instant when the 
curtains of either door by which the king might be pleased 
to enter as he passed into the mosque, were raised as he 
proceeded to make the Azala on the Giuma of every week : 
the moment the curtain was lifted, that is to say, the 
von. TI. H H 
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Maksim and Almimbar bepjan to move forward, oacli on its 
own side, and both advanemg on their wheels with infinite 
quietude and dignity. Tlio arms or divisions alike extended 
themselves without any discord or failure in tlie exactitude 
of the movements, gradually placing themselves in perfect 
silence w-ithin convenient positions of the principal chapel. 

To the Almimbar there was furthermore added machinery 
of such a kind that as the Chatib or preacher ascended the 
steps of the same, the door gradually opened, and when he 
had entered, it closed in like manner, sofbly and without any 
cause of that effect being seen or heard, — such w^as the perfect 
action which had been given to those admirable machines. 
The king, with his guards and household, could also ascend 
to his Maksura, and return with the same facility. 

These wonderful works were performed by the renowned 
artificer Alhaua Yahix, of Malaga, tho same who constructed 
the fortress of Gebal Tank, also by order of Abdelmumen 
Een Aly. The extraordinary art exhibited in these machines 
was celebrated in elegant verses Jby the Chatib Abu Bokir 
' Ben Murber of Yehra. The poem, which is a long one, 
contains a passage to th^ following effect : — 

Happy art thou, if, to the royal house * ^ 

Of him whose hand, extended o’er the nations, 

Protects and shelters all, thy lord shall cedi thee. 

Happy if to those walls thou mayst approach 
Where dwells our sovereign ; he, whose liberal heart 
Embracing all, seeks most the wise and learned, 

The cunning workman, as the sage subhrae 
Of varied lore ; duly rewarding each. 


There, secret most prodigious ! shalt thou find 
Machines that reason, or that move as beings 
Endowed with sense and will. Portals are there 
Of fair proportion, opening, as the step 
Of their known lord approaches them. They haste 
To give him entrance, nor refuse the same 
To such as he hatli graced to follow him — 

Hib nobles and viziers. More shalt thou see — 
Machines that move to meet him as he nears them 
Attentive to his wish, and stealing forth 
Silently to receive their potent lord. 

ITay, when he turns to loavo them, they retire, 
Anticipating still the wish he forms. 
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Calm and majestic, as their glorious master 
So do they seem. Of fair and varied fo^m 
Is every part. Noble and graceful movements 
Distinguish all ; their beauty regular 
And lovely as the moon, what time she paces 
Soft through the star-strewn vaults of the fair heaven. 

Without the city, King Abdelmumen Ben Aly caused a 
pleasant garden to be planted ; the extent thereof vras three 
miles in either direction, the ground forming a square, and 
in it were excellent fruits, both sweet and acid, of every 
kind known, so that nothing remained to be desired therein. 
For his garden Abdelmumen caused water to be conducted 
from Agmat, and with that water he constructed several fine 
fountains. Aben Iza Ben Ahmed Ben Muza, who was at 
Morocco in the year 543, declares that the produce of the 
olives in that garden were then farmed at a rent of thirty 
thousand Almumini doubloons, and that this sum was con- 
sidered to be a moderate one when taken in relation with 
the value of those fruits. • 

In that same year of 543 the King of Sicily took pos- 
session of the city of Mehedra witlf those of Sifakis, Bona, 
and jjhers, to the great loss of the Moslemah. 

' About this time Abdelmumen Ben Aly directed his march 
on Sigilmesa, which surrendered by capitulation, having 
received promise of security for the lives of the inhabitants. 
The king then returned to Morocco, but did not remain 
there many days, having determined on a campaign against 
the people of Beni Q-uete, with whom he had many obstinate 
conflicts : he finally defeated their forces, nor would 
Abdelmumen consent to remove his sword from above their 
heads until he had totally destroyed them. 

Affairs were in that state when the inl^abitants of Oebt^ 
rose against the Almohades, and expelled them from their city. 
This they did after having accepted Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
as their lord, proclaimed him in their streets, and received 
numerous benefits at his hands, seeing that the king had 
repaired their walls, restored their mosques, and conferred 
other favours upon them. It was in pursuance of the 
counsels of their Cadi Ayadh Ben Muza that the people of 
Oebta rose in rebellion, and having done so they feU 
suddenly on the Almohades, slaying all on whom they 
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could lay hands; they siiflercd none to escape save only 
those who had the good fortune to receive timely warning, 
and so took flight. The principal men of tho Alinohades 
the rebels are even accused of having burnt alive. 

The Cadi Ayadh hhiza then embarked in the port, and 
passed over into Spain to require succours from the General 
Abu Zacaria Aben Oania, who gave him a body of troops, 
commanded by El Earawi, who was a very brave and able 
captain. 

With these auxiliaries Ayadh Muza then returned to 
Cebta ; and the Andalusians had no sooner entered the city 
than its inhabitants proclaimed Abu Zacaria Aben Gania 
tlieir Wall. Tho Andalusian general was now joined by 
Aben Gueta, and together they wont forth against the 
forces of the king, Ahdelnmmen Aben Aly. The two armies 
having joined battle, Abdelmumen defeated and routed the 
rebels most effectually, slaying the greater part of them, and 
taking very many prisoners. El l)arawi escaped wifcli life, 
and then wrote letters to Abdclnogimon Ben Aly requesting 
to be admitted among the number of his subjects ; where- 
upon the king granted what he desired, and El Darawi 
took the oath of allegiance, acknowledging Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly as his lord, ^ *' 

When the people of Cebta beard of this, they considered 
themselves to be but lost men, and sent messengers to the 
kmg declaring that they had cast themselves trembling at 
liis feet, and entreating forgiveness. Abdelmumen received • 
their submission with much satisfaction, and did in fact 
consent to forgive them, as well as their Cadi Ayadh Muza, 
but he commanded that the walls of their city should be 
demolished. 

^ At the same period the defences of Mekinesa were like- 
wise razed to the ground by order of Abdelmumen Ben Aly, 
who had held that place in a sort of siege for nearly seven 
years; but having entered it by force of arms on Wednesday, 
the third day of the Moon Giumada Primera, in the year 
543, he put the greater part of the inhabitants to the sword, 
deprived those TOOse lives he spared of one-fifth of all they 
possessed, and after he had first permitted his troops to 
subject the city to plunder and sack, he caused it to be 
utterly destroyed. 
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CHAP. XLII.— The aikohades take cobdota aitd otheb cities 

OE ANEALUBIA. 

Ik this year the Almohades laid siege to Cordova, which was 
then held by Aben Q-ania, who defended the place with 
admirable valour. Every day the besieged made sorties, 
which ended in the most obstinate conflicts, and many were 
the surprises which they also prepared for their enemy. 
But after a sanguinary struggle the General Aben Gania 
became convinced that the place could not be much longer 
maintained ; he therefore departed secretly on a certain day 
when his people had had a skirmish with the besiegers, and 
repaired to Granada, leaving his Wali Yahye Ben Aly Ben 
Aasa in Cordova, which that officer did not defend long after 
his lord had left it ; on the contrary, he made an agreement 
with the Almohades, to whom he surrendered the place with 
the sole condition of safety for the lives of the Almoravides. 
The latter then evacuatedL the city, taking refuge for the 
most part in Cormona ; but a certain portion of their number 
proceeded to Granada, with theii* Wali Yahye Ben Aly 
Ben Aasa. 

r The general of the Almohades then took possession of 
Cordova, which he entered in the name of Ahdelmumen Ben 
Aly, and the Ohotha was made for that monarch in the 
Great Aljame, when the latter had been purified for the 
purpose. The previous Mushaf of Othman Ben Afan was 
then also restored, and put in order to he presented to the 
King, Ahdelmumen Ben Aly. 

And now the Almoravide general, Aben Gania, perceiving 
well that his own forces would not suffice effectually to 
encounter those of Ahdelmumen Ben Aly, King of th® 
Almohades, entreated the aid of his former ally and friend, 
the Embelatur, even Alfonso, King of Toledo, when the 
latter sent him a body of cavalry, commanded by the Count 
of Almanrik. With that reinforcement to the people of his 
own territories Aben Gania then went forth to seek the 
Almohades, hut perceiving that his General Yahye Ben Aly 
discouraged the hearts of his troops by insisting on the 
great bravery and dexterity in the use of their arms, which 
were exhibited by the Almohade cavaliers, Aben Gania w^as 
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no longer ablo to endure his presence ; wherefore he one day 
drew his scimitar and struck off the head of Yahye Ben Aly 
at ono blow, exclaiming as he did so, This ought I to have 
done before I confided to thy craven hand the defence of 
Cordova.” 

Arrived in the district of Jaen, Abu Zacaria Aben Gania 
had various conflicts with the Almohades, whom he opposed 
with varying fortunes, but after a time, the forces of Abdel- 
mumon Ben Aly having obtained possession of Carmona, 
united all their bauds, and ventured to advance upon the 
Vega of Granada: entering this district, therefore, they 
destroyed the crops, cut up the cultivated grounds, and 
carried devastation whithersoever they appeared. 

Abu Zacaria Aben Gania then determined to hazard a 
general battle, and the combat was a very fierce one ; but 
Aben Gania himself was so grievously wounded by the 
many thrusts of the Almohade lances, which had pierced 
through his armour, that he died of those injuries imme- 
diately after ; on Friday namely, the 2ist day* of the Moon 
Xuban in the year 543. He ’wasT interred at Gazbe Baz in 
the Makbira of Badis l^en llabus, King of Granada. To 
the Almoravidea the death of Ahu Zacaria Aben Gania was 
the source of much sorrow, seeing that in him ended^thait 
series of Almoravide generals who have left so splendid a 
trace in story, with the memory of so many glorious and 
heroic deeds. It was by this illustrious general that the 
battle of Braga was won from the Christians, and wherein 
the bravest of the infidel kings, Alfonso, monarch of two 
kingdoms, was slain : it is true that his fame was somewhat 
obscured by an alliance with the Christians, from which he 
had sought aid during that war of Anfitnaf which we are 
now describing. 

In the following year of 644, the Almohades occupied 
many cities of Andalusia, and arrived before Medina Jaen, 
which they besieged ; but the city surrendered on certain 
conditions, and the Almohades having made good their 
entrance, the Ohotba for King Abdelmumen Ben Aly was 
made in the mosques thereof. 

* Or as Alabar says, on Thursday, the 10th of that month . — Condit 

t Alfifcna: proof, or trial. 
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In Africa also the same powerful monarch took possession, 
with his Almoade troops, of much new territory, obtaining 
possession of the city of Meliana among others. In the 
year 544 it was that a general known as Aben TamarLd 
raised his hand against Abdelmumen Ben Aly m Temezena ; 
and this circumstance gave the king much anxiety, because 
Tamarldd had joined himself to the rebel Aben Q-ueta, who 
had been proclaimed their lord by many of the Cabilas of 
Barbary. But Abdelmumen received timely intelligence of 
all that took place, and going forth agamst these insurgents, 
he compelled them to a pitched battle, power against power, 
wherein Adelmumen obtained the advantage, although not 
without an obstinate and sanguinary struggle. The rebel 
leader died fighting in the combat, and his head was sent 
to Morocco, together with the news of that signal victory. 

At the commencement of the year 545, the King Alfonso 
of Toledo set forth in aid of the Almoravides who had been 
led by Abu Zacaria Aben Q-ania ; he was acquainted with 
that general’s death, butjiow declared himself the protector 
of all who held to his party. Continuing his march until 
he reached Cordova, the Christian king then laid siege to 
that city and its Almoh«'^.^. demnders 5 his skirmishing 
*pai1?ies meanwhile destro'^mg the fields, carrying off the 
flocks, and taking the hves of the unhappy ' people who 
dwelt in that part of A'ldalusia. 

King Abdelmumen Ben Aly w^as equally active on his 
part, but was employing his arms in Africa, and had con- 
ducted his forces against Medina Sale, whither he caused 
pure water to be conducted from liabatal Fetah. While 
thus occupied, Abdelmumen Ben Aly received notice of the 
arrival in Morocco of an embassy from Andalusia, which 
consivsted of no less than five hundred cavaliers of IJie 
highest distinction and importance, everyone of them being 
a Xeque, Alcayde, Alfaki, Alchatib, or other eminent person. 
They were received by the Viziers of Abdelmumen Ben Aly, 
even Abu Ibrahim and Ahu Hafas, who did them all honour, 
aud entertained them with splendid hospitality. These 
distinguished guests were subsequently presented to Abdel- 
mumcn himself, saluting him on his return to his court ; 
but throe days after they were again presented with great 
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solemnity, and on that occasion, wliich was the first day of 
the Moon Muharram in the year 546, the learned Chatib 
and Alfaki, Abu Giafiar Ben Alia, discoursed with Abdeb 
mumen Ben Aly in relation to the affairs of Spam, sup- 
porting all tliat the Spanish ambassadors had previously 
affirmed in a discourse which they had made to the king. 
This erudite person, who was the secretary of King Abdel- 
muinon Ben Aly, had indeed but just returned from 
Andalusia, whither he had been sent by his sovereign to 
take order for the arrangement of affairs in Cordova, and 
for the government of that city, then recently subjected to 
the Almohade power. He had also been commissioned to 
inatal the Cadi of tlio Grand Aljania, even Abul Casim Ben 
Alliaug, in his charge; and thus informed by personal 
observation, he was in good condition for describing to his 
lord the state of things in Cordova and in Andalusia 
generally. He made known, therefore, to Abdelmumen Ben 
Aly that the capital of iSpain, and the central city of the 
Moslomah dwelling in that country, was at tliat time 
' subjected to attack and besieged by tho tyrant Alfonso — 
whom may Allah confou^^dl and told how the fields of its 
Comarcas were destroyed by the barbarous Infidel, the 
villages of the district being burnt, and the whole "laud 
devastated by the same evib hands. “ If thou, 0 King,’* 
he added, dost permit Cordova to be taken, the hearts of 
the Moslemah, who have defended'it with so much steadiness 
and bravery, cannot but sink and be discouraged ; but all 
the Faithful hope that thou wilt hasten to their rescue, and 
expel tlie enemy of Islam from their borders. To thee all 
direct their eyes as towards a mountain of refuge, and in 
thee is the trust of all for the security and assured 
p^^oteetion of their lives : do not thou, then, 0 King of the 
Faithful, disappoint the expectations that these men have 
founded on thy known desire for the welfare of Islam.’* 
Something to the same effect was urged by Ahu Bekir 
Alged, in a brief and elegant address, which Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly heard with pleasure and attention, replying to 
both the speakers with many judicious observations, and 
declaring his intention of acting promptly in defence of 
iihose for whom those eloquent orators sought his aid. He 
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then tlismissed tlicm, exhorting oaoh of the ambassadors to 
bo zealous in the service of his country; and they all 
returned thither accordingly witliout delay. 

In the commencement of the year 646, Abdelmumen Een 
Aly set his troops in motion for the i)urpose of repressing 
certain iutlicationa of discontent which had become per- 
et‘ptible in the eastern parts of Africa. He appointed Abu 
llafns Ben Yahye to bo governor of Morocco during hia 
absence, and departed for Medina Sale, where he remained 
two nionths, as if desirous of preparing for his passage into 
Spain. From Sal^, Abdelmumen repaired to Cebta, where 
he exhibited the same manifestations of a purpose to pass 
the strait- He there dismissed the Andalusian ambassadors, 
thoao of Seville and Cordova namely, who then embarked for 
their own country, — to which they returned highly satisfied, 
and bearing with them the brightest hopes. 

When King Abdelmumen Ben Aly had assembled the 
number of troops that he required in the Alcazar Abdel- 
herim, he divided them ^nto such bodies as he thought 
suitable for his purpose, and gave orders as to what each 
division should do : ho then conti^iued his march to Guadi 
Alulua. From the last-named place the king proceeded to 
Telencem, but in that city he did not remain more than a 
single day, and while there commanded that a proclamation 
to the following effect should be made throughout the host : 
— “ Hear ye, 0 my people, and attend to my words ; which- 
ever of you shall speak one syllable or utter a word 
whereby the way we take may be made known, shall lose 
his head.” 

That order announced, Abdelmumen proceeded with all 
the speed he could make towards Bugia, which place he 
reached by forced marches, and with so much secrecy, th^ 
the rebel Lord of Bugia, on whose territories he had thus 
advanced, even Asisbila Yahye Ben Anasir Ben Hamid, who 
was descended from the Beni Hamides or Hamudes of 
Santiaga, remained in ignorance of his approach until the 
troops had reached Algezair, of which city Abdelmumen Ben 
Aly took possession, by treaty with its Alcado or Amil. The 
inliabitants received promise of security for their lives, and 
were received into the protection of King Abdelmumen ; but 
the Alcayde, distrusting the intentions of the king as regarded 
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himself, departed secretly on the day of Ahdelinnmen’s 
entry. Ho had scarcely pjot clear of the city, when he met 
his master, the Lord of Begia, to whom he related aU that 
had taken place, and how the King Abdolmumcn Ben Aly 
had become possessor of Algezair and Medina. Amazed at 
this intelligence, wliieh was altogether unexpected, Asisbila 
Tahye Ben Anasir Ben Hamud was for some time unable 
to believe what he hoard; but when assured of the truth, his 
courage sank, and he gave himself up for lost. 

Abdelmumen Ben Aly on his part lost no time, but 
marching on Bugia, laid siege to that city, which threw 
open its gates on the second day, the citizens going forth 
to receive their new Lord, and the Naib who governed the 
place for the King of Bugia, and who was called Abu Ab- 
dallah Ben Simon, known also as Abu Hamdoun, oifered 
him the sovereignty of the same, while Asisbila Ben Anasir, 
its king, had no other resource than flight; wherefore, 
leaving his possessions to his powerful enemy, he sought 
refuge in Cosantina.^ But Abdelmumen at once despatched 
a body of troops in pursuit, co’mmanding the general of 
that force to press the ^deposed monarch so closely as to 
render it impossible for him to assemble any considerable 
number of bis people ; and this was don© effectually^ inso- 
much that Asisbila Yahye Ben Anasir, placed in a condition 
wherein lie could no longer defend himself, was compelled 
to make terms with the conciueror, from whom he received 
assurances of security for himself and all his family ; W'hero- 
upon the King Abdelmumen Ben Aly took possession of 
his whole territory.t 

The Almohade sovereign then retired to his court of 
Morocco, taking the King of Bugia, Asisbila Ben Ana.sir 
Aben Hamid, in his company. He there presented the 
3eposed monarch with a magnificent house and large pos- 
sessions, which enabled him to live in the city of Morocco 
with aJl honour and in a manner suited to the nobility of 
his birth, being ever esteemed very highly, as it is said, by 
the King of the Almohades, Abdelmumen Ben Aly. 

* Abdel Halim tells us that Asisbila fled by sea to Medina Q-ouna, 
and from Gl-ouna to Medina Oastela. — Co/id^. 

t Tbe author referred to in the preceding note desoribes Abdelmumen 
as entering Bezaya in the moon of Dylcada, 547. — Idem, 
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Ilut Asisbila Ben Anasir Aben llaiuid subsequently lost 
his judgment, and at such momenta as ho could take recre- 
ation , the one in which ho most delighted was the chase, all 
kinds w ild animals being in turn the objeeta of his search, 
lie took lions, tigers, and other creatures of equal fierce- 
ness, in nets of iron ; and a portion of the fruits of that 
chase was constantly presented by him to Abdelmumcn, who 
was much pleased with his gifts, which he received with 
all due courtesy, conferring many favours on Asisbila Ben 
Hamid in return. 

One day Ben Hamid brought to the king a young lion 
which ho had newly taken, and led chained to the palace: 
ho conducted the animal into the hall where Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly w^as then on his seat of judgment. Beholding 
the lion approach, Abdelmumen Ben Aly commanded that 
his chain should be taken ofi', and Aben Hamid set the 
animal free accordingly, to the great terror of all w'ho were 
present; but the lion was no sooner at liberty than he 
W’alked directly towards the king, and passing through the 
files oi* tho guards, marched forward with his eyes fiaming 
as do lighted torches ; he arrived ^t the throne of Abdel- 
mumen Ben Aly without injuring mj one, when he lay 
down at the king’s feet vrith extraordinary gentleness, re- 
maining there in perfect quietude. On that same day there 
was presented to Abdelmumen a bird which spoke Arabic 
and the language of Barbary, pronouncing clearly various 
words in both those tongues, and saluting the sovereign 
very intelligibly. This gave occasion to Abu Aly of Xerea 
for tlie composition of certain verses, wberem he alludes to 
the fact that wild beasts and birds subj.ected themselves 
to king Abdelmumen Ben Aly, proffering him their obedi- 
ence and acknowledging his sovereignty. 


CIIAB. XLTIT.— Or the Schools axu colleges rotrimEn by abdel- 
mumen. HE CAUSES THE OATH OE ALLEGIANCE TO BE TAKEN TO HIS 
bon, OID MOHAMAD, WHOM HE DBPLABEB HIS SUOOESSOE. OP THE 
WABS IN APBIOA AND SPAIN. 

Week tho affairs of Africa had been placed in good order^ 
the king appointed hia Xeque^ Abu Mohamad Ben Ahi 
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Afs, to be hia 'Wall in that country. He then turned 
his attention to the embellishment of his city of Morocco, 
which he enriched by the establishment of Aljamas and 
Colleges. He also founded a school for the instruction of 
youth, not in the sciences only, but in the use of arms like- 
wise, and in such accomplishments as befit the soldier : for 
he would not only have learned Cadies, able G-overnors of 
j^rovinces, and competent Alcaydea of cities, but desired, 
furthermore, to see generals and good warriors issuing from 
his schools Into these colleges and schools the king 
gathered boys from the noblest families of Masamuda and 
other tribes of hia dominions, their number amounting to 
three thousand, and their age being so exactly equal that 
they seemed all to have been brought into the world on one 
and the same day. These children were called Hafites, and 
sometimes Talbea, because they studied and committed to 
memory the Muetta or precepts of El Mehedi, and were 
also instructed from another book called the Cazema Yutlab% 
which is one of the most valuable^works that can be desired 
for such a purpose : many other books were also used for 
the instruction of those^ouths- 
These Hafites the king was wont to assemble in his 
Alcazar on the Giumas or Fridays, which was the day when 
he went to the Azala *, and he would then command them to 
repeat in hia presence what they had learned during the week, 
— thus encouragingthose youths to study, tothe end that they 
might become learned men, capable of prompt resolution and 
able to offer discreet counsels. On another day of the week 
Ahdelmumen would have them perform in his presence 
their exercises in the management of their horses and the 
use of arms, causing them to cast the javelin, to show their 
sj^eed in races, and to exhibit other accomplishments suited 
to their knightly condition : a third day was devoted to the 
display of their dexterity in the use of the cross-bow, the 
casting of darts, shooting with arrows, and using other 
nussile weapons : on another day of the week, again, the 
king would have these Hafites exercised in swimming, and 
for that purpose he had caused a great pond, which might 
well he called a lake, to be dug in his garden ; it was three 
hundred paces long, and of equal breadth, having the form 
of a square, and on this piece of water were vessels of 
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vnrinurt forn)« aiul <‘]ianictor, — xis, for example, niiinature 
fripjatoH ami wome of which were invented by Abdel- 

nunnen Ben Aly himself, and were of a singular construction 
mwer before seen. On tliese he would have the llatites 
embark, when the opposing parties attacked each other, 
approaching or retreating ^^ith all speed, and showing much 
dexterity in the management of their shipa. 

In rotting, wit'ering, and all the various manoeuvreg re- 
quired for the government of vesHtds on sea, the king would 
also hnv(‘ the llafites well-informed, compelling all to exerciso 
themselves continually in whatever he considered neccssiiry 
for tludr accomplishment in war, alike on land and sea. In 
this manner every day of the week was employed, each 
having its appointed occupation, and the young men being 
animated to tlieir tasks by the honourable rewards wdiich 
king Abdelmumen Ben Aly bestowed on such^ as were 
victors in the various fights, or had otherwise distinguished 
themselves in their exercises and duties. And as the king 
had gifts and praises for abjility, so had he the most elfectu^ 
admonitions for those who needed such, by which means he 
awakened a powerful spirit of in those youths, 

who were all eager to distinguish themselves and to merit 
the approbation of their king. The expenses for all things 
required by the various studies were supplied by Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly himself, and by him it was that the arms and 
horses of the young men were also provided. 

Among these Hafites were thirteen sons of the king, who 
all proved to be very dexterous in the use of their weapons ; 
they tt’cro particularly apt in all the exercises, and were, 
moreover, distinguished for other very laudable qualities. 
Now it was the declared intention of King Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly to confer on the Hafites w^hom he thus carefull]^ 
instructed, the governments w’hich had been lield by their 
fathers respectively, placing men of age and experience with 
such of them as were still young, to the end that these 
sages might give them the aid of their counsels and wisdom. 
The Xoques and nobles suggested to him that his own sons 
ought to be appointed to the principal among his govem- 
mmits ; but for some time Abdelmumen did not listen to 
their entreaties; yet as they persisted and did not cease their 



47S 


OB THE ABAB3 IN SPATN. [A.B 1 151. 

mstances to that effect, ho granted their request at a sub- 
sequent period. 

In the already mentioned year of 540, the general Abu 
llafaz passed into {Spain by order of King Abdelnmmeu l^en 
Aly, having a large army of Almolmdc Moaleinnh in Ins 
command, and with that Xequo went Cid Abu Waid, son of 
the Ameer Ammuminin Abdelummen Aly, with intent that 
he should take part in the Algazua, or holy war, agninst 
the Christians. The principal charge given by the king to 
his general Abu Ilafas and to Cid Abu Said, his son, was 
that of recovering the city of Almoria from the hands of the 
Iniidel ; and to this end tliey were provided with a nuuie- 
roua fleet of ships, that the Aroaleinah force might he pre- 
pared to attack the Christians by sea as well as by land. 
The two commanders advanced on Almeria accordingly, be- 
sieging the place with much ardour, and soon bringing it to 
great straights, seeing that they omitted no means of assault j 
nor was there any engine of vrar which they did not bring 
against it. • 

Among other things, Cid Abu Said commanded that a 
wall of earth should be oDnstructed around the city; and this 
was done so effectually that neither entrance to, nor jssuq 
from Almeria, was possible to any but the eagles. 

iNow the Christians had early demanded succours from their 
king Alfonso ; nor did that sovereign delay the despatch of 
the needful reinforcements ; and with these came Abdallah 
Ben Ayadh Aben Mardams, who likewise brought a power- 
ful force of foot and horse, in the hope of relieving the 
town. But they could not compel the Alinohades to raise 
the siege, neither could they approach the city, or make 
any impression on the wall raised by Cid Abu Said. 

^Then the Christians constructed a wall on their part, by 
which that of the Almohade prince was in its turn en- 
closed and surrounded as it had previously encircled the 
walls of the city: this last bulwark was an exceedingly 
stroDg and high one. And now there were daily skirmishes, 
wherein the Moslemah troops laboured to destroy what was 
done in the construction of the circumvallation, and to 
impede the continuance of the works. Wonders of valour 
were then performed by the brave warriors of both sides, 
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until the Christians, despairing of their ability to overcome 
ihe persistence of Cid Abu Said, broke up tlioir camp, as 
did also Abdallah Ben Ayadh Abcn Mardiiuis, with the 
Christian force sent by King Alfonso, wheu those two armies 
last nu^ntioaed separated; nor did they ever again unite 
their forces, 

Prom Alnicriathe Christian generals proceeded to besiege 
the cities of Ubeda and Baeza, then occupied by Almohade 
troops, by whom the Christians previously holding them had 
been expelled. Now Ubeda and Baeza had been sacked by 
the Infidel in the time of Aben ■Q-ania, and m that cam- 
paign wdicreiu King Alfonso had repaired to Aben G-ama’s 
assistance. At that period the Chnstian king had ravaged 
and devastated Andalusia during three entire months, and had 
occupied those tw^o cities for some time, but finally, ex- 
hausted and worn out by repeated skirmishes, and by the 
perpetual surprises given them by the Moslemah, his 
troops had retired, defeated and discouraged, to their o^n 
frontiers. • 

Cid Abu Said on bis part continued the siege of Almeria ; 
but the strength of the city caused the operations to be 
greatly prolonged, as we shall see. 

'In '^Africa King Abdelmumen was again compelled to 
despatch a force, for the purpose of restraining certain re- 
bellious demonstrations which were made in the territory 
of Begaya and in Medina Kmtala. These troubles were 
found, nevertheless, to be of but slight importance, and when 
the rebels had been brought into subjection, the king 
appointed one of the Almohade Talbes to act as the Oadi 
of the district, and govern those Comarcas. 

In the year 648, Abdelmumen Ben Aly caused laaltin 
Coraib Alniehedi to bo pursued and taken prisoner, when* 
ho was brought from Cebta to Morocco in chains, and the 
king commanded that ho should be impaled before the gate 
of the last-mentioned city. After having seen that sentence 
executed, Abdelmumen determined to repair to Tinmaul, 
there to visit the tomb of the Imaum El Mehedi. He placed 
all things in good order within the city of Morocco, and 
that done, he set forth with a great train and escort of 
cavalry. Arrived at Tinmaul, he distributed large alms to 
the poor, and commanded that a splendid mosgue should he 
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erected in tlio city, Koniaimng to see the conimeneenient 
of the work, he departed ao soon as the building; had been 
commenced, and repaired to Sale, where ho made his abodo 
daring the rest of the year 548. 

At the commoiiceineiit of the year 549, Abdelmumon Bon 
Aly dispoaed all things for the declaration of his successor 
to the empire of the Almohades, and for the ceremony of 
taking the oath of allegiance, which ho then determined 
to solemnize, AVith these intentions he sent letters 
to all the provinces, assembling the Xeques thereof, and 
wdien the nobles were all in presence, ho declared his son, 
Oid Muhamad, to be ilie successor he had chosen, with the 
command that the prince’s name should thenceforth bo 
mentioned in the Chotba, immediately after bis own. It 
was in this assembly of his Almohade Xeques that Abdel- 
mumen, yielding to their suggestions, made a distribution 
of the governments and Amelias of his empire among his 
sons, at the same time appointing the principal of those 
Xeques to bo the counsellors and associates in authority of 
the princes thus distinguished. To Oid Abu Ilafal, the 
King gave the govemiupnt of Telencon and its Comarcas, 
appointing Abu Muhamad Abdelhac AValdin to bo his 
associate or counsellor; he furthermore named the Aitakir 
Abul Ilaasan, with Abdelmelic Ben Ayas, to bo the secre- 
taries of the young governor. The government of Colita 
and Tongiera he gave to his son Oid Abu fcSaid, the 
associates of that prince being Abu Muhamad Abdalla 
Ben Suleiman and Abu Bekir Ben Genis of Beja. 

To his son Oid Abu Muhamad Abdallah he gave the go- 
vernment of Begaya, appointing Abu Said to be liis associate, 
and giving the latter a deputy or lieutenant in the person of 
Abu Alhassan. The government of Seville and Talf, with 
their Comarcas, he bestowed on his son Oid Abu Jakub 
Juzef, naming the Xe(jue Abu Zaide Ben Nagib to the 
Waliazgo of Cordova, with all its Amelias or jurisdictions. 
On his son Oid Abu Hassan the King conferred the govern- 
ment of Pez, appointing the Xeque Abu Jakub Juzef Bon 
Suleiman to be his associate, and giving him Abul Abbas 
BenMudaforhia secretary : all these Xeques v^-ere enjoined 
to assist the young men by the prudence of their counsels, to 
the end that those princes might become confirmed in the 
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principles and Irnowledge required to constitute good and 
able governors. 

After this distribution of the government among the sons 
of Ajbdelmumen Ben Aly, and his declaration of Cid Mu- 
hamad to be his successor, with the justice inflicted on 
Isaltm of Coraib, the Almehedi, there followed another 
event, which we now proceed to relate. The brothers of 
the unhappy Isaltin, Abdelaziz and Iza, unwarned by the 
fearful example which the king had made of their relative, 
incited the people of Medina Bez to rise against his 
authority, and having assembled a strong force, they 
marched against Morocco itself, taking the road of 
Almaadin, The king was then on the point of departure from 
Medina Sale, and meeting a portion of those troops as they 
advanced from Fez, he was amazed at the unexpected 
intelligence of the two brothers having already entered 
Morocco by surprise. 

Now the king had left the Vizier Ahu Q-iaffar Ben Atia 
to be his Wall in Morqpco during the period of his own 
absence ; but Abu Giaffar had made no movement against 
Abdelaziz and Iza, who put Abu Hafaz Ben Yaferagez, the 
governor of the city, to death. 

• Bflt now came Ahdelmumen Ben Aly himself to the 
relief of the place, which he entered so secretly that 
none were aAvare of his coming, and the king acted with 
so much caution that he succeeded in getting into Lis 
hands the two unfortunate men, Abdelaziz and Iza, whom 
he instantly caused to he impaled, as had been done in the 
case of their brother Isaltin. 

In that same year the Almohades entered Leila, which 
they took by storm, after a long and difficult siege. The 
command of the troops had on this occasion been confided 
by Abdelmnmen Ben Aly to his general Ahu Zacaria Ben 
Yamoun, who gave man;^ proofs of bravery and aptitude in 
the practice of war during the course of the siege, which 
was a somewhat protracted one ; hut Zacaria Ben Yamoun 
finally succeeded in carrying the place by assault. 

Now the inhabitants of Leila had retired to that one of 
their suburbs which was the most remote from the point 
at which the besiegers had forced an entrance; but the 
infuriated soldiery pursued the fugitives thither, putting 

YOL. TI, I I 
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all whom they encouutered to tlie sword, without sparing 
the life of any, insomuch that there perished at the storming 
of Leila many illustrious persons, men of learning and 
others, the loss of whom is greatly to be deplored. Among 
these was the Paki Abu Hakem Ben Batal, the celebrated 
historian and traditionary, with the Baki Saleh Alfadil Abu 
Omar Ben Alhad : eight thousand persons were put to death 
in one suburb only, and in the enyirons of the city no leas 
than four thousand men were slam by the soldiery. They 
afterwards put up all the maidens and children to sale, with 
the property of all kinds. The jewels and other valuables, 
nay, even the vestments of the people, being all thus dis- 
posed of, the usual disposition of the spoil took place 
beneath the banners of the army as would have been 
done had that been a market of war held by the orders of 
the king. 

When Abdelmumen Ben Aly was made acquainted with 
these things he was greatly displeased , so much was he en- 
raged against the general Abu Zacsjria Ben Tamoun, that he 
commanded him to be brought to Morocco in chains, which 
was done, and Abu Zacar^ thus entered the capital at the 
close of Eamazan, and on the Easter of Alfitra. ile was 
then cast into a dungeon, the king reproving ’►him sevSrely* 
for his cruelty and the unbridled license he had permitted, 
nor was he forgiven until after he had suffered a long 
imprisonment Tet for ail this severity in the punishment 
of the culpable commander, Abdelmumen Ben Aly did not 
restore any part of their possessions to such of the unhappy 
dwellers in Leila as had escaped with their lives, and who, 
though delivered from death, had to endure the loss of all 
their property. 

Jn the commencement of the year 550 the King Abdel- 
mumen Ben Aly commanded that the mosques of all the 
provinces should be repaired, and he furthermore gave 
orders — being moved thereto by his innate love of learning 
and baste for literature — ^that the reading of Hadices should 
be immediately permitted and encouraged, as well as the 
writing and teaching of the same. He forbade the burning 
of books relating to deeds of knightly prowess, and gave 
permission for the writing of new books wherein adven- 
turous stories might be set forth and narrated. These 
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orders and permissions went aliroad, and were published 
in all the provinces, not only of Africa, but of Andalusia. 


CHAP, XLiy.— Or the gonqttests of the aiiMohades in spa,in. 

OF TnEIE. FUBTHEE EXTENSION OF TEEEITOET, OF THBIE AEMTj AND 

OF THE OBDEB OF THEIE MAECH 

In Andalusia the army of the Almohades was now making 
considerable progress ; they overran the territory of Granada, 
from which Prince Aly of the Almoravidea found it necessary 
to retire : he withdrew to Almunecaub accordingly, de- 
termined there to embark and fly, in the event of affairs 
turning against him. His people then took possession of the 
fortresses which command the sea coast ; but while awaiting 
the course of events in Almunecaub, Prince Aly received 
poison, of which he died in the year 551, 

' The Almohades shortly afterwards made themselves 
masters of Granada, whicji the Haib of Aben Gania sur- 
rendered to them on certain conditions, and they entered 
the Alcazaba, when the Chotba wa| made for Abdelmumen 
Ben Aly in all the mosques of the city. The Granadines 
then ^ent messengers to proffer the oath of allegiance to 
the king, by whom that city was added to the Amilia 
of Cid Abn Said, and the latter was named Wali thereof, 
to the intent that he might govern the whole district. 
But the Almohade troops had scarcely left the place, 
when the populace rose in rebellion, attacked the garrison, 
a great portion of which they slew, put the governor 
to death, and exalted Abdallah Ben Ayadh Aben Mardanis 
to the command of their city, he being much aided 
by his kinsman, Ahen Hemsek, Lord of Xecura and "Wak 
of Murcia, who was in alliance with the Christians. 

In the commencement of the year 552 the Prince of 
the Almohades, even Cid Abu Said Ben Abdelmumen, so 
zealously pressed the siege of Almeria, both by land and 
sea, that the city was compelled to surrender. The 
Christiana who formed its garrison demanded assurance 
for the security of their lives, with liberty to pass unim- 
peded to their own frontiers, and the conditions of surrender 
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having been arranged by the Vizier Alchatib Abu Giaffar Een 
Atia, the city of Almeria and its inaccessible fortress were 
restored to Islam ; an event vrhich took place just ten years 
after it had irst been taken by the Christians. 

The Chotba for Abdelmnmen Ben Aly was then made in 
the mosques of Almeria, and its walls, which had received 
considerable injury in the many combats delivered, were 
carefully repaired at all points. These things duly cared 
for, the army of the Almohades departed, and went to join 
the troops lying before Granada, Abdelinumen Ben Aly 
having commanded that the conquest of that city should 
be effected, and its Comarcas reduced to his obedience. 

To the siege of Granada the King Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
furthermore despatched his son Cid Juzef and his general 
Abu Othman Said Ben Maymoun of Zanhaga, with a well- 
appointed’ force ; to these troops were then joined those of 
Cid Abu Said, and all marching on Granaia, the princes 
fixed their camp before the city. Burther auxiliaries were 
received from Algarve by the Almohade army, these being 
sent by the Wali Muhamad Sid Bay, who had been 
confirmed in his possesion of Xilba and Calat Merfcula ; 
he was the son of the Vizier Abdel Wahib Ben Sid Bay, 
who had also been Wali of Algarve. • 

These assembled forces now laid close siege to Granada, 
where many sanguinary combats and skirmishes ensued 
between the Granadmes and Almohades, the latter attacking 
the city with engines of various kinds, and long continuing 
to keep the besieged well occupied by perpetual assaults. 
But the defence made by the citizens did not avail to their 
security ; the Almohades finally took the place by force of 
jEtrms, and the day of their entrance into Granada was one of 
atrocious carnage. Among others who there died fighting 
was the hero’^ of the Christians, with all the cavaliers who 
were in his company, and who had been the allies of Aben 
Mardanis. The last-named general, with his kinsman, 
Ibrahim Aben Hemsek, fled on good horses, and by their 
speed of flight were delivered from death. 

Matrue and the Bahib Salat afBrm that this sanguinary 

♦ These italics are in the original; the person here called '‘the hero 
of the Christians” is Alfonso, &iig of Arragon. — 
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entrance of tlie Almohades into Granada did not take place 
tall the year 557, and that then ensued the terrible slaughter 
in which died the hero of the Christians with all his people, 
God, wbo knows all, knows how this may be. The Almora- 
vides now perceiving that they could no longer hope to 
maintain themselves in Andalusia, passed over to Majorca, 
where the Almoravide generals, Aben Gania, father and 
son, both were ; and this was indeed become their sole asylum, 
seeing that nothing remained to them in Spain. 

In the same year of 552, Eng Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
received so many complaints of the conduct of his Vizier 
Abu Giaffar Ben Atia, that he was compelled to depose that 
officer, who was accused of having vexed and oppressed the 
people by much extortion. Ben Atia was in effect very rich, 
and for this cause, envy rising against him, caused his ruin. 
In the moon of Xawal, in the year above mentioned, the king 
commanded that he should be cast into prison, and con- 
fiscated all his possessions.* The office of Vizier, which 
had been held by Abu Giaffar Ben Atia, was tlien given to 
Abdel Selem Ben Muhamad Alcumi. 

Now Abdel Selem had a beautifttl daughter, to whom Cid 
^bu JTafas, the son of the king, was betrothed ; but the mar- 
riage was not celebrated until after the death of Abu Giaffar 
Ben Atia, who was the father un-law of Cid Abu Hafas, that 
prince having received his daughter likewise in marriage. It 
IS true that Abdelmumen Ben Aly had previously commanded 
his son to repudiate the daughter of the fallen Vizier, 
although he knew that this order could not but cause heavy 
sorrow to the Prince Abu Hafas, by whom the daughtef of 
Abu Giaffar Ben Atia was much beloved. He was com- 
pelled to obey nevertheless, and married the daughter of 
the new Vizier, Abdel Selem, as his father had commanded. 

We find it furthermore related, as regards this matter, 
that Abdel Selem, knowing Abu Giaffar to approve the 
reluctance of the Prince to repudiate his daughter, and 
believing that he sought to excuse him to his father the 
King, sent a copy of verses to the late Vizier, and in the 

* Abu Giaffar is said to have written verses to the king on that 
occasion, excusing his conduct, and on receiving that exculpation Ab- 
deltnumen is reported to have pardoned him, but did not restore to 
him either his property or his office. 
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wrapper of the scroll a certain, poison, which caused his 
death. Aben Atia replied to these verses, exculpating him- 
self from having taken any part in the intrigues attributed 
to him by Abdel Selein, without perceiving the injury 
produced by the treacherous missive he had received, or 
forming any suspicion of the truth ; but he died of the 
effects on the following day.* 

Aben Q-iaffar Ben Atia was a native of Oamarola, in the 
East of Spain. He had been Mogrebi in Seville and its 
dependencies, in company with his brother, Tahye Ben 
Atia, during six years, three months, and eight days, and 
had exercised the office of Tizier fifteen years, two months, 
and two days. He was a man of great learning and pru- 
dence, and had much genius for poetry ; but having favoured 
the Amdalusians in Morocco, he had thereby attracted to 
himself many calumniators and bitter enemies 

About this time the King Abdelinumen Ben Aly com- 
manded that a treatise should be written against the “ Ques- 
tions” of the Cordovan author,* Abul Hassan Abdelmelic 
Ben Hayas. 

In. the beginning of t;he year 653, the King directed his 
forces against Mahedia. This city had been taken fr(jm tl^e 
Christians of Sicily by the Prince Alhasen, son of Aly 
Ben Tahye Ben Temim El Maun Ben Tedis, of. the family 
of Taxfin, who had long held it as his hereditary possession. 
Those enemies of Q-od, the Christians, led on by the Lord 
of Sicilia, had besieged the place until they had finally- 
reduced it, and had taken possession by force of arms. This 
occurred in the year 540, when the Prince Alhasen had 
returned to Medina, where he had established his residence ; 
and when Abdelmumen Ben Aly had entered that city with 
his army, this Alhasen had gone forth to receive him. The 
King Abdelmumen was then so much pleased with his noble 
deportment, that knowing him to be of illustrious race, he 
gave him a daughter of his own to wife, and took him in 
his company to Morocco, where he bestowed on him one of 
the noble domains within his gift, with the most beautiful 
houses and gardens. 

In that campaign of 553 here in question, the King was 


* AIAbar says that this event took place in the ar 555. — ConM. 
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accompanied by Prince Alliasen Ben Aly. He bad ’^v^ritton 
to bis provinces witb orders for the drawing together of 
numerous troops ; and the host assembled at his command 
was a very large one, comprising a strong body of eavalrv, 
and foot-soldiers iniiiimerablc. Abdelnmincn Ben Aly 
finally departed for the East from Medina Sale ; and the order 
of his march was on this wise. 

The troops wore never set in motion until after the Aziila 
or Prayer of Ahohbi,* which was made soon after the first 
appearance of the dawn, and a short lime previous to tlie 
rising cf the sun. The signal for the march was given by 
a large atambor, or drum of a round form, made for that 
purpose. It was constructed of a finely-sounding wood, and 
had fifteen ells in circumference ; the colour was green, and 
the atambor ivas furthermore enriched with gold. The 
signal was given by three strokes on this enormous instru- 
ment, the sound of which could he heard at the distance of 
half a day’s march, when the air was serene and still. These 
three strokes having bee^j. heard, the whole camp began to 
sot itself in motion, and the march, for \\hieh all had hepn 
prepared, immediately commenced* Bach Cahila followed its 
own standard ; but in the march all the banners w^ere furled, 
^wit^L tliG exception of that borne by the vanguard. ^ This 
last, which was of white and azure, bearing crescents of gold, 
was carried aloft, and extended floating on the air. 

The tents and pavilions were packed on niiiles and 
camels, as were also certain parts of the provisions; but 
there was a whole army of herdsmen, whosebuRiness it was 
to guard the sheep, oxen, and flocks of all kinds by which 
the vast force was accompanied, and which were indispensa- 
ble to the support of the troops. 

Tiio number of Abdelmumen Ben Aly’s infantry, on tho 
occasion here described, W'as seventy thousand: lio had 
separated his army into four divisions, each division march- 
ing apart, and going a day’s journey before the next, to the 
end that none should sulFer%vaut of water, or lack sufllciency 
of space for lodgment. Tho troops marched only until the 
middle of the day, when they halted to repose; being 
encamped from the hour of the Adohar, or prayer of the 

♦ Aaohbi or Azahlia : the Hour of Dawn. 
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mid-day, until they recommenced their march on the day 
following, at the hour already mentioned. By this slow 
mode of progress, Ahdelmumen Ben Aly expended six 
months in passing from Medina Sale to Tunis, the journey 
being one of seventy days only, for men who ride rapidly on 
horseback. 

When the King mounted his hoijse, aH the principal 
Xeques and generals of his court and army assembled 
around him, each making the Azala with Abdelmumen : that 
prayer finished, they separated, every leader taking his due 
position in the order of march. One hundred of these 
chiefs rode before their monarch, but at some distance : they 
were mounted on beautiful horses, the caparisoiis of which 
were bordered with fringes of gold, and had gold tassels 
of rich workmanship ; their lances were adorned" with, inlaid 
work of silver and ivory, the banderoles being ribbons of 
various colours. 

Abdelmumen took with him in his marches the Mushaf 
of Othman Ben Afan^ the thir4 Oaliph, which had been 
borne to Cordova by Anasir Abderahman the Third, who 
was of the race of the Beni Omeyas, and of that branch 
thereof which had seated itself in Andalusia, Prom the 
time of Anasir Abderahman, the Mushaf had been kept in the* 
great mosque of Cordova, until the period when the generals 
of Ahdelmumen Ben Aly obtained possession of that city, 
when he commanded them to bring to him that invaluable 
deposit, and he then expended vast treasures in the em- 
bellishment thereof. It was kept in a rich casket of costly 
aromatic wood, covered with plates of gold, on which rubies 
and emeralds, finely inlaid with other precious stoujcs of 
considerable value, formed graceful and beautiful figures. 
In the centre of each plate of gold was a ruby shaped hke 
a horse's hoof, and having the natural size of the same ; 
the lining was of cloth woven of green silk and gold, 
sprinkled over with rubies, emeralds, and other rich stones ; 
the whole was carefully wrapped in cloth of gold, with 
borders of pearls. Every kind of riches had, indeed, been 
constantly lavished on the . decorations of that treasured 
deposit by the various monarchs who had constituted them- 
selves its guardians ; since not only the Omeyas, hut the 
Ahen Ahedes, the Aben Hudes, the Almoravides, and the 
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raeo of Saiiliaj);a, had all vied Tv-itli each other in the 
enrichment of the Muwhaf. 

The cabket was homo on a costly bier, and on each of 
the four sides of the bier were four banners : it was now- 
carried immediately before the King Abdelmumen Een Aly, 
at whose right hand rode his son, Ahul Hafaz, behind whom 
followed the other princes, sons of Abdelmumen, but at, 
due distance, and not as placing themselves in contact with 
their elder brother. 

'^,fter that company came the banners of all the tribes, 
each in^ its order ; these were accompanied by a hand of 
atabaleroSjOr kettle- drummers, the men riding on high horses, 
with their atambours of metal, and with them were the 
trumpeters, with their great trumpets, to say nothing of 
the remaining musicians, all bearing such instruments as are 
proper to the muhic of war. 

Immediately after the trumpets came the walios, al- 
caydes, viders, and ministers of various degrees, who were 
followed by the whole igprce, no man incommoding or em- 
barrassing the progress of another. When the hour for 
encamping arrived, all departed 4o their appointed stations 
ill the most perfect order; nor could any man go forth from 
his^odgment without the permission of his superiors. 

Equally well arranged were all the measures needful for 
the provisioning of that groat host, insomuch that none 
felt the want of his home, since all things needful 
were as abundant in tho camp as in the markets of a 
papulous city. 

With this vast army of Almohades, Alarahes, and Zenetes, 
tho King Abdelmumen Ben Aly passed through the eastern 
parts of Africa, subjugating many nations by the aid of‘ 
God, and making himself lord of all the stronghold| of 
that region, with the whole land of Zaba, Many rebellious 
towns in the Comarcas of tho ancient Carthage were also 
then compelled to humble themselves before Ins prevailing 
arms. 

When Abdelmumen Ben Aly approached Medina Tunis, 
there sallied forth from that city an embassy which the 
inhabitants had sent to meet him. The envoys were among 
the chief of the citizens ; and first requiring i^curity for their 
lives, they then requested to be received into the King’s 
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favour and protection. Abdelmumen dismissed them with 
the reply that they were secure for themselves, their wives, 
their children, and their households ; hut with respect to 
their possessions, these must he distributed among his 
troops. The answer thus returned did not satisfy the 
people of Tunis, who closed their gates ; whereupon King 
Abdelmumen remained before the place, liesieging it closely 
for the space of three days, after which he passed forward, 
leaving a force to maintain the town in a state of blockade. 
He then directed his march to Cairvan, which he took, as 
he did likewise the City of Susa and that of Safes, from 
which last-mentioned town he repaired to the strongly 
fortified City of Mehadia ; but before he had reached that 
place he received intelligence to the effect that the inha- 
bitants of Tunis, closely pressed by his troops, had con- 
sented to surrender on the con'ditions he had offered. 
Thereupon Abdelmumen turned his horse’s rein, and rode 
with his cavaby to Tunis, where he sacked the city, and 
caused all the riches of its peoplg to be piled up in the 
market-place. He then divided aU that was found with 
perfect equality among hie soldiers, who afterwards held a 
kind of fair with their spoils, which they sold to the former ^ 
owners of the property. 

Medina Tunis was taken by Abdelmumen in the begin- 
ning of the year 554 ; when the King commanded that an 
alcazaba, or sort of triangular tower, should be constructed 
in the most elevated part of the city. Lofty and beautiful, 
this fabric served to the more effectual defence of the place ; 
and between its exterior walls and the city were erected 
schools and colleges. 

Hue order having been taken for these works, Abdel- 
mmnen passed on to the siege of Medina Mehadia, which 
was garrisoned by the Christians of Sicily, who were in 
like manner lords of Medina Sifakis, and of Bona, both on 
the same coast. Mehadia was defended by three thousand 
Christians, but Abdelmumen now assailed it by land and 
sea He reared engines of war against the walls, by 
means of which he attacked the town on the southern side, 
while his ships engaged the attention of the defenders on 
the north ; and such was his eagerness for this conquest, 
that the assaults and combats ceased not, night or day. 



A.D, IIGO.] STEOE OE MEDISTA MEHADIA. 491 

To tho stieeour of the besiogod there came two hundred 
ships IVoiii Sicil}^ with troops, i>rovisions, and engines of 
war. They were met on the part of Abdelmumen by the 
Aloayde and Ameer of the sea, Abdallah Ben Maymoun, 
with a largo ileet of ships, well manned, and carrying forces 
from Andalusia and Almagreb. A fierce engagement then 
took ])lace, with heavy loss on both sides ; but tho Moslemah 
were finally victorious. They took several of the Christian 
ships that were loaded wuth munitions of war, and burnt 
others ; inllicting on their adversanes a very severe loss, 
not only as regarded their stores, but also by the destruc- 
tion wliich tlu\y made among the crows of those vessels. 

Tho siege of llcdina Jlehadia was a much protracted 
one, but tho steadiness of tho Almohades ultimately pre- 
vailed ; and after a severe contest of six months and nine 
days the city was taken by thorn, when every Christian 
found therein was put to the sword, without sparing the 
ILte of a man. 

This event is rolat^&d in a different manner by Abon 
Tahyc Ben Oinoira, who tolls us that when the Christians 
perceived tho fixed detorminatien of Abdelmumen Ben Aly 
tq, conquer them, and felt assured that he would not raise 
his hand from over tho city until ho had made it his own, 
they sent eight onvors to confer with the monarch in his 
camp, These men, addressing him with great humility and 
in very flattering terms, declared that they had found 
a projihecy written in certain of their books to the effect 
that ho, Abdelmumen, must become master of the whole 
country, and of their city among the rest, but that the 
inhabitants of the same were bound to conceal their wish 
for his protection, and their intention of submitting to his 
rule, until the lapse of six months, which period halving 
expired they would proceed to require security for their 
lives, and that received, would place themselves in his hands. 
This writer adds that Abdelmumen Ben ^y believed their 
assertions, and not only gave them security for their lives 
but allowed thorn moreover to depart freely with their 
property and arms, the king having signed those conditions 
at the end of the six months named by tbe envoys, and 
subsequently folffled them to the utmost : the Christian de- 
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fenders of Matadia then departed with all freedom from 
that city and sailed for Sicily. 

The conquest of Medina Mehadia was effected in the year 
555, and that having been secured, the remaining cities and 
fortresses of the coasts surrendered without resistance, 
insomuch that the subjugation of all the eastern parts of 
Spain might be considered complete. The Oabilas and 
tribes that dwell near Barca, or who wander thence 
even to the confines of Medina Telencen, then resigned 
themselves to the rule of Abdelmunien ; nor was there any 
intermediate territory that was not his own, — all was in fact 
now under his protection, and was governed by his Walies, 
Amils, and Alcaydes. 

Abdelmumen then repaired and heightened the walls of 
many among the cities and fortresses thus surrendered to 
his power, while he caused mosques to be constructed in all, 
and likewise founded numerous schools and colleges for the 
instruction of children and youth. 

At this time the king commanded that all the territory of 
Africa from Barca to Velad Noul, in Sus Alaksa, should be 
accurately measured by miles and parasangs, taking the 
land both in length and breadth, but deducting one-tljird , 
from the whole for the mountains, rivers, lakes, <&c. 
According to this measurement the king then decided the 
demarcation of the provinces, comarcas of cities, and juris- 
diction of towns, all which he was thereby enabled to 
regulate with justice and exactitude in reference to the 
number of the population, and had moreover a certain guide 
whereby to decide the amount of contributions in fruits and 
flocks<:?^ieh eae];i province ought to pay, due regard being 
had to the ^extent of wealth and degree of fruitfuless 
pos^ssed by all. , . , > ^ ' 

This exam^atioBi was furthermore useful, inasmuch as it 
enabled the’ king 'to judge of the measures that might 
usefully be taken for improving the products of the land, 
and ameliorating the labours of agriculture, with those need- 
ful to the care of flocks, which are the most valuable riches of a 
state. Abdelmumen Ben Aly is said to have been the first 
monarch who gave his attention to these arrangements in 
AlmagreK 
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Albonioz and Hannon affirm that the king completed the 
conquest of IVIehadia on the day Axur, in the year 555. It 
was in this year also that the renowned Vizier Griaffar 
Ahmed Aben Atia was poisoned by the venom placed in a 
copy of vorscs sent him by Abdel* Selem of Sale, who had 
succeeded the illustrious Andalusian in his office, when 
Abdelmumen deposed his former Vizier, In the same year 
the Christians made themselves masters of the fortress of 
Alcazar Alfctah, in Algarve, which was called the Alcazar 
of Abi Denis, when they nut all who had been engaged in 
the defence to the edge ox the sword. 
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Mignet’s French BeTolution from 

1789 to 1814. Ptyrtrait. 

Milton’s, Prose WorkSj with Index. 
Pcrtranii. In 6 vols. 

Mitford’s (Miss) Our Village. Ip- 

pioyedEdL, complete. ,3ybls. 

Moliere's Flays. Translated by C. H,. 
Wall, In 3 rols. [Vol. 3 %n the Prest 

Heauder’s Church Histery. Trans- 
lated * with General Index. In 10 yols. 

. — .■ Life of Christ. Translated. 

First Planting of Christi- 
anity, and Antlgnostikns. Translated. In 
3 yols. 

— History of Christian Dogmas. 

Translated. In 3 yols. 

' ' Christian Life in the Parly 

and fiddle Ages, Including hla * Light in 
DarlPPlaGes ’ Translated. 

Ockley’s History of the Saracens. 

Revised and completed. Portrait. 

Percy’s Beliq,ues of Ancient Fnglish 

Poetry. Reprinted from the Original Edi- 
tion, and Edited by J. V. Psiohabd. In 
2 yols. 

Bauke’s History of the Popes. Trans- 
lated by E. Foster. In 3 vols. 

— • — Servia and the Servian Be- 

yotutlon. 

Beynolds’ (Sir Jotiiua) Literary 

Works, Portrait. tnSvola. 
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Bichter (Jean Paul Pr.) Autobio- 

graphy and Levana With Memoir 

Flower, Fruit, and Thom 

g fPiecea [In the Pi ms. 

Roscoe’s Life and Pontlflcate of 
Leo X., with the Copyright Notes, and an 
Index. Portraiit. in 3 vols. 

■ Life of Lorenzo de Medici, 

with the Copyright Notes, kc. Portrait. 

Russia, History of, by Walter K. 

Ebixx Portrait*. In 2 yols. 

Sckiller’s Works. Translated into 
English. Ill 6 vols. 

VoL 1. Thirty Tears’ War, and Revolt * 
of the Netherlands. 

VoL2. ContirMatum of the Revolt 
of the Netherlands; Wallenstein’s 
Camp ; the Plocoloniiiil ; the Death 
of Wallenstein; and William TelL 
YoL 3. Don Carlos, "Maiy Stoart, Maid 
of Orleans, and Bride of MesBina. 

Vol 4 The Bobbers. Fiesoo, Love and 
Intrigue, and the Chost-Seer. 

Yol. B. Poems Translated by Edo-ab 
Bowbino, G B. 

Yol e. Philosophical Letters and .Ee- 
^ thetical Essays. 

Schlegel’s Philosophy of Life and 

of Language, translated by A. J. W. Mob- 

^BISON. 

-1—- History of Literature, An- 

oient and Modem. Now first cAnpletdly 
translated, wiUi General Index. 

— Philosophy of History. 
Translated by J. B Robertbow. ; Por- 
trait. 

, Dramatic Literature. 

Translated. Portrait. ^ 

Modem History. 

jEsthetlc aud MisoeUaneons 

Works. 

Sheridan’s Dramatic Works and 

Life Portrait. 

Sismondi’s Idteratuxe of the South 
of Eiirope. Translated by Boscoe. Por- 
traits. In 2 vols. 

Smith’s (Adam) Theory of the Moral 
Sentiments ; with his Essay on the First 
FormaUon of Languages. 

Smyth’s (Professor) Lectures on 

Modern History In 2 vols. 

Lectures on the French Be- 

volntlon. In 2 vols. 

Sturm’s Morning Communings with 
God, or Devotional Meditations for Every 
Day in the Tear. 



SOEN^S VAEIOUS LIBBAEIE8, 


Taylor’B (fiisliop Jeremy) Holy Living 

and Dying. PortraiU 

Thierry’s Conq,aest of England by 

the iformans. Translated byWiLLiAW 
Hazlitx. Portratt In 2 vols. 

Ulrici (Dr.) Shakespeare’s Dramatic 

Art. Translated by L D Schmitz, 2 vols. 


Vasari’s Lives of the Painters^ 
Sculptors, and Architects. Translated by 
Mrs Fosibk Bvols 

Wesley’s (John) Life. By Bobert 
SouTHET. New and Complete Edition. 
Doable volnme. Bs. 

Wheatley on the Book of Common 

Prayer. ProntapieGe, 


HISTORICAL LIBRARY. 

6 per Yolumt. 


Evelyn’s Diary and Correspondence. 

lUniitraUd wih, fiuvieroui Pwto'uxtit dto. 
In 4 vols. 

Pepys’ Diary and Correspondence. 

Edited by Lord Biaybiooke. With im- 
portant Additions, Indndmg nnmerons 
Letters JOmtraUd wt&i jiumy Portraitr. 
In 4 vols 

Jesse’s Memoirs of the Beign of the 

Stuarts, IncLnding the Protectorate. With 
General Index. Vpwardt qf 40 Portraiti. 
In 3 vols. m 


Jesse’s Memoirs of the Pretenders 

and tidelr Adherents. 6 Portraiit. 
Nugent’s (Lord) Memorials of 
B^pden, hla Party, and Times. 12 
Porirattt. 

Strickland’s (Agnes) Lives of the 

Queens of England, flrom the Norman 
Conquest. From ofdcial records' and 
authentic docnments, pnvate and public. 
Revised Edition. In 6 vols. 

Life of Mary Queen of Soots. 

2 vols. 


ni. 




• LIBRARY OP FRENCH MEMOIRS. 


1 3i 6d.per ToCwne. 


Memoirs of Philip de Commines, 

containing the Histones of Louis XI and 
Charles vUL, and of Charles the Bold, 
Duke of Burgundy. To which Is added, 
The Scandalons Ghroniole, or Secret 


History of Louis XL PqrtrttUt, In 
2 vols. 

Memoirs of the Duke of SuDy, Prime 

Minister to Henry the Great. Pcrtraitr. 
In 4 vols. 


Iv. 

SCHOOL AND COLLEGE SERIES. * 

5s ver Tolwme, excepting those marked otherwise, , " 


Bass’s Complete Oreek and English 

Lexioon to the New Testament. 2<. 

DonaMson’s Theatre of the Hreeks. 
Illustrated with Lithographs and nu- 
merous Woodcuts. 

Herodotusy Turner’s (Dawson W.) 

Notes to. With Map, &o. 

— — Wheeler’S Analysis and 

Summary of. 


New Testament (The) in Oreek. 

Griesbach’s Text, with the various read- 
ings of Mill and Scholx at foot of page, and 
Parana Beferences ixrtbe margin; also a 
Critical Introduction and Chronological 
Tables. Tujofai^similes qf 0reek Mam» 
Kriptt. (650 pages.) 31. ed , ; or with the^ 
Lerlcou. 6a. 

Thucydides, Wheeler’s Analysis of. 


21 




A OATALOaVE OF 


T. 


PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY. 


65 per Volume, excepting 

Comto^fi Pbilosopliy of the ScienceSi 

By Q. H, Lktos. 

Draper (J. W.) A History of the 

Intellectual Development of Europe. By 
John William Draper, M D , LL D. A 
N’e'W’ ^ition, thoroughly Revised by the 
Author. In 2 vols 

Heg^el’s lectorea on the Philosophy 

of History. Translated by J. Sibbkb, M A. 


those marked otherwise 

Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason. 

Translated by J. M D. Mriklejohn. 

Dogic ; or, the Science of Inference. 

A Popular Manual. By J . Davis if. 
nmer’s (Professor) History Philoso- 
phically considered. In 4 vols. 3t. 6i. 
each. , 

Texineinann’s Manual of the History 
of Philosophy Continued hy J. R Morell 


Addison’s Works. With the Notes 
of Bishop Hhbd, much additional matter, 
and npwards of 100 Unpublished Iietters 
Edited by H. Gl. Bohn. Pcriraii and 8 
Sngraixmgs on Steel, In 6 vols. 

Burke’s Works. In 6 Volumes. 

VoL 1. Vindication of Natural Society, 
On the Sublime and Beautiful, and 
Political MisceUames 
Vol. 2. French Revolutioii, See. 

Voi 3. Appeal from the New to the 
OldWli^s ; the Catholic Claims, 

Vol. 4 On the Affairs of India, irad 
Charge against Warren Hastings. 

Vol. 6. Conclusion of Charge against 
Haatinu; on a B,egliOidfi Peace^ &o. 
Vol. 8 MLBcellaiLeons Speeches, &c. 
With a Qeneral Index. 


VI. 

BRITISH CLASSICS 

35. ed per Volume. 


Burke’s Speeches on Weiren Hust- 
ings and IjetterB. With Index. In 
3 vols. (funning vols. 7 and 8 of the 
works). 

Life, By Prior. New and 


revised Edition. Fvrtrat^, 

Defoe’s Works. Edited by 1^ Walter 

Scx>v. In 7 vols. 

Gibbon’s Roman Empire. Complete 
and Unabridged, with Notes ; Indnding, 
In addition to the Author's owu;^ those of 
Ouizot, Weni^ Niebuhr, Hugo, (eandei:, 
and other foreign shhol^; and an ela- 
borate Index. Edited hy an English 
In 7 vols. > 


vn. 


ECCLESIASTICAL AND THEOLOGICAL 
LIBRARY. 

65. per Volume, excepting those marked otherwise 


Bleek (J.) An Introduction to the 

Old Testament, by Friedrich Bleek. 
Edited by Johann Bleek and Adolf 
KAHP^trsEN Translated from the Ger- 
man G H. Venables, under the 
supervision of the Rev. E. Venables, 
Canon of Lincoln New Edition. In 2 
vols. 

Chillingworth’s Religion of Pro- 

testants. 35. 6d. 

Eusobins’ Ecclesiastical History. 
With Notes. 

Hardwicks History of the Articles 

of Relrgion. To which la added a Senes of 
Dooumeuts from a d 1536 to a d. 1615 
XcMffiitheor with ULUstrations from Contem- 
pom^ Sources. By the late 0. Hard- 
WXob; ,H.A., Archdeacon of Ely. Third 
Bditmn,Bievl8edby the Rev. F. Pkcmjter, 

MA. r-i- 


Henry’s (Matthew) Commentary on 
the Psalma. Ifumerffus JlZtttfrottom. 

Pearson on the Creed.' New Edition. 

Witb Analysis and Notes. 

Philo JudmuB, Works of ; the con- 
temporary of Josephus. Translated by 
C. D. Tonge. In 4 vols, 

Socrates’ Ecelesiastieal Historyi in 
continuation of Eusebius. With the Notes 
of Yalesiiis. 

Sozomen’s Ecclesiastical History, 
from A D. 324-440 and the Eodedaatical 
History of PhiloatorgiuB. 

Theodoret and Evagrins. Eccuaiafr- 
tical Histories, from a.d. 332 to Ah, 427 
end from ajo. 431 to AJ>. $44, 
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BOSirS YABI0U8 LIBRARIES, 


YLSI. 

ANTIQUARIAN LIBRARY. 

6s jper Vohime, 


Bede’s Bcclesiastioal Hietoryi and 

tile Anglo-Saxon Chronlde. 

Boethilu’e Goneolatioii of Bhiloeo- 
^y. In Anglo-Saxon, with the A. S. 
Metres, and an Rn g iiph TranslatioiL liy 
theReT. S Fox. 

Brand's Popular Antiquities of Eng- 
land, Scotli^ and Ireland. BySlrHSNBx 
Blxjel iDSTOla, 

Chronicles of the Crusaders. Richaid 

of Devixea, Geoffrey de Vlnsao^ Lord de 
JTolnvUle. 

Earl^TraTels in Palestine. Willi- 
balA SeaWiUf, Benjamin of Tndela, Han- 
devllle, La Broogni^re, and MauudieU; 
all nnabndged. Edited by Thoicas 
Weight. 

Ellis’s Early Engliah Ketrical Bo- 

manoea. Bevlsed J. 0. Haluwbu.. 

Plorence of 'Worcester’! Chronicle, 
with the Two Continuations . cemprlslim 
Annals of Engliah History to the Bieign ol 
Edward L 

Geata Bomanorum. Edited by W, 

Hooper, B.A. [In tKt Ft css, 

Giraldus Cambrensis’ JHistorioal 
Woi^ t Topography of Ireland ; History 
of the Conquest of Ireland; Itinerary 
throifth Wales ; and Besorlptlon of Wales 
With Index, mted by Thos. Weight, 

Henry of Huntingdon's History of 
the English, from the Roman Invasion to 
Henry II. ; with the Acts of King Stephen, 
ho. 

logulph’s Chronicle of the Abbey of 

Goyland, with the Oonlmiatloio by Peter 
of Blois and other Writers. By H. T. 
Btlet. 

Keightioy'sPairy Mythology. Aboii* 

by CruikiKmk, 

Lepsius's Letters from Egypt| Ethio- 

pia, and the Fenlnsola of Suial. 


Mallet’s northern Antiquities. By 
Bishop Pebot. With an Abstract of the 
Eyrhiggla Saga, by Sir Waexek Sooxt. 
Edltedby J. A. Blaohwbll. 

Marco Polo's Travels. The Trans- 
lation of Marsden. Edited by Thohab 
WaiGifr, 

Mattiihw Paris's Chronicle. InSvols. 
Febsz SnoqpoH Roger ol Wendoyer*s 
Flowers of English BOstoiy, from ibe 
Bescent of the Saxons to A.n. 1236. 
Translated by Xh. Gilxb. In 2 yoU. 
Second SBOnoH; From 1235 to 12iS. 
With Index to the entire Work. In 
3 yols. 

Matthew of Westminster's Blowers 

of History, especially such as relate to tiie 
affairs of Britain; to AJ>. 1307. Translated 
by C. D. Yongb. In 2 vols. 

Ordeiicus 'Yitalis' Eeclesiastioal His- 
tory of Eng^d and Hormandy. Trans- 
lated with notes, by T. Fobbsteb, MJL 
In 4 yols. 

Panli’s (Dr. B.) life of Alfred the 

Great Translated from the German To 
which is appended Alfred's Anglo-Saxon 
Version of Qrosins, with a literal Transla- 
tion, and on Anglo-Saxon Grammar and 
Glossary. 

Roger De Hoveden's Annals of Eng- 
lish History ; from aj>. 732 to aj>. 1201. 
Edited by H. T. Rhxt. In 2 vols. 

Six Old English Chronicles, vli. 
Asser's life of Alfred, and the Ghionlclei 
of Ethelword, GUdaa, Nemdus, Geoffrey 
of Monmouth, and Bioiiard of Otren- 
csester. 

William of Malmeahury's Chronicle 
of the Kings of England. Tranalated by 
Shaefe. 

Yule-Tide Stories. A Collection of 
Scandlnaylan Tales and Traditlona. Edited 
by B. Thobpx. m 


XX. 


ILLUSTRATED LIBRARY. 


5r, jper €iBc^tinff 

Allen's Battles of the British Havy. 
Eeriaed and enlarged. J^umavut Jiht 
Porfreits. In2yolE 

Anderson's Danish Legends and 

Fafry Tales. With many Tm not in any 
othw edition. Translated b7 CABoxnrx 
PEAcmxr. 120 Wood J^nyramnyi, 


those moarked ofAemfse. 

Ariosto's Orlando Eurioso. In Eng- 
lish Verse. By W. a Boss. TiMhefJM 
IBngravingt. In 2 yols. 

Bechstem’s Cage and Chamber Birds. 
TnftiniUTig Sweet’s Warblera, Enlarged 
edition. Jir^meroiu pUsta. 

All other editions are abridged. 
With the plates coloured. 7j. 6d. 
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A QATALOGtVlE^ OJ’ 


BoxLouus Hmeveh and its Peaces. 
Edition, revised and considerably 
enlarged, both in matter and Plates, In- 
olndmg a 1^1 Account of the Assyrian 
ScQlptnres recently added to the National 
Collection Upioarcb ^ 300 

Butler'a Hadibras, With Variorum 
Notes, a Biography, and a Gleneral Index. 
Edited hy Henry G. Boon. Tiaaiy heau - 

tiful illustrations. 

; or, furiher illustrated vsith 
62 OuUine Portraiti. In 2 vols. 10«. 

Cattermole’B EveningB at Haddon 

Halt 24 esequmte Bngraeingi on Stul, 
from dengns by himsdf the Letterpress 
by the Bajsohess Db Cababeula. 

China, Pictorial, Descriptive, and 
Hlstoncal, with some Account ot Ava and 
the Burmese, Siam, and Anam. NeorZy 
100 UlustratioTU, 

Cfuik’s (0. L,) Pnnrdt of Knowledge 

under Difficulties, illDstiated by Anec- 
dotes and Memoirs. Revised Edition. 
With numerous Poriiaits. 

Cmikshank’s Three Courses and a 
Dessert. A Series of Tales, wiffi 60 hu- 
tnoroui lUuitraiumi by Cfruikshank. 

Dante. Translated by L C. Weight, 
MJL New Edition, careftiRy revised. 
Portrait and 34 XUusliraiumt on Steti^ 
after Flaasman, 

Didron’s History of Christian Art 
In the Middle Ages. From the Frendi. 
Upwards of 160 ofuUint Engraxrings. 

Dyer (T. H.) The History of Pompeii ; 

its Buildings and Antiquities. An account 
of the City, with a full description of the 
Bemains and tbeBecent Excavations, and 
also an Itinerary for Vi&itora. Edited by 
T. H Dyer, LLD. Illustrated wi^ 
neaolg 300 PToodl Engraifings a large 
JWap, and a Plan of the Forum A New 
Edition, revised and brought down to 
18Y4. 6d. 

Plazman’a lectures on Sculpture. 

Nvmerlfhs lUusiratumt 9s . ' 

C^il Bias, The Adventures of. 24 

Engravings an Steel, after SmirJee, and 
10 Etchings by 0eorge Orviksha/ik. 9s. 
Orimm^s Gammer Grethel,* or, Ger- 
man Fairy Tales and Popular Stotieiii 
Translated hy Edgar Taylor. Fumei ous 
Woodevits by Cruikshank 3s. 9d. 
Holbein’s Dance of Death, and Bible 
Cuts. Upwards of 160 lub^ectc, heaati- 
fully engraved m facsimile, intro 
ductlon and Desmptlonfl by the late 
Franoib DonOE and Dr T. F. Dtbdik. 
S vols In 1. is Sd, 
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Howitf s CBdary) Pictorial Calendar 
of the Sea^ns. Embodymg the whole of 
Aiken's Calendar of Nature. Upwards of 
100 Engravings 

— (Mary and William) Stories 

of English and Foreign Life. Twenty heau- 
tifud Engravings 

India, Pictorial, Descriptive, and 
Historical, from the Earliest Times to the 
Present Upwards of\99fineEngr<imngs 
on Wood, and a Map. 

Jesse’s Anecdotes of Dogs. Kew Edi- 
tion, with large additions. JV'twnsroMi 
Woodouts af^ Marvey, Eewwk, and others. 

■ ; or, mith the addition of 34 

higMy-Jinuhed Steel Engiavings. 7t. 6d. 

King’s Katural History of Precious 
Stones, and of the Precious Metals. With 
numeroia Illustrations Price 6i. 

Natural History of Gems 

or Decorative Stones. Fmdy Ulustraied. 
9s. 

Handbook of Engraved Gems. 

Findy lUvstrated. 9s. 

Kitto’s Scripture Lands and Biblical 
Atlas 24 Maps, leaut^Uy engraved on 
Sted, with a Consolting Index. 

'■ — ; with the maps coloured, 7s. dd* 

Kriimmacher’s FarablesL Translated 
from the German. Forty IttuttnUumt by 
^yton, engraved by DaZrid. 

Lindsay’s (Lord') Letteri on ^l^pt, 

Edom, and flie Holy Land New Edition, 
enlarged. Thirty-si^ l}eautiful Engrav- 
ings, and a Maps. 

Lodge’s Portraits of Hlustrious Per- 

sonagea of Great Britain, with Memoln. 
Turn Hundred and Forty Portroeits, ’beau- 
tifully engraved on Sted>. 8 vols. 

LongfeUow'B Poetical Works. 

Twenty-four page Engramngs, by Birket 
Foster and others, and a new PmiraiL 
; or, without illustrations, 3s.6d, 

Prose Works, complete. 16 

po^e Engravmgs by Birket Foster, do. 

Loudon’s (Mrs.) Entertaining Natur- 
alist Revised by W. S Dallas, FA S. 
Wi£h nearly BOO Woodcuts 
Marry at’ s Masterman Beady; or, 
The Wreck of the Pamfle. 93 Woodcuts. 
3r bd. 

■ M Poor Jack. With 16 IHiis- 
' ^ra<^o^lS, ajter Deigns by 0 Stanfield, 
j E.A, 3f. 9d 

Mission ; or,' Scenes in Af- 
rica. (Written for Young People ) Hlut- 
trated by ffdbert and Balsiel. 3s. 6d. 


i 



JBORIPS VABIO TO ZIBBABIE8. 


Mariyat’s Pirate ; and Three Cutten. 
XTew Edition, with a Memoir of the 
^thor. ao SUdJBhn^pravinffSffrom 
^>ramnat by a Stcmiidd, SU. Za 'ed. 

' Privateer’s-Man One Hnn- 
JB!ngravingt on 
Stetilt <:0er Stothard, 3a 6d. 

— " Settlera in Canada. New 

Edition. Ten fine EnffrmiTigt by Gilbert 

andMeid. 9s.6d. 

MaxweU^a Victoriee of Wellington 

and the Britiah Axmlea. Steel Engravinge, 

Michael Angelo and Raphael, their 

Llv«i and Works. By Ddppa and Qtta- 
m Qumor. 'mth. 13 aioWy- 
JViorawritfrf on fi'icei, 

MiUer’s HiethtT of the Anglo-Sax- 
ons. Written In aj>opnlar style, on the 
of ^teon Tomer. Portrait of 
Mdp of i^uoon Britain, and w 
daborate JEngraoingi on BteeL 

Uatim’t Poetical Work!. With a 
Memoir t )7 Jama UomooKan, Tosn’e 
Texhal Index to all the Poana and Ex- 
plffioatoiy Notes. With 120 JEngrmingt 
oy Jhoinpeon and otihert, yrom DrOtoinge 
by W. Mauroey, 3 vols. 

Vcd. 1. Paradise Irtsi complete, with 
Memoir, Notea and IndAx. 

VoL 2. Pajradise Begained, and nther 
Pomna, with Verbal Index to all the 
Poems. 

Mndie’i firituh Birds. Beyised hr 
W. aL. MABxm. f%fty4nh Pigaret and 
f Platm qf Eyge, la2vola. 

— ^ ; or, with ^ plata coiottretL 
, la ed. per Yol. 

Naval and Militarp Heroes of Great 

Britain ; ^br. Calendar of Vlotory. Being a 
Beoord of British Valonr and Conqnest 
by Sea and Land, on every day in the 
year, from the time of Wlluam the 
Conqnerar |he Bakle of Lhkermaim. 

^bhOB, BlM., and Ldeatenant 
P. N. NzooitASy ILM. Tioenty-four Pbr- 
trwiSit. 6t. 

Fiet^iid^ ^steijr of "iho Jesnits : 
tiefr ^igln. Progress, Bobtrinea, and Be 
rignn Pine PortraiU gf LoyotOt LasnU, 
daqvmiaaa, pJre |a Chaiee, 

Potra^^f^tmots, and ether Poems. 

\ PMi^erih^s mt&bM nl 

Man^ wtm an Anklykbal Sjnnn^ of the 
Nf l^tory of §7 Br. HaEO^ 



iK'^yermneii. ' 


Pictorial Handbook of Modern Geo- 
graphy, on a Popniar Plan. 3*. 6d, iBoi. 
irated by ISO JBr^avinge cvtidSlMapt. ei, 

' I or? vnth the maps ool^ed. 

If . 6d. 

POTe’i Poetical W'orko. Edited hy 
Bobbbi Casxxjthxbs. JV^t^merouf 
grofoinge. 2 vols. 

Homer^s Hiad. With Intro- 
^cttcm and Notes by J. k Waxbon, M.A. ' 
lauxtrabed by iEe entire Seriet of Man- 
man* g pesigne, bemtifitUy mgraoed by 
Jforsf (w the full fltfo. ntfeV 

—— Homer’s Odyssey, Hymns, 

&0., by other translatorB, inninding Ghap- 
and Introduction and Notes by J. S. 
WAmoM, MA- PtaKman*e Luigns beau- 
Wady engraved by Moeen 

IdlO. Incltidi^ many of his 

Letters. By Bobbst CanBiiXBBBiB. Ne^ 
Edltlon,revlsed and enlarged, fllurirttflon*. 
27io prtc^ting S votii indhe a eemplete 
and eluant edition of Pope*! Poebkol 
Wbrkg and TramJaBonertit 35*. 

Pottery and Porcelain, and other Oh- 
Jecta of Vertn (a GnUle to tbs knowledge 
of). To which Is added an Engrayad List 
of Marks and Monograms. By HxMhz 
G.Bam • Ntmertmi Engravingu 
— — ; or, oo2burftf. lOj, 6(f. 

Pfont’s (Father) Boliqi^eB. New 

^tion, revised and largely angmraited. 
'xvmdy-ene ipirited Etchings byMadiie, 
Two yolnmes in one. fA 6d. 

Becreations in jShooting: By , 

"CRAyBuP New Edition, revised and 
enlarged. 62 Engraoingg on Wood, after 
Earvey,and9Ef^avmgg on Steel, chi^ 
ctfter A. cooper, E^ ^ 

Bedding’s History and Bescriptinns . 

' of winea Mmat ■ 

. Jfmu^fal Woodauts* , , ’ 

Bennie’s > Insect' ArchitecMi^'^K ° 
Edition Bevlsed by the Bev. J. G. 
Wood, Mjk. 

Bohinson Cmsoo. W^lih mnstra^ons ^ 
by SroxHABD andHAkvicT. Twtdaebeaui^ 
/uZ .ffinproofrw? on iSM. 0 ^ 

or, wtlSAoUf the BUd 0{stf(P‘ 

Uom,ss»od, ^ 

Bomo in liio N^cteenth ^nt^. ' 
New Edlrion. Bbvised by . the Airibor> 
EMrated by U ^ 

Shkrpo’s Hie^pry of il^pt, from tfe^ 
Earliest aWcs tiE .iishe ^nqnebt by the 
Arabs, A.n. O^O. By Samuel Skakpa 
With 2 Haps M up wants of 400. Illus- 
trative Woodcuts. M^th aM Cheaper 
Edition. 2 voIa . 

Sonfliey^e life of Nol^m, With , 
Additional Notes. Mustrated udt&^W' 


26 



J CATALOGUE OF 


Btarling^B (^lEiss} Voble Deeds ol 

Women; or. Examples of Female Courage, 
Fortitude, and Yirtae Jfburtem hewiti^ul 
Mustratum, 

Stuart aud SeTett’s Antiq^uitieB of 
Athens, and other Monuments of Qreece 
XUurtrated in T1 Stul Piatu, and nu- 
meroui WoodcuU 

Tales of the Genii; or, the Delightfhl 
Lessons of Horam. Ntmerotu Woodcufa, 
and 8 «SfeeZ Enfpraoiwgi, after Stslihard, 

Tasso’s Xemsalem Delivered. Trans* 
lated Into English Spenserian Yerse, wltb 
a Life of the Author. By J. H. Wipfen 
Eight Engramngi on Steel, and 34 on 
U’&oct b]/ fKurttan^ 

Walker’s Manly Exeroiaes. Con- 
taining Skating, Blidmg, Driving, Hunting i 
Shooting, Sailing, Rowing, Swimming, Ao j 
New l2lition, reimed by “ Cbavbr,* ' 
Forty-four iSCeel Plaited, and numtnmt 
Woodauit. 


Walton’s Complete Angler. Edited 
by EnwiJEcn Jessie, Esq[. To which is 
added an Account of Fishing Stations, &c., 
by H G. Bohm. Upmrde qf 303 En* 
graomgt, 

— ; or, with 26 owlditional page 
lUwtrattora on Steel, Ti. Sd. 

Wellington, Life ol From the xna- 
terials of Maxwell Eighteen Engraximgt. 

White’s Natural History of Sel- 
borne. With Notes by Sir WilltaU Jae- 
DmB and Enw-ABD Jesse, Esq. Xlhudrated 
by 40 highly-JiTvuhed Engraemge, 

~^—]OT,v}ithihe plates colovredjls. Sd. 

Tonng, The, Lady’s Book. A Ma- 
nual of Elegant BecreationB, Arts, Sciences 
and Accomplishments ; Including Geology, 
Mmeralo^, Conchology, Botai^, Ento- 
mology, O^thology, Costume, Embroi- 
dery, the Esoitoire, Archery, Riding, 
Music (instmmental and vocal), Dancing, 
Exerdses, Fainting, Photography, dta, &c. 
Edited by distlngolshed Professors. Twehe 
hundred Wood^ Il^trixtumi, and rew- 
raLJine Engravingi on Steel. 7». 6<L 

J or, cloth gilt, gilt edges, 9 a 


X. 

classical libbaby. 

6s. per Volume, evcmgtvng iffume marked othenme. 


Mschyius. Literally Translated into 
Eo^ddi Prose by an Oxonian. 3c.6d. 

' ■ J Appendix to. Containing 
the New Readings given In Hermaim*e 
pisthnmona Edition of iESsdtiylna. By 
GiBOBOB Buboes, M A. 3s. ed. 

Ammianns Marcellinns. History of 
Rome from^bostantlna to Yalens. Trans- 
lated by a D Tokob.B A. Dble.voL.7s.6(f. 

Antoninus. The Thoughts of the 
Emperor Marons Aurelius. Trauslated by 
Geo. Loho. M.A. 3 s. 6 <L 

Apnl6%8, the Golden Ass; Death of 
Socrates; Florida; and Discourse on Magic. 
To which is added a Metrical Yersion oi 
Cupid and Payche; and Mrs. Tlghe's 
Ps^he. Fron^xjneee. 

Aiiatophanes’ Comedies. Literally 
Translated, with Notes and Extracts from 
EVere's and other Metrical Yersions, by 
W. J. HrOKlB. 2 VOlA 
VoLl. Arhamlans, Ehights, donda. 
Wasps, Peace, and Rrds. 

VoiUX l^slstrata, Xhesm^boiiasuBee, 
Frogs, EcdeeiaanssB, and Hntus. 

Aiistotile’s iSthics. Literally Trans- 
latod by Archdeacon BBowini,late dasslcal 
Professor of King's College. 
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Aristotle’s PoliticB and Boonlmics. 

Truofilated by E. Walfobd, M.A. ^ 

■ ' ■ " Metaphysics. Literally Trans- 
lated, with Notes, Analysis, Exhmlnatlon 
Questions, and Index, by the Rev. Jobn 
M. M'Mahon, m^a ^ ft.Tr>d Gold Medallist In 
Metaphysics, T.CJO. 

History of Animals. In Ten 

Books, Translated, with Notes tmd Index, 
by Biobaed Cbbsswell, MA. 

■ Organon ; or. Logical Trea- 
tises. With Notes. dM. ByO.F.OwiiOM- 
2 Tols., 3s. eg. each. 

Bhetorio and Foetics. Lite- 
rally Translated, with Examination Qoea- 
tilons and Notes, by an Oxonian. 
Athenasns. The Deipnosophists; or, 
the Banqnet of the Learned. Translated 
by G. D. XoBGE, BA 3 voli. 

Ceesar, Complete, with the Alexan- 
drian, Afirlcan, and Spanish Wan. Llte**^ 
rally Translate with Notes. 

Catnllas, Hbnllns, and the TlgU of 
Yenns. A Literal Prose Translatloni. To 
which are added Metrical Yenlons by 
I<AH9 , Gbaznqeb, and others. iVonfu- 
pieoe. 




BOHN’S VABlOVa IIBBABIBS. 


doexo^i Orationa. Literally Transr 
lAted by G. D. Toi^ax. BJl. Xa 4 vals. 
Vol. 1. ContainB the Oratlom agalnai 
Verres» &c. i»Drtrait. 

VoL 2. CatUlne, Archias, Awwian 
Law, BablrinB, JUnrena, Sylla, sc. 
VoL 3 Orationa for hlB House, iWdns, 
Sextlns, Codllna. Milo, Ljganna, &c 
VoL 4. HlscdllaneonB Orations, and 
Rhetorical Worhs; with Oeneral In- 
dex to the four volnmes. 


on the ITatiure of the Hods, 

Divination, Fate, Laws, a Republic, dec 
Translated by C. D. ToNex, and 
F* Babham. 

AoademiOB, De rinibim, and 

TuBcolon Questions. By G. D Tokus 
B.A. With Sketch of Qreek Pbilo- 
•ophy. 

- - — OflLcei, Old Age, Fxiendehip, 
Sclplo'i Dream, Paradoxes, dnx Llterall; 
Iwslated. by B EnMONna: st. 6d. 


on Oratory and Oratora. B] 

J. S. Waxson, M a. 


Demosthenes' Orations. Translated 
with Notes, by G. BAnw Kxmusdt. In & 
vol ixnes: 

Vol 1. The Olynthlao, PhlUppli, anr 
other Public Oratloiia. 3t. 6a 

VoL a. On the Oniwn and on the Em 
bassy. 

VoL 3. Against Lepttnes, Mldlaa, An- 
i^trlon, and Arlatoorates. 

yol, 4. Private and other Oratdona. 

VoL 6. Mlscellaneuns Orations. 


Dictionary of Latin Quotations. In* 
dudlng ^overbs, Maxims, Mottoes. Lav 
Terms, and Phrases; and a Collection o* 
above 600 Greek Quotations. With all ttu 
quantities marked, & English TranslatlonB 
— « ■, with Index Yerhomm, Be 
Index Yerbomm only. U. 


Diogenes Laertins. lives and Opin- 
ions of the Andent Phlloso^m. Tisns 
latady with Kot^ by 0. D, xosrok. 


Dpietetns. Translated by Geoboe 
LONO, MJL. [Jn the press 

Snripidei. literaUy Translated. 2to18. 
^ VoL 1. Eecnba, Orestea Medea, Hippo 
^toi, Aloesitls, Baochse, HeradUte 
wblgenla in Anlide, and Iphigenla Ir 
XanrlB. 


W. a. Hercnles Fnrens, Troades, Ion 
Andromache, Suppliants, Hdaq 
Eleotra, Qydops, Bhiesus. 


Qireek Anthology. lataeally Tiane 
lated. With Metrical Yenions by variom 
Autbors, 

Bomanoea of ttsUodoms, 

Lougn^ and Achilles Tatlus. 


Herodotus. A Kew and Literal 
Translation, by Hbnbt Gabt, M.A., ol 
Worcester College, Oxford. 

Hesiod, Callimachas, and Theognis. 
Literally Trsuslated, with Notes, by J. 
Banks, MA. 

Homer’s Iliad. Literally Translated, 

by an OzoNun. 

Odyssey, Hymns, Ac. Lite- 

rally Translated, by an Oxonian. 

Horace. Literally Translated, by 
&£ABT. CbreftUly revised an Oxonian. 

3s. 6d. 

Justin, Comelins Hepos, and Entifo- 
plus literally Translated. , with Notes 
and Index, by J. S. Watson, M.A. 
Juvenal, Persins, Snlpida, and lu- 
cllina L. Evans, M.A. With the 
Metrical Venlon by GUifoid. livntupieos, 
Idvy. A new and Literal Translation. 

' By Dr. Sphlan and others. In 4 vola 
Vol. 1. Contains Books 1— C. 

VbL^ Books 9-46. 

VoL S. Books 2f— 36. 

VoL 4. Books 31 to the end; and Index. 

Lnean's Pharsalia. Tram^ted, with 

Notes, by H. T. Bilbt. 

Lnoretins. Literally Translated, with 
■eNotes, 1w the Bev. J. S. Waxbon, MJL 
And the Metrical Yerslon by J. M. Good. 

Martiars Epigrams, complete. Lite- 
rally Translated. Each accompanied by 
one or more Verse Translations selected 
from the Works ol English Poets, and 
other sources. With a copious Index. 
Double volume (660 pages). If. 6dL 

Ovid's Werkf, complete. Literally 
Translated. 3vola 
Vol 1. VutL, Tristta, E^tlea!, &a. 

Vol. 2. Metamorphoses. 

Vol. 3. Heroides, Art of Love, frc. 

Pindar. Literally Translated, bj^AW- 
soN W. Tubnbb, and the Metrleal YeEslon 
by AnBAUAH Mooib. 

Plato’s Works. Translated^by the 
Bev. H. Gabt and others. In 6 vbla. 

VoL L The Apology of Socrates, €rltc, 
Fhffido, Gorglaa, Protagoras, Phssdns, 
Thesstetos, Entbypbrott, Lysis. 

Vol X TheBopabUc, Timesus, & Gritiaa. 
Vol a Meno, Euthydemns, The 
bhlst. Statesman, Cratybu; Panne- 
nides, md the Banquet. 

VoL 4. Fbllebas. Charmldea, Laches, 
The Two AJdbliides* and Ten other 
Dlalognes. 

VoL 6. The Laws. 

YbL a The DoabtfuJ Works. WMh^ 
Qenend Index. 
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Ilato’s Sialoguefl, m Analysis and 
Index to, 'With. Eefereuces to the TranS- 
laticm ^ Bohn's CSASSical lihraiy. By Br. 
Bat. 

flanttu’s ComedieB, Literally Trans- 
lated, with Notes, by H. T. Bilet, B.A. 
In a vols. 

Pliny’s N atural History. Translated, 
with Copions Notes, by the late John 
Bostook, M.D., FJK S., and H. T. BilEt, 
B,A. In 6 vola. 

Propertius, Petronius, and Johannes 

Secnndns. Literally Translated, and ao 
companied by Poetical VerBiona, firom 
vanous sources. 

QuintUian’s Institutes of Oratory. 
Literally Translated, with Notes, be., by 
J. S. Watsok, MJk. In 2 vola 

Sallust, Floras, and Velleius Pater- 
cnlns. With Coploos Notea. BlographloaT 
Noticesi and Index, by J. S. Watson. 

Sophocles. The Oxford Translation 
revised. 

Standard Library Atlas ofClSssical 
Geography. Twemty’^wo large ooloured 
Mnp* according to ^ lateet authorUiet. 
With B complete Index (acoentaated), 
^vlng the latitade and longitude of every 
place named in the Maps. lmp.8yo. ft. 6a 

Steho^l Geography. Translated, 
with Copions Notes, by W. FAioomef^ 
M A., and H. C. HAMmToir, Esq. With 
Indoc, giving the Ancient and Modem 
Names. In 3 vols. 


Saetoniua’ Lives of the Twelve 

Csesars, and other Works. Thomson's 
Translation, levisedp with Notes, by T. 
FOBBSTBB. 

Tadtna. Literally Translated, with 
Notes In 2 vols. 

YoLl. The Annals. 

Vol. 2. The History, Germania, Agri- 
oola, Ao, With Ind^ 

Terence and PhsBdina, By H. T. 
B1LB7,B.A. 

Theocritus, Biou, Moachus, and 
Tyrtaena. By J, BANna, MA. With the 
Metrical Yeiislons of Chapman. 

Thucydides. Literally Translated by 
£ev. H. Balk. In 2 vola. 3f . 6d. each. 

Virgil. Literally Translated by Da- 
vmsoM. New Emtlon, carefhlly revised. 
3f. 6d. 

Xenophon’s Works. In 3 Vok. 

VoL 1. The Anahasia and Memorabilia. 
Translated, with Notes, by J. 19. Wat- 
son, M.A. And a GeogTaphlcid Oom- 
tx^entaiy, by W. F. Ainbwobxh, FJ9JL., 
F.B.GB., Ac. 

YoL 2. Cyropsedla and Hellenics. By 
J. S. Watson, M.A., and the Rev. H. 
Bau. 

Yol. 3. The Minor Works. Bm J. S. 
Watson. M,A. 


ZI. 

SCIENTIFIC LIBRARY. 

5«. par VoUme, OBcepting fhote marked offiervnse. 


Agassiz and Gould’s Comparative 
Physiology. Enlarged by Dr. Wbighx. 
ITpwardt qf 400 JSngravmg** 

Bacon’s Novum Organum and Ad- 

vancen^t of Learning Complete, vrlth 
Notes, by J. Bxvnt. lAA. 

BoUey’s Manual of Technical Analy- 
sis. A Guide for the Testing of Nalnral 
and Artificial Snbstances. By B. fi. Paul. 
lOO Wood Si^praoingt. 

BBIBGEWATEE TBEATISES.- 
' ■ " Bell on the ^and. Its Mecha- 
nism and Yltal Endowments as evincing 
Design. ScwnGi £diiwn Revised, > 

— Kirby on tiie History, l^bits, 

and Loitinots of Animals. Edited, with 
Notes^ by T. Byheb Jmm Ifvmerovu 
RngramTigSimmyofwhwhare additioned. 
In 2 vols, 
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BRIDGEWATER TREATlSBS-oont. 

Edd on the Adaptation of 
External Nature to the Physical Condition 
of Man. 3f . 6d. 

— Whewell’s Astronomy and 
General Physics, considered with refer- 
ence to Natural Theology. 8f. ed. 

— Chalmers on the Adaptation 

of External Nature to Ihe Moral and In- 
telleotnal Couatlttition of Man. 

— Prout’s Treatise on Chemis- 
try, Meteorol^, and Digestion. Edited 
by Br. J. W. (wiffith. 

— BucMand^a Gecdogy and 

Mineralogy, a vols. IS#. 

Hoget’s Animal and Vege- 
table Physiology. Rduetrtxted, In 2 vols. 
6#. each. 



VABIOUS LIJ^BARWS. 


Carpenter's (Dr. W. B.) Zoology. A 
Systematic View of the Structture, Habits, 
instincts, andtrses, of the principal Fami- 
lies of the Anim al Kingdom, and of the 
chief forms of Fossil Remains. New edition, 
re-Tised to the present time, under arrange- 
ment with tiie Author, by W. S. Dauas, 
F.Lj5. XUmtrated with mmy hmdJttd 
fne Wood Engrdwngt. In 2 vols. 6<. each. 

" Mechanical PhilOBOphy, As- 
tronomy, and Horology. A Popular Ex- 
position. 18S XfUmiraitum*, 

— Vegetable Physiology and 
Systematic* Botany. A conmlete Intro- 
duction to the Knowledge of Plants. New 
Edition, revised, under arrangement with 
the Author, by E Laitkiistbb, M.O., See, 
Severodhtindredlllitis^ on Wood, 6t, 

■ — - An i mal Physiology. New 

Edition, thoroughly revised, and In part 
re-written by the Author. Upyoar^ qf 
300 eapM lUiutratioM, 6f. 

Chevrenl on Colour. Contaming the 
Prlmdplea of Harmony and Contraob of 
Colours, and their application to the Arts. 
Translated from the French by Chabi.bs 
Mabtrl. Only complete Edition. Several 
FlcUes, Or, with an additional senes of 
16 Plates In Colours. 7i. CA 

Ennemoaer's Etistory of ftagie. 

Translated by WimAu: Howm. With 
an Appendix of the most remarhahle and 

, best authenticated Stories of Apparitions, 
Dreapis, Table-Tnmlng, and $^t-Bsp- 
pin^ &G. In 2 vols 

Eogg^S (Jabei) Elements of Experi- 
mental and Natural Philosophy. Con* 
tainlng Mechanics, Pnenmatics, Hydro* 
statics. Hydraulics, Acoustics, Optics, 
Calorlo, Electricity, Voltatsm, and Mag* 
netism. New Edition, enlarged. Up- 
voardt (if 4x1^ Wbodeutt, 

Hind’H J^irodnetibn to Astronomy. 

With a Vocabnlai:^ oontatning an Etpla- 

( nation of all the Terroa in present use, 
New Edition^ enlarged. Ifwnoroui Ak»* 
grcBo&tfft, 3t. 6d. 

Hnmholdt's Cosmos ; or, Sketch of a 
Physical Description of the tTniverse. 
(TiandUted by E. 0, Omi and W, S. 
PaXias, EIiA. FfOe Poftnxtt In five 
vols. 8S.fAeerii; hmeptlng VbL V., 6a 
In mil SAtfion notes axe placed 
beneath the feat HtnoboMt's analytical 
Somnweies and the pesslm hUiherto sup- 
pressed are InoMed, and new and omn- 
prehensive Ind|nee are added. 

— — IkovelsinAin^riiCo* IhSvnk. 

— Views of Kathre; or, Con- 

templations of the Oubllnie Pnttmnmna of 
Ct^tionu Translated by E. G, orfs and 
H. 0^ BohS. With a ooniplete Index. 


Hunt’s (Bobert) Poetry of Scienjce ; 
or, Studies of the Physical Phenomena of 
Nature. By Professor Hukf. New Edi- 
tion, enlarged. 

Joyce's Scientific Dialognes. Com- 
pleted to the present state of Knowledge, 
by Dr. Hbotith. J!ftmer<m Woodcutt, 

Introduction to the Arte and 

Sciences. With Examination Questions. 

3t, 6d. 

Knight’s (Chas.) Knowledge is Power, 

A Popular Manual of Political Economy. 

Lectures on Painting. By the Boyal 
Academlclaiis. With Introdnctoxy Essay, 
and Notes by B.Wobndm, Esq,. Fortraxti, 

Lawrence’s Lectures on Compara- 
tive Anatomy, Physiology, Zoology, and the 
Natural History of Man. JUiAOtreUed, 

Lilly’s Introduction to Astrology. 

With numerous Emendations, by Zadbiei . 

Hantell's (Dr.) Geological Excur- 
sions through the Isle of Wigfht and Dor- 
setshire. New Edition, byrT. Eufbbi 
J oirss, Esu. Ntmerout heoAotifidly eoe- 
outed Woodcuts^ <md a Geoloffioal Mop, 

" Medals of Creation ; or, 

First lieaaons In Geology and the Stndy 
of Organic BemainB * including Geologic^ 
•Excursions. New Edition, revised. (7o- 
loursd Plater, md risueral TLundred heou- 
tif}A WoodouU, In 2 vols., 7f . 6d. each. 

— Petrifactions and their 

Teachings. An Illustrated. Handbook to 
the Or^mlc Remains In the British Mu- 
lenm. Nwnmnu Bngraximgo, 6r. 

— Wonders Oif i^Mogf f a 
PamlUKr Eaposltioh of GehLpgmsl Ihe- 
nomena. New Edition, augmented twT. 
RurBBT Jonxs^F.GA Colofured Gfetdogicod 
Mop of Mnglmd, P’laia, and neor^ 200 
heouV^ Wbodoutt, In2vols.,TA6d.e«^ 

Morphy’s Ckunes of Chess, 
the Matches and best Games^ played by 
the American Champion, wlthjExphma- 
tory and Analytical Not<^ by J. lAwxn- 
IWAL. Portrait and Menrnk. 

It contains by Ihr the largest coll^tm 
of games played by Mr. MotjOiv extant in 
any form, and has recMved ms end<B8e- 
ment and co-opentlou. 

Biohardson’s Gtoology» incXnding 

Mineralogy and Palaeontology. Revised 
snd enlarged,!^ Dr. T.Whmix. Upmrdt 
oysoo ImtitroMont, 

Scdxonw's Earth, plants, and Men ; end 
Kobell’s Sketches from the Mineral King- * 
dom. Translated A. HEdSFBHrr^JBLf . 

C(>louiredM(ipof^ Geography if MxMU, 
20 




A . CATALO&XJS OV 


flmitii’s (Pye) Seology aal 8<^- 

tnie : or. The Belatloii hptwew the Holy 
Bcniptiires and GeoloGdoal Sotenoe, 

fltanlev’B Glaasified SynoiwUot ^ 
Piinomal PalnteTB of Iflio iDotch and Pla" 
miah whoola. 

Btannton’s tat«s»-pIftyor’v Han&lMok. 

■ I. — dim Braalji. k 
to' the GheaO'playet’a Handlw^ Con- 
*ai»i<ng ril the most Important modern 
hn iiiw Lmwmta In mopemm. lUnsti^ 
terwtaidj^iiDies; a reviaed Code of 

and a Selectton of Mr. Morphy*! 
Oamee In England and France. 6a. 

, diMB-pUyer’i Companion. 

Gomnrhdng a new Treatlfle on Odda.^l- 
laotion of Mat<A (JamoB, and a Selection 
< of Oil^hial Prohlema. 


StatULton's CheaB Tournament of 
1851 iftmvnm lUu^iritbionik 

gtoeWaardt’s Principloii of Chomiatry, 

esompUfied ln> series of slmplo 
meftw. Based upon the Qoiw work of 
PtofessoT StooKHAMW!, and Edite d by C 

IthaMicn *^ 

TrrtfB (Dr. A.) Cottim 

of Great BrltidHt eystenoatt^ 
oated; wfth an hrttidaotosy . its 

K^iaasfassft 

plqloBophy of Mgnnfaoturofl ; 

or, An Exposltlcn of the Factory 
of Great Britain. Kew Ed., oanttoofid to ^ 
present time, by F. L* S i m mow m. Ta 6d, 


xrr. 


• reference library. 

Blaii’iOhronologioal TaWes, BeTiiBd 

and Enlar^ ComnrehendinK the Chro- 


nolofCf auSl HiUtory of the world, from 
tba times. By J* Wiliodokbi 

Hosan, DonWe yolume. lOi.j or, h^ 
hound, lOf 6 d. , - "T 

daik’i C^ugli) Introduction to 

Heraldry. Wtth nearly 100QT(htstra(i^ 

lBffi>M&on KoYisedandenlarmbyJ.B. 

of tbB ^oldkbiL k OdUeo* 
tioh of Eemarkahle Epitaphs. By T. J. 
Vmimw, E.E.S, FB~A. 5«. 
HandliookofDomefitioXedieme. Fo- 
pnlaily arraaig^ B7> Or. HbnRt Oavtbs. 
rOOpages. \nth complete Index 6s. 

I ,. Gamoo. By yarlons .^mateurs 

^ Proliassors. Comprising treatises 
, on all the principal Games of chance, 
and manual dexterity. In all, 
ahcrxAO games (the Whist, Oran^ts, 
m wlardfl behig especiaUy comprehen* 
5vi), Edited 1^ H. G. Bohn. Bltti 
, irated by wmerout Jhofframt. Ss. 

PrOTorbi. Compnsmg all 

‘ Ba^B En^ah Prorerbs, with additions; 
fats Fo!*tilgn Proverbs ; and an Alphabetical 
6S. 

BriiillL Aiigler’a Manual. 
&mcOVUd and enlarged, by Edward Jesse. 
Jitmtrated with 60 Myramvi. 

,0oiii CoUector’i Ms- 

lar Intrednctioii to the 
Ingrav- 



Index of Dates. Comprehending the 
nrindnal Facts In the Chronology and 
of the World, ftom the earUeat to 
toifiPpresent time, alphahetlcally arrange* 
By J. W. Bosse Doable voltime, loi. ; 
or, half-hoond. lOs. Od. 

Lowndes’ Bibliographer’s Manual of 
EtagUtOi Llteratiire. Haw Edltlpn, en- 
larged, by H G. Bokn. Farts I. to X. (A 
to Z). 3i. Sd. each. Fart XL (the Ap- 
pend Volume). Ra Or the 11 parte In 
4 vda^ hi^ motocoo, UL St. 

Folygiot of Bufoigi Parbvorhs. With 
BhigUphTnuslatlo^jWiu^eral In^, 
bringtoff the whole Into pamutia by H. G. 
Born, Bs. . 

Folitioal Cyelopeedia. In 4 toIb. 

3tv 6d each ^ ^ 

— Also hi % Wla. bound. 15s. 

Smith’s (Archdeam) Oen^ta 

lection of Synonyms end Antwiyma E*. 

The I^dgramiU^liB^ BsMons^m 
the Epigrammtto |>tor$ifc^ off An^nt, 
Medieeval, , saMl Ba^pi Tbnsfl. With 
Notes. pbsme^St lltostWbtionB, ^ an 
Introdimnoni. BytheBev.BmxPRmP 
Bonn, M A», of Fembroke Cottoge, Cxfbrd 
Sec^*Edtlti^ revised and oontideratoly 
snUrB^d I oontaintog 

, pnoc^pallyofetismuslui^eto W , 

Wheeler’s (W. lU^ Dtetionaiy 
or Nemeaef Ffotitim FeBtonsandBaoea 
6r. 1 

(^0 Diotionai^ Uf ObioUti 

alJd'i^toVlibo^i 
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WEBSTER'S COMPETE D: 

OF THE ENOLISH LANGUAGE, \A!KD GENERAL BOOK 
OF LITERARY REFERENCE. With 3000 lUiistTatioiis. Tho-i 
roughly revised and improved by Chadngey A. Goodrich, 

^ LL.D., and Noah Porter, D.D., of Yale College. 

la One Volume, Quarto, sixQOgly botmd^^m cloth, 1840 pages, price £i iu. ed.: hidtolf, 
£2 1 calf or hall-russia, £2 2 f.; russia, £2 lot. 

Besides the matter comprised in the Webster’s Gdhtea Dictionary, , thi^ - 
volume contains the following Appendicee, which will show that no pains’ have ' 
been spared to make it a complete Literary Reference-book 

A Brief History of the English lan- 

guage, By Professor James Hadlbt, 

This Work shows the Philological Rela- 
tions of the English Language, and -traces 
the progress and influence of the causes 
which have brought It to Its present con- 
dition. ' . 

Principles 

Profesaor'CfooDRicaa and W. A. Wh»ici:.e:^ 

M.A Including a Synopsis of Words 
Omereutly pronounced by different au 4 
tboiities. I 

A Short TreaUftB or Orttoraphyi 

By W. Whioht. IncTuding af 

Complete IM of Words that are spelt in' 
two or more ways. ^ 

An Explanatory and Pronoimemg 

Vocabulary oi the Names of Noted Fic- 
titious Persons and Places, Ac. By W. A. 

WnniiLSB, 111 .A. This Work includes not 
only persona and ptacefi noted in Fiotion, 
whether narratlva poetical, or dramatic, 
but Mytholc^ieal and Mythical names, 
names referring to the Angelology and.De- 
monology. of various races, and those 
found in the romance writers; Pseu- 
donyms, Nick-names, of eminent ]pe!FsonB 
and pa^es,' Ac. In fact» it is best 
described as eatplalnlng every, name whkh 
is, not strictly Ms(6rica\ 'A refwnoe. is . 
given to -the originator ot each name, and 
where the origin is unlmown a quotation 
is given to some well-known writer in 
* 'ViwMch .te 


■■■iipaWI 


A Pronouncing Vocabulary of Scrip** 

tnre Proper Names. By W. A. WnaaLBU, 
HA. Including a List of the Variations* 
that occur in the Dousy version of the 

An Etymological Vocabnlaiy of Ho- 

IfiTjjwf^ngranhfnnWilisimiefc By the. Bev; 

dt A List : 
ns and Formative: ■ 
ngi igesj with their ' 
meaning and derivation; li. A brief List . 

tl3w(fo|?eg^g.Ll)jt), with heirdtoation* 
and signification,' ail dottbtiul and obscure 

Pronouncing Vocabularies nf Kodem 
Geographical and Biographical Names. 
By L Tseomas, MJ). 

A Pifonotmtsing Vocabulary of 
most Elfish Omristian Names, with their 
dfifivationa signification, and diminutives 
(or nick-names), and their equivalents in 
several ota) languages, c 


ABiolbnaiyof Quotationa; Scooted 



j.ue«es, whicb mjsiiikfi^pmntjyniet wiihi in 
Utetature ^ convemarion. 

A (^ns^ed SdLeotion of PktoxM 

JUustiatlonB (lopEjges). . With refi^^noes 
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STANDARD WOBKS FUBH8SEB JST 

WEBSTER^S DIOTIONARY. 


From iAe Quarthelt Ekvdew, Oct 1873. 

“ Seventy years passed before Johnson was followed by Webster, 
American writer, wbo faced the task of the English Dictionary with a 
fuU appreciation of its req_uirements, leading to better practical Jesuits.’’ 

“ His laborious comparison of twenty languages, though never pub- 
lished, bore fruit in his own mind, and his training placed him both in 
knowledge and judgment far in advance of Johnson as a philologist. 
Webster’s ‘American Dictionary of the English Language’ was pub- 
lished in 1828, and of course appeared at once in England, where 
successive re-editing 7ias as yet kej^t it in the highest jplace as a ^practical 
Dictionary” 

“The acceptance of an American Dictionary in England has itself 
had immense effect in keeping up the community of speech, to break 
which would be a grievous harm, not to English-speaking nations 
alone, but to mankind. The result of this has been that the common 
Dictionary must suit both sides of the Atlantic.” .... 

“ The good average business-like character of W ebster’s Dictionary, 
both in style and matter, made it as distinctly suited as Johnson’s was 
distinctly unsuited to be expanded and re-edited by other' hands. 
Professor Goodrich’s edition of 1847 is not much more than enlarged 
.and amended, but other revisions since have so much novelty of plan 
^ to be described as distinct works.” i , 

“The American revised Webster’s Dictionary of 1864, published in 
America and England, is of an altogether higher order than these last 
.[The London Imperial ai(i^ Student’s]. It bears on its title-page the 
names of Drs. Goodrich and Porten but inasmuch as its especial im- 
provement is in the etymological department, the care of which was 
committed to Dr. Mahn, of Berlin, we prefer to describe it in short as 
the Webster-Mahn Dictionary. Many other literary men, among them 
Professors Whitney a»d Dana, aided in the task of compilation and 
revision. On consideration it seems that the editors and contributors 
have gone far toward* improving Webster to the utmost that he will 
bear improvement. The vocabulary has become almost complete^ as 
'regards usual words, while the definitions keep throughout to Webster^ s 
'Simple careful style, sjiA the derivations are assigned with the aid of 
jgood modern authorities.” 

“ On the whole, the Webster-Mahn Dictionary as it standSj is most 
respectable, and GEBTAIiriiY TEE BEST PKACTICAL ENGLISH 
DIGnONABY EXTAOT 

LONDON: GEORGE BELL & S^S, YORE STREET, COVENT GARDEN. 



SPECIAL DICTIONARIES AND WORKS 
OF R^FEI^NCE. 

Dr* Richardson^s Philological Dictionary of the 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE Combinirg Explanation with Etymology, 
.n and copiously illustrated by Quotations from the Brsst Authorities. 
New EditioTii "with a Supplement containing additional ’Words and 
fmtber Illustrations In 2 vola. 4to, £4 14s. 6r?. Half-bound in 
Eussia, £5 15s, 6d. Eussia, £6 12s. 

The Words^ with those of the same family, are traced to their 
origin The Explanations are deduced from the primitive meaning 
through the various usages The Quotations are arranged chrono- 
logically, from the eailiest period to the present time. 

The Supplement separately. 4to. 12s. 

An 8 VO edition, without the Quotations, 15s. Half-iussia, 20s. 
Eussia, 24s. 

Synonyms and Antonyms of the English Language* 

Collected and Contrasted. By the late Yen. 0. J. SniTU, M.A. 
Post 8vo. 5s. 

Synonyms Discriminated, A Catalogue of Synonymous 
Words in the English Language, with their various Shades of Mean- 
ing, &c. Illustrated hy Quotations from Standard Writers. By the 
late Yen 0. J. Smith, M.A. Demy 8vo. 16^ 

A New Biographical Dictionary. By Thompson Coopeb, 
ESA, Editor of “ Mon of the Time,'* and Joint Editoi of “ Atliense 
Oantabrigionses.” 1 vol. 8vo 12s 
This volume is not a mcie repetition of tho contents of previous works, 
but embodies the results of many yeais’ laborious lesearch in larc publica- 
tions and unpublished documents Any note of omission which may be 
sent to tho Publishers will he duly considered. 

“It IS an unpoitant original contribution to ihft literature of its class by a painstaking 
scholar . . It seems in pveiy way adiniiable, and tully to jastify tbe claims on its 

behalt put forth by its editor.”— Quatterly JScuiei*^ 

“ The mass of Information which it contains, especially as regards a number of authors 
more or less obscure, is simply astonishmg ** ^-Spectator 
“ Comprises m 1210 pages, printed very closely in double columns, an enormous omoiint 
of Information Examiner. 

“Mr Cooper takes credil^to himself, and is, we think, justified m doing so, for the great 
care bestowed upon the work to insine accuracy as to facts and dates; and he is light 
perhaps in saying that his dictionaiyis the most compiehensiv^woikof Its kind in the 
English languago PaZJ Mall Gazette. 

A Biographical and Critical Dictionary of Painters 
and Engravers With a List of Ciphers, Monograms, and Marks. 
By Michael Bryan. Enlarged Edition^ with numerous additions^ by 
George Stanley. Impeiial 8vo. £2 2s. 

A Supplement of Recent and Living Painters. By 

Henry Ottley. 12s. 

The Cottage Gardener’s Dictionary. With a Supple- 
ment, containing all the new plants and varieties to the year IS(}9. 
Edited by George W. Johnson. Post 8vo. Cloth. 6s. 6d. 
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STANDABD WOBKS PUBLISHED BY 

THE ALDINE SERIES OF THE BRITISH POETS. 

CHEAP EDITION. 

In Pi%-two Tolmnes, Bound in Olotk, at Eigliteenpence each* 
Volume. 


AkeiLside, with Hemoir by tbe Eev. 

A. Dtce, and additional Letters. l£. 6(2 

Beattie, witb Memoir by tbe Bev. 

A Dice, if 6d 

Bams, with Memoir by Sir Harris 
Bicolas, and additional Copyright Pieces 
svols. 4s 6<2. 

Butler, witb Memoir by tbe Bev, 

MiriroBn 2 vols. 3s. 

Chaucer, edited by B Morris, witb 

Memoir by Sir Habius Nicolas e vols 

Cbur chill, Tooke's Editlou, revised, 
■with Memoir, by James Haitnat 2 vols. 
Zs. 

Collins, edited, witb Memoir, by W, 

Mot Thomas Is. 6(2. 

Cowper, iuoludiug bis Translations, 

Edited, Tvlth Memoir, and Additional 
Copyright Pieces, by John JBSuce, F S.A 
3 vole 45. 6d. 

Bryden, witb Memoir by tbe Eev, 
B Hoofer, FSA. Carefillly revised, 
6 vols 7s. 6(2. 

Falconer, witb Memoir by tbe Bev. 

J MiiFoao If. 6(2. ^ 

Goldsmith, witb Memoi^ by tbe Bev. 

J. Miifokd Bevised. is. 6(2. 

Giay, with Motes and Memoir by tbe 

Bev. John Mitford. Is 6(2. 


Kirke "Wbite, witb Memoir by Sir H 
Nicolas, and additional Notes. Carefully 
revised is 6d 

Milton, witb Memoir by tbe Bev. J. 

Mitford 3 vols 4s. 6(2. 

Parnell, witb Memoir by tbe Eev. 

J. MiTrosD. If. 6(2 

Pope, witb Memoir by tbe Bev. A. 

Dtcb 3 vols. 4s. 6(2. 

Prior, witb Memoir by tbe Bev. J. 

Miifoio), 2 vols. 35. 

Shakespeare, witb Memoir by tbe 

Rev. A Dice if 6(2. 

Spenser, edited, witb Memoir, by 

J. Payne Coluee. 5 vols. 7f. 6(2. 

Surrey, edited, with Memoir, by 

James Ylottell is. 6c2. 

Swift, witb Memoir by the Bev, J. 

MiTFom 3 vols. 4s. 6(2. 

Thomson, witb Memoir by Sir H 
Nicolas. Annotated by Peter CcNNiNCh 
HAM, FSA, and additional Poems, care- 
fully revised 2 vols, 3s 

Wyatt, edited, witb Memoir, by 

James Yeowell Is. 6c2. 

Young, witb Memoir by tbe Eev. J. 
!Bi1itford, and additional Pocma. 2 yols. 
3s 


Complete sets may be obtained, bound m half-moiocco, 

N.B. — Copies of the Fine Paper Edition, -with poitraits, may still be had, price 6s. per 
volume (except CoUins, 3s 6d ), 
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GJEOBGB JBJELL & SONS. 


THE ALDINE EDITION OF THE BRITISH POETS. 


SUPPLEMENTARY SERIES, 

The fifty-two volumes which have hitherto formed the weU-laiowii 
^Idine Senes, embody the works of nearly all the more popular English 
poetical writers, whether lyiic, epic, or satiric, up to the end of the 
eighteenth century. But since that time the wonderful fertihty of English 
literature has produced many wnters equal, and in some cases far superior, 
to the majority of their predecessors ,* and the widely augmented roll or 
acknowledged English poets now contains many names not represented 
in the senes of “ Aldine Poets.” 

With a view of providmg for this want, and of making a series which 
has long held a high place in pubhc estimation a more adequate represen- 
tation of the whole body of English poetry, the Publishers have deter- 
mined to issue a second series, which will contain some of the older poets, 
and the works of recent writers, so far as may be practicablo by arrange- 
ment with the representatives of tiie poets whose works are still copyright. 

One volume, or more, at a time will be issued at short intervals : they 
will be uniform in binding and style with the last fine-paper edition of the 
Aldine Poets, in fcap. 8vo. size, printed at the Chiswick Press. Price 
5 j, per volume. 

Each volume will be edited with notes where necosaary for elucidation of 
the text; a memoir will be prefixed, and a portiait, where an authentic 
one IS accessible. 

The following aie ready, or in preparation. 

The Poems or William Blake. With Memoir by W. M. Eossetti, 
and portrait hy Jeens. 

The Poems or Samuel Rogees. With Memoir by Edward Bell, and 
portrait by Jeens. 

The Poems or Thomas Ohatteetoh. 2 vols. Edited by the Rev. 
W, Skeat, with Memoir hy Edward Bell. 

The Poems or Sie Waltbe Raleigh, Sie Hugh Cotton, and Selec- 
tions from other Coni’tly Poets With Introduction by the Rev. Dr. 
Hannah, and portrait of Sir W. Raleigh. 

The Poems or Thomas Campbell. With Memoir by W. Allingham, 
and portiait by Jeens. 

The Poems oE G-eoege Heebeet. (Complete Edition ) With Memoir 
by the Rev. A. B. Groeart, and portrait. 

The Poems or John Keats. With Memoir by Lord Houghton, and 
portiait by Jeens. 


LONIXIN: GEOKGE BELL & SOKS, YORK STREET, COVENT GARDEN. 
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STANDARD WORKS RDBLISMSD BT 


In Ten VolumeSf jarice 2s, Gd, each; in half-morocco, £2 10s. 
the set, 

CHEAP ALDINE EDITION OF 

SEAKESBEAEE’S DMKATIO WOBKg. 

Edited by S. W. SINGEE. 

Uniform with the Ghea^ Edition of the Aldine Po'-^5. 


The formation of nTunerons Sliakes]>eare Keading Societies has created 
a demand for a cheap poitalble edition, 'with legible tyi^e, that shall jiro- 
vide a sound text with snoh notes as may help to elucitlate the meaning 
and assist in tho better understanding of the author. The Publislioia 
therefore deteimined to reprint Mr. Singer's well-known Edition, published 
in 10 Yols., small 8vo., for some tune out of print, and issue it in a cheap 
form, unifoim with the well-known Aldine Edition of Biitish Poets. 


CONTENTS. 

Vol. I. The Life of Shakespeare. The Tempest, The Two Gentlemen 
of Verona. Tho Merry Wives of Windsor. Measure for 
Measure. 

Vol. II, Comedy of Eriors. Much Ado about Nothing. Lovers Labour 
Lost. Midsummer Night’s Dream. Merchant of Venice. 

Vol. III. As You Like It. Taming of the Shrew, All’s Well that 
Ends Well. Twelfth Night, or What You Will. 

V(^. IV. Winter’s Tale. Pericles. King John. King Eichard II. 

Vol. V. King Henry IV., Parts L and II. King Henry V. 

Vol. VI. King Henry VI., Pa^s I. II. and III. Bang Eichard HI. 

Vol. Vn. King Henry VIIlT Troilus and Cressida. Ooriolanus. 

Vol. Yin. Titus Andronicus. Eomeo and Juliet. Timon of Athens, 
Juhus Osesar, 

Vol. IX, Macbeth. Hamlet. King Lear, 

Vol. X. Othello. Antoay and Cleopatra. Cymbeline, 

Uniform with the (Xbove, price 28, 6d; in hedf-morocco, 5a. 

CBITICAL ESSAYS ON THE PLAYS OF SHAKESPEARE, 
By William Watkiss Lloyd; 

Giving a succinct account of the origin and source of each play, where 
ascertainable, and careful criticisms on the subject-matter of each. 

A fiV) cojpus of tlvis Worh have teen printed to range with the fne^paper Edition of the 
Aldirw Poets. The price for the Eleven Volumes (not sold s^arately) is £2 15s 


LONDON: GEORGE BELL & SONS, YORK STREET, COVENT GARDEN. 
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GEORGE BELL ct /S'OAW. 


POCKET VOLUMES. 

A Series of Select Woiks of Favourite Authors, adapted for general reading, moderate in 
price, compact and elegant m form, and e\ecuted in a style fitting them to be pemaa- 
uently pieserved. Imperial 32mo , cloth, gilt top. 


Bacon’s Essays, 2s, 6d. 

Xuros’s Poems. 3s. ! 

Songs. 3s. j 

Coleridge’s Poems. 3s. 1 

C. Bibdin’s Sea Songs and Ballads. ' 
And otlieis 3ii ! 

Midshipman, The. Autobiogiaphical j 
Sketches of hia own earls'- Career, by Gap- i 
tain Hall, H N , F R S. 3s 6d 

Lieutenant and Commander. By 
Captam Basil Hall, B N , F R S. 3s ed ' 
George Herbert’s Poems. 25. dd. | 

Remains, 2s. j 

Works. 3s. 6d. ! 

The Sketch Book. By WASinNGTON 

iRYmo. 3S 6d I 

v'hakspcare's Plays. KEiGUTLE'y’s Edi 


Tales of a Traveller. By Washing- 
ton IbVINO 35. Gd 

Charles Lamb’s Tales from Shak- 
speare. 35. 

Longfellow’s Evangeline and Voices, 

Sea-side, and Poems on Slavery. 3s 
Milton’s Paradise Lost. Ss. 

Regained, & other Poems, 3s. 

Robin Hood Ballads, 3s. 

Southey’s Life of Helson. Ss. 
Walton’s Complete Angler. Por- 
traits and Itlusti ations ss 

Lives of Donne, Wotton, 

Hooker, &;c. 35. 6d 

White’s NatM'ai HlLLUfy dl,' llir-'T 

boma 35. Gd. * ^ n*. ft* 

rfin, Thii’teen VoluimsfiifclOTb cS'se, ^Is, 


ELZEVIR SERIES. 


Small fcap. 8vo 


ThEibE Volumes are issued under the general title of ”El7Emr Serifs, to distingmsh 
them frem other collections This general title has been adopted to indicate thespuU invhich 
they are urepared, that is to say, -with the greatest possible accuiacy as regards text, and 
the highest degree of beauty that can be attained m the woikmauship. 

They ar.D printed at the Chiswick Press, on fine paper, with wide maigins, and issued m 
a neat clot’i binding. 


Longfellow’s Evangeline, Voices, 

Sea-side and Fire-hide. 45 Gd. With 
Fortrait. 

■ - - Hiawatha, and The Golden 
Legend. 45 

Wayside Inn, Miles Standish, 

Spanish Student 45 6(Z 

Bums’s Poetical Works. 45. 6d, ! 
Witfi Parti ait. 

Songs and Ballads. 45. Qd. 

These Editions contavn all the copi/nght 
pieces published in the Aldine Edition, 


Irving^ Sketch Book. 5s, TT7f7i 
Foj tj ait 

Tales of a Traveller. Ss, 

Milton’s Paradise Lost. 5s. With 
Fortiait. 

Regained. 5s. 

Shakspeare’s Flays and Poems, 
Carefully edited by Thomas Keightlet. 
In seven volumes 55. each. 

Southey's Life of Helsou. 45. 6d. 
With Portrait of Nelson 


Oowper’s Poetical Works. 2 vols., 
each 45. 6(L Wiih Portrait. 


Walton’s Angler, 45. 6c?. With a 
Ft ontispuce. 


Ooleifidge’s Poems. 45. 6c?. W*i7t 
Portrmt. 


Lives of Donne, Hooker, 

Herbert, &:c. 65 With Pm trait. 
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STANDABD W0BK8 PUBLISHED BY 


H 1 8T0 RY AND T RAV E L8. 

Rome and the Campagna. A Historical and Topo- 

gra;^ical Description of the Site, Buildings, and Helghbuurhood of ancient Home. By 
the Bey Robert Burn, late Fellow and Tutor of Trinity College, Cambridge, With 
eighty engravings by Jewitx, and numerous Maps and Plans, Demy 4to j£3 3s 
An additional Plan and on Appendnc, bringing this Work down to 1876, has been 
added. 

Ancient Athens; its History, Topography, and Re- 

MAINS. By Thomas Henry Dyer, LL D , Author of " The Hibtory of the Kings of 
Borne,” Supei-royal svo Blustrated, cloili, £i Ss 

The History of the Kings of Rome. By Dr. T. H. 

Dteu, Author of the ” History of the City of Rome “ Pompeii its History. 
Antiquities,” Sec , with a Prefatory Dissertation on the Sources and JEvidence of Early 
Roman History 8vo. 16a 

The Decline of the Roman Republic. By George Long, 

M A, Editor of “Caesar’s Commentaries,'' “Cicero’s Oiations,” &c. 8vo 

Vol 1 From the Destruction of Carthage to the End of the Jugurthine War 14; 

I Vol II To the Death of Sertonus 14i. 

VoL III Including the third Mithridatic War, the Catiline Conspiracy, and the Gon- 
Bulsbip of C Julms Caesar. 14s 

Vol, IV, History of Cesar’s Gallic Campaigns and of contemporaneous events. 3^4;. 
Vol V. From the Invasion of Italy by Julius Caesar to his Death. 14s. 

A History of England during the Early and Middle 

AGES By C H Pearson, M A , Fellow of Onel College, Oxford, and late Lecturer 
la History at Trmity College, Cambndge Second Edition, revised and enlarged. 8vo. 
Vol. I. tc\the Death of Cceur de Lion. 16s. Vol. U to the Death of Edward 1 . 14s. 

Historical Maps of England, By 0. H. Pearson, M.A. 

Foho Second Ediiion, revised. 31s 6d 

An Atlas contamiiig Five Maps of England at dijBIerent periods during the Early and 
Middle Ages 

The Footsteps of our Lord and His Apostles in 

PALESTINE, SYRIA, GREECE, AND ITALY. By W H. Bartlett, Seventh 
Edition, with numerous Engravmgs. In one 4to. volume. Handsomdy abound m 
walnut, las Cloth gilt, los. 6d, 

Forty Days in the Desert on the Track of the 

ISRAELITE^ or, a Journey irom Cairo to Mount Smai and Petra By W. H Bart- 
lett 4to. With 25 Steel Engravmgs. Handsome walnut hmdmg, 18s. Cloth gUt, 
10s. 6d. 

The Nile Boat; or, Glimpses in the Land of Egypt. 

By W H. Bartleit, New Edition, witb 33 Steel EngravingB 4to. Walnut, IBs. 
Cloth gilt, los 6(2 

The Desert of the Exodus. Journeys on Foot in the 

Wilderness of the Forty Tears’ Wanderings, undertaken in connection with the 
Ordnance Survey of Sinai and the Paleeiiue Exploration Fund By E H Palmer, M. A , 
Lord Almoner’s Professor of Arabic and Fellow of St John's College, Cambridge, 
Member of the Asiatic Society, and of the Societe de Pans, With Maps, and numerous 
Illustrations from Photographs and Drawings taken on the spot by the Smai Survey 
Expedition and C F. Ttewhixt Drake. 2 vols. 8vo 2 S 5 , 

The History of Egypt. From the Earliest Times till its 

Conquest by the Arabs, a d 640. By Samull Sharpe. New Edition, revised. 
2 Vols. Small post Bvo. With numerous Illustrations, Maps, &c Cloth, lOJ, 
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GJjJOmJE BELL & SONS, 


STANDARD WORKS- 


Corpus Poetarum Latinorum. Edited by E. Walker. 

Oii€ thick vol 8yo. Cloth, ISs. 

'Containing — Catullus, Lucretius, Virgilloa, Tibullus, Propertius, Ovidius, Horatius, 
■ Phaedrus, Lucauus, Perbius, Juvenalis, Martialis, Sulpicu, Statius, Sihus Italicus, Valerius 
Flaccus, Calpurnlus Siculus, Ausonius, and ClaudlanuB 

Cruden’s Concordance to tlie Old and New Testament, 

or an Alphabetical and Classified Index to the Holy Bible, specially adapted for Sunday 
School Teachers, containing neaily 54,000 references. Thoroughly revifaed and conr 
denaed by (j. H. Hannat, Fcap. 2^. 

Perowne (Canon). The Book of Psalms. A New 

Translation, with Introductions and Hotes, Critical and Explanatory By the Rev. 
J. J Stewakt Pekownb, B H, Canon Re^udentiary of Llandaff, and Fellow of Trinity 
College, Combi idgQ avo, Vol I, Third Edition, IBs , Vol II , Thud Edition, 16^ 

Adams (Dr. E.). The Elements of the English Lan- 

GUAGtE. By Eenest Adams, Ph.D. Fourteenth Edition. Post 8vo 4s. 6d, 

Whewell (Dr.). Elements of Morality, including Polity. 

By W. WiiBWixL, D.D., formerly Miater of Tnnity College, Cambndge. Fourth 
Edition. In 1 voL 8vo 16s 

Gilbart (J, W.). The Principles and Practice of 

BANKING. By the late J. W. Gilbam. New Editioh, revised (1871). 8vo. 16s, 


BIOGRAPHIES BY THE LATE SIR ARTHUR HELPS, K.C.B. 
The Life of Hernando Cortes, and the Conquest of 

MEXICO. Dedicated to Thomas Carlyle. 2 vols Crown 8vo 15s. 

The Life of Christopher Columbus, the Discoverer of 

AMERICA Second Edition Crown 8vo. 6s. 

The Life of Pizarro. With Some Account of his Asso- 

ciates In the Conquest of Peru. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s 

The Life of Las Casas, the Apostle of the Indies, 

Second Editiun. Crown 8vo 6s. 


The Life and Epistles of St. Paul. By Thomas Lewin, 

Esq., MA, FS.A, Trinity College, Oxford, Bamster at-Law, Author of "Fasti 
Sacn,” "Siege of Jerusalem," "Csesai’s Invasion,*' “Treatise on Trusts,’’ &c. Third 
Edition, revised With upwards of 350 Illustrations finely engraved on Wood, Maps, 
Plans, &c. In 2 vols., demy 4to. £2 25. 

"This is one of those works which demand from critics and fiom the public, before 
attempting to estuhate its merits m detail, an unqualified tribute of admuatiou. The first 
glance tells us that the book is one on whidi the leisure of a busy hfetime and the whole 
lebouTces of an enthusiastic author have been lavished without stint . , 'Phis work is a 
kind of British Museum for this period and subject m small compass It is a senes of 
galleries of statues, gems, corns, documents, letters, books, and relics, through which the 
reader may wander at leisure, and which he may animate with his own musinga and reflec- 
tions It must be remembered throughout that this delightful and instructive collection is 
tfao result of the devotion of a lifetime, and deserves as much honour and recognition as 
many I a museum or picture-galleiy which’ has preserved its donor’s name for generations.’’ 


LOHDON : GEORGE BELL & SONS, TORE STREET, COYENT GARDEN. 
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STJJWABD WORKS PUBLISSJEB BZ 


ILLUSTRATED OR POPULAR EDITIONS OF 
STANDARD WORKS. 


Dante’s Divine Comedy. Translated by the Kev. Henet 

Fsakois Cast. With all the Author’s Copyright EmendatioDS. Post 8vo. 33. 

Shakespeare. Shakespeare^s Plays and Poems. With 

Kotes and Life by Chablbs Emight, and 40 engravugB ou wood by Habybt, Boyal 
Svo. Cloth, 105, 6d. 

Fielding. Works of Henry Fidlding, complete. With 

Memoir of the Author by Teohas Posoob, and 20 Plates by Gteobgb CBUicSHAiiis, 
Medium fivo. 14b. 

Fielding. The Novels separately. With Memoir^ hy 

THOiiAS Boscob, and Plates by Ceobgb CnmESHAEB Medium svo. 7s 6d 

Swift. Works of Jonathan Swift, D.D. Containing 

interesting and valuable passages not hitherto published. With Memoir of the Author 
by Thomas Boscob. 2 yols Medium STCk 245. 

Smollett, Miscellaneons Works of Tobias Smollett. 

Complete la 1 yol. With Memoir of the Author by T&omlu Boscob. 21 Plates by 
Gbobob Cbuikshahk. Medium 8yo. 145. 

Lamb. The Works of Charles Lamb. With a Memoir 

by Sir Thomas Nooh TAXFotrBD. ' Imp. 8yo. 105 6 d. 

Goldsmith’s Poems. lUnstrated. 16mo. 2s. 6d, 
Wordsworth’s White Doe of Bylstone ; or, the Fate of 

THE l^OBTOHS. lUustrated 16mo. 35. 6d. 

Longfellow's Poetical Works. With nearly 250 Illiistrar 

Uons by Bxbkbt Fostbb, Tbhhtbl, <^dwih, Thomas, &c. In l yol. 2l5. 

Longfellow's Evangeline. Illustrated. 16mo. 3s. 6d. 
Longfellow's Wayside Inn.^ Illustrated. 16mo. 3s. 6d, 

Washington Irving's Sietch-Book. (The Artist's Edi- 
tion ) Illustrated with a Portrait of the Author on Steel, and 200 Exiiuisite Wood- 
EngraylngB from the FencLLB of the most celebrated American Artists Crown 4to. 
2l5. 

Adelaide Anne Procter's Legends and Lyrics. The 

Illustrated Edition. With Additional Poems, and an Introduction by Ci^elbs 
nioEBHSi a Portrait by Jbbhs, and 20 Illustrations by Eminent Artists. Fcap. 4to. 
Ornamental cloth. 215. 

Mrs, Gatty's Parables from Nature- A Haudsomely 

Illustrated Edition; with Notes on the Natural History, and numerous IFuB-page 
Illustrations by tbs most emment Artists of the present day. Foap. 4to. 215. Also 
2 volumes, 105. 6d. each. 

The Book of Gems. Selections &om the British 

mETS. Illustrated with upwards of 150 Steel Engravings. Edited by S. C. Hall. 
hyols. Handsomely bound m walnut. 21 5. each. 

FiBSi Sbbies— Chaucbb to DatnBN. 

Sboohd Seribb— Swift to Bubits. > 

Thibd Sbbibs—WObdswobth to TBSiimsoif. 


LOKDOK ; 6E0B0E BELL & SONS, STBEET, COVENT OASDEN. 



